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This particular Bible Study is an “OVERVIEW”, which means that I will skip much of the usual material that I normally cover and just give an overview of the timeline of events that the Bible declares will happen.  I will set a brief foundation about timelines and the way that scripture speaks of this time in history, and then we will look at the chronological events as foretold by God through His Word.

The goal is to cover the highlights of the coming Tribulation in a study timeframe of perhaps 2 months of Wednesday Nights.  I do not know yet if this is realistic, but this is our goal.  To truly cover a study of the Last Days needs a minimum of one year of Wednesday Nights (or whenever your normal Bible Study Session is at your church), and even then you haven’t covered “everything”.  So, to do this in the given timeframe of a less demanding kind of topic requires covering only the highlights.

So, there will be both milk and meat in this study, but it cannot have the depth of a full year’s worth of study realistically.  The goal is to give the student an understanding of “what is coming”, and the order the Bible puts it in.  Debatable topics are given less weight accordingly, and the clearer points are emphasized due to time limitations.  

This study follows the chronology that the Bible gives, but does not give the verse by verse expository method that the Watchman Bible Commentary gives.  It simply cannot under the time restrictions.  If you want a very by verse expository commentary/study, then wait until the 2011 Edition of the Watchman Bible Commentary on Revelation and Daniel is completed. – James Dale Coldiron
SECTION ONE – Times and Seasons

We do not have to be as spiritually unaware as the world so that the “Day of the Lord” takes us unprepared.  There are some commandments given to those of us who are the Church, the Body of Christ.  We are given both commandments of what to do in these Last Days, and a promise that we will not be caught unaware.

Quick Points for Reference:
· Last Days began at the Resurrection of Jesus Christ – a Day with the Lord is as a thousand years and ends at his return
· The End Time or Latter Times deals with the last part of the Last Days
· The word rapture is not biblical, but catching away is – the catching away of the church is not the Second Coming
· The Tribulation is the last 7 years of Judgment before the Day of the Lord

· The Tribulation is divided up in time by 7 Seals, 7 Trumpets, 7 Thunders,  and 7 Bowl Judgments

· The Last Days will end at a time and event known as the “Day of the Lord”

· The Day of the Lord is sometimes called the Battle of Armageddon, or the Great Supper of God sometimes
· The Day of the Lord is the Second Coming (Advent) of Jesus Christ (Jesus comes back to stay on Earth as Lord)
· The Second Coming will end the Last Days and begin the Thousand Years of Peace (the Millennial Reign of Christ)

· Satan and all his demonic horde will be bound in the Abyss during those thousand years 

· All the unrighteous who took the Mark of the Beast shall be destroyed and sent to Hell (no rebels will be left)
· Jesus will begin His reign with His Saints and Angels in Jerusalem (and will enforce peace over the Earth)
If we remain ready, then it will not catch us by surprise.  We can never know the exact day or hour, but we will know that we are close and it is ready to occur.  Corruption with worldliness dulls that understanding in us, but if we watch and pray always then we will be ready when the church is called out (harpazio) of this world.  
Note on the Timing of the Tribulation:  No man will know the day or the hour.  I understand why people think that it will be on Rosh Hashanah, or the Day of Atonement.  The Feasts were ritual shadows of deeper spiritual realities in the New Covenant and many things (some examples: the Crucifixion on the Passover, and the Baptism of the Holy Spirit coming on the Day of Pentecost) saw the fulfillment on the Feast Day that looked ahead to it.

But the reality is that there is a “mystery” to the day or the hour.  You cannot predict it… God intended it to be that way so that we would remain “ready” when the Midnight Cry is given to come to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb and then Seals of the Tribulation would begin to be broken.  In the Feast of Trumpets (which foreshadows the Catching away of the Church and the eventual Second Coming and Judgments),  Rosh Hashanah is the “no one knows the day or the hour” feast.  The actual day is heralded by shofars at the sign of the moon, and actually goes for two days.  The one day goes two days giving it the unsteady “day or hour that no one knows”.  So, you cannot say that the Lord is definitely coming back on a certain day or hour, for that is the point, only God knows.  
By the way, the Last Trumpet (shofar) is blown before the Great Trumpet in that Feast.  I add this here because some people assume that the Last Trump is the middle of the Tribulation at the end of the Trumpet Judgments and when the catching away of the church occurs.  Actually though, the Great Trump comes after that (the Day of the Lord).  

BUT WE WILL KNOW THE SEASONS IF WE ARE SPIRITUAL AND NOT CORRUPTED BY THE WORLD.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 (KJV) “ 1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 
4  But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober”
Ezekiel’s Timetable:

Ezekiel 37 speaks of the Valley of Dry Bones, and is a prophecy that Israel will gather from all the world in the last days and become a mighty nation again.  This prophecy started to come to pass in 1948, and more fully in 1967 with the Six Day War when Jerusalem and the rest of their land was retaken.  The Dry Bones are alive and well thanks to the Spirit of the Lord and Ezekiel 37 is fully fulfilled right now.
Ezekiel 38 begins what we call the Tribulation and ties in directly with the world war seen in Revelation 6 and 8.  It is the same war and in fact the players in this conflict are more clearly stated in Ezekiel.  There are also connections to the White Rider and the power of the North given there as well.  Ezekiel 39 talks more about the end of the Tribulation and the Day of the Lord (Battle of Armageddon) and the cleanup that will come of the contaminated bodies and land afterward.
Ezekiel 40 to 48 (the end of the book) gives us details about the coming Thousand Years of Peace when Jesus Christ has return physically to the Earth and reigns from Jerusalem.  It is an interesting timetable that both Ezekiel gives to us.  When you add the prophecies of Daniel, the timetable becomes even clearer and the reality of how close we are and what season we are in clarifies.
The world is in spiritual darkness.  Sin brings an “ignorance” to spiritual things.  So, the world will be totally shocked by the beginning, middle and climatic end of the Tribulation.  The church does not have to be so, and if it remains “on fire” for Jesus, then it shall be ready when these things begin.
Matthew 24/Luke 21/Mark 13 is a very special discourse on the Last Days and we will look at it in relationship to the Book of Revelation and Daniel.  Jesus told us what was coming, and gives great insight in understanding both Israel’s and the Church’s place.  In fact, He speaks to those who would follow Him in Luke 21 and tells us what it takes to keep from experiencing any of the Tribulation.
Luke 21:29-36 (KJV) “ 29 And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the trees;   30 When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves that summer is now nigh at hand.   31 So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.   32 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled.   33 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.   

34 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.   35 For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.   

36 Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. “
The Fig Tree is pretty universally understood in the context of his narrative here as the reforming (after the regathering) of the Nation of Israel after its fall and destruction.  This began in 1948 and was finished by 1967 (at the Six Day War).  The army of Dry Bones is now a living, breathing nation again and that much of Last Days Prophecy has been fulfilled in our lifetimes.  
This generation shall not pass away that sees these things before “all” these things that Jesus is speaking of here (the Tribulation) comes to pass.  There will be people who lived to see the rebirth of the Nation of Israel that will see the Second Coming of Christ and this generation will not pass away.

I used to get caught up in the question, how long is a generation?  There are two biblical ways of figuring a generation, but I think that this skirts the obvious message.  There are people who lived to see the beginning that will not die before it is all comes to pass.  In other words, it won’t be another 50 or one hundred years from today.  If it was, then the generation who saw these things would have died off.  So, we are at the “End Times” of the Last Days and we are that generation that will see the “catching away of the Church”, and the breaking of the Seals and the Tribulation, and the Second Coming of Jesus Christ to Planet Earth.

OUR COMMANDMENTS AS BELIEVERS according to Luke 21:36:
1. Watch always

2. Pray always 

3. Why?  That we may be accounted ‘worthy’ to ‘escape’ “ALL” these things that shall come to pass

So that we may stand before Jesus Christ when He calls His church to Him (Marriage Supper/Judgment Seat of Christ)

First, where do we get that there is 7 years of Tribulation?  We need to reference Daniel along with these scriptures in Luke 21 and Matthew 24 and Mark 13, and then follow the judgments given to us in Revelation.
Daniel 9:24-27 (KJV) “ 24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.   

25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.   

26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.   

27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. “

Daniel 9:24 (CLV) “ Seventy sevens are segregated for your people and for your holy city: To detain transgression, to cause sin to end, to make a propitiatory shelter for depravity; to bring the righteousness of the eons, to seal the vision and the prophet, to anoint the holy of holies. “

Daniel 9:24 (RSV) "Seventy weeks of years are decreed concerning your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy place.”

70 SABBATHS OR WEEKS OF YEARS. 490 years have been decreed in judgement over your people.  - these are 490 Jewish years (360 days). – This is considered the 2nd hardest thing in scriptures to teach.
The Jewish Calendar was based on a lunar system (notice that they would look for moons to declare the beginning of Rosh Hashanah), and was separated by weeks of day (the 7th day is the Sabbath Day), and its years were separated into unites of 7 years (the 7th year being a Sabbath Year).  After 7 cycles of 7 Sabbath Years (7 X 7 = 49 Years), the following year is the Jubilee or Acceptable Year of the Lord(50th).

The context of what is being said about Sabbath tells you if it is a Sabbath (seventh) of Days or a Sabbath (seventh) of Years.  Here, it is prophetically giving a very specific prediction in years, not days.  70 Weeks of Years are decreed upon your people.  The 70 Weeks of Daniel is a judgment on both the city of Jerusalem and the people of Israel.  
THE SIN:  Israel was supposed to observe not only the daily week Sabbaths (Leviticus 23:3) where each person rested on the 7th day, but they were commanded to let the land enjoy a 7-year Sabbath (Leviticus 25:4) where it was not used.  God would give a great increase on the 6th year where they would not have to work the 7th.  Also, after 7 of these 7 year Sabbaths, you would have the 50 year Jubilee, where land lost would be returned, slaves were set free, and debts forgiven.  Plus, God would give such an increase on the previous 6th year before Jubilee that Israel would not have to work that Sabbath Year of the following Jubilee.  It was supposed to show the miraculous grace of Yahweh to His people Israel.  They missed 70 Sabbath Years and worked the land every single one breaking His commandment (2 Chronicles 36:20-21).  So, God put them in exile for 70 years so that nobody would work the land for the 70 Sabbaths.  Jeremiah had spoken of it, and Daniel had found it, and was praying – repenting for his people when God sent this message.  Not only would they be in exile for 70 years in Babylon, but they would have a period of 490 years to finish the judgment decreed upon them.
Daniel started praying and got this vision and prophecy in 522 BC (as an old man in his 80 ‘s).  The 70 years (for the 70 Sabbath Years missed) of Babylonian (now Persian) captivity would be up in 9 years in 513 b.c.  God let him know that there were deeper and longer-reaching consequences to this judgment.  Even though they were going to return soon, there were long-reaching events put in motion that would take them to Last Days Events before the end of this Age.
Decreed or determined in KJV, is the Hebrew chathak {khaw-thak'} which is literally “to be determined, be decreed, be settled, be marked out.”  This is a time equal to the time that Israel neglected the Sabbaths for the land.  THIS JUDGEMENT HAS BEEN DECREED BY GOD AND WILL BE FULFILLED.

•Who it’s for:  the 70 Weeks of Years of Which the 70th Week Is the Tribulation Period Is for Daniel's People and Jerusalem.

The judgment is upon Daniel's people, not the church.  It is to the nation of Israel and specifically centering around the holy city which is Jerusalem.  There is no symbolic language here.  

•Thy people and upon thy holy city - thy people : Hebrew `am {am}= nation, people; or persons, members of one's people, compatriots, country-men; thy holy city – the Jewish or Israeli People = JEWS.
•Holy = qodesh {kho'-desh} -  apartness, holiness, sacredness, separateness unto the Lord of  places  and of things – the Holy of Holies (the Temple which is rebuilt by the middle of the Tribulation).
•City = `iyr {eer} KJV - translated city 1074 times – Jerusalem, Israel.
•To Finish the Transgression:  To bring to a finish the judgment of the transgression that Israel committed against God and their land.  This will make an end of this judgment, and will bring Israel into the kind of faith walk with God that God desired from the beginning.  They must suffer one week of years for each week of years that Israel broke. They broke 490 years of Yearly Sabbaths.  The end of the 70th week will finish this transgression, but it is more than that.
James 4:17 “ Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth [it] not, to him it is sin. “

Galatians 6:7 “ Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.“

When Christ’s Kingdom of Heaven is come to the Earth and Jesus reigns physically, then not only this transgression but all transgressions will be finished.  Israel will know New Covenant Salvation.
•To make an End of Sins :  this Is the Goal of the New Covenant – salvation.  Israel will be taken as a nation together into the New Covenant and become Christian Believers.  Daniel 11:35
•To atone for iniquity:  Jesus Christ atones (makes us “at one” with God again) us to God through faith in His shed blood.  Zechariah 12:10;  Isaiah 53:5-8 

There is coming a day when all who survive the Antichrist and the Tribulation will look at Jesus for their salvation, and will be saved.  Romans 11:25-27 “ 25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 27 For this [is] my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.”
Major Point:   The central purpose of the 70th week or the 7 year tribulation period is to turn Israel to Jesus Christ for their salvation - not the church, but ISRAEL.  Jeremiah 31:32-34 

This is the NEW COVENANT that we enjoy right now which most Jews has rejected.  There is coming a time when the remnant of them will all turn together to Y’shua Messias, Jesus Christ.  
•To bring in Everlasting Righteousness:  The Kingdom of God (Jesus is the King) will never fail.  It will be an everlasting kingdom.   Jeremiah 31:33-34; Romans 3:21-22;  Matthew 6:33; John 3:16-17; Revelation 22:3

•The fulfillment of this and Last Days Prophecy.  This will fulfill not only the judgment on Israel neglecting the Year Sabbaths and letting their land rest, but will finish the judgments on this age before the next age (the Millennial Reign of Peace).    
Power Point:  There are two pivotal times in human history in association to this prophecy coming to pass.  One is the crucifixion of Jesus  the Messiah.  The other is His return in power and vengeance when He sets up the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth.  

The goal of all of this human history is to bring mankind back into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  And when His Kingdom is set up on Earth, you see the fulfillment of prophecy culminating in another age where Jesus Christ is KING of KINGS ruling from Jerusalem for 1000 years.  Matthew 24:35
•To Anoint the Most Holy or the Holy of Holies (qodesh).  The Jewish Temple will be rebuilt, and the Antichrist will corrupt it (he might even be responsible for building it).  A jihad or holy war might ensue the rebuilding at the site actually.  Much of the details of the 1,000 years of peace spoken of in Ezekiel 40 on has to do with the restoration of the Temple.  The Rebuilt Temple will be defiled by the Antichrist in the middle of the 7 year Tribulation.  He will defile it with what Daniel calls the Abomination of Desolation that Jesus quotes in Matthew 24.  Jesus will return and rebuild the Temple and anoint the Holy Place again. (Jeremiah 3:16-17; Ezekiel 37:26-28; Ezekiel 41-46)
SYNOPSIS OF PURPOSES OF THE COMING 7 YEAR TRIBULATION (the 70th Week of Daniel)?

1. The prophecy is to the people of Israel (mainly Jews) and also to Jerusalem (nothing to do with the church).

2. To finish the judgment of this transgression of not keeping the Yearly Sabbaths for 490 years.

3 To bring an end of sins (generalized as in the New Covenant).

4. To bring the atonement to Israel from iniquity.

5. To bring an everlasting righteousness when Jesus Christ reigns on the Earth and brings it.

6. To bring the fulfillment of this last days prophecies and vision of the prophet (which he was praying about).

7. To anoint the Holy of Holies in the rebuilt temple and remove the abomination.

AN EXACT TIME TABLE IS GIVEN ON THIS PROPHECY THAT IS HISTORICALLY PROVABLE!
Daniel 9:25 (KJV)  "Know therefore and understand, [that] from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince [shall be] seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.?"

Hebrew Interlinear of Daniel 9:25 "Then know and understand from the issuing of the word to restore and to rebuild Jerusalem, to Messiah {the} Prince {shall be} seven weeks and sixty weeks and two.  Again it shall be built {with} plaza and ditch even in affliction of the times."

Table of Weeks of Years:


1 Jewish Year = 360 days






1 Week = 7 years (Heptad) 






70 Weeks = 70 X 7 years or 490 years

This is a specific prophecy that can be checked with a calculator and the Encyclopedia Britannica.  The command to rebuild the walls was recorded in Nehemiah 2:1-8.  It gives a certain year of the reign of a famous Persian King by the name of Artaxerxes.

You can do the calculations and find the starting year for this.  You can then do the math and find the year that Jesus Christ was hailed as the Messiah (when they cried Hosanna in the Highest to Him and waved the palms when he arrived on the colt of a donkey).
THE FRAMEWORK OF TIME THAT IS GIVEN UNTO US IN WEEKS OF YEARS:
    7 weeks of years      =     7 X 7    =     49 years    -   From the command to rebuild until it was rebuilt

+62 weeks of years     =   62 X 7    =   434 years   -   From the time it was rebuilt until Jesus Christ

 =69 weeks of years    =                  =   483 years   -   Until the time of Jesus being hailed the Messiah
 
GAP between 69 & 70    
CHURCH AGE  
-   Jesus crucified – Jerusalem and Temple destroyed

  69
 + 1 week of years       =     1 X 7     =       7 years    -  Tribulation – Antichrist   - Final Judgment

= 70 weeks of years or 490 years
IN BETWEEN the 69th and 70th weeks of years –

· The Messiah will be crucified

· Jerusalem will be destroyed

· Israel will be dispersed to the world – running from Rome

70th Week of Years is the Tribulation 

· Antichrist shall rise

· Abomination of Desolation

· Final judgment will be brought on Antichrist and his followers

The first 49 years (7 weeks) is in the rebuilding of the walls and city of Jerusalem.  For 49 years, they rebuilt while the protected themselves from their enemies.  Nehemiah 2:1-8 (don’t confuse it with the command found in Ezra for that was only the Temple and not the Walls and Gates of the city).
The next 434 years (62 weeks) followed the rebuilding up until the time that Jesus was accepted by the crowd at Jerusalem to be the Messiah when they cried Hosanna in the Highest!

There is a gap and events that occur that takes years between the 69th year when they cried Hosanna and the 70th week of the Tribulation.  This is the Church Age where Jesus is crucified and resurrected.  38 years later in A.D. 70, the Roman General Titus would destroy Jerusalem and the Temple.  All of the Jewish Temple is destroyed except what they call the Wailing Wall.  
We are still in that gap, and will be until the 7-year Tribulation begins and 7-year Treaty confirmed.

Quick Hebrew Calendar Conversion

(this is general for there is some variableness in dates because it is a lunar calendar)
Month

Length


Gregorian Equivalent 

Tishri 

30 days


September-October 

Heshvan

29 or 30 days

October-November 

Kislev

30 or 29 days

November-December 

Tevet

29 days 


December-January 

Shevat

30 days


January-February 

Adar

29 or 30 days

February-March 

Adar II

29 days


March-April

Nissan

30 days


March-April 

Iyar

29 days


April-May 

Sivan

30 days


May-June 

Tammuz

29 days


June-July 

AV

30 days


July-August 

Elul

29 days


August-September

Nisan Abib... since there was no date given, it would have been the first day of the month... on our calendar it would be around March or April.

The twentieth year of Artaxerxes the King.   Look it up in a good history book or even a decent encyclopedia, for he is one of the most well known kings of history.  He came to power 465 BC.  That means the twentieth year of Artaxerxes would be the year 445 BC  On our calendar, that would be March 14, 445 BC (closest approximation from the first of the Jewish month Nisan).
A Jewish year this is based on is a 360 days long (lunar).  Feasts were based on lunar events.
This is a fact of record, but you can even calculate a Jewish year by using the Book of Genesis and a little math.  They would insert months when needed.   Here’s an interesting way to figure it : 

Genesis 7:11 “ In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. “

Genesis 8:4 “ And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat. “  
- This gives you the number of months = 5
Genesis 7:24 “ And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days. “

Genesis 8:3 “ And the waters returned from off the earth continually: and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated.” -this gives you the number of days - 30      
150 days divided by 5 months = 30 days per month.  THE JEWISH CALENDAR WAS DIVIDED INTO 12 MONTHS OF 30 DAYS... 5 DAYS SHY OF OURS which makes it lunar instead of solar.

There is a separation in the first 49 years (7 weeks) and the next 434 years (62 weeks).  This is because the first 49 years is the amount of time it took to rebuild everything.  Verse 25 says "..even in troublous times", this is historically accurate because according to Nehemiah, they held tools to rebuild in one hand, and a weapon in the other to protect against hostile neighbors.  Nehemiah 4:17
The second part or 434 years was the time between Jerusalem being rebuilt and the time of Jesus in Jerusalem.  The 483 Jewish years are 173,880 days.  

This would coincide with April 6, A.D. 32 {10th of Nisan}. Or depending on which calendar you use, it could also be A.D. 30.  There is a discrepancy between calendars of about 2 years.   

Depending on how you figure it, it comes to AD 30 to AD 32  which coincides with the date that Jesus arrived in Jerusalem (Passover Time) and they praised him as messiah just before his crucifixion.

Zechariah 9:9;  Mark 11:1-11  Parallel accounts in Matthew 21 and Luke 19:28-40.
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70th Week Timeline Perspective

THE TIME OF THE MESSIAH IN HIS FIRST ADVENT :

Daniel 9:26 (KJV)  "And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof [shall be] with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined."

Hebrew of Daniel 9:26  "And after the sixty and two weeks Messiah shall be cut off and is not to him,  And the people of a coming prince shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.  And it's end {shall be} with the flood and until {the} end {shall be} war; desolations are determined."

THE PERIOD AFTER THE 69TH  WEEK OF VERSE 25, WHICH ENDED WITH JESUS BEING CALLED THE MESSIAH JUST BEFORE HE GAVE HIS LIFE, AND BEFORE THE COMING 70TH WEEK IS THE CURRENT CHURCH AGE.

Understand, when you read Daniel 9, outside of judgment on the nations, the whole point of this coming 70th Week deals with turning Israel to the Messiah and bringing them into the New Covenant.  It has “NOTHING” to do with the church.  

That is a common idea with people who insist that the church must endure the wrath of God during the Tribulation, but the Bible does not back that idea whatsoever.  It is not a biblical idea. 
The Crucifixion of Jesus Christ marks the first event mentioned after the end of the 69th Week.  He is cut off between the 69th and 70th Week of Years.  After the 62 weeks (after the first 7 weeks of rebuilding), Messiah shall be cut off… crucified.  The people of the coming prince (the coming Antichrist seen in the 27th verse) shall destroy both Jerusalem and the Temple.  This was ROME.
Jerusalem was destroyed and her people scattered over the Earth in AD 70 under Roman General Titus.  The flood is the dispersing of Judah (Israel) throughout the world.  Terrible things happened to them and continued to occur both at the hands of Rome and governments through history such as the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany and the hands of both Muslims and Crusaders.  1 Peter 1:18-21; 1 Peter 2:21-24; Romans 5:8; Revelation 1:5
Matthew 24 will be the parallel scriptures that we shall use when we explore the judgments found in Revelation.  The predictions that Jesus made to His disciples parallel the judgments of the Apocalypse.

Matthew 24:1-3 (KJV) 1 And Jesus went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple.   2 And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.   3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?       

The destruction of the temple and Jerusalem is one of the things that are predicted in between the 69th and 70th week of years.  Jesus would be crucified and 38 years later Rome would destroy Jerusalem. Jesus predicted in Matthew 24 that not one of the stones that they saw in the fortress of that temple would be left on another.  They would totally tear It down.

The destruction of Jerusalem and the Jewish Temple occurred when the son of the Emperor (Vespasian), the Roman General Titus Flavius Vespasianus (who would later be the Roman Emperor in AD 79-81 under the name Titus Vespasianus Augustus) destroyed it in the year AD 70.  
This is 38 years after Jesus’ death.  So there is a major gap of 38 years between the cutting off of Messiah the Prince and the destruction of Jerusalem (much more than just 7 years if there has been no gap).  And after these things, verse 27 has the 70th Week.  So, the Bible puts a gap here.  
The continuing persecution and desolations of the Jews have continued for almost 2000 years until now.  They are still hated by the spirit of this world (Antichrist), and there are nations (such as Iran) dedicated to their destruction.  Muslims teach their children that Jews are not truly human, but have pig in their genetic makeup.
There are 2 princes discussed here.  One is the Messiah who dies for others, and the other is the one who is to come who brings abomination and is of the same people who destroy Jerusalem (Roman Empire).  You have the dualistic Christ and Antichrist.
So, understand that scripture interprets itself.  The 70 weeks of Daniel are separated by the prophet’s own words given by the angel Gabriel.  God’s Word interprets itself.  It was not finished right after the time of Christ, obviously.  It shows that in the text.

We know that we are in the “Last Days”.  The last 2000 years have been the “last days”.  A thousand years is as a day to the Lord according to scripture.  We do not know exactly when the 70th Week will begin, but we will know the season.  Also according to Daniel 8 for example, the number of days is given which further supports a 7 years period broken up into two halves… lesser and greater Tribulation.

Because of time limitations, we will not explore deeply all the scriptures on the Antichrist.  Going through Daniel 7, 8, 9, 12 gives us understanding that he will be out of the Roman people.  You can interpose the maps of the 4 divisions given in Daniel 8 and the Roman Empire shown in Daniel 7 and see the regions that overlap that the coming Antichrist shall arise from.  He also has both a human and supernatural nature which we will look at later in Revelation 13.
Matthew 24:3 is foundational when you consider what Jesus is doing when he gives His discourse in Matthew 24 (Luke 21; Mark 13).  He is answering their 3 questions that occurred to them when He prophesied that no stone would be left upon the other of the Temple.

Matthew 24:3 (AMP) “ While He was seated on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately and said, Tell us, when will this take place, and what will be the sign of Your coming and of the end (the completion, the consummation) of the age?”

They asked, when this destruction would take place?  Then, they asked about the Second Advent or Parousia… not only the Coming, but his Return to stay on Planet Earth.  They last asked about when the End of this Age would come.  So, the Matthew 24 discourse is about the (1) destruction of the Temple, which occurred in A.D. 70, (2) what will be the sign of your Second Advent, and (3) what will be the sign of the End of the Age at the end of the Last Days… the Day of the Lord.
The first question was within the gap between the 69th and 70th Week.  The last two were directly related to Daniel’s 70th Week… the 7-year Tribulation.  Daniel 9:27 speaks of the Tribulation.

Daniel 9:27 "And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make [it] desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate." 

When is this 70th Week ?  It is in the future,, for Jesus spoke of the abomination of desolation (referenced here) spoken of by Daniel as happening in their future at the end of this age.  It was NOT the desecration by pigs of the Temple by Antiochus Epiphanes as many modern liberal scholars insist.  
The liberal view that the Abomination of Desolation was before Jesus’ time (167 BC)  with the Greek Antiochus was based on the belief earlier in the 20th Century that Daniel was not really written by Daniel.  They thought since Belshazzar was not on the roles of the Kings that it was a later writing with Daniel’s name on it.  This has been disproven however in the latter 20th Century when Belshazzar was found on an artifact showing that he was the crown prince under the last King of Babylon (who was more interested in religious activities).  Daniel has been shown to be truthfully written (as the Jews knew all along) by Daniel and genuine.  But the idea that it wasn’t influenced the idea that the A.O.D. was in the time of Antiochus IV days recorded in the apocryphal Maccabean books.  Antiochus was certainly “an antichrist”, but not “the Antichrist” spoken of in biblical prophecy.  JESUS CHRIST placed the time of the A.O.D. in His own future, and not some 160 + years before He was even born.
Matthew 24:15  "When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)"   

Mark 13:14 "But when ye shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing where it ought not, (let him that readeth understand,) then let them that be in Judaea flee to the mountains:" 

It is after the church age :   Revelation 5:8-10  "8  And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four [and] twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. 9  And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10  And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. "
The church is given a chance to avoid this last seven years :  Luke 21:36  "Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man." 
Half of the church will not be ready and will have to go through it:  Matthew 25:1-11 (the 10 Virgins); Revelation 3:14-16 (Laodicea will be rejected – foolish virgins); Revelation 3:7-11 (Philadelphia will be kept from the time of temptation coming upon all the Earth).
Israel (who is not already a wise virgin in Christ) will go through it, and suffer:   see verse 24 and Zechariah 11:15-17  "15  And the LORD said unto me, Take unto thee yet the instruments of a foolish shepherd. 16  For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the land, [which] shall not visit those that be cut off, neither shall seek the young one, nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that that standeth still: but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces. 17  Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! the sword [shall be] upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened.”
The prince that shall come who is of the people who destroyed Jerusalem.  It is a Roman prince that comes from the resurrected Roman Empire or European Union. 
He confirms the covenant or treaty with many for 7 years.  

Covenant = Hebrew bereeth = a covenant, league or treaty.  

This is a peace treaty made with the nation of Israel by the Antichrist. These references show instances when this word is used for a peace treaty:  Hosea 12:1; 1 Samuel 11:1; Genesis 21:27
He will bring Peace Keeping Forces from Europe to keep the peace after a major war occurs ending in a nuclear exchange (See Revelation 8 and Ezekiel 38).  That treaty will allow him to bring his forces in and declare martial law and eventually take over the worship in the Temple.

The Antichrist will promise peace to the war ravaged nation of Israel, and will offer a peace keeping deal with them and sign a treaty agreement with him, but it will be their undoing.  Daniel 8:25 

Who is the many?  Not every Jew will trust him or follow him.  But many will trust him and he will sign for seven years.  This could also be many as in other nations.  Those who take his “mark” will be damned.
In the middle of the 7 years, he will break his treaty and interfere with the traditional Jewish worship happening in Jerusalem.  HE WILL SET UP A NEW RELIGION THAT WILL INCORPORATE ISLAM, JUDAISM, AND BASTARDIZED CHRISTIANITY AND THOSE WHO TAKE HIS MARK WILL WORSHIP THE BEAST, AND THROUGH HIM, WORSHIP THE DRAGON (SATAN).

The Jewish Temple will be rebuilt very soon (there is a possibility that he is the force that finally gets it rebuilt by trying to unify Muslims, Christians, and Jews).  Understand that the Levites are already trained and much of the temple furniture and pieces are already made.  They are waiting for a time to come where they can do it without mass bloodshed over the Temple Mount.  The Antichrist will however desecrate it and put worship of himself into the temple by the second 3 ½ years.  In fact, it describes a Virtual Reality Image of the Antichrist that all will see and worship.  It is using modern technology.  They will be sacrificing then and he will cause it to cease. Revelation 11:1-2;  Daniel 8:11-14;  Daniel 11:45  
This is the abomination of Desolation in the Jerusalem Temple.

2 Thessalonians 2:4  " Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God." 

See also:  Revelation 13:4-6 ; Revelation 13:14-15 

The temple will remain defiled until the consummation of the seven years.  And doom or judgement is determined upon the one who makes desolate the temple. Consummation = Hebrew means both the end and foretells destruction... a neat little word. 

In the end, he is doomed.  Daniel gives a time frame of 42 months of desolation.   In the end, all who follow him is doomed.  There will be an end... and at the end the 70th Week of Daniel is completed and the 1000 years of Peace begins.  Daniel 8:11-14; Revelation 11:1-2; Revelation 13:4-6
Daniel 9:27 tells us that there will be a Peace Treaty with European Union for 7 Years – prob. a security treaty.

Daniel 8:13-14 lets us know that the Temple will be rebuilt at least 8 months into the Tribulation, for 6 years, 3 months, and 20 days, it will be underfoot of Gentile rule and eventually the abomination of desolation.  There might be a problem from the time that it literally opens.

Daniel 12:11-12, lets us know that at the very middle of the tribulation (3½ year mark or 2,300 days before the ending), that the Antichrist (Beast) will take over worship completely and set an image of himself up in the Holy Place.

2 last issues have to be covered before we go to the Breaking of the Seals and the beginning of sorrows of the Tribulation.  One is when the Antichrist will be revealed.  The second question of timing is when the catching away of the church (what we call the rapture sometimes) to go to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb is.
One I will give to you clearly, the other I will not take the time that it requires to look at all the issues.  It simply takes too much time and is connected into the “point” that Jesus made that no man will know the day or the hour.  There is a real need to always remain ready and not to be corrupted by the world.  The level of disagreement in this point seems as if it might have been deliberate to keep people searching and watching and praying.  Time restrictions keep us from exploring this too deeply.
The first issue actually relates to the second when you read the primary scripture concerning it.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 12 Thessalonians 2:1-5 (KJV) “ 1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and [by] our gathering together unto him, 2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 

3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for [that day shall not come], except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? “
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 12 Thessalonians 2:1-5 (NAS) “ 1 Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together to Him, 2 that you may not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for [it will not come] unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God. 5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things? “
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 12 Thessalonians 2:6-9 (KJV) "6  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 7  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth [will let], until he be taken out of the way.
  8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,  
10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:   12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. “

2 Thessalonians 2:6-8 (Analytical Literal Translation) “ 6 And now, you* know the [thing] restraining, for him to be revealed in his own time.  7  For the secret [or, mystery] of lawlessness is already supernaturally working, only the one [or, the One] now restraining [will continue to do so] until he [or, He] comes [or, appears] out of [the] midst.  8  And then the lawless [one] will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and will destroy by the appearance of His Arrival, “
1. Paul addresses 2 things (not the same one); (1) The “coming” of our Lord Jesus Christ back to Earth, and (2) our gathering together unto Him (the catching away of the church).
2. False letters had been sent to Thessalonica (under Paul’s name) and said that the Day of the Lord (Armageddon) was about to occur and that they were already in the Tribulation and that the church was facing the wrath of God.  It had troubled them greatly, and confused them for they had trust in Paul.
3. Someone had tried to deceive them, but he let them know that one thing had to occur before either of these things happened.

4. There would first come in that last generation, a Great Falling Away or Apostasy first.  

5. Also the Antichrist (man of lawlessness or the son of damnation – born damned – more on that in a moment) must be revealed first before the Day of the Lord occurs.

6. The Antichrist (Beast or man of lawlessness) will oppose and exalt himself above God and all other gods and religions.  He will try to create a new religion that pulls in major religions such as Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, etc., and put his own image on a throne in the Jewish Temple.

7. There is one (word can mean person, thing, group of people) that restrains the Antichrist and keeps him from being manifested in his full power.  So, he is currently hidden as long as this restraining one remains.  MUCH DEBATE IS OVER WHO THIS RESTRAINING ONE IS.  Is it the Holy Spirit or the church?
8. No time for debating.  It is not the Holy Spirit, for people will be saved throughout the Tribulation.  In fact there will be many martyrs for Jesus Christ who become saved in the Tribulation, and both the 144,000 and the 2 Witnesses of the 2nd half do quite miraculous things through the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit has been established with man for every generation after Pentecost.  He is here to stay (John 14:16).  He does not leave.

9. However, the wording in Greek says that this restraining one (and can be a group one) is literally come upward (go up) from out of the midst of others like it.  EXAMPLE:  if you poured a can of toy army men on the floor, and you picked up five of them out of the midst of the others and left the others behind, this is the context of the wording here.  The one who is restraining will be caught up from the midst of others and then that restraining power will leave.

10. Daniel 7:24-25 tells us that this coming Antichrist and the Devil through him will prevail and destroy the Saints on the Earth at this time.  But Jesus promised us in Matthew 16:18, that the Gates of Hell would not prevail against the CHURCH.  The Church is the called out assembly of the Body of Christ.  Jesus gave His church the authority to act as the body of Christ and given us power over demonic forces and to move in the Spirit and gifts of the Holy Spirit.  The church will be caught up or raised up and that restraining force that keeps the Gates of Hell at bay will be removed.  

11. Those half (Matthew 25 – the 10 Virgins, 5 will go to the Marriage Supper and 5 will be left behind and miss it, but all 10 are part of the Kingdom of Heaven… saved)of the Virgins who were foolish and lukewarm and left behind will repent and get the oil back according to Jesus in Matthew 25.  But they are stuck on Earth.  There will be great multitudes of martyrs in the first part of the Tribulation.  They are NO LONGER THE CHURCH… as in having the Authority of the Body of Christ.  But they are saved, or Saints.  They go to heaven at their murder and will be given a white robe and stay under the altar and server God the Father forever.  We will talk about that when we get to it in Revelation 6-7.
12. The Church is the restraining forces that keeps the Antichrist from being revealed.  Until the Church is caught up out of the Earth, then his power is kept at bay and he cannot be revealed.

13. Note that the Great Falling Away or Apostasy is already here.  That has occurred, but the church is still here and the Antichrist cannot be revealed until we are removed.  Half of what must occur has occurred before the Second Coming of Christ.  The Apostasy has come, next comes the removal of the church and the rise of the Son of Perdition.  Then Jesus Christ will come again at the 2nd Advent of Christ.
14. Those that choose NOT to receive the Love of the Truth (the gospel) will embrace a lie instead.  God will give them what they desire and they will be sent “STRONG DELUSION” and believe a lie and be damned.  They chose to have pleasure in unrighteousness and to reject the Love of God and the Truth of the Gospel, so God gives them what they want and it consumed and destroys them.

15. The Antichrist will be destroyed by Jesus Christ by the Spirit from His mouth and the brightness of His coming at the Second Coming.

So, Jesus Christ will not return until there is a Great Apostasy, and then the Antichrist is revealed and leads the world into damnation.  The Antichrist can not be revealed until the restraining power from God on him, which is the Church of Jesus Christ, is removed from the Earth and literally taken up.
The Apostasy or Great Falling Away is happening now.  We are in the season of this all finishing up.  The next thing that must occur is the Catching Away of the Church (the Rapture).  Then the Antichrist can be revealed and the world will follow him as if he is the Messiah.  But he is the son of the Devil basically.
Before we go to the opening of the Seals, we must flash back to the vision of John and when he was called up by Jesus into the 3rd Heaven to witness the events that will come to pass.

Revelation 1 sets the groundwork for who this apocalypse or revealing of the truth is from.   It is the Revelation of Jesus Christ and not John.  John is the prophet that reports it, but it belongs to Jesus Christ who appears and speaks to Him in His glorified state in the beginning of chapter 1.  Here is the same Lord that John walked with and saw crucified and resurrected, and now He is glorified as the Son of God!  His very voice sounds like the rushing of many waters it is so powerful.

Revelation 1:19 “ Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter; “  

Revelation 2-3 are the letters to the seven churches of Asia Minor.  This is a Bible Study by itself, but it is the things which are in John’s Day.  We hear of the things that John had seen, and the things that are (the churches), and the things that will come after (that come after the church) the things that are.  We are going to be going to chapter 4 where the Saints of God are gathered for the Marriage Supper and to witness the breaking of the Seals on the little scroll that begins the judgments of the Tribulation.

On what the Word of God says about the time “hereafter” the church

Exactly who are the 24 Elders (which becomes an innumerable number out of every kindred and tongue and nation) that are redeemed and are in the 3rd Heaven witnessing Jesus Christ break the seals as the Tribulation begins?
What is the timing of the catching away of the “church” (called rapture by many), and the first resurrection?  Is the meeting in the air and the catching away of the saints the same as the Second Coming of Christ at Armageddon?  These are all very important questions.

Understand that Jesus would speak much of the Marriage Theme as He (the Groom) and His Betrothed (the church) who would after the Marriage be the Bride of Christ (the church with New Jerusalem together).  The most important spiritual events of the New Testament were shown in the rituals of the Feasts and High Days of the Old Testament.  Jesus Christ was crucified, resurrected on high holy days of the Old Covenant.  The Holy Spirit came on the Day of Pentecost, and each of these Feasts/Holy Days were connected prophetically with the most important events of the New Covenant.
These events, such as the Trumpets being blown is connected to the Feast of Trumpets, Rosh haShanah, and Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement looks forward to the Day of the Lord… judgment).  Jesus and the Apostles spoke of these events and connected prophetically to coming Last Days events.
So, a good understanding of the Jewish Feasts and High Days will give you great insights on these other things spoken of in Revelation and Matthew 24.  We will look at the Feasts and the Marriage Supper of the Lamb of God in prophecy.

THE EARLY FEASTS AND HOLY DAYS IN PROPHECY

The Spring Feasts had to do with the First Coming of Jesus Christ before the Latter Days (a thousand years is as a day to the Lord).  

Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread had to do with the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God that was slain for the whole world.  He is the unleavened bread of God, and through His blood we are cleansed of God.  

1 Corinthians 5:7-8 (KJV) " 7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:   8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  "

1 Corinthians 15:23 (KJV) “ But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. “

The last day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread is the Feast of Firstfruits.  Jesus Christ is the firstfruits of the first resurrection.  

1 Corinthians 15:23 (KJV) “ But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. “

Jesus Christ was crucified on Passover.  He buried during the Feast of Unleavened Bread (He was the hidden matzoh bread in the afikomen ceremony, and Simon Peter was the one who found the napkin and understood it's meaning).  He rose again on Firstfruits, and He is the firstfruits of the First Resurrection, and those of us who have faith in Him shall resurrect also on the Day of Redemption.

Then the Feast of Pentecost (Shavuot - the Harvest Offering) comes 50 days after the sheaf of the wave offering in the Feast of Firstfruits Sabbath.  It is also called the "Feast of Weeks".  The Greek texts of apocryphal books call it Pentecost because of it comes 50 days later in Tobit 2:1 and 2 Maccabees 12:32.  

Tobit 2:1 (KJV w/Apocrypha) " Now when I was come home again, and my wife Anna was restored unto me, with my son Tobias, in the feast of Pentecost, which is the holy feast of the seven weeks, there was a good dinner prepared me, in the which I sat down to eat. "

2 Maccabees 12:32 (KJV w/Apocrypha) " And after the feast, called Pentecost, they went forth against Gorgias the governor of Idumea, "

The fulfillment of spiritual reality of the Feast of Weeks is found in the New Covenant in Acts 2.  The Feast of Weeks was a Harvest Celebration where you start to bring in the Harvest.  This is vividly appropriate when you think about them receiving the power of God at Pentecost to be Jesus’ witnesses to the whole Earth.  The church becomes the workers in the Harvest that Jesus says to pray for and they are empowered by the Holy Spirit to bring in the Harvest and be a witness of Jesus Christ.
Acts 2:1-4 (KJV) " 1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.   2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.   3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.   4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  "

The Holy Spirit came on the Day of Pentecost and the Church was empowered to be truly the body of Christ by the baptism of the Holy Spirit in Acts chapter 2.  

THE LATTER FEASTS IN PROPHECY

The Feasts that bring in the Fall are connected to Last Days Events.  In September (usually, sometimes early October... remember a Lunar Religious Calendar), Rosh Hashannah or the Day of Atonement begims the Feast of Trumpets.  The rituals of the Feasts pointed to both commemorating events and to a later spiritual reality in the New Covenant.  What was ritual under the Law of Moses would become a deeper Spiritual Reality under Jesus Christ and the New Covenant.  The latter feasts would be connected to the end of the age and the very spiritual truths of the events that Bible Prophecy predicts for the Last Days.

Rosh haShanah and the Feast of Trumpets

Leviticus 23:23-25 (KJV) " 23 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,   24 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation.   25 Ye shall do no servile work therein: but ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. "

The "Feast", or Feast of Trumpets starts with the Rosh haShanah (the head of the year), or the New Year which is heralded with the one who sees the moon and blows the shofar.  This feast did not use the silver horns usually used with the New Moon and some of the other feasts, but the shofar or ram's horn which has a very distinctive sound.  
It is the "10 days of awe" before the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur which represents the Final Judgment or Armageddon).  In those 10 days, they afflict their souls thinking of their sins and repenting from the Jewish New Year (Rosh haShanah) on Tishri 1 to Yom Kippur on Tishri 10 on the Day of Atonement.   The term Rosh haShanah (in Hebrew literally, the "Beginning of the Year") is found in Ezekiel 40:1.  

1 Corinthians 15:51-57 (KJV) " 51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,   52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.   53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.   54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.   55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?   56  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.   57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.“    

The Last Trump or shofar actually comes before the Great Trump or Shofar in the Feast of Trumpets.  Some have tried to connect the 7th Trumpet Judgment with the Last Trump, but actually the thing begins with the Last Trump and the Great Trump is most likely at the end at Yom Kippur or Armageddon when Jesus Christ returns to the Earth with His holy armies.  The Last Trump above in 1 Corinthians is the catching away of the church or the Trump of God in 1 Thessalonians 4.  

Those who go with Jesus will go to their own judgment, and the judgment of the Saints is a lot more light-hearted than the Great White Throne Judgment of the Wicked.  The "bema" seat or throne of Christ is held then when we receive a reward for all that we have done and literally have to answer to God, but the only way we can truly answer will be by pleading Jesus' blood and grace.  

Romans 14:10-12 (KJV)" 10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.   11 For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.   12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God. "

2 Corinthians 5:10 (KJV) " For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. "

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 (KJV) " 11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.   12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;   13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.   14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.   15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. "

Point to Ponder:  The 10 days of awe from Rosh haShanah to Yom Kippur is interesting, as 10 is a number that is used to show the completion of a spiritual cycle.  Biblical examples include the 10 plagues on Egypt (Ex. 19:14), Noah was the 10th Generation of the older age, the tithe as a tenth, 10 Gerahs (half a shekel) in "redemptive money" under the Law of Moses owed to Yahweh (Ex. 20:12-16), the Antichrist's 10 kingdoms or horns/toes (Dan. 2:41; 7:7, 20-24; Rev. 12:3,13:1; 17:3, 7, 12), and the 10th Generation being a sign of a complete existence of a people or family (Deut. 23:3, Neh. 13:1), and of course the 10 virgins (Matthew 25).  The 10 days of awe in the Feast of Trumpets looks ahead to the completion of Daniel's 70th Week (oh, and we could put in the 7 x 10 for the 70 Weeks of Daniel with 7 as the number of God's Perfection or Completion times 10 to complete a spiritual cycle).  The 10 days of awe (repentance) will mark 7 literal years where Israel is called to the true Messiah, Y'shua... Jesus Christ and will be at the end brought as a nation into the faith.
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A Sidenote to the Study from the Jewish Mishnah (oral Torah):  Rosh haShanah, is a time of judgment.  There will be 3 books opened on this day.  The Talmud tracate on Rosh haShanah says that the 3 books will be those on the "wicked", and the "righteous", and those lukewarm intermediate class.  Interestingly enough, when the "catching away" of the church or rapture occurs, the dead in Christ or righteous will rise first.  The ones alive on the Earth will be immediately judged if "worthy" to go be with the Lord at this time or not (according to Jesus' words in Luke 21).  Those who are righteous and ready will join the Lord with the dead in Christ in the air and be caught up to the Marriage Supper.  The unrighteous will not hear the trumpet and not know it happened until it is over.  The intermediate are the lukewarm as in Laodicea in Revelation 3 or the 5 foolish virgins of Matthew 25.  They are saved and part of the Kingdom of Heaven, but they are not ready and lukewarm... worldly.  These are your 3 classes.  The idea of the 3 classes are seen in scripture, but the idea of books on them is not really biblical, but in the Mishnah.

Rosh haShanah begins when they see the "moon" and blow the shofar to announce the beginning of the Feast on 1 Tishri.  It is known as the day that no man knows because it first begins when the moon is seen and the shofar blown, and also because it actually lasts for 2 days although it is called a single day.  That is the pre-shadowing of the future truth in the ritual that no man would know the hour except the Father as Jesus declared.  When Jesus declared that no one knew including Himself, He was actually fulfilling the prophecy that shows that we must remain ready and that the actual date cannot be set.  We can know the season and the time that it will come, and we will because we are not in darkness according to 1 Thessalonians 5.  But no one will know the hour until that Shofar (the Trump of God) actually sounds.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (KJV) " 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:   17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. "

Isaiah 27:13 (KJV) " And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come which were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the LORD in the holy mount at Jerusalem. "

Think on this, the shofar being blown is both a call to gather for those already in the New Covenant from both old and new covenants (the dead in Christ of the OT and those who died in Christ in the NT) along wtih the church that has made themselves ready (though according to Jesus, half will be lukewarm and not have the oil or anointing in their lives and be left behind).  
The shofar will be heard by all the church, but only those ready shall go to the Marriage Supper.  The remaining half (the five foolish virgins) will repent and receieve fresh oil, but they will miss their opportunity to go to the Wedding of the Lamb of God, and the door shall be closed to them (Matthew 25 - will quickly cover that in a moment).  

But here is something to think on.  The shofar according to Isaiah 27, is a sign to come to Mt. Moriah and worship to all of Israel in all the world to come back to Israel and worship at the Temple which shall be rebuilt within the first year of the Tribulation (using things said about the worship in Daniel).  The "Last Trump" is actually blown in that feast before the Great Trump... something else to consider.  But no matter the precise timing of the Great Trump seen in Isaiah, the sign in the beginning of the Feast of Trumpets calls the church (the Elders in Revelation 4 and 5) into Marriage Supper, and also is a sign of the time for all Jews and seed of Israel to come home to worship Yahwheh.  It is a signal in the Last Days Events that means different things to different people.

The Feast of Trumpets begins with the shofar blast, and continues in 10 days of awe, when you have trumpets blowing and "sacrifices of fire" given.  During this time, Israel repents and considers their sin looking forward to the 10th Day or the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur).  

The Day of Atonement - YOM KIPPUR

Yom Kippur or the Day of Atonement is the end event of the Feast of Trumpets, 10 days after Rosh haShanah.  Yom Kippur is a FAST DAY where you culminate your repentance for your sin on a day of judgment.  It represents the coming Final Judgment on the wicked and the nations, and national salvation of the nation of Israel.

Romans 2:4-11; Matthew 25:31-46; Revelation 19:11-21 
Those with the Mark of the Beast will be destroyed.  The armies gathered together against Jesus Christ will be destroyed.  The nations who stand against Christ shall fall.  It is a day of judgment.
The Feast of Tabernacles (Booths) or "Sukkot"

This one comes five days after Yom Kippur, and it is observed by building a mini-tabernacle or booth so that the Lord can live among you.  This is the 1,000 year Millennial Reign of Jesus Christ as he will set up residence in a purified Temple in Jerusalem and dwell on the Earth and reign and rule with His Saints.  

During the 1,000 years, there will be no war or violence.  There will be no open sin.  Satan and his demonic horde will be bound in the abyss.  The lifespan of mankind will expand greatly to where people will live to over a 1.000 years old.  He will reign with a rod of iron, and if people openly rebel and sin then they will be put to death.  People will come and see the physical returned Messiah and the Saints will be kings and priests to mankind helping them restore the Earth after the destruction from the Tribulation.    
After the 1,000 years, Satan shall be loosed for a short season (probably 3 1/2 years judging from other prophetic references) and those who will rebel shall rise up in the last rebellion.  Jesus Christ shall flood them with fire, and then the books will be opened and the Last Great White Throne Judgment will occur. The lost without Jesus Christ, Satan, fallen angels, demons and even death shall be cast into the Lake of Fire where the Beast and False Prophet already are by then.  Then you see Yahweh starting creation again as He makes the heavens and the earth "new".  There is no more sin, and New Jerusalem descends as a gigantic cube out of the heavens upon the Earth.

ON THE MARRIAGE SUPPER - JESUS THE GROOM AND THE BRIDE OF CHRIST (the Church and later the Church and New Jerusalem together)

Matthew 25:1-13 (KJV) " 1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.   2 And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.   3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them:   4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.   5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.   6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.   7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.   8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.   9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.   10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.   11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.   12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.   13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. "

In Eastern (Oriental) Cultures during this time, the wedding party would prepare (especially including the bride) for the marriage, but the specific day would not be given.  They would prepare and stay prepared, and when the groom decided, the groom's party would go through the street calling for those invited to the wedding (including the bride) to come to the Marriage!  It was a great celebration, and here Jesus likens the wedding or forever joining of the church (bride) with Jesus (the groom) forever to be married throughout eternity.  

From "Who is this King of Glory?" by A. T. Evans in chapter 8:

Revelation 19:6-11 (KJV) " 6 And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.   7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.   8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.   9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. " <scripture added by me>
The Lamb is Jesus, coming to consummate His marriage to His waiting bride, the church. The church is seen preparing herself for her bridegroom by putting on her wedding garments, “fine linen, bright and clean” (v. 8).   I get to perform my fair share of weddings. I go into the bridal room just before the wedding to pray with the bride and her bridesmaids for the ceremony we are about to enter into.  You know what a bride is doing in that room. She is making herself ready, in great detail. And she usually has other women there to help her make herself ready for the wedding ceremony.

When the marriage of the Lamb comes, Christ’s bride is going to be ready. He will see to that. We, the church, will be wearing wedding garments that are called “the righteous acts of the saints” (19:8).

Evans, A. T. (1999). Who is this king of glory? : Experiencing the fullness of Christ's work in our lives. (146). Chicago: Moody Press.

Matthew 22:1-13 – Marriage Supper of the King’s Son

Luke 12:38-48 – Coming when you think not, so be faithful for if you are not you will be punished and have your portion with the unbelievers   

Luke 14:15-24 – Invited to the Dinner by the Lord

IN THE 3RD HEAVEN:  THE EVENTS AFTER THE TIME OF THE CHURCH “JUST” BEFORE THE TRIBULATION
Revelation 4:1 “ After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. “

So, after Jesus has dealt with the church in chapters 2 and 3, after this… after the churches,, John is shown an open door where he goes through and God calls him up to see a vision that will occur after the church… the future.  Jesus shows what is going to come to pass after the time of the church.
In Revelation 4, you find yourself in the majesty of another realm of existence in what the Bible calls the 3rd Heaven.  The first heaven is from the ground up to the edge of our atmosphere.  The middle or second heaven is outer space to the farthest galaxy.  The third heaven where angels and saints meet with the manifested presence of God on a throne is another dimensional realm “above” our 4 dimensional space.  That is where you find the crystal sea and the bow of God’s glory shining out from a throne on a mountain with His Cherubim (4 are described by both Ezekiel and John) crying “holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty, who was, and who is, and who is to come.”  You then see the Elders (Saints of God) and the angels as well along with the coals or stones of fire.  
Revelation 4:4-5 (KJV) “ 4 And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.   5 And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. “

These “24" elders have crowns such as been promised to the Church that are overcomers.  They are also on thrones (KJV says seats, but the word means a throne).  They are reigning with Christ actually as is our promise by God if we overcome.  Matthew 19:28; Revelation 2:25-27; 3:21; 20:6; Romans 8:16-17; 2 Timothy2:11-12; Isaiah 24:23; 2 PETER 2:9 – ROYAL PRIESTHOOD!
2 Timothy 4:7-8 “ 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished [my] course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. “

Revelation 3:11 “ Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. 
Revelation 2:10 “ Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast [some] of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. “

1 Corinthians 9:25 (KJS) And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they [do it] to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. “

James 1:12 “ Blessed [is] the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. “

1 Peter 5:4 “And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away“
The word crown here is the Greek stephanos.  It is the laurel leaves of victory that they would give to you for overcoming or winning at a game or race.  It was not a diadem crown as you see Jesus Christ wearing later.  All these passages promise to the believer that overcomes to the end a crown or stephanos of victory or life.  
The word “Elder” is the Greek presbuteros used through Bible for men of divine qualifications - never for angels.  The word elder is signifying humans that have been given Godly authority or of older people who are given honor.  It is never used of angelic beings.  Revelation 5:11-14 separates them from angelic beings as well, plus they are “redeemed” by Jesus’ blood.
In fact, we are going to see that they are actually redeemed Saints and there are a lot more than 24 of them.  But you see 24 as a representative of 12 for the Old Covenant and 12 for the New Covenant.  
Also, in the Old Testament, there were thousands of priests and all could not meet at the same time.  So, King David appointed 24 groups of them, and 24 of them would meet at one time.  Those 24 represented all of their group when they met.  So, 24 represented all the “priesthood”, which is what we are in Christ.
The Cherubim lead the worship.  They are “living creatures” or zoa.  They all have six wings and are “full of eyes all around” (whatever that really means… both Ezekiel and John were trying to describe something that they had no frame of reference to describe).  One had the face of a man, one looked like a calf, one looked like a lion, and one was like an eagle.  
When the cherubim lead the worship, the Saints (Elders) would fall down and worship Yahweh (God the Father).  They sing a song of praise declaring that God, the Creator is worthy!

Revelation 4:10-11 (KJV) “ 10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,   11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. “

The Saints fall down before God the Father and cast their crowns to the Father as an offering for giving them the victory.  We cast our crowns before the Father, and not the Son as most people think.  In chapter four, God the Father is getting the glory but it will shift to the Son in chapter five.
In Revelation 5, a mighty angels asks the question, “Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof?”
Revelation 5:2 (AMP) “ And I saw a strong angel announcing in a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the scroll? And [who is entitled and deserves and is morally fit] to break its seals?”
This scroll is the scroll that brings beginning of the 70th Week of Daniel and the final judgments of this age.  Each seal opens up the judgment of God.  The question is, who is righteous enough to open it and bring the judgments?
Revelation 5:5-7 (KJV) “ 5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.  6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne. “

Jesus Christ is both the Lion of the Tribe of Judah (who overcomes, the Lord of Lords), and the Lamb of God who gave His life for the world at the same time!  HE IS BOTH THE LAMB AND THE LION TOGETHER.  HE IS WORTHY!
What has Jesus conquered?  Sin- Colossians 1:13-14; Satan- Hebrews 2:14; Fallen angels and demons- Colossians 2:14-15; Death and the Grave- 2 Timothy 1:10; The World- John 16:33

The 7 horns (power) and 7 eyes (omniscience) shows the 7-fold (complete) power of the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus Christ took the scroll from the right hand of God the Father.  Notice that the Son is not the Father, but they are ONE GOD.  The Son takes the scroll.
The Elders now “sing a new song” to Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.  These verses are vital for both understanding the weight of what has happened, who Jesus is to us especially in saving us so that we can be here in this event in Heaven, and in just who the Elders are really.

Revelation 5:9-12 (KJV) “ 9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;   10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.   11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;   12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. “

1. They worship God the Son, Jesus Christ the Lamb of God who gave us salvation through His blood.
2. You were slain to redeem us from EVERY kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation!  This is the Saints’ song who have been redeemed and not the angels who cannot be redeemed.
3. This is more than just 24 Jewish Elders.  Yes, 12 for the Old and 12 for the New Covenant. 
4. kindred = Greek phule = tribe or kindred... all those descending from a race or a family such as all those descended from Abraham.  Out of every related tribe.

5. tongue = Greek glossa = language... out of every language of the ages of the world.

6. people = Greek laos = a people gathered in one place in a country or nation.  Out of every country.

7. nation = Greek ethnos = this word is the root for “ethnic”, and it is every ethnic group as separated from Israel and the Jews... such as Arabs, American Indians, Blacks, White Europeans, and every ethnic group.  
8. The 24 is out of every people and nation and language and kindred.  This is black, white, red, yellow, brown and all shades in between out of every people and language ever on the Earth (every language).  There are thousands upon thousands of peoples and nations and languages of mankind in its history, and many in any one time.

9. 1 Peter 2:9 makes it clear that are a chosen people and a Royal Priesthood.  Here you see the culmination of that.
10. You have a countless number of angels and Saints (the 24 represented all of the billions of Saints there) along with the 4 Cherubim.  

11. The “ten thousands” of the KJV is actually the Greek word murias or myriad.  A myriad is like 10 thousands... or an innumerable amount.  And myriads of myriads is like 10,000 X 10,000 or an innumerable host of worshipers.
12. This is a heaven shattering moment in the history of the universe.  Such events are about to be brought into play that literally rock Heaven as Jesus Christ prepares to break the seals on the scroll.

THERE IS A PARALLEL PREDICTION ON THE LAST DAYS FROM JESUS CHRIST FOUND IN MATTHEW 24, MARK 13, AND LUKE 21 WITH THESE EVENTS.  WE WILL BEGIN EXPLORING THOSE PARALLEL SCRIPTURES.

Matthew 24:3-5 (KJV) “3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?  4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.   5 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. “

Luke 21:8 (KJV) “ And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore after them. “
Jesus was answering the questions that they had answered.  He was telling them of the times of the Destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem up until the signs of the End of the age.  In these “last days” since AD 70 and the destruction of the Temple until this generation as prophecy opens up before our eyes, we have seen an increase of False Messiahs and False Prophets as the “Spirit of Antichrist” has grown more and more powerful.
We are inundated with Cults and False Messiahs from New Age Maitraya (originally a Buddhist idea, but now taken up by the UFO Raelians and several claim to be this prophetic Buddha today), Rev. Moon, Scientology, older groups like Rosicrucians, and a number of other ones. The coming wars and rumors of wars in verse 6 has to do both with the wars of the Jews that destroyed the Temple, and the coming wars you see in Revelation 6.  You see the culmination of that in Revelation 6, but there are things that still must happen before the actual “End” that Jesus speaks of.
Matthew 24:23-24 talks about within the time of the Tribulation, especially the last part in Great Tribulation, this deception will become much greater that it has during all the Last Days since Jesus’ Crucifixion.  The man Antichrist and “the” False Prophet” will be deceiving openly in the world then, and many including many of the very elect will be fooled.  This is why knowing the Word of God is so very vital to keep you from deception.  Matthew 24:23-24  “ 23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.   24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. “

SECTION TWO – The Seven Seals

REVELATION CHAPTER SIX

MATTHEW 24 WILL BE USED IN PARALLEL

Revelation 6:1-2 (KJV) “ 1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see.   2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.  “

Revelation 6:1-2 (AMP) “ 1 THEN I saw as the Lamb broke open one of the seven seals, and as if in a voice of thunder I heard one of the four living creatures call out, Come!  2  And I looked, and saw there a white horse whose rider carried a bow. And a crown was given him, and he rode forth conquering and to conquer. “ [Ps. 45:4, 5; Zech. 1:8; 6:1-3.]

THE FIRST SEAL
Jesus Christ opens the 1st Seal and the cataclysms of the Apocalypse begins to occur
Understand that there will be many troubles before these seals are broken.  There will be troubles (the Bible calls them perilous times in 2 Timothy 3:1-5) in this last generation “before” the actual Tribulation begins.  It will not be all peaceful and wonderful, and then all “Hell” break loose at the breaking of the seals.  There is a coming storm and the darkness will get darker and darker before the actual seals are broken.  We know that we are in the season of the End of this Age already.  
But there are “specific” things that will occur when these seals are broken and they will not occur until Jesus breaks the seals.  Until that happens, we have not yet seen the Tribulation begin.  The Saints who have been called into Heaven to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb (that occurs at the same time) will be witnesses to the breaking of the Seals and the End Time Judgments coming to the Earth.
The first cherub (living creatures)... which would be the one like the lion... cries in his powerful voice to come and see what will happen on the Earth as Christ releases the Seal in Heaven.  

The voice of the first cherub (the one like a lion) is so great that it sounds like thunder to John.  This is similar to Isaiah’s description of the voices of the Seraphim (it is debatable if a Seraph is a fiery description of a Cherub or not, but their appearance and worship is nearly identical in scripture).  Isaiah 6:3-4 “ 3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, [is] the LORD of hosts: the whole earth [is] full of his glory. 4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. “
Interesting note though, the voice sounding like thunder isn’t repeated after the first Seal.  The beasts speak to John and tell him to look, but only when the first Seal is broken and Tribulation or the Birth Pains begins is the voice so great that it sounds like thunder.  IT HAS BEGUN!
Revelation 6:2 “ And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer. “

Greek of Revelation 6:2 “ and I saw, And behold a horse white, and the [one] sitting on it having a bow, and was given to him a crown, and he went out overcoming, and that he might overcome.”
[image: image6.wmf]The First Seal:  The White Horse - Gog of Magog (Ezekiel 38 and 39)
The conqueror who will be given the power to conquer much land and overcome.
There are about 3 ideas on who the white rider is.  I think with a careful look at what he has and what he does, and a parallel description from Ezekiel helps as well give us the identity of this rider.
What he has and is given :
1) On a white horse... not so much a symbol of purity as a symbol of power and conquering.  He will move as someone on a righteous mission, but it will cause a world war.

2) He has a bow already.  Note that Christ is never said to have a bow, as a bow is symbol of military power.  He already had military power and is poised on a horse ready to ride.

3) He is given a crown.  This is not the diadem crown of Christ, but a stephanos... the same word for the crowns of victory that the Saints have in Heaven.  It is a crown of overcoming.

4) He is given the power of overcoming so that he might conquer and overcome.
5) Remember that these seals are judgments upon the Earth. And there is a tie in to the rest of the Horsemen of the Apocalypse.  They are describing a progression of the same event.
This character is poised and ready to launch out and take land and conquer.  He is sitting on his horse (ready for swift movement); and he is holding his bow (a very NON-MESSIANIC image)... so he is ready for war and has the military might to fight it; and he is given (not stated who gave it to him) a crown of victory so that he can start this world war.  
He rides a white horse which through scripture represents a conqueror or a victorious champion.  Also, he will appear to be riding to a noble cause on a white horse, but this will trigger a world war and great death.  Note that this begins the plagues of the 7-year tribulation.

The four horsemen together represent a world war starting with the white horse as the instigator, with the red horse as the war begins to the black horse and the famine that goes with war ending with the pale horse in which it pulls 1/4 of the world into the conflict with various kinds of horrible death.  

THEORY 1:  The weakest theory is that this is the same white rider of Revelation 19:11-13 [Jesus Christ].  This would make this a revival.  That would not fit with the other horsemen, plus it is a judgment marked with a sound of thunder.  And the bow does not fit a revival, but to military power
THEORY 2:  The semi-plausible theory is that this is the Antichrist beginning to take his power (A European Leader).  Though the book of Daniel speaks of a violent uprooting of three nations in his power play, and that he would be invading Egypt at the end of the tribulation [Daniel 11:40], Revelation deals with it in later chapters.  Add to that, according to Daniel 8:25, the Antichrist will destroy more through peace than he will through war.  To the nation of Israel, he will be peace maker and will make a peace treaty with Israel.  He will move peace keeping troops into Israel by the middle of the tribulation.  So, there are some problems with this.  The Antichrist will take advantage of the chaos of this war to take power, but he will not begin it.
THEORY 3:  I believe that the book of Ezekiel identifies this rider with a bow as the Leader of Russia that will lead an Islamic Coalition of Nations against Israel in a World War (Gog of Magog).  This marks the beginning of a world war.  He is the instigator of an invasion of the nation of Israel in the last days.  He is a conquering invader that starts a move that escalates into a war that involves most, and will affect the world. Ezekiel 39 identifies this rider as Gog of the land of Magog which is Russia.
ISLAM AND RUSSIA
Islam is the hook that so many have wondered about in Ezekiel 38 and 39.  What would motivate Russia to lead Islamic countries into a world war over the Navel of the World, Israel?  We should recognize that there are a couple of strategic reasons to want to control Israel for Russia.  One is the great wealth of minerals in the Dead Sea and the richness of its land from its ability to grow food to the oil fields that they have recently discovered.  But the other one is the literal strategic position that it holds as the Navel of the World in between Europe, Asia, and Africa on the Mediterranean.  It is in a place that you could hold or use as an advance base for any military operation into the three Continents.  
But it is Islam that is behind the invasion and the glue that holds secondary powers such as Ethiopia from the South and fanatical terrorist regimes such as Libya and Iran to Russia.  Ezekiel 38 (which is the description of this World War of the Riders of the Apocalypse) describes Russia’s main purpose as being a guard for these fanatical Muslim countries.  Islam is what holds them together.

There is an estimated 20 million+ Muslims in Russia or about 1/7 the population presently.  A look at the demographics of Russia shows an estimation that some 15% of Russians were Muslim; 15-20% were Russian Orthodox Christian, and 2% more being Protestant Christian groups such as Pentecostal, Baptist, Assemblies and Churches of God, etc.    Islam is the tradition of many of the more southern sections of Russia historically, but it has gained ground in the country in general.  The Russian Orthodox (an offshoot of the Eastern Orthodox) Church is to a great degree a very “controlled” church as it became under Communist Domination.  
Islam is a great concern for the Russian Leadership.  The 

And the current radical changes that grass roots type groups like the Muslim Brotherhood have made in Egypt and now in Pakistan and other countries has Russia very, very concerned.  These groups show a 2-sided face.  One seems totally reasonable to the people, but the currents of extremism are flowing through them underneath.   The change that they affected in Egypt has made a lot of Eastern Countries take note that their position might not be as strong as they suppose.
Russia has long been trying to appease the Muslims, and has embraced Iran’s Nuclear Program for example.  It was found at the beginning of the Iraq War that Russian Military Special Forces (aka advisors) were on the ground in Iraq helping Saddam Hussein’s troops before they were removed when things heated up.  Russia needs more oil for one thing, and they fear their own Muslim presence and how it might blow up in their faces consider the pressure that is there from years of suppression.  The Riots have especially troubled them.

They have come out as a force “against” Israel and one of the main pushers of a Palestinian State.  

Note:  no other country in the world would be expected to “take” countries like Russia and Iran’s pressures to form another country out of your own against your will.  No other country in the world would take the additional pressure of President Obama’s stand with these countries to force an imaginary country of “Palestine” where Israel and in particular, Jerusalem stands.  It is outrageous, YET the world expects ISRAEL to just take it.
THERE WILL COME A POINT, WHERE ISRAEL’S NEIGHBORS ATTACK, AND THERE IS NO STRONG ALLY TO STAND WITH THEM.  AT THAT POINT, ISRAEL’S ONLY OPTION WILL BE A NUCLEAR OPTION.  WHEN NUCLEAR WEAPONS ARE USED TO PUSH ISRAEL’S NEIGHBORS BACK, THE UNITED NATIONS WILL BACK A MILITARY MOVE BY RUSSIA AND ISLAMIC COUNTRIES TO PUT ISRAEL DOWN AND FORCE A PALESTINIAN STATE.  

IT IS PROBABLE THAT A REBUILT JEWISH TEMPLE WILL BE IN THE MIX OF THIS SIMULTANEOUSLY AS THE TEMPLE WILL BE IN EXISTENCE BY THE EIGTH MONTH OF THE TRIBULATION ACCORDING TO DANIEL.

Question to consider: Could Shiite Muslims be giving the White Rider his crown to conquer?

Shiite Muslims are almost as much at war with Sunni Muslims as they are the West anymore.  This is why Saudi Arabia will be seen as the West’s Ally and military forces will come from what is the United States’ forces against Russia later when this World War become nuclear in Revelation 8 (referenced from Ezekiel 38).  Saudi Arabia are more modernist Sunni Muslims, and the fanatical Shia Muslims of Iran for example consider them traitors to the Quran and the central teachings of Mohammad.  Shiites are usually the ones you see blowing up children and innocents along with themselves (not always, but usually).  
Shiites also stress that the descendants of Ali (Mohammad’s cousin and son-in-law) are Imams and special spiritual leaders, and that have political and spiritual authority over the community.  They are the ones who lead the fanatics into suicide and murder. They are the ones who push and oversee what is call Sharia Law (very harsh Islamic Law).
If Russia takes a strong stand against Israel as it allies itself with Iran, the Shia Muslim world will give Russia a lot of power and leverage to use in taking control of Israel and forcing a very real world war.  It will be the world’s first World War that was a “Jihad” every waged… a Global Jihad.
As the U.N. backed Saudi Arabia with the U.S.A. being the main military force in Desert Storm when Hussein’s forces had ruthlessly invaded Kuwait in the early 1990’s, so the U.N. will back the Islamic countries and the Palestinians with Russia being the main military force in this coming war.  
Ezekiel 38:8, 9; 39:1-3  identifies this leader as the one who starts the last days war in Israel.  It is Gog of Magog.  If you will with an unbiased mind look at the historical evidence, you will find that Gog is the Leader of the land of RUSSIA.  We will explore Ezekiel 38 and 39 before we enter Revelation 8 at which point this world war becomes an atomic war.

Ezekiel 38:8-9 – they attack Israel like a storm on the land.  This is the White Rider.
Ezekiel 39:1-3 – he is the one with the bow prophetically risen up against Israel in this war – Gog of Magog.
“ 3 And I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will cause thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand. “
The thought that the White Rider is some revival just doesn’t go in context with the rest of the text around it.  It is judgment, not revival.  These riders are a progressive part of the same thing, a world war that will become steadily worse and worse until it takes in ¼ of the Earth and eventually becomes a thermonuclear war at the 7th Seal.
Note:  The first 4 Seals are related, and the first 4 Trumpets are related, and an argument will be made later to show that the first 4 Vial or Bowl judgments are related.

Revelation 6:3 “ And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see. “
Each time the first four Seals are broken, each cherub in turn declares, “Come”.  The other cherubim besides the lion at the first isn’t said to have a voice like thunder... this one is like a calf or ox.  Come and see.
Revelation 6:4 “ And there went out another horse [that was] red: and [power] was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword. “

GREEK OF REVELATION 6:3-4 “ And when he opened the second seal; I heard the second living creature saying; Come.  4 And another Red Horse went forth, and to the one sitting on it was given to him to take peace out of the earth and in order that they shall slay one another, and a great sword was given to him.”
[image: image7.wmf]
The Second Seal  - The Red Horse  - War
Actual war breaks out and peace is taken from the earth.  
The red horse is a symbol of war and bloodshed.  This horse follows the white horseman who instigated the war by taking land.  A war erupts... it affects the whole Earth and pulls peace literally out of the Earth, but it isn’t the world war of the scope that it shall become… yet, but it is a very serious war.  It affects the whole Earth.
It was given him the ability to take peace from the earth.  So, this is not just a little war.  There are over 100 little wars are waged all over the globe at the same time, but this will affect the Earth so it is more than just a little conflict.

[image: image8.wmf]Greek Word Study:  The Greek word for sword here is machaira {makh’-ahee-rah}, which means a small curved sword for a cutting stroke, or a small straight sword for a thrusting stroke.  
A machaira is a small sword for killing.  And it is used with the Greek word megas which means “great”.  It is a great sword, but it is a smaller sword as compared to the larger broadsword types.  But it is “large” as in it is powerful and great.  It is like a one-handed curved sword that is good for a cavalry rider – saber-sized with a curve at the end..
So, it is a smaller sword than the pale rider is carrying, but it is still a great sword with much power to kill on the earth and take the peace away.
Men started to massively kill one another as this messenger takes peace from the earth.  Notice the word earth is used here and suggests a global effect.  Also, the specter of a RED horse is one of blood and fire... it shows a very scary messenger of war.  Matthew 24:6-8 “ 6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all [these things] must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. “
1 Thessalonians 5:3 “ For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. “
Oddly, “Peace and Safety” was the motto of Israel in the mid 1990’s just before the current Jihad against them was called and the troubles with the Temple Mount began.  Since then, the troubles and violence have escalated and escalated until you see the pieces in place for the “travail upon a woman with child” or “tribulation” to begin.  The Red Horseman will mark a great war with great blood letting.  I don’t believe that this has anything to do with the martyrdom of the righteous... that is a little later under the 5th Seal.  This is a war.
Note for Teacher Only: Zechariah used similar imagery that God revealed in the working of His will on the Earth.  But instead of a pale green horse, it was a bay or speckled... and there were more than one horse pulling chariots, but it is an interesting parallel. Zech.6:1-8 
The wars and rumors of wars have been a hallmark of the past 1900 to 2000 years, or technically the “Last Days”.  Don’t be troubled thinking this means the End of the Age is here, for this does not by itself mark the End of the Age.  But, when you see these Seals being broken and the particular nation rising against nation (remember, this is in relationship especially to Jerusalem and the End Times that they had asked about), and the next things occurring, then you have reason to know that the End is near.  Mark and Luke include some more things that Jesus said in this discourse than Matthew 24 does, and these are things seen in the first 6 Seals.  All included are part of the “Beginning of Sorrows” or Lesser Tribulation.  
Sorrow here is the Greek odeen or odin, which is a birth pang from childbirth.  These things are only the beginning of the childbirth process where Israel shall be born again as a whole at the end.  This is just the beginning of birth pangs or “tribulation” (which is what tribulation means… the travail of a woman giving birth).
UNDERSTAND THIS:  there are wars going on all the time and the wars and rumors of wars have been going on non-stop since the Last Days began.  The White Rider began an invasion and takeover of Israel and probably other associated land.  BUT THE RED RIDER OF THE APOCALYPSE will use his power to take PEACE FROM THE EARTH.  This means that there will not be peace “anywhere” on the Earth.  THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE NORMAL WARRING STATE OF THE EARTH BEFORE HE RIDES TO THE STATE AFTER THE RED RIDER RIDES WILL BE AS IF HE HAD THE POWER TO TAKE PEACE FROM THE EARTH.  Nobody will feel safe on the face of the Earth.

The Tribulation is called by scripture by a couple of key terms all meaning the travail of childbirth:  Jacob’s sorrow; birth pains, travail, sorrows or tribulation.  Great or Greater Tribulation or the Wrath of God or the time and times and half of a time for the second half of the Tribulation.  

So, once you get past the wars and rumors of wars, and to the point to where you have Nation rising up against Nation and earthquakes in many places, and pestilences and famines all happening and signs in the heavens (both atmospheric and outer space – 2 heavens) together, then these are the plagues of the first 6 Seals that occur at the beginning of the Tribulation.  These are the “beginning of sorrows” or birth pains.
The third rider is about to ride in this progression of plagues of the first four seals being broken, and the third cherub spoke which is the one who has the face of a man and calls for John to look upon the Earth to see the results.  I always wondered what kind of body this cherub had, if he only had the “face” of a man.

THIS WAR BEGINS WITH AN INVASION OF ISRAEL BY ISLAMIC FORCES WITH THE WHITE RIDER AS THEIR FRONT GUARD.  IT WILL IGNITE INTO SUCH A VOLATILE CONFLICT THAT IT SHALL TAKE AWAY THE PEACE OF THE WHOLE WORLD.  THIS WILL BE A RELIGIOUS WAR THAT WILL NOT ALLOW NEUTRALITY IT WOULD SEEM.  
It will pull peace out of the whole Earth.  This is not a normal war.  Ezekiel 38 parallels this prophetic account.

The Islamic War of Gog and Magog 
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Gog and Magog is actually pronounced “Goeg” and “Ma– Goeg”:  This is the war of Gog and Magog.  “Ma” (as in ma as a mother) means a northern land to Israel.   Magog means the “northern land of Gog” literally in Hebrew.    Though Gog and Magog are mentioned earlier in scriptures as men who established families in lands (1 Chr. 5:4; Gen 10:2), but when used together it means the land of Gog with God being the leader seen in these chapters with a bow and arrows conquering Israel.
One interesting side note is that the word “Gog” might be from a Sumerian word, “gug”, which means “darkness”.  It would be appropriate and if so, more of a title… “darkness and land of darkness from the north”.  One interesting side note even to this is that the area north of the Caspian Sea going up the northern range of the Ural Mountains in Russia is known as the mysterious “Land of Darkness”.  A lot of literature has taken up the theme of the mysterious dark land called the Land of Darkness somewhere north of Georgia up into Russia in the Urals.
Ezekiel 38:2 "Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him," 

HEBREW LITERAL - "Son of man, set your face against Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal."

Command:  speak against Gog!   Son of man (showing Ezekiel’s position as a human being before God Almighty), prophesy against Gog.  Despite the fact that he begins seeming to conquer Israel, it is a prophecy against Gog.  Gog is the power behind these other countries.  He is the main military power that gives the other Islamic countries the very power to invade Israel and provides a shield for them.
The KJV says prince of Meschech and Tubal.  It is the Hebrew word Nasi which means an exalted one.  It can be a ruler, a king, a leader, or one who has political power over someone.  These are 2 different lands, but yet this Gog has authority or power over them.
Historical Evidence:   Josephus and many other ancient authorities place Magog as the Scythians - north of the borders of the Azov Sea in the Caucasian Mountains between the Black and the Caspian Seas northward.  They were the very most northern tribe of barbarians.  IF YOU LOOK STRAIGHT NORTH FROM THE MIDDLE OF THE BLACK AND CASPIAN SEA, THEN YOU ARE IN THE LAND OF RUSSIA AND MOSCOW IS JUST UP FROM THERE.
According to John Gill’s Expositor, “ where the Samaritan and Septuagint versions read Gog: it is the same with <Arabic>, "Jagog", by which name the Arabians called the Scythians.
During Ezekiel’s time, Russia was the home of the Scythians, the band of barbarian horse tribes that were so vicious and feared.  They were not armored generally, but were barbarians.  The conditions you see for an army for Magog to be as is described here did not exist in Ezekiel’s day.  It does now though.
Scythia (and thus Scythians) have been said to include lands from the Ukraine (White Russia) to Russia (primarily), and east to Central Asia (Siberia and as far southeast as Kazakhstan and its neighbors).  But Magog is said to be in that area north of the Caucasus from the Azov and in between the Caspian and Black Seas north of Armenia and Georgia across the mountains.  This is Modern-Day Russia.  Then, it was populated by bands of nomads, but today they are a true military power as described here.

Ezekiel saw ahead 2500 years until our time when Russia would become one of the world powers that other countries would follow.  During the time of Ezekiel’s prophecy, it would have made little sense to say that these barbarous riders would be such a shield to much stronger nations in the south.  But today, the scenario that Ezekiel gives is on target.                                                                                                                                         

The King James Version translates the Hebrew word "ROSH" as "chief", which should not be done unless used in a religious context such as a chief priest.  This word literally has two completely different meanings in Hebrew with the exact same spelling and looks exactly the same.  If it is used as “chief”, then it is a religious term used with the priesthood (almost always chief or high priest) or the priestly head of a family or God.  
The other use of Rosh is in context with this passage as a particular LAND named Rosh in the Bible. If the word Rosh in Hebrew is used with priests and religion, then it means the chief priest, otherwise it means a place called Rosh. 
 Ezekiel 38:2 (CLV)  `Son of man, set your face unto Gog, of the land of Magog, prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy concerning him,
Ezekiel 38:2 (NASB) "Son of man, set your face toward Gog of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against him, “
The Septuagint was (Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament used by the early Jews and the early Greek speaking church)  renders the passage as... "... Prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal"   The land of Rosh does indeed fall in the same neighborhood as Magog, Togarmah, Tubal.

LOCATION OF ROSH:  The authorities say that Rosh was the Scythian mountaineers dwelling north of the Taurus on the shores of the Black Sea and the banks of the Volga.   The Byzantine and Arabian writers wrote of them in the 10th Century.  This is the modern land of Ukraine, formerly known as White Russia which borders the western edge of Russia and the western side of Russia.  The Ukraine is extremely tight politically and even emotionally with Russia even today years after the Soviet Union has fallen, as it has become a blending of Ukrainian and Russian society.  
THE BLACK SEA FLEET OF RUSSIA IS STATIONED THERE ON THE BLACK SEA IN RUSSIA, but Russia also has naval bases at Georgia and in the Ukraine as well.  The Ukrainian site of Novorossiysk has recently been expanded by the Russians and upgraded.  The base at the Crimean Sevastopol is Russia’s largest current naval base in the Black Sea.  Crimea is part of the Ukraine.   Even though the old Soviet presence at Odessa is only a memory, there is  still a STRONG Russian military presence in the Black Sea.  It has been reported that nuclear weapons are no longer stored there since the break-up of the Soviet Union, but the strong military presence always presents possibilities that are not always forthcoming to the rest of the world.
According to Adam Clarke’s Expositor, “...Scythians who were descendants of Magog, son of Japheth.   Houbigant declares for the Scythians, whose neighbors were the people of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, that is the Russians, Muscovites, and Tybareni or Cappadocians. Several eminent critics espouse this opinion.”
A history of the Apostle Andrew tells us this, “The historian, Eusebius, wrote that the went to Scythia, which is in southern Russia, in the area around the Black Sea. Andrew was known for a long time as the patron saint of Russia. Early apocryphal writing agree. “  

MESHECH HAS 2 POSSIBILITIES:  SYRIA/LEBANON or 2 ANCIENT LANDS WITH THAT NAME.

•Possibility #1:  Meshech was an unknown Aramaen tribe also spelled "Mash" according to Genesis 10:23 "And the children of Aram; Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Mash."  ARAM is in modern day Syria and Lebanon  Ez. 27:12-14
•Possibility #2:  Meshech is also a reference to the descendants of Japheth known as the "Moschoi".  Psalm 120:5 places them with Kedar (bedouins or tent dwellers) of the northern Arabian Desert which is modern Iraq.   

Some scholars have attempted to equate Moschoi with Moscow, and say that the prophet was speaking of Moscow and not the tribe the Moschoi or Meshech.  This far-fetched theory would have their descendants settling what would today be modern Moscow-extremely unlikely
Although Iraq could certainly be involved in an Islamic War with Iran and Syria and other nations, it is less likely than Syria-Lebanon being meant here.  The context with Turkey here shows more that Gog has an authority over them, rather than them being with him in battle.  In the same way that Turkey will allow the Russian Fleet to sail to Israel, so will Syria and Lebanon let Russian and Islamic Troops cross so that they may invade Israel from the north.
TUBAL IS A VERY EASY PLACE TO IDENTIFY. IT IS THE WESTERN PART OF MODERN TURKEY THAT HAS THE WATER ACCESS FROM THE BLACK SEA TO THE MEDITERRANEAN.  LOCATION:  ISTANBUL, TURKEY.
Russia has a treaty agreement with Turkey to use the passage at Istanbul, Turkey for their navy since Istanbul controls this waterway into the Black Sea.  This has always been awkward at times since Turkey is a NATO country.  But in an Islamic War over a Palestinian State or similar goals (or even a global Jihad against Jews), Turkey (which is one of the strongest Muslim States in existence) would support the Russian Navy moving into the Mediterranean with forces moving against Israel.
EZEKIEL 38:3 (KJV) “  And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I [am] against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: “

Ezekiel 38:3 (NASB) and say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Behold, I am against you, O Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal. 
God himself is against you Gog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal.  God will use this evil man, but judgment will finally come because God is against him.  And these other nations involved will be judged by God as well.  

Russia will be the focus of this prophecy and the leader of the nation of Russia.

EZEKIEL 38:4 “  And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed with all sorts [of armour, even] a great company [with] bucklers and shields, all of them handling swords: “

Gog's direction will be reversed violently as in the sense of putting hooks in the jaws of a wild beast and being reversed.  Since scholars and students began looking at this Last Days prophecy, the question of what Gog’s Hook has dominated much speculation.  
When you understand that great interest and history between the former Soviet Union and now Russia and Israel and the vast amounts of food and resources sent into Russia to allow their Jews to return home to Israel, one might think that the mineral and food resources alone might be the hook in Russia’s mouth.  It is more violent than that.
Look at Russia’s history with Afghanistan and its civil in-fighting with Chechnya and the focus of Islam as the key to their continued struggle has gotten Russia’s attention.  The Orthodox Community of Russians in Chechnya has been reduced to a small fraction of what it was as Islam has grown.  It has broken borders and spread northward into the Russia.  One of the focal points of the earlier Afghanistan War was Russia’s fear of the spreading Islamic threat.
It has seemed that lately in their moves toward Shiite controlled Iran and other Islamic states that Russia has decided to control by befriending Muslims.  They took heavy losses when they opposed them outright, but seem to have changed their plans in how that they deal with Muslim politics and religion.
RADICAL ISLAMIC IS THE MOST LIKELY IDENTITY OF THE HOOK IN RUSSIA’S MOUTH.  Because of radical Islam, Russia will act as a shield to an Islamic force against Israel.  It will be Russia’s firepower that allows it.
We cannot speculate if Gog is Vladimir Putin or some other Russian current leader.  I remember a friend of mine pointing out his KGB background back in the early 1990’s and how he was a good candidate back then.  We have seen his hunger for power and the games he has played to keep in power even when not out in front.  

The bottom line is that the person that is in a leadership position of Russia and their military will be the one behind the White Horseman.  It will begin an Islamic War that will take the peace out of the whole Earth.  We will look at Russia’s description, which further shows it is a picture of a modern-day “cavalry” rather than ancient horsemen. 

There is a good description of the Russia (Gog) Army.  You must keep in mind that this is a prophet using language suitable to his time.  But we shall look at it carefully.  
· The most exciting thing is that in Ezekiel’s day, Russia was not a military power.  
· They were loose bands of marauding raiders with no central army.  
· This prophecy made no sense in Ezekiel’s day (between 590 and 570 B.C.). 
THE DESCRIPTION OF GOG'S ARMY :

1. Clothed with all sorts of armour or "clothed with perfection" - perfect or splendid armor.

2. Bucklers = body length shields and was considered the heaviest armor.  
3. A great company - a great host of hostiles to Israel.

4. Swords - weapons for laying waste = they are willing and armed to fight.  NOTE:  Horsemen are associated with the Scythians in the day of Ezekiel.
Note: Bucklers are not appropriate for horsemen of old, but that full length heavy armor is appropriate for modern day cavalry which means  today’s tanks and helicopters.   In Ezekiel’s day it would not have made since to say that they cavalry had bucklers or real heavy armor.  But it makes perfect sense today.

The word for shields here means the kind of armor covering that a crocodile has.  The buckler here is a “large buckler” such as a “FOOT SOLDIER” wears and cannot be worn by a man on horseback.  This prophecy made no sense in Ezekiel’s day when horsemen could not carry this kind of armor into battle, but today things are different.  Today Cavalry Units are TANKS and HELICOPTERS who are armored with full covering armor.  THIS PROPHECY COULD ONLY BE FULFILLED TODAY WITH OUR MODERN ARMORED CAVALRY.  The idea of horseback soldiers also connects it to Scythia or Russia.
The Swords here that all the companies have of the forces of Magog is the Hebrew word khereb.  A khereb is a cutting weapon for war.  It is a general term meaning anything from war axes to swords to knives.  

EZEKIEL 38:5 “ Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield and helmet:”
Ezekiel 38:5 (NJB) “ Persia and Cush and Put are with them, all with buckler and helmet; “
The other countries with Magog’s forces are armed to a much lesser degree, but all of them are armed and come to do great damage.  The Hebrew literally says, "all of them shield and helmet."  Verse 7 makes it clear that Russia is behind these groups as a guard.  The lesser armies have small bucklers or shields and helmets.  There is a clear difference shown.  Although Magog is the leader and the heaviest armed with quick moving armored Cavalry units, they are supporting these three lesser-armed countries.   Genesis 10 – these names were sons and grandsons of Japheth that would settle lands.
The Islamic Countries that INVADES WITH Russia:

•PERSIA which is Modern Iran:  You can look at their Shiite-fed fanaticism and the desire of their leaders to usher in the Coming Mahdi (the Islamic Messiah which does the same thing as the Christian/Jewish Antichrist)to see their danger.
•CUSH which is MODERN ETHIOPIA and SUDAN and ERITREA 
•PUT (Phut) is MODERN LIBYA
Ethiopia is by far the most unclear of these nations in relationship to motivations.  There are more and more Ethiopians becoming Muslim.  Islam is growing in that region, but it has not vastly conquered as much as you see in Libya and especially Iran.  
There is more of a chance that the country of Sudan might be the actual group involved here since there have been a number of military regimes who were Islamic-oriented who have risen over the years.  They have had a number of Islamic-military groups cause major civil unrest in reaction to non-Muslims in the area.  The ancient land of Cush includes more the modern Sudan as it does Ethiopia, which is the normal name for Cush.  
Sudan had been set up by Usama Bin Ladin and his followers in the early 1990’s as a Training Camp Center with a number of businesses financing the camps.  Sudan is part of a number of terrorism networks, and a home of many fanatical Muslims.  There is a “lot” of Islamic Terrorism in Sudan and the large desert allows for a multitude of training camps.  Different camps train different countries’ up and coming terrorists.
“Sudan provide military training and support to Hizballah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, Egyptian Islamic Jihad, Algeria's Armed Islamic Group, and regional Islamic and non-Islamic opposition and groups in Ethiopia, Eritrea, Uganda and Tunisia. In addition, hundreds of Iranian Revolutionary Guards are sent to terrorist training camps in Sudan to train in the subversion of moderate Arab regimes.” - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terrorism_in_Sudan
Three of the countries that take the most terrorist exports out of Sudan are Ethiopia (because of its large Islamic population), Libya, and Egypt.

There is a lot of interaction between Libya and Sudan in this terrorism infrastructure, and a lot of mobility between these two countries and Ethiopia.  This is not a coincidence, but it is another step in bringing these nations into the place where they fulfill their place in prophetic events.  Sudan is 70% Sunni Muslim, while Ethiopia is 32.8% according to the 2010 CIA World Factbook.
Another point of interest here are the number of Falasha Jews (said to come from the days of the Queen of Sheba) in Ethiopia who have moved to Israel.  Ethiopia has many Muslims in the north, and more animists in the south, with Christians and Jews scattered throughout.  This is a land “violently charged” and ready for quick changes. 
THERE IS A STRONG HISTORICAL CONNECTION BETWEEN THE CURRENT “AUTHORITATIVE REGIME” (description by “The Economist”) OF ETHIOPIA AND RUSSIA.  IT WAS THE FORMER SOVIET UNION THAT GAVE THE CURRENT COMMUNIST PARTY THE MILITARY POWER TO OVERCOME ITS FORMER KING IN 1974.  There are strong political and military aid ties between Russia and its political ally, Ethiopia.  
When you consider the connections between Socialism and the military aid to these nations who have such a strong Islamic and even radical Islamic Terrorist presence, you begin to see how this puzzle fits together.  There will be cooperation in heavily Islamic nations that reflect both Shiite and Sunni Muslims, along with Socialist-leaning countries that will have Russia with its military power at the forefront.  It is VERY PROBABLE that this whole conflict will begin with some United Nations Action much like the first Gulf War did with something to do with the proposed Palestinian State.
One odd note from history:  In 1947, the Jews were willing for a Palestinian State along side of Israel with Jerusalem being neutral as proposed by the new U.N.  The Muslims shot the idea down, and then attack the Jews violently, which led the Muslim Countries’ defeat and to today’s mess.  Why do leaders such as President Obama think that it will work now after all these years of rising hatred when it did not work then on a clean slate?

This move by these ISLAMIC AND SOCIALIST STATES will quickly ignite into a massive world war, and literally take peace from every nation on Planet Earth.  THIS SUGGESTS THAT THE WAR CAUSES CHAOS OUTSIDE OF THE ACTUAL WARZONE.  This is possible if a fundamental Jihad is declared against all Jews and countries like the United States of America and Canada and Australia.  If there is an accepted worldwide Jihad declared due to the actions of this invasion, then it would TAKE THE PEACE FROM THE WORLD.
Understand this about Israel:  If all her allies backed off and let her stand alone while she was invaded, there would only be one way left for Israel to defend herself.  That would be with nuclear weapons.  If Israel used nukes, then it would ignite the world and depending on how it occurred, would pull different countries on each side of the conflict.  It would be a worldwide unrest like none other before.
A common mistake made about these events is to think that the coming Antichrist is the White Horseman and the one responsible for this war.  NO!  The Antichrist will come in as a “peace-maker” and will destroy more through peace than from war.  He will control European (MODERN ROMAN) Union Peace Keeping Forces.  He will move in with these European forces after other countries of the West have devastating war with Russia and these Islamic Countries. 
The sheer amount of warfare involved in this will move the peace keeping Antichrist into the region to back up his peace treaty with Israel.  The peace maker of Europe will use this war to bring peace and his absolute control over the region.  It is NOT the Antichrist who brings war, but he brings peace and then destruction.

EZEKIEL 38:6 “ Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his bands: [and] many people with thee. “
Ezekiel 38:6 NASB  Gomer with all its troops; Beth-togarmah from the remote parts of the north with all its troops--many peoples with you.
Along with the forces of Iran, Libya, and Ethiopia-Sudan moving with Magog’s forces, Magog (Russia) also has with them forces from several of Russia’s neighbors who were former satellites of the Soviet Union, and close political allies today.  THESE TWO GROUPS ARE SUPPORTING ARMIES TO RUSSIA’s.
•GOMER - Modern day Kazakhstan
One thing that we need to do is look at what history says about these prophetic places and not rely so much on men’s opinions.  There has been a lot of places named as Gomer, but we need to see what the actual history books say to decide. 

There is at least one well known bible scholar that currently teaches that Gomer is the country of Germany.  This does not match what the history books teach.  Gomer was north of Persia on the eastern banks of the Caspian Sea.  It is the modern day country of Kazakhstan, which still has a strong military relationship with Russia.  The ISBE tells us that Gomer were a group of Aryans who poured south over the Caucasus into Western Asia near the Black Sea.  
The people of Gomer were the Cimmerians, who were driven out Russia over the Caucasus by the Scythians.   You find them all through Kazakhstan in the East, and toward Armenia to the West.  There is a double connection to Armenia from both Gomer and Togarmah.  
There is debate as to how many Muslims live in Kazakhstan.  Kazakhstan according to the CIA World Factbook has a 47% Muslim population compared to 44% Russian Orthodox, and 2% Protestant.  The United Kingdom’s Embassy is quoted as saying that 57% of the nation is Islamic.  

HOWEVER, other sources claim that 2/3 of the country is MUSLIM.  There are a “lot” of Muslims in Kazakhstan, and extremely strong military and political ties with Russia still.  So, as you have with Ethiopia and Russia, there is a banding together of Communism and Islam (at one time, it would have been outrageous to suggest that they could coexist in this way).

There are those in Kazakhstan who would like to still be a part of Russia looking back to the Soviet Union days.  It was the last nation to declare itself a free nation when the Soviet Union broke up.  The former Communist head of state became the president and he keeps a “tight” control over the country.

Armenia sits north of Iran and Turkey, and just south of Georgia just under the Caucasus Mountains on the border of Russia.  It sits in between (with Georgia) the Black and Caspian Seas.  Armenia as Kazakhstan are actually said to be with Russia, so their forces are here helping to invade Israel.  

Togarmah is the area settled around the Black Sea, most likely Armenia by most sources.  The argument could be made for Georgia being included in that as well.  
•HOUSE OF TOGARMAH - Beth Togarmah is Armenia and probably georgia
Armenia is the one nation that either is not Islamic, or does not have a strong Muslim population.  Armenia is primarily Armenian Apostolic (the Gregorian Church which is an Eastern Orthodox Church), and has had that as its official state religion since A.D. 301 and traces its roots back to the missionary work of Bartholomew and Thaddeus.  
If Georgia is included in that group as well (and very well could be in the House of Togarmah who settled those lands around the Black Sea), then Georgia is a little more like the other supportive countries in that it is about 90% Orthodox or Armenian (Gregorian) Church, and about 10% Muslim.  It has a higher number of Muslims than Armenia.  
Georgia has been in the news over the Russian takeover of some of its land (Ossetia) and the atrocities that have been reported there.  They are heavily dependent on Russian financing and military, and are not far from being a puppet to Russia.

The Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO) (Russian version of NATO) has as its members Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.  

These nations are very close together geographically, and are closely influenced or even controlled (in some cases) by Russia.  This might be what we are looking at.

A Coalition of Islamic Nations, and the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) backing Russia might paint a clearer picture of the Antagonists in this Invasion of Israel.

EZEKIEL 38:7 “ Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, and all thy company that are assembled unto thee, and be thou a guard unto them. “

Ezekiel 38:7 (AMP) “ You [ Gog] be prepared; yes, prepare yourself, you and all your companies that are assembled about you, and you be a guard and a commander for them. “
Gog, the leader of Magog (RUSSIA) will be a guard and commander for the other forces.  This will be a blending of Muslim-based and Socialist-based countries.  What do they have in common?  They have an unhealthy hatred and interest in the land of Israel, and strong ties to Russia.  It seems that Islam and Russia are the factors that combine these groups.
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The Protagonist:  
RUSSIA – Gog of Magog
The antagonists that Russia 
brings with their armies:

Kazakhstan

Armenia

Georgia?

The Islamic and Socialist Antagonists 
that Magog shields and commands:

Iran

Libya

Sudan

Ethiopia

The lands that Russia (Magog) has authority over, 
but is not necessarily invading with them:

Ukraine
Turkey (Istanbul in particular)

Syria

Lebanon 
and possibly Iraq (?)
Point to Ponder:  This is an exciting prophecy... as it shows the political powers of today and their connections from a time when these connections or the powers themselves were not a threat 2600 years ago.  Before the connections between these countries could have been known, or before the military power of Russia could be known (add to that how horsemen that heavily armored could have even moved with that kind of shielding), Ezekiel prophesied it would be and it is in our time.

Verse 8 shows that it is a last days prophecy... and it is getting ready to be fulfilled even now.

Ezekiel 38:8 “ After many days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years thou shalt come into the land [that is] brought back from the sword, [and is] gathered out of many people, against the mountains of Israel, which have been always waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall dwell safely all of them. “

After many days you shall be visited... in other words you will be paid back and invaded yourself eventually.  I believe that this will happen in part by the United States, but more thoroughly later.

In the latter years is another way of saying the last days of the age.  The latter times or latter years are the last part of the last days.  Israel has come back and been taken back by the sword and gathered out of many people.  This has happened in our generation. 
From the point in 1996 where Benjamin Netenyahu ran on the motto, “Netanyahu - making a safe peace", there has been escalating violence and hatred from Palestinian Muslims.  The anger erupted over the Temple Mound and Jews who wanted to rebuild and it has just spread.
1 Thessalonians 5:2-3 “ 2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. “

Ezekiel 38:9 “ Thou shalt ascend and come like a storm, thou shalt be like a cloud to cover the land, thou, and all thy bands, and many people with thee. “

I remember thinking of this during Operation Desert Storm in the First Gulf War.  The wording reminded you of it, but that was the wrong war and the wrong players.  However, the kind of mass invasion you saw of Iraq by Coalition Forces are like what this describes.  These armies will cover the land like a cloud.

Ezekiel  38:10-12 “ 10 Thus saith the Lord GOD; It shall also come to pass, [that] at the same time shall things come into thy mind, and thou shalt think an evil thought: 11 And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; I will go to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having neither bars nor gates, 
12 To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon the desolate places [that are now] inhabited, and upon the people [that are] gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and goods, that dwell in the midst of the land. “

The vision of unwalled cities surprised the prophet because in his age, no city would be without walls.  They do not have walls today.  The idea of dwelling safely might be questioned, until you consider where all the refugees that have come back home to Israel have come from primarily… escaping Jews from the Nazi Holocaust in Europe  in WWII, or out of Communist Russia under the former Soviet Union.  They have had violence with their neighbors, and will continue to until Jesus Christ comes back.  But compared to these other places they have left, they are living in safety, if not peace in the land.  

Desolate places which are now inhabited describes quite a bit of Israel as they are reclaiming the land for habitation.  

This is where Gog changes the plans.  This coalition of forces might have had United Nations support up until this point, but they will lose it here.  It would seem that Israel’s allies, such as the United States holds back in its defense of Israel until this change occurs in Gog’s plans.
You see an Islamic agenda backed up by Russia and her minion states until now.  Now, Gog or the leader of Russia will have an evil thought and act on that thought.  He will decide to raid Israel and rape her land for himself (for Russia).  He will start a wholesale rape of the land and leave whatever goal that they had when they started this invasion.  Now, it has a new and more wicked purpose.

This is an escalation of the war that you see in Revelation 6.  The four horsemen are a graduation of events as this war becomes a full-fledged world war that plunges ¼ of the Earth into actual combat.  

Israel is important because of its strategic position, and its ability to produce crops and fruits like no other country on Earth, and its great mineralogical wealth.  There is new evidence that there is “more” oil under Israel than what lies under the Arab countries.  The mineral wealth of the Dead Sea has been coveted by Russia for over a generation.  There is a lot there to covet.

Plus, there is Russia’s fear of Islam and the idea of controlling the Holy Land would help them in this regard.
PIVOTAL VERSE:

Ezekiel 38:13 “ Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil? “

Sheba and Dedan are historically Saudi Arabia.  It is north and south Saudi Arabia, and Tarshish is the ancient Phoenician sea port outpost that they had at the straits of Gibraltar which is on the southern end of Spain.
Iran has become more and more antagonistic toward Saudi Arabia claiming that they are not true Muslims and are almost as much of a problem as the U.K. and the U.S.A.  The United States of America has both U.S. Air Force and Army forces in Saudi Arabia, and the king wants them there.
So, keep in mind first that we have established Air Force and Army military presence in Saudi Arabia or Sheba and Dedan, and that seems as if it is going to be that way for a while.

Tarshish (sometimes Tartessus) is a very well known and ancient sea port in Spain.  
The Phoenicians aren’t around anymore and are not who is meant here.  
It is unlikely that the Spanish government would challenge Russia over Israel anyway.  
According to John Wesley, “Sheba, and Dedan...  the Arabians, anciently great plunderers; and Tarshish, the inhabitants of the famous isle of Tartessus, the most noted merchants of the time.”
Tarshish is now called Rota, and it is a small town with not much there at all and an island just offshore (also called Rota) which has the largest United States Naval Base in Europe.  
Naval Station Rota (NavSta Rota) is the largest United States Naval Base in all of Europe.  It is on the Straits of Gibraltar where the Mediterranean meets the Atlantic Ocean under Spain.  

Their motto from the U.S. Navy is “Gateway to the Mediterranean".  The Naval Station Rota is home to an airfield and a seaport.  Whenever they sail ships into the Mediterranean Sea from the U.S., they leave this Naval Base... they hold surface ships and submarines there.
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Here is a map of Rota in Spain from their own Internet Web Site:

The only thing at Rota is that American Naval base.  The challenge come from the military forces from Rota and Saudi Arabia.  Who is this?
The United States of America – the “merchants” of Tarshish is another sign it is the USA.  We have been the model of capitalism to the world.  The young lions is probably a description for blood thirstiness, possibly in relationship to the “merchants” and markets.  Or it might be something more base as the raw power of the country.  America has stood at times as a “young lion” ready to move on the world scene when the time of severe.

It does have vast military prowess and the speed and ability of a young lion.  The United States of America is also “young”!  We are one of the youngest nations that are still a “power” in the world.
THIS IS THE ONLY CLEAR CUT REFERENCE TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN BIBLE PROPHECY.

Other scriptures in prophecy could refer to the U.S., but this is the only clear cut one.  We are the only thing that could challenge Russia in their invasion.  Also, we are probably the only ones that Arabia would back in that challenge.

THERE IS A RADICAL CHANGE AFTER THIS CHALLENGE THAT WE WILL EXPLORE IN REVELATION 8.
Revelation 6:5 “ And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. “

Revelation 6:6 “ And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and [see] thou hurt not the oil and the wine. “

GREEK OF REVELATION 6:5-6 “ And when he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature saying; Come, And I saw, and behold, a black horse, and the one sitting on it having a balance in the hand of him.  And I heard as a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying: a choenix of wheat for a denarius, and three choenixes of barley for a denarius; and do no harm to the oil and the wine.”
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Great Hunger Erupts as a result of this war
This is a progressive thing.  The White Horseman must ride before the Red Horseman can, and the Red Horse must ride to bring forth the Black Horseman.  This is the black specter of hunger.
The result of a war on a land: famine and want is the result of the warring of the Red Horseman.  Of all of the prophetic judgments in Revelation, the 4 Riders of the Apocalypse are the most clearly connected by the very symbolism of one riding and following the other.  It is a progression of a great war.
A voice in the midst of the cherubim cried out in verse 6 how much the amount of wheat and barley required to make a little bread.   The Greek says, “a choenix of wheat for a denarius, 3 choenixes of barley for a denarius.”  This is probably God the Father, for they surround His throne.

 One commentator made something from the fact that the third beast was pointed to the south... I am not really clear on how he knew which direction the third one was pointed when he showed John.  And I know that the four beasts or cherubim circle the throne where God the Father sits, but I don’t know how he knew what direction he was pointed.  His idea was that the white horse was to the east, the red to the west, the black to the north, etc.  I have no idea where this came from however.
A denarius is the amount the average worker earns in a day.  The KJV says a penny (in 1611, a penny was worth more I suppose).  But it is what you would normally clear working all day long.

A choenix of wheat is what is required to make a loaf of bread, and the same for barley.  According to one account, the Romans would give their soldiers barley which is more inexpensive as punishment to their men to eat.  The point is that:  A DAY'S WAGES FOR A LITTLE BREAD.
Let’s say around $45 or $55 for a loaf of bread.  You will get hungry if you are here. 

A man can work all day long and only get enough bread for him and maybe one other.  If he has a family, they will starve.  It will be the granddaddy of all depressions.  Men and women will have to slave to make just enough money to survive.  A question does arise with this, however.  What land does this occur in, and is it world-wide?

Argument could be made that this will be primarily in the war zone in the Middle East.  That is probably true, but it will cause a worldwide shortage of food and food prices will be exceedingly high.  

Don’t miss the catching away that will come to the whole world.  This will affect the whole world.  We know that through this scripture for example.  Revelation 3:10 “ Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. “ 
In today’s warfare, they can destroy your crops with modern chemical or biological agents in a way to cause a famine.  Plus, there might be much that goes unsaid here, but war by itself is enough to bring a famine.  If you add the bizarre aberrant weather conditions that we have suffered in the last few years, then it might be a coincidental plague with the war that is world-wide. 
Note however that olive trees and vineyards are not destroyed.  Just basic wheat and the like are destroyed, which is a foundational food.  This plague will not affect vineyards, just the wheat and barley fields.  

This also suggests that the Black Rider might represent some force that controls (from the scales he holds) the food supply and drives the prices up during this war.  This might have a connection to the Antichrist at this time.

It is possible that the wealthy are controlling this food shortage.  The fact that luxury items such as wine and the oils being spared and basic food items that the poor depend on for life are at such a shortage suggests that this famine might be a manipulated thing.  The balances represent trading power, and the high prices is a result of the war but there is more going on here that just war or the wine and oil would be affected also.  The common middle class and lower class will go hungry, for there is some sort of manipulation here.
It is tied up with the war and might very well be a bioweapon used to destroy the enemy’s bread supply, but the fact that luxury items are spared says something.

If a bioweapon or not, it certainly seems that those who control luxury items are controlling the food distribution that are the mainstay of the common and the poor man.  The bread supply will be used to control and brings starvation.
What is not said here is that the side effects of depression and famine will be severe crime increases as black market food trade increases.  People will simply steal of kill over a meal after a point.  It is a dark time.
Death and famine and crime and violence infecting the entire world as the Black Horseman rides into the midst of this war that is affecting the entire world.  Matthew 24:7 “ For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. “
The “pestilences” means plagues or sweeping diseases.  Not only might this be plagues on people (once again, disease from war and bioweapons), but it might also include plagues on crops and basic foods.

Events before the End of the Age - Parallel accounts in Matthew, Mark, and Luke:
Matthew  24:7 (KJV) “ For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. “

Mark 13:8 “ For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall be famines and troubles: these [are] the beginnings of sorrows. “

Luke 21:10-12 “ 10 Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: 11 And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven. “
The Birth Pangs are getting more severe now, and as it would let a pregnant woman know that her time of delivery is getting closer and closer, so these events as they increase and multiply will let the “Elect” know that the time of the Day of the Lord and the End of this Age is getting very, very close.
Mark 13:8 and Luke 21:10-12 (along with Matthew 24:7) covers the first 6 Seals being broken in the beginning of the 7-year Tribulation.

Correlation between Revelation 6 and Jesus’ Temple Prophecy
•

Nation rise up against nation........................................................1st Seal (White Horse)

•

Kingdom against Kingdom............................................................2nd Seal (Red Horse)

•

Famines....................................................................................3rd Seal (Black Horse)

•

Pestilences (more than 1), troubles, fearful sights...........................4th Seal (Pale Horse)

•

Note that the discourse after these includes the martyrdom of the….. 5th Seal
•

Earthquakes in divers places, great signs in heaven...........................6th Seal
Revelation 6:7 “ And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. “

The fourth cherub which looked like an eagle told John to come with him and see what was happening.

Revelation 6:8 “ And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. “

GREEK OF REVELATION 6:7-8 “ And when he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying: Come.  And I saw and behold, a pale green horse, and the one sitting upon it name to him death, and hades followed with him and to them was given authority over the fourth part of the earth to kill with sword and with famine and with death and by the wild beasts of the earth. “
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The Fourth Seal - the Pale Horse 

Death as the Rider and Hell following
The fourth rider is the scariest one of all, bar none.  The Four Riders of the Apocalypse is a progressive war that centers in a conflict over Israel (Reference Ezekiel 38 for a more detailed list of those involved).  At the Pale Rider, this war has escalated now into something that is frightening to behold.  You have death (I don’t know if it looked like the grim reaper or not) on a pale green horse (Greek chloros) with the fires of Hell following him.

Pale green (Greek chloros) denoting a horrible, scary, unnatural color.  This seemed so unnatural to the translators of the King James Version that they translated it just pale.  The word is the word we get the word chlorophyll from which gives plants and grass its green color.  John saw a pale green horse, and it was like a nightmarish vision.  
So, here is a nightmarish vision of a pale-green horse.  This is the color of new grass when it comes up.  It is clearly a specter of death kind of vision with a glowing green look to the very horse.  The word has been used by some to describe the greenish tint of some who had died of certain plagues, and this might actually be the picture.

Death sits upon this very terrible horse.  And hell (Hades) follows after this specter of death.
Seldom is death and Hell used together like this in scripture, but here is one good example of it.  Literally in this passage, Death as a rider is going across the land as this last days war becomes a World War that takes in 1/4 of the world.  
“And I saw, and behold, a pale horse, and he who sits upon it, his name is Death, and Hades followed with him.  And authority was given to them over the fourth part of the earth o kill with the sword and with famine and with death and by the beasts of the earth.” – Recovery Version

Recovery Version Notes by Witness Lee – “Or, pale green… The pale horse is a symbol of the killing of death, which causes a pale appearance.  Hades is the place under the earth where the souls of the unsaved dead are kept before the dead are resurrected for the judgment of the Great White Throne (20:11-15).  After this judgment, the unsaved will be cast into the lake of fire for eternity.  Hades can be likened to a temporary jail, and the lake of fire to a permanent prison.  Here Hades follows death to receive those whom death kills.” Notes 81 and 82 on Rev. 6:8
A Very Quick Synopsis of this World War until you see this Seal Broken:

· RUSSIA (Magog) and its leader (Gog) moves as a world leader to guard and lead Islamic Countries in a seeming police action against Israel. – White Rider
· Radical Islamic countries as Iran, Libya, and Sudan and Islamic-Socialist leaning countries as Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, and Georgia will constitute much of the force of Muslims who have come to punish the Jews in Israel for the Palestinians. – Red Rider
· Along with Socialist countries with a strong Islamic population such as Kazakstan and Ethiopia, Socialist countries like Armenia, who still have tight relations with Russia will also be part of this multination force.
· Russian naval forces from the Ukraine will sail past Istanbul, Turkey into the Mediterranean against the shores of Israel, while the armies will pass through Syria and then through Lebanon over Israel’s northern border.  This is already a world war by the time of the Red Horseman. – Red Rider
· A famine and possibly orchestrated attack on the world food supply causes much starvation and death.  This could be a mixture of war, bioweapons, and manipulation from those who control the food supply. – Black Rider
THEN THE PALE RIDER RIDES AND ¼ OF THE EARTH BEGINS TO BE KILLED!
The idea that Hell or Hades is following death around swallowing up the souls that are killed shows that these who are being killed are lost without Jesus as they die.  This is a very real judgment on the unrighteous of the Earth.
[image: image12.wmf]Hell followed death, and death will claim a terrible amount of people in this extension of the war.  Death will be given free reign, and I don’t know if this is just figurative speech about just the death and destruction or if John was actually seeing the spirit of Death (he will be cast as the last enemy into the lake of fire someday) controlling the arena of war as souls of men and women go into Hell.  According to Revelation 1:18, Jesus Christ holds the keys (authority) of Hell and Death, so Death and Hell must do as Jesus commands.  He has broken the 4th Seal, and Death and Hell must obey Him in this plague.
Hell before Jesus resurrected and “led captivity captive” and freed those righteous dead who were once bound in “Paradise” or “Abraham’s Bosom” or the good side of Sheol.  This is sometimes translated as Hell.  The “abyss” or bottomless pit was the “great gulf” that separated the tormenting temporary jail of Hell and Paradise.  Both Paradise and the Hell of Torments were Sheol, but were very different in nature.  
Jesus preached to the spirits held there and led them to be with the Lord in the 3rd Heaven at His resurrection.  1 Thessalonians 4 plainly says that when He comes back at the First Resurrection (and the catching away of the church), that He will bring the dead in Christ with Him and they shall rise first, then those of us who are alive and remain will be caught up together to always be with the Lord.

2 Corinthians 5:6-8 “ 6 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord:   7 (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)   8 We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. “

Now, when the righteous die, they are immediately with the Lord.  Death is a separation from the body, and we are instantly with the Lord.  But those who are lost without Jesus Christ will find themselves as the Rich Man, in Hell in torments.  That is what Hell is today.  This is the Hell that is following behind Death.  This isn’t just the abode of the souls of the dead, but the tormenting temporary prison of the wicked dead without Jesus Christ.
As horrible as this is and as terrible players as Death and Hell are, we should take comfort that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has total control of these things in the end.  In the same way that Nebuchadnezzar was called God’s servant (even though he was an evil idolatrous king) because God used him to bring judgment on Judah, so these are used to bring judgment to the Earth.
Is it that ¼ of the land of the Earth is now with open warfare in World War II, or is the warfare so horrendous that it is killing ¼ of the Earth’s population?   What probably starts as some United Nations sanctioned coalition bringing some police action to Israel in much the same way that the first Gulf War did in Operation Desert Storm, ends in a raping of the land and people of Israel and a reaction by the West that brings a World War of the like that has never been seen.  Ezekiel 38 tells us of the forces involved in the invasion, and of the challenge by the United States (from our forces in Saudi Arabia and at Rota).  This turns into a horrendous war that will starve much of the Earth, and kill millions of people.  

I think from the wording, that it is not so much ¼ of the Earth’s population as many commentator has believed, but it is over ¼ of the land mass of the Earth.  We know it erupts around Israel, but there could be fighting in the USA or in Canada or Russia since these are the antagonists of this war.  It will most likely not just stay in the Middle East.  It will spread.  
But having said that it will spread, please understand that there is still a limitation on the devastation and death.  ¾ of the Earth will not be subject to this killing by “Death”.  Jesus Christ is still limiting the scope of the judgment.  We know from Revelation 3 that this time of Tribulation will come upon “all” that are on the Earth.  At this point, it is still limited to ¼ of the Earth.  This is after all, the “beginning of birth pains.”  It will get harsher the farther that it goes.  

And if this is indeed an Islamic War, then anywhere there are concentration of Muslims, violence and warfare could break out.  A recognized Jihad can have devastating results in the world.    

The Antichrist will actually come later as a peace keeper with his forces bringing a peace to Israel... and then he will take over.  This is the point in this war that it becomes truly horrible for the entire earth.  ¼ of the earth will have active warfare on it.  DEATH IS GIVEN AUTHORITY OVER ¼ OF THE EARTH!  OVER A BILLION WILL DIE!
The idea that the Grim Reaper will ride on a pale green horse that will be seen riding over the Earth is not the idea.  The Riders of the Apocalypse are a very vivid symbol, and as all true prophetic symbols, they are explained.  It is the progression of a world war as it becomes more and more horrific.  Each horseman is an increase in the horror level of the war.  The Pale Horse here is most horrific.

Note that Death is spoken of as a “spirit”, and is in fact said at the end of Revelation to be the last enemy that is cast into the Lake of Fire.  That would make it evil.  It seems very much like the spirit of death was what was traveling with the Lord in Egypt when the Firstborn died who were not under the blood of the Lamb on the lintel and doorposts.  Is this the same “Death” that is seen by the Prophet John?  Or is it just the idea of Death as many die in this plague that is being given, or could it be perhaps a mixture of the two?
The idea that it is the spirit of Death literally is further strengthened by Hades following behind it.  Either way, those being killed in this plague are going to Hell and are not among the ranks of the Saints.  
THE SWORD used here is much larger than the one seen with the Red Horseman.  This is a large broadsword or Greek rhomphaia.  It is a great long sword usually worn on the right shoulder.  It would be what is called a Long Sword or Long Broadsword.  It is a much greater weapon that was used before, so many more people are going to die by the result of this Seal being broken and the plague that follows.

How does death kill?
1. Sword - mighty broadsword - powerful weapons superior in destruction to the Red Horse’s.

2. Hunger - famine increased much.

3. Death - this is a strange wording which creates fearful possibilities.  This sounds much like the Death that killed the firstborn in Egypt.  It is as if some strange power of death is roaming the earth alongside of the normal killing that you have from the sword (weapons of war) and famine.  Could this be some pestilence or plague?  Or could it be something so strange as to just fearfully be described as to “kill with death”.
4. Beasts of the Earth - think if the world was in famine, stray dogs could turn into a hunting pack to survive.  Maybe the animal world will turn against humanity.  Great violent acts from birds and mammals have been recorded as reactions from changes in the magnetic fields of the Earth.  Some have tried to connect plagues form animals (such as AIDS originating with animals).  It simply leaves it open with little explanation. 
Death will become commonplace as ¼ of the Earth is in a World War, and the weaponry will increase and the kinds of death will increase including famine.  All of the elements of the first 3 Horsemen will be intensified here as the spirit of death rides over the land.

Point to Ponder:  The horrible will get worse, and this is what Jesus called the beginning of sorrows.  You aren’t even close to greater tribulation yet.  This is all happening in the beginning through the first 3 ½ years of that 7 year period.  The 2nd half is known as greater tribulation.  This is the beginning of sorrows.  
Matthew 24:6-9 “ 6 And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all [these things] must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 8 All these [are] the beginning of sorrows. 9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. “
Everything short of All-out nuclear war occurs here.  Toxic biochemical and biological weapons are used and tested in modern times despite any treaties to the contrary.  Did you know that our government is allowed by Congress to test a certain amount of non-toxic viral and bacterial agents on our own population by dropping it by air each year to supposedly test the effects that a potential enemy would have by dropping something deadly on us.  

But it is believed that some of the resistant flues that have been spread in recent years are a result of their experimentation and dropping by Air Force jets over population centers.  An enemy can devastate a population simply by dropping an agent over their air space without ever going in with their forces.

These are the pestilences that will plague mankind at this time.  It might have something to do with the mysterious use of the expression, “kill with death” as well.
Revelation 2:23 “ And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works. “

Jesus said that he would kill the proselytes (children) of the woman he called Jezebel in the church at Thyatira “with death”.  This is interesting wording that is repeated here.  There are a multitude of ways that someone can be killed, but to be actually killed with death sounds like something supernatural is occurring.  It might be some kind of plague as people have supposed when reading this, but something dramatic is happening.
In Ezekiel 14 where God is speaking of the judgment he would send to the country who rebelled so that He would send the Beasts of the Fields to attack the people and depopulate the country.  In fact, in those verses, He said that someone like Job or Noah or Daniel could not even save their own family, but their righteousness could only save themselves in a time like that.  He would use the beasts of the field to attack and kill the population.  Nature would turn against you.  This goes along with ideas of when the iniquity reaches the full mark, that the very land will vomit you out of it.  Nature will be turned against you, and that includes animals.
Ezekiel 14:21 “ For thus saith the Lord GOD; How much more when I send my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast? “

This sounds very much like a foreshadowing of this prophetic time in Revelation 6 under the 4th Seal.
You will see that as with the first 4 seals is connected, so is the first 4 trumpets connected with each other, and so is the first 4 vial judgments connected with each other.  But the trumpets are not the same judgments, or occur at the same time as the seals or the vials.  We will see although some of the things affected are the same, they are usually affected in different or opposite ways.

Lastly, in Revelation 8 we see the first 4 trumpets where probably this war turns atomic.  We’ll look at this when we get to Revelation 8 and also Ezekiel 38.
QUESTION:  Will it just be ¼ of the Earth is involved in this world war, or will literally ¼ of the Earth’s population be slaughtered by “death” in these various ways.  I am now inclined to believe the latter.  That would be between 1 ½ and 2 billion lives lost in the first 4 Seals.
THE HORROR OF THIS WORLD WAR SUCKS IN ¼ OF THE WORLD.  THIS SEAL GIVES DEATH THE POWER TO KILL ¼ OF THE EARTH.  And still, it is not yet over.  We will see the culmination of this world war in Revelation 8.  Only in the last 50 years or so, have we been able to understand what Revelation 8 is actually describing.  The challenge to Gog and Magog and the Islamic and Socialist countries with them by the naval forces from Rota, Spain (the United States Navy), and the armed and air forces out of Saudi Arabia (the USA once again) is given and answered.  
“Something” pushes Gog (Russia) back to their borders in Ezekiel 38, where they will stay until the end of the Tribulation where in Ezekiel 39, their armies gather once again in Israel.  In fact, the armies of Russia (Gog’s), Europe (the Antichrist’s), and the massive army from the East (China) will meet together to fight among the hills of Megiddo in Israel.  It is also known as Armageddon.  But they will be seduced into gathering their forces to fight against Jesus Christ and His armies of Saints and Angels.  They shall all perish there on the Day of the Lord.

What is the event that both pushes Russia and the Islamic countries out of Israel, and also puts European Peace-keeping forces there under the Antichrist (who will seem to be their savior – until he takes completely over and institutes a new false religion of his own)?  What is the event that will cause the Antichrist to kill more through peace than through war?  In Revelation 8, we shall see.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Revelation 6:9 “ And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: “
GREEK OF REVELATION 6:9-11 “ And when he opened the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of the ones having been slain on account of the word of God and on account of the witness which they had.  And they cried with a great voice saying: Until when, the Master holy and true, judgest thou not and avengest the blood of us of the ones dwelling on the earth?  And a white robe was given unto each of them, and it was said to them in order that they should rest yet a little time, until should be fulfilled also the fellow-slaves of them and the brothers of them the ones being about to be killed as also they.”
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THE FIFTH SEAL

MARTYRDOM OF REVIVED CHRISTIANS AND THOSE WHO ACCEPT CHRIST

(The 144,000 will be protected from this)
When Christ opens the 5th Seal, under the Altar immediately you see souls being slain on Earth and winding in Heaven.  They are slain for the Word of God and their testimony.
Yes, you can become a Christian after the Catching Away and after the Tribulation starts, but most will be martyred.  There will be a wholesale slaughter of those who claim Christ.  But Jesus said this, Matthew 10:32-33 “ 32 Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. 33 But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven. “
Remember in the scenario that Jesus gave us of the 10 Virgins representing the Kingdom of Heaven being called to the Marriage Supper in Matthew 25?  5 of those virgins were foolish and had become lukewarm.  They had let the oil drain out of their lives and had not been careful to keep the oil in their vessels.  The oil is the presence of the Holy Spirit.  

All 10 virgins heard the CALL to come to the Marriage Supper.  The 5 wise trimmed their lamps and went in to the feast.  The 5 foolish had their lights go out.  They heard the same call as the 5 wise, but they had not prepared to go properly and were not ready.  This is why Jesus said in Luke 21 to watch and pray always and not be distracted and drunken as the world is.  


This is why Jesus said in Revelation 3 to the Laodiceans that he would rather us be hot (on fire with the oil present in our vessels so our light shines) or cold (the dead in Christ who shall rise first).  But if you were lukewarm, that He would spew you out of His mouth… as the 5 foolish virgins.  Understand that the 5 foolish virgins were lukewarm and had great need for revival, which they shall have after the Call has been made and the catching away of the church occurs.  But the door to the Marriage Supper will be closed to them and they will be left behind.

Matthew 25:10-13 “ 10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.   11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.   12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.   13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. “

What happens to these believers?
Understand this:  Jesus promised us that the gates of Hell would not prevail against the church in Matthew 16.  Yet, the Saints (the saved) will be overwhelmed and the Antichrist will prevail against them in a wholesale slaughter of Christians.  What is the difference that allows this?  Those who believe upon Jesus during the Tribulation, and those who are restored from a backslidden or lukewarm condition in the Tribulation are Saints or saved, but the church is the body of Christ.  And the church is caught up at the beginning of the Tribulation and the authority of the body of Christ goes with them.  They are the 24 Elders who become a number that no man can number out of every nation, and people, and tribe, and tongue.  
Matthew 16:18-19 “18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.   19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.   “
Daniel 7:25-26 “ 25 And he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.   26 But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the end.   
Revelation 13:7 “ And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. “
The authority of the church will be gone, and a great slaughter will begin of the righteous.  In fact, in the beginning you see real repentance, but by the end of the Tribulation, outside of those hiding from the Antichrist and other armies… there is little repentance at all.  

Question:  if you cannot live for Christ now, how can you when things are bad?  Most of the new converts will probably be the unchurched.  Those who missed the rapture that heard the trumpet and the call to the Marriage Supper will get the oil back in their lives, but most will lose their lives.  But what of those who would not get saved while the church was here?  How can they live for God and put their lives on the line then?
In Matthew 24, Jesus spoke of them as following the beginning of sorrows.  Matthew 24:8-9 “ 8 All these [are] the beginning of sorrows. 9 Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. “
1 John 2:22-23 “ 22 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. 23 Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: [(but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also]. “

1 John 4:2-3 “ 2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that [spirit] of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. “
This is the height of the “spirit of Antichrist.”  This evil spirit and the man who will rise as “the Antichrist” (who will embody the pure evil of this Anti-God spirit) will be trying to turn people to blaspheme God in the person of the Holy Spirit.  It is trying to create a population of total apostates who will hate God and reject God and serve Satan.  If they can catch you, you will either have to damn your soul or lose your life for your faith in Jesus Christ. 

THE SOULS SEEN UNDER THE ALTAR IN THE 5TH SEAL ARE THE SAME SOULS SEEN IN THE PARENTHETICAL CHAPTER SEVEN.  Revelation is a very ordered book.  There are 7 Seals, and the 7th Seal are the 7 Trumpets, which follow in turn leading to the middle of the 7 years.  Then you have the mysterious 7 Thunders, followed by Greater Tribulation of the last 3 ½ years of the 7 Vial or Bowl Judgments.  

These are souls that are killed for being a Christian in the tribulation.  There will be people being saved throughout the Tribulation, but most of them are martyred for their testimony.  THEY ARE EXPLAINED MORE IN CHAPTER 7 WHICH I INCLUDE HERE.

Revelation 7:9 “ After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; “
Revelation 7:13-17 “ 13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?   14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.   15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.   16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.   17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. “

Understand that the Old Testament Saints were resurrected, and the Church that was ready (the 5 Wise Virgins) was caught up and changed in a moment, in a twinkling of an eye into a new resurrected body.

1 Corinthians 15:49-57 “ 49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal [must] put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where [is] thy sting? O grave, where [is] thy victory? 56  The sting of death [is] sin; and the strength of sin [is] the law. 57 But thanks [be] to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. “
The church is the 24 Elders redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ already in Heaven before this number under the altar begins to gather.  They are in Heaven before the Tribulation.  1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 tells us that we shall be with the Lord Jesus (who has come to get us) always.  Revelation 1-3 was all about how we would rule and reign with Christ on Earth when He comes again.  At the 2nd Coming of Christ, Jesus Christ and the Saints who rose at the 1st Resurrection will reign on the Earth, and we shall be kings (or part of His Kingdom) and priests unto God.
THIS IS WHY WE NEED A RESURRECTED BODY.  IN THE 3RD HEAVEN, YOUR SOUL HAS SUBSTANCE, BUT TO COME BACK TO THE EARTH WITH JESUS CHRIST, YOU HAVE TO HAVE A RESURRECTED BODY LIKE HIS OR AN ANGELS’ IN ORDER TO LIVE WITH SUBSTANCE HERE ON EARTH.  WE MUST BE RESURRECTED TO COME BACK WITH CHRIST.
These martyrs who are waiting for all of their brethren to be killed who will be killed before God avenges them, who are given robes of white and came out of “GREAT TRIBULATION” are the Tribulation Martyrs.  They do not return with Jesus to Earth as those who rose in the Church does.  They will stay in the throne room of Yahweh… the Heavenly Father and serve Him night and day forever there.  They will never have the sun or sunlight touch them again, for God will be their light and warmth.
They have robes of white, redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ so they are saved (Saints).  But it is not recorded anywhere that they are ever given a resurrected body.  
Certain scholars have said that they do, and they might since they are included in the “First Resurrection” group that the 2nd Death holds no power over.  But if they do, and when they do is never said.  There is the Resurrection of the Church and the Old Testament Saints first and then they are in Heaven as the Seals are being opened.  There is a mid-tribulation catching up of the 144,000 and they are given resurrected bodies.  The 2 Witnesses at the end of the Tribulation just before the Second Coming of Christ on the Day of the Lord are resurrected.  But that is the last mention of anyone being resurrected in the First Resurrection.

These “souls” are people.  Your soul is who you are.  They are given white robes and substance in Heaven, but they never leave Heaven ever again.  They do not come back with Jesus to Earth.  God wipes away their tears.  

What they go through is traumatic.  It is horrific, and God comforts them and blesses them and gives them a home in His presence forever.  But they will never leave His presence and will minister  under the altar in Heaven.

THEY ARE NOT RESURRECTED.  THEY ARE THE SOULS OF THE TRIBULATION MARTYRS.  

The Greek word psuche is used for soul.  It means the actual soul or living soul of a person apart from the spirit and the body.  On Earth, a soul would be like a little wind without any real substance.  If you are going to live and reign and be a joint-heir with Jesus Christ on the Earth, then you have to have a resurrected body.
The are righteous, and have been redeemed.  They however are not the church, nor have the church’s promises.  Just like the 144,000 have their own blessing and promises, so this group has their own separate from the 144,000 or the churches (seen in Revelation 4 and 5).  It is the church that is promised a resurrection, and those who died under the Old Covenant before.

This group is actually being comforted and honored for their refusal to have part of the Beast’s kingdom and for their testimony of Jesus unto death.  If you die for Christ, you will inherit eternal life!

Revelation 20:4 “ And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and [I saw] the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received [his] mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. “
In this reference, John saw the ones sitting on the throne (those in Daniel 7... the Elders (24 representing all of them)... and judgment being given unto them.  And then he saw another group... the souls of them that were beheaded for Christ and had not taken the mark of the beast.  And although this group never leaves the throne room... they don’t walk the Earth as do the resurrected Church... it is interesting that they are put as a separate group here... but in with those who lived and reign with Christ a thousand years.  
ONE OTHER THING TO NOTICE HERE, THEY WERE BEHEADED FOR THEIR WITNESS OF CHRIST.

Revelation 6:10 “ And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? “
How long Lord?  They were innocent.  They were killed simply for admitting the fact that they are saved, and that Jesus Christ is Lord.

The ones who have killed them (many guilty) must be judged.  Judgment is coming for those who have had a part of this slaughter, and these innocent ones are crying out for justice.  Innocent blood according to the Word of God cries out for vengeance.  In Revelation 17, you see Babylon the Great Harlot being judged and destroyed.  All the murders of the Saints and Prophets can be traced back to Babylon.  
The ones doing the murder think that they are getting away with this evil.  In fact they are calling evil good and good evil, and don’t see this slaughter of innocent people belonging to Christ as evil.   IT IS EVIL AND MUST BE , and at an appointed time, it will be avenged.  Revelation 20:4 speaks of many of these martyrs being beheaded for their testimony of Jesus Christ.

This is extremely interesting and says much about what is going on and who it is that is moving with the Antichrist in this period of time.  We have seen the beginning of this already in our time in Iraq and other Middle Eastern countries where Terrorists have kidnapped foreign serviceman or business people and beheaded them on camera.

Beheading an “infidel” to a fanatical Muslim is the preferred method of execution in the Quran.   "I shall be with you. Give courage to the believers. I shall cast terror into the hearts of the infidels. Strike off their heads, strike off the very tips of their fingers." (Sura 8, Verse 12)
"When you meet the unbelievers in the battlefield strike off their heads." (Sura 47, Verse 4)
The history of Islamic war and jihad going back to the prophet is full of beheadings.  It is the historical way of butchering your enemies that started with Muhammad.  The earliest biographer of Muhammad,  Ibn Ishaq (died A.D. 768), wrote that the Prophet ordered the decapitation of 700 men of the Jewish Banu Qurayza tribe in Medina for “ plotting against him.”  Muslim leaders from his time until now have followed his example.
THIS POINTS A VERY VIVID FINGER AT WHO IS DOING THE MARTYRING OF THE SAINTS.  MUSLIMS ARE THE ONE GROUP THAT STILL PRACTICE BEHEADING AS A RITUAL EXECUTION OF INFIDELS.  You can read in the Quran where they are told to kill the infidels unless they submit to Allah.  If they submit and become a Muslim, then have peace with them.  Otherwise they are to be killed.
One thing that most Westerners do not understand about what is going on right now, is that there is a great power play occurring with Iran and the Shia Muslims.  Saudi Arabia is considered by them to be their enemies.  Right now, they control the Strait of Hormuz at the opening of the Persian Gulf.  They are trying to get Yemen to get that strait to the Red Sea.  That would put Arabia boxed in and unable to move any oil.  That would cut off the West’s oil as well.
They have poured billions of dollars into places like the Shiite Terrorists of Yemen, and they are behind a lot of the unrest there right now.  They have poured billions into Syria and funded the extremist terrorist network there.  They are responsible for a lot of the training camps in the Sudan.  They believe in working to help the MAHDI come again and bring the time of chaos and terror that he is supposed to oversee.  They have poured major manpower and weapons into southern Iraq, and are a major problem right now to the current government.  
They teach that Sunni Muslims, especially Saudi Arabians are not true Muslims, but have corrupted themselves and the Quran, and they are not allowed to marry a Sunni Muslim.  They want to behead Jews and Christians, and any Westerner who will not submit to Allah.  They are the primary ones (but not the only ones) radicalizing more rational thinking Muslims.  They are trying to get leverage over the Sunni-controlled Islamic countries, especially through controlling the export of oil.
“O Lord, holy and true” is the cry that they give to Yahweh.  Yes, God is love and God loves them, but God is holy and true also, and He is the one who avenges us when we have been wronged.  
The radical Muslims who murder and martyr Christians and Jews feels like that they are pleasing Allah.  But the reality is that they are murdering in God’s name.  This MUST be avenged!  Especially when you are actually slaughtering God’s people, which you see is the case here.  God will allow the full number of those who will be martyred to be complete, and for the iniquity of Babylon which is tied into the Islamic system to come to a full before Yahweh brings fiery judgment on them.

BABYLON THE GREAT is a spirit that was birthed in the rebellion of Nimrod at the tower of Babel at Babylon.  It is the spirit of Antichrist, and has moved through what some conspiracy theorists call the shadow governments or the Illuminati, but who they are is actually the wealthiest people in the world.  They own the oil that the world depends on.  They are the world banks, such as the Bank of England, the Bank of America, the Federal Reserve, and the Rothschild Bank.  They buy and control kings and presidents and Senators and Congressmen.  They exist in the shadow intelligence organizations of most governments, and run things in the background.  They control the prices that we all pay and try to control us through media, news outlets, and the control of goods and basic utilities.  They will be who puts the coming Antichrist into power, but he and the False Prophet will prove to be out of their control.

There will a blending of radical Islam and the belief of the coming Mahdi with this one that Babylon puts into power.  It is not clear yet if the Mahdi is the coming False Prophet, which is likely.  He will be more of a spiritual/religious leader who does miracles and false signs, or if it will be the Beast known as the Antichrist, who is a European (of the same people or empire that destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple – Roman) political leader.  It is clear now that the Shia Muslim Mahdi is tied into either one or the other of these two characters that have the distinction of both being cast alive into the Lake of Fire by Yahweh over a 1000 years before anyone else including the Devil.
Those who have murdered in Allah’s name or in the name of the coming Antichrist or False Prophet and have martyred these people seen under the altar of God in white robes, will suffer both judgment in this world and in the life to come.
Hebrews 10:28-31 “ 28 He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: 29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance [belongeth] unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 31 [It is] a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. “

Luke 12:4-7 “ 4 And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. 5 But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him. 6 Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before God? 7 But even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than many sparrows. “
WHITE ROBES TO THE TRIBULATION MARTYRS:
Revelation 6:11 “ And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they [were], should be fulfilled. “
They are souls, and not resurrected Saints. They are given white robes representing the righteousness of God.  They have made these robes white by the blood of Jesus Christ, and they have come out of every family and tribe and nation of mankind on the Earth.

They are only the first that are being martyred, for you will see more about them in Chapter 7 and the promise that even more shall come until God brings judgment which is seen in Chapter 17 at the judgment of Babylon.
They are being honored and are given white robes.  This is a promise to overcomers in Christ.  The color white here is from the Greek leukos, which is a brilliant white or shining.  They are the righteous of God Almighty who shines in holiness.  Even though it does not say that they have been resurrected, these “souls” are given white robes and are righteous before God.

This is also an act to honor these that stood up to the Last Days evil, and stood for Jesus unto their own deaths.  

They will rest until the end of the all the martyrs at the End of the Tribulation have been killed.  They get rest from the tribulation that they have gone through.  By the way, Revelation 7 makes it clear that they came out of Great Tribulation.

There is a destined number of them to die.
Revelation 6:12 “ And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; “

GREEK OF REVELATION 6:12-17 “ And I saw when he opened the sixth seal and a great earthquake occurred, and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became as blood.  And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig-tree casts the unripe figs of it being shaken by a great wind.  And the heaven departed as a scroll being rolled up, and every mountain and island out of the places of them were moved.  And the kings of the earth and the great men, and the chiliarchs and the rich men and the strong men and every slave and the free men hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains.  And they say to the rocks and to the mountains, Fall ye on us and hide us from the face of the One sitting on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb.  Because the great day of the wrath of them came, and who can to stand?”
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THE SIXTH SEAL

COSMIC DISASTER: TERRIBLE EARTHQUAKES, METEORS, AND THE FIRST DARKENING OF SKIES.
We will begin to see both earthly cataclysms mixed with cosmic signs and events starting here.  Up to now, you have seen a world war, and the devastation from disease, famine, and killing, and a martyrdom at the hands of men.  IT HAS ALL BEEN EITHER WARFARE AND IT’S EFFECTS, OR MARTYRING SAINTS.  NOW, GOD SENDS NATURE AS A TOOL OF JUDGMENT ON MANKIND.  

The first thing to happen is a GREAT EARTHQUAKE.  In fact, there is only one other shaking of the Earth that is ever worse, and that happens on the Day of the Lord.  The earthquake (or perhaps quakes) will be so overwhelmingly devastating, that man has never recorded such an event before.
The 6th Seal describes 3 Events happening in order:
· An unnaturally strong and devastating Earthquake
· A cosmic disaster coming from space is seen coming
· A portion of the population trying to escape into Underground Bunkers and Cities
Revelation 6:12 (AMP) “ When He [the Lamb] broke open the sixth seal, I looked, and there was a great earthquake; and the sun grew black as sackcloth of hair, [the full disc of] the moon became like blood. “ [Joel 2:10, 31.]
The Earthquake is “GREAT”.  This is the Greek word “megas”, which is spectacular in proportions or abundant in number or quantity.  They had what we call severe earthquakes during this time, but this one is bad enough to have the adjective megas attached to it.  It would be something great enough to literally shake the entire planet.  This is a planet-wide event, for every mountain and island are shook.
Understand this first, that something has occurred to bring a massive increase in tectonic and volcanic movement in the past few centuries.  The sheer number of earthquakes statistically can show us the radical changes.
Earthquake Trends of 6.99 or greater from the 1800’s to now

 DATES FROM & TO          PERIOD            NO. EARTHQUAKES

 
1863 to 1900 incl           38 yrs                   12

1901 to 1938 incl           38 yrs                   53                                                                   

1939 to 1976 incl           38 yrs                   71                                                                   

1977 to 2010 incl           38 yrs                 156*                 

*predicted as many as ‘190’ by 2014 at end of 38 year cycle                          *  

Now, this study looks at every 38 years since 1863 until 2010, and projects as many as 190 quakes by 2014. This looks at MAJOR QUAKES of 6.99 or Greater.  These are the kind of Earthquakes that destroys property and takes lives.

In 1863 (a mere 100 years before I was born), there would be about 12 devastating level earthquakes through all the Earth for a 38 year period.  That's 0.3 major devastating 6.99 or better earthquakes per year.

That means in 1863, you had a 1 in 3 chance of having at least 1 major earthquake somewhere in the world.

100 years later, by 1963, you had about 1.8 massive earthquakes per year.  That means you would probably get 2 of them the year I was born somewhere in the world.

You went from having a 1 in 3 possibility of having 1 per year to a probability of having around 2 per year.  That is exactly 6 times greater of a chance in 100 years.  In 100 years, the probability of having a major earthquake multiplied 6 times per year.  

In 2011, we average "5" major devastating earthquakes on the Earth per year.  5 of them... not a possibility of 1, but at least 5 bad ones per year somewhere, and the places are getting more and more diverse every single year.  Some places you expect them, but some places are new to us and come as a surprise.

Since 1863, the year that we started this little exercise in geological history, the chances of having a Devastating Earthquake has jumped 16.5 x Times.  It has multiplied 16.5 times from what it was in 1863.
[image: image15.wmf]This graph shows the number of all actual Earthquakes both great and small from a period from 1973 to 2006.  The number of quakes per year in 1973 were just under 5,000 quakes (both great quakes and minor tremblers).  
It rose from 5000 to over 30,000 Quakes and Tremblers in 2006.  

30,000 earthquakes and tremblers occur every year!

THE NUMBER OF EARTHQUAKES WORLDWIDE HAS INCREASED 6X TIMES IN 33 YEARS BETWEEN 1973 AND 2006!

OUR VERY EARTH HAS CHANGED SOMEHOW SINCE THE DAYS OF THE CIVIL WAR.  IN FACT SINCE PRESIDENT NIXON’S DAYS IN OFFICE, IT HAS RADICALLY CHANGED AND BECOME MUCH MORE UNSTABLE.
Matthew 24:7 " For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. "
This is a sign of the last generation in the Last Days.  This is one of the signs that we are approaching the end.  Something is causing old volcanoes to come alive.  The New Madrid Fault is giving a multitude of warning signals.  The super-volcano under Yellowstone National Park has given very serious warning signs the past decades.  The caldera under the lake has bulged under the pressure, and there are parts of the park that was open to the public, but now are so hot that it melts shoe leather if you try to walk through it.  If that were to erupt, it would kill perhaps a hundred million people in the USA and Canada.  It would bring ash into the atmosphere bringing an artificial cooling-winter.  It would shut down our national power grid.  It is something to consider.
The land is rising and buckling in places around the world from Pakistan to Michigan (just this last week when a new hill rose up 5 feet suddenly over the weekend, and a long crack opened up as the land bulged up with no warning).  There are warning signs that something is making pressures rise up from the center of the Earth.
Volcanoes which were dormant or quiet are now coming back to life.  Something is heating and stirring up the core of our planet, and although certain semi-irrational activists would probably love to find a way to blame man for it, our pollutions have no effect on tectonic and volcanic activity.

It could be though, that the cause of much of the climatic instability we have experienced since the 1990’s and the cause of the increase in the Earth’s core instability might be the same thing.  Could it be that the solar winds that power our Earth’s core and its magnetic engine (it literally is a liquid metal core that revolves and creates a magnetic field) might be destabilizing our core’s engine?  Could the changes in the sun have an effect on our magnetic field and the very heating of our core, which very well could increase tectonic and volcanic activity?

THERE IS ANOTHER REAL POSSIBILITY HERE.  You see what looks like a severe meteor shower and darkening of the skies in the next two verses.
Could it be that the Earth has been struck by a comet fragment or great meteor?  
This would explain both the darkening of the skies and the shooting stars.  In fact, it is definitely describing a great meteor storm and men going underground trying to protect themselves from a coming disaster, but the question is, has one already struck the Earth and caused the earthquake?  Or is the earthquake something that occurs before something strikes us?

Revelation 6:13-14 “ 13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. 14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. “
I don’t know if we can definitively say that the Great Earthquake occurs, and then the signs in the heavens occur followed by such a quaking on the Earth that every last mountain and island are moved out of their places.  This sounds like a great upheaval of the mantle.  
Although it is not totally clear, I think that the probability is great that something indeed did strike the Earth to cause this earthquake.  That could very well cause a lot of earthquakes through the whole world, but about the only way to shake a whole planet at once is to strike it hard with a celestial object.  Jesus said that there would be earthquakes in diverse places.  That is plural.  It seems that the shaking of the earth is a hallmark of this time.
IT IS HIGHLY LIKELY THAT THE GREAT EARTHQUAKE AND THE DARKENING OF THE SKIES AND THE MOVING OF EVERY MOUNTAIN AND ISLAND ARE ALL THE SAME EVENT.  IT WOULD HAVE TO BE SOMETHING STRIKING THE EARTH TO MOVE ALL OF THE EARTH AT THE SAME TIME.

I remember watching a video of our moon being struck with a great meteor, and for a while the whole lunar surface was fuzzy because it had caused a lunar quake so great that the whole planetoid was vibrating.  This is very similar to what is being described here.
Joel 2:10 “ The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining: “

Joel 2:30-31 “ 30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come. “

Acts 2:18-20 “ 18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 19 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come: “
This is an atmospheric disorder, not a solar one.  If the sun itself went dim by itself, then life on Earth would simply cease and we would go into a great deep freeze.  This is more than just smoggy conditions, too.  This is a general darkening... the Joel reference about fire, and pillars of smoke sounds like nuclear winter which is coming still (4th Trumpet Judgment).  

But this the first instance of a darkening of the skies in Revelation, and it accompanies this Great Earthquake.

This is either the granddaddy of all Earthquakes where a number of faults all explosively erupt at once, or there is something else going on affecting the whole Earth.  The last time anything this major happened to the Earth’s crust was at the separation of the land after the Tower of Babel when there was just one continent.  

Note however, that the Japan Earthquake of March, 2011 was so great (first reports said 8.9, but was later upgraded to 9.1), that it shook the Earth’s Axis enough to shake the entire Earth and literally shorten the day by a “little bit”.  

“A new analysis of the 8.9-magnitude earthquake in Japan has found that the intense temblor has accelerated Earth's spin, shortening the length of the 24-hour day by 1.8 microseconds” - geophysicist Richard Gross at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, Calif.  [Source:  Space.com]
There are two other events that would be sufficient to shake the entire world to the point where every mountain and island moved, with a world-wide tectonic shaking.  One is if the Super-Volcano Yellowstone erupted.  Not only would that devastate much of North America and move a cloud of darkness over much of the Earth, but it would shake the world and could bring a slight change to our orbit.

But the other possible event, which fits in better with the other details of this prophecy, is if the Earth was struck by a large meteor or meteors, or comet fragment.  This would rattle the entire world, and could ignite all kinds of troubles with the Earth’s Crust. 
The word great here is the Greek “megas”, which means highly powerful or mighty.  A mighty seismic movement felt throughout the Earth.  This is the first darkening of the sun and moon spoken of by Joel.  This could be a result of a nuclear war, or of volcanic or dust in the atmosphere after a meteor or comet collision with the Earth.

Whatever people see coming in the skies has them going underground.  THIS TELLS US THAT THIS IS A DISASTER THAT IS PREDICTABLE, BECAUSE THEY ARE GOING UNDERGROUND TO SAVE THEMSELVES.

There are 2 possibilities about these shooting stars that fall like figs off of a fig tree in a great wind:

If the Yellowstone Super-volcano erupted, then there is a possibility that the skies “might” look like this.  You have the balls of fire and the rolling clouds like a scroll being rolled up.  THIS IS A MEGA-EVENT that is able to change the way that the very skies of the Earth looks.  This is at least a possibility.  I think it is less likely than the other possibility because I am not sure if you would want to go to their underground cities and bunkers for massive Earthquakes and volcanoes.  
When Krakatoa blew up in the late 1800's, it darkened the sky over the world for months.  Plus it went up like a gigantic nuclear explosion destroying the entire island and all life on it.  Even the much smaller Mt. St. Helens blast decreased temperatures and made fantastic sunsets for some time afterward, and it is very tiny compared to the kind of raw devastation that Yellowstone will unleash.
No matter if it is something striking us from space or Yellowstone blowing up, the result is a worldwide shaking and a destabilizing of the plates of the Earth’s Crust.  It is understood that gravitational forces and internal forces control tectonic movement and subsequent earthquakes.  

The San Francisco major quake that they are still waiting for is overdue.  And the New Madrid Fault on the Missouri, Kentucky, and Tennessee border is around 70 or so years overdue.   Devastating Earthquakes from Haiti to Mexico to the Middle East to India and Indonesia to Japan and New Zealand (especially around the Pacific Rim) have been increasing each decade.  For example, when the New Madrid finally does go off, it is a real question if cities like Memphis and St. Louis will really survive.  Due to the kind of rock structure in that part of the country, the waves from earthquakes go a much longer distance than the much shorter distances of the western San Andreas Fault.   The New Madrid could very well have a nasty effect on cities like Louisville and Lexington, KY, or even Nashville, TN.  
The Yellowstone Super-volcano is at least a possibility.

THE MORE LIKELY SCENARIO is that of some celestial body or bodies coming close enough to the Earth to be captured by its gravity and make planetfall.  
Meteor storms are dust and rocks that follow COMETS.  Comets are big balls of rock, dust, and ice.  The solar wind from the sun causes their bright “TAIL” that we think of when we think of comets.  The tail is the debris being hurtled off of the central mass.  That debris creates meteorites that sometimes make it all the way to the Earth.  
If a Comet or Comet Fragment actually struck the Earth, you would have all these events foretold in the 6th Seal.  If a significant mass of it struck the landmass somewhere, it would shake the whole Earth.  It would cause a world-wide Earthquake.  It would be accompanied by a massive meteor shower, which is what is described.  The massive detonation would be like tens of thousands or perhaps hundreds of thousands of Hydrogen Bombs hitting the Earth depending on how large it was.  It would cause an effect of dust, blast, and darkness to move like a scroll being rolled up and a naturally-made Nuclear Winter would follow.  
A STRIKE THAT DIRECT AND POWERFUL WOULD MOVE EVERY MOUNTAIN AND ISLAND AS THE EARTH WOULD BUCKLE FOR A WHILE.  A more frightening possibility with the increased solar and core instability of the Earth with its increased tectonic and volcanic activity, is that a strike of this magnitude could damage the tectonic plates of the Earth causing a multitude of bad earthquakes and volcanoes as a result.
THERE IS COMING A GREATER SHAKING AT THE END OF THE TRIBULATION THAN THIS GREAT QUAKE.  Ezekiel 38:19 is referring to the greater quake on the Day of the Lord rather than this one in the beginning of the seven years.  Haggai 2:6 might relate to this one however.  The quake on the Day of the Lord is the mightiest shaking that the Earth has ever or will ever have to endure.  It will move violently mountains and islands will disappear from the oceans.  It will be much worse when Jesus returns with His armies in wrath.
There are a number of darkenings of the sun and moon that will occur during the Tribulation.  Jesus speaks of a major darkening “after” the tribulation and Day of the Lord.  The first one occurs here, there is another one coming at the 4th Trumpet that is more severe that will only allow 1/3 sunlight to show 1/3 of the day.  The first one is found here.  Normally, earthquakes by themselves do not make the skies dark.  But if the earth is struck by a meteor or a super-volcano blows, then not only do you have a worldwide earthquake, but a darkness from the debris also.

Joel predicts the sun and moon to appear as blood (quoted by Peter in Acts 2), which shows the debris in the upper atmosphere from “something” that has scattered materials into the upper atmosphere.
Revelation 6:15-17 “ 15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;   16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:   17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? “

THE ASTOUNDING THING IS THAT THERE ARE AT LEAST 3 COUNTRIES THAT HAVE BEEN BUILDING MASSIVE UNDERGROUND FACILITIES AS THIS DESCRIBES FOR OVER 50 YEARS.  AND OTHER COUNTRIES SUCH AS THE U.K. HAVE A SMALLER NUMBER OF THEM AVAILABLE FOR EMERGENCIES.
One is China, another is Russia, and the third and possibly the busiest of the three is the United States of America.  
Even though most of what has been built has serious security classification in each nation and on the most part the older and smaller disused bases are known generally, some things have come to light if you are noticing.

Some of the older, smaller secret shelters that at one time would have just held the President and his staff and Congress and certain military and science personnel have been revealed.  One famous disused one is “The Greenbriar” near Sulphur Springs, WV.  It was designed to be a shelter for the president and Congress in the earlier days of the Cold War.  Wikipedia has an article on it and describes its size as “huge”.  But the truth is that the USA outgrew it in the 1960’s.  These smaller sites date back to the 1950’s and 1960’s when the Cold War almost went very hot and nuclear, and before they started using nuclear-powered laser borers to make huge caverns.

Since the 1970’s, massive construction has been going on and is the target of much of black listed funds from American Taxes that go unexplained.  THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE PAYING TO HAVE THE ELITE AND WEALTHY AND CERTAIN MILITARY SAVED DURING THE KIND OF CRISIS THAT WILL KILL TENS OF MILLIONS IN THIS COUNTRY.  
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There are a number of patents going back to the 1970’s for giant boring machines using ultra-powerful lasers to melt a tunnel through rock like a hot knife through butter.  This method leaves a reinforced melted wall that will not collapse like a mine tunnel often does.  
I have several pictures of some of these huge machines (such as this one) that have built not just shelters, but according to a lot of sources, underground cities and even a mass transit system to connect different bases and shelters.  Right now, they are using a much scaled down version of this same technology to bore new subway tunnels in cities as New York, and the progress those things make are amazing.  If they are letting us see that much of unclassified technology, one wonders at what they do have that is classified?

All 3 superpowers have been building these shelters which has evolved into actual cities with department stores and self-contained water and sewage and power systems.  Mt. Weather, VA is the most famous of the F.E.M.A. controlled secret underground shelters.   

There are a number of Conspiracy Theory sites that name a number of other areas throughout the country.  There is actually some that are pretty well-known especially for locals, where you have non-descript trucks or trains delivering on roads or track that goes into mountains or nowhere, with high-tech surveillance and security men with serious weaponry to help you find your way out of there if you stray in too far.

A number of them are in understandable places like New Mexico such as Dulce, White Sands (Alamogordo), and Los Alamos at Taos.  Others that are fairly well-known are:. Cheyenne Mountain (Huge NORAD CENTER) at Colorado Springs, Groom Lake Nevada (Area 51), Denton (FEMA Regional Center) and Ft. Hood in Texas; The Mt. WEATHER BASE in Blumont, Virginia (FEMA); of course the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. and Mt. Shasta; Raven Rock in Pennsylvania to mention a few well-known ones.  These are pretty well documented.  
But there are other more debatable sites, such as under Eastern Los Angeles toward Edwards AFB eastward into the Mojave Desert in California or even Black Mountain, Kentucky according to certain sites.  The problem with a country that does compartmentalize for security reasons much of its knowledge base is that it creates a lot of disinformation with real information deliberately.  So, people who tend to want to believe in conspiracies in general, tend to believe the wild things as much as the valid ones.  It actually adds another layer of security to secure places.

Too many people who have picked up on the reality that the USA has built secret underground cities also believes that many of our leaders are some kind of alien draconian lizard people.  I wish I was exaggerating, but I am not.  The disinformation and “wildly imaginative stuff” helps people not believe the real security secrets.  This helps more rational people not believe the actual truth about the underground building program that this country is engaged in.
The Bible actually describes these shelters and who it is that will go down into the Earth trying to hide from what is coming.  What is coming can be predicted notice by the point that they take cover.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) channels the monies and resources to build these fully-featured underground cities.  The question is, why do they believe these shelters are needed?  Why would the United States of America need to build UNDERGROUND ARKS for certain of the population?
During the height of the Cold War, it was more understandable as Russia, and to a somewhat lesser degree China, was poised to hit the USA with a Nuclear First Strike.  The MAD (Mutually Assured Destruction) doctrine was not believed by many in the then Soviet Union.  They followed another military doctrine known as “RYAN” or “VRYAN”, which means Surprise Nuclear Missile Attack was created in Russia.  There are those there who have always believed that whoever launched a surprise first nuclear strike would win a war.

DESPITE THE SO-CALLED FACT THAT THE COLD WAR IS OVER, RUSSIA IS POURING BILLIONS OF DOLLARS INTO UNDERGROUND SHELTERS AND CITIES AND IN CERTAIN NUCLEAR OPTIONS.  THEIR MEDIA WAR CRIES PEACE, BUT THEIR ACTIONS SAY SOMETHING ELSE EVEN THOUGH THERE ARE LEADERS IN THE USA WHO ARE IN DENIAL.  
In Russia, deep in the Ural Mountains, the Magic Mountain Facility is in a mountain called Yamantau.  This is a huge nuclear complex built with the idea of surviving a nuclear war with the USA.  They have never given up the notion of hating and fearing the USA, and they are still preparing for the day when a nuclear confrontation occurs.  They are still following their VRYAN Doctrine.  

The United States has lost insane notions such as this, but this is still active military doctrine for Russia, even though their public face to the world has become much more diplomatic.  They are preparing to fulfill their role as Gog and Magog in the coming world war which will end in a nuclear strike against the USA and allies.
Other countries such as Canada, and the U.K. are busy making the same preparations.  Canada seems to not be that far behind the USA actually.  One source claimed that Canada has 130 underground bases, and that the United States has over 140, and that there are over 1000 worldwide.  I know that there is documentation over a certain amount of this, but I wonder who much proof that this source actually holds for the numbers?  I think that the numbers for the USA and Canada are probably fairly accurate.  China has been preparing since the 1950’s just as Russia.  The rule of thumb since the 1970’s and 80’s has been to make large, deep, self-contained and sufficient bases.
 In Russia, deep in the Ural Mountains, the Magic Mountain Facility is in a mountain called Yamantau.  This is a huge nuclear complex built with the idea of surviving a nuclear war with the USA.  They have never given up the notion of hating and fearing the USA, and they are still preparing for the day when a nuclear confrontation occurs.  They according to their VRYAN Doctrine, believe that whoever delivers the first strike in a nuclear war will be the victor.  The United States has lost insane notions such as this, but this is still active military doctrine for Russia, even though their public face to the world has become much more diplomatic.  They are preparing to fulfill their role as Gog and Magog in the coming world war which will end in a nuclear strike against the USA and allies.
In China, most people know about the famous Underground City which was built during Chairman Mao's reign as a huge bomb shelter under Beijing which is now a tourist attraction, but fewer are aware that there has never been a break in the work underground in China.  In fact, it has come to light that many former smaller bomb shelters with deep car parks are now being connected into underground cities that all connect, have shopping centers and mass transit underground.  
There are some cities who are going deep instead of up or out in China.  And there has never really been a break in underground facilities, although the line given to most is that they are a relic of the past.  There is a lot of work done on the old single sized relics to connect them into modern livable cities that are capable of withstanding nuclear attacks.
The Chinese Army is believed to have built an underground "Great Wall" that stretches for more than 5,000 km in the Hebei region of northern China. Citing the People's Liberation Army's official newsletter, the Ta Kung Pao daily of Hong Kong on Saturday said China's strategic missile squadron, the Second Artillery Division, built a massive underground tunnel to conceal nuclear weapons, including the Dongfeng 5 intercontinental ballistic missile with a range of 13,000 km.

Since 1995, the Second Artillery Division has mobilized tens of thousands of soldiers to build a network of tunnels stretching for more than 5,000 km below the mountain regions of Hebei, China's state-run CCTV reported. "A missile base has been built hundreds of meters underground and can withstand several nuclear attacks," CCTV said. "People refer to the network of tunnels connecting to the missile base as the 'Underground Great Wall'. In March 2008, CCTV broadcast a documentary which revealed that the PLA had been building underground facilities enabling it to launch a counterstrike in case of a nuclear attack.

Source:  http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-news/2659580/posts

HIDING IN UNDERGROUND SHELTERS IS WHAT IS HAPPENING DURING THE 6TH SEAL.  
Some have suggested that astronomers already know what is coming, which would explain FEMA’s increase in certain activities including the building of new shelters.  With the sophisticated system that they have been building since the 1990’s on Early Close Earth Object Detection, perhaps they already know that something is coming.
If they did, they would not tell us until they had their people underground and protected before the general population panicked and rioted.  There is something “rude” in the American Public paying the taxes to save others who care more about themselves than the public at large.  THIS GOES BACK TO THE ELITIST MENTALITY.
If they knew a part of the North American Continent or the ocean nearby was going to be stuck on a certain date, no doubt to keep down panic and an attempt to force the government to save the population indiscriminately, the government would classify that information, and prepare.

They would get as much shelter as possible ready, and pick who would live in safety when the disaster came.  They would concentrate on the survivors and keep the knowledge away from the public until it became obvious.

WHO IS THIS GROUP THAT CALLS OUT FOR MERCY TO GOD?  THIS IS ONE OF THE LAST TIMES THAT A GROUP UNDERSTANDS THAT IT IS THE LAST DAYS AND THAT THEY CRY OUT FOR MERCY FROM THE JUDGMENT COMING.

For that reason, it is doubtful that this is China or Russia (though that one is a bit possible).  The United States would be the most likely site of people going underground and repenting while recognizing that this is the Last Days.

Isaiah 34:1-5 “ 1 Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein; the world, and all things that come forth of it.  2 For the indignation of the LORD [is] upon all nations, and [his] fury upon all their armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter. 3 Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood. 4 And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling [fig] from the fig tree. 5 For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment.“
It says that every mountain and every island were moved out of their place... everything was shaken... you will be able to look at the mountains and see them literally move.  This will be a trauma delivered to the whole planet.  It said “every” mountain and island.

When you add possible side effect disasters such as tsunami tidal waves to events like this, you can see the sheer destruction that will occur.  No wonder they were crying out for mercy and trying to hide from God’s wrath.

Revelation 6:15 “ And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;“
All classes of men are represented here among those who cry out for mercy and run here: And they have to have a working knowledge of Christian eschatology to know that they are in the last days and to be afraid of Jesus, the Lamb of God.

GREEK or Revelation 6:15-16 “ And the kings of the earth and the great men of the chiliarchs and the rich men and the strong men and every slave and every free man hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains.  16 And they say to the mountains and to the rocks: Fall ye on us and hide us from [the] face of the [one] sitting on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb.  “
1. Kings... world rulers

2. Great men... chief men... bureaucrats and politicians

3. Rich men... the men of power behind the politicans

4. Captains or chiliarchs... generals, admirals, colonels... military leaders (interesting)

5. mighty or strong men... powerful men of influence

6. Slaves and Free men alike... all classes hid / people there for manual work and scientists for example
They show repentance here and great fear at what is happening, and they connect it to the wrath of God Almighty.  You do not see too much of this kind of repentance after this event.  And we do not know how much loss of life occurs here.  We are left in the dark, but it creates fear and panic and hiding.  
AN INTERESTING POINT IS THAT THE EARTHQUAKE OCCURS BEFORE OR AS THEY ARE GOING INTO THE SHELTERS.  SOME DISASTER THAT IS WORSE THAN WHATEVER INITIAL POWER SHOOK THE EARTH IS COMING, AND THEY ARE GOING INTO THEIR PREPARED BASES TO WEATHER IT.  WHAT IS IT?
That is why I tend to believe that this is a comet or a meteor either striking or coming very close to the earth.  There are two things coming in Revelation 8 in the 7th Seal within the first 4 Trumpets which occur together.  One is a natural disaster and the other is a man-made nuclear attack.
They either knew one or both were coming after this event that shakes the whole Earth and brings an earthquake as nobody has ever experience up to this point in our history.  

A note on the wrath of God: All of the tribulation is a release of God’s wrath or judgment.  The second half is called greater tribulation ending in the ultimate in God’s wrath being poured out at Armageddon.  However, this is in the beginning of the Tribulation and it is still called here the wrath of God.

You are in a period of Grace, so you had better take advantage of it now!  The wrath of God is coming very soon.  Matthew 24:7 talks of this earthquake, and verse 8 marks it as the beginning of sorrows.  THIS IS IN THE EARLY PART OF THE SEVEN YEAR TRIBULATION PERIOD.  
Matthew 24:7-8 “ 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 8 All these [are] the beginning of sorrows. “
1 Thessalonians 5:1-5 “ 1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. “
Revelation 6:16 “ And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: “
There is a true fear of God shown here.   You do not see people of upper stature again repenting after this point.  The people who are shown here, in whatever part of the world it is, are crying out for mercy from the God of Heaven.  This is a pretty good sign that there is repentance.  They recognize that it is a Last Days Judgment and they are fearing God.

Later you will see the population (others) cursing God in their torments, but whoever these people are, they are crying out for mercy and are in fear for the things that are coming.  And the main thing is, that they fear God!
Luke 23:30 “Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us. “
Isaiah 2:19 “ And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. “
Revelation 6:17 “ For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? “
They recognize the Tribulation Period for what it is... it is the wrath of God being poured out.  They are looking for the Day of the Lord now.  This is such a traumatic thing as to make them aware that they are in the Tribulation.

NOTE:  The ultra-liberals are on an environmental craze right now about how greenhouse gases are causing climatic warming.  There are some major scientific problems with that, even though you lose your funding as a scientist if you “dare” to point out the bad science being used.  THE SUN IS THE TOOL BEING USED TO CAUSE PLANETARY INSTABILITY BOTH IN CLIMATE AND TECTONIC STRESSES.
I found it “interesting” that the spaceweather.com took time to say that no scientific data supported the connection between CMEs and solar flares with earthquakes.  But it’s one of those things where you can look at its history and see a lot of activity in both of those things at the same time… over time.  The idea that where there is smoke, there is usually fire is reasonable unless it is politically inconvenient, as this idea that the sun is causing the Earth’s natural problems right now.

A few years ago, they released some new photos of the Earth from space, and people were noticing how bright the Earth was and the reflective quality.  The reason they said was that the atmosphere is cleaner now than it has been in decades.  If the atmosphere is cleaner, then how is our pollution causing it to warm suddenly?  Is it more reasonable to look at the heightened activity of the sun and consider that the source?

THE REALITY IS THAT WHAT YOU SEE HAPPENING IN WHAT IS COMING IN THE HEAVENS HERE IN THE 6TH SEAL AND THE EARTHQUAKE IS GOD’S WRATH.  NATURE IS TURNING AGAINST MAN AS THE JUDGMENT OF GOD COMES FORTH.

This all is the “beginning of sorrows or birth pains”, as Jesus told us in Luke 21/Matthew 24.  ¼ of the Earth has death riding through sending people straight to Hell killing them with war, disease, hunger, the beasts of the field, and “death”.  An Islamic martyrdom is occurring worldwide, and many of the lukewarm Christians who found themselves left behind have prayed and sought God and been restored, only to have their lives snatched away for their testimony of Jesus and their refusal to deny Jesus Christ for Islam.  And now, a GREAT event has come that has shaken the entire world, and has people going underground to hide at “what is coming”.  They hide themselves in the “caverns” under the “mountains”.  This group recognized it is the wrath of God and the Last Days.
The 7th Seal is about to sound.  The 6th Seal was the things that occur that lead to, and cause men to prepare for the 7th Seal.  But before we explore the 7th Seal which continues in Revelation 8, there are some explanatory things that need to be talked about in chapter 7.
Note that the book of Revelation is extremely ordered, but there are a few of these sections such as chapter 7 which talk about things outside the point by point chronology to explain something or a people better.

Revelation 7 speaks of two groups of people.  It speaks of the 144,000 which are sealed for God, and more on the Tribulation Martyrs seen under the throne in the 5th Seal and what their unique destiny is.

The 144,000 Witnesses
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Revelation 7:1-3 “ 1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 

And before you say, is the Bible saying that the Earth is square, uh NO!  It means a direction of a quarter.  It can be interpreted just as easily that four quarters of the Earth, like the quartering an orange.  

John points out that he saw this “AFTERWARD”, which at least suggests that these 144,000 are sealed after the events of the first 6 Seals.  It might be that during this time of turmoil, that there is something of a revival among Jewish People turning to Jesus Christ as some recognize this as the Last Days.
Each angel stands on one of the quarters of the Earth, so this affects the entire Earth.  This also shows that these Jewish People (actually descendents of Israel since they come out of all the tribes of Israel and not just Judah) from all over the world and not just the land of Israel since it is the four quarters of the Earth.
The significance of the wind not blowing could be interpreted several different ways.  If this is a literal thing, then something strange has happened to the Earth (perhaps in conjunction to the disaster of the 6th Seal).  
Weather patterns would cease.  It would not rain or snow, and the one good thing is if you had nuclear war, the radiation would not spread to all the spaces of the Earth where it did not happen.  These angels have the power to hurt the Earth and Sea, and they are ordered to wait until the 144,000 are sealed so that they following plagues have no effect upon them.  

Note in Japan this week, they are talking about radioactive snow from the fallout of melted down nuclear reactors from the earthquake.  There is still radiation leaking into the atmosphere, and the snow that is falling is contaminated with radiation.  Add to this that much of them still has no real heating since their power is out, and you have a miserable and dangerous situation.  THERE IS A REASON THAT HOLDING THE WEATHER BACK MIGHT BE NECESSARY IF YOU WERE SAVING A CERTAIN PART OF THE POPULATION AFTER WHAT HAPPENS IN THE 1ST AND 3RD TRUMPETS.
Who are these 4 angels?  Why them and what is their connection to Israel?  Michael is the archangel of Israel, but he is going to be busy in the coming battle with Satan and all of his fallen rebellious angels.  

This is not natural, and although those who read the Bible would understand that 4 powerful angels were controlling the weather, but wind blows on the Earth because of the warming of the sun and the movement of the Earth.  There is always wind blowing to one degree or another.  To stop it all is supernatural.

There is a possible spiritual interpretation of this as well, considering that moves of the Spirit are considered winds... perhaps the calm is connected to that (especially in considering that further hurting is to stop until the 144,000 are sealed).  But the most likely explanation is that there is a calming of the weather patterns of the Earth.  It would get very dry actually if the winds calmed with little rainfall.  There might be something in the winds (like radioactive fallout) that would be dangerous, and one way to keep it from spreading to everyone is to control the wind.

Revelation 7:2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, “
This angel coming up from the East (not descending, but ascending for he has already been on the face of the Earth), has the Seal of the Living God so that the 144,000 can be sealed.  Although you probably won’t be able to see with the naked eyes these seals on them, it will protect the 144,000 sealed with it.

This other angel is getting ready to seal the servants of God in their foreheads.  It is interesting that Satan mocks the things God does.  God seals the 144,000 in their foreheads, and later the mark of the beast will be given either in the hand or the forehead being the mark of Satan spiritually.

Point to Ponder:  You see that kind of dualism all through Revelation.  God has His sealed servants, and the Antichrist seals his with the mark of the Beast (which damns them).  Jesus Christ has a bride, and Satan has a harlot (Babylon).  As God is revealed to us as three persons, that is: the Father, and Son, and Holy Spirit; so you also have the unholy trinity: Satan, the Antichrist (Beast), and the False Prophet.
The things that happen on Earth are tied directly into war in the Heavenlies.  And these 4 Angels are probably holy Principalities which have the power to cause devastation.  The nuclear war that is about to occur does directly affect the Earth and Sea, but they are not allowed to proceed until the Seal is put on these witnesses.
Revelation 7:3 “Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. “
The judgments will pause until these Israelis (we use the word Jews, and indeed they are Jews, but they are more than just from the Tribe of Judah for they are from all the descended tribes).

It looks like that these 144,000 are converted and sealed by God after the first 6 seals during the tribulation, and just before the 7th Seal is broken open.  I doubt that these angels need a long time to seal these servants of the Lord considering their nature.  It is probably done very quickly.  They are already converted Christians since they are already servants.
This is the fruit of the Birth Pains.  Now, later all of Israel will turn to Jesus Christ as the true Messiah.  But here, the birth pains or tribulation has birthed 144,000 believers who will witness to the others of the Earth (especially to the Jews) of Jesus Christ.  They will not be hurt of the following things to come, or be allowed to be killed.

This is the whole point to this time.  It is to bring Israel back into the New Covenant that God established through His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ.
Revelation 7:4-8 “ 4 And I heard the number of them which were sealed: [and there were] sealed an hundred [and] forty [and] four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 5 Of the tribe of Juda [were] sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben [were] sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Gad [were] sealed twelve thousand. 6 Of the tribe of Aser [were] sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nepthalim [were] sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Manasses [were] sealed twelve thousand. 7 Of the tribe of Simeon [were] sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi [were] sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Issachar [were] sealed twelve thousand. 8 Of the tribe of Zabulon [were] sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph [were] sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin [were] sealed twelve thousand. “
These are not just Jews, for more than just the tribe of Judah is represented here.  Here you see a revised list of 12 tribes that they are descended from.  
I realize that many try to spiritualize this to make this the church, but they clearly out of the Israeli heritage.  They are directly descended from Isaac, and this is not the description of the church which is out of a mixture of nations.  We who are believers from Gentile roots might be grafted onto the tree by grace, but these are literal blood descendants from literal tribes.  We who are of the so-called Gentile Church cannot say that.
We will see a little more about them over in Revelation 12 and 14.  But just understand that these are sealed on the Earth, and this prophecy clearly names 144,000 of them, or 12,000 per tribe.  These also live upon the earth, and are alive when they are sealed.  They shall NEVER be MARTYRED, and in fact they are sealed so that the coming plagues will not harm them.  These are the ones who God will give the supernatural utterances to so that they will not be harmed (which Jesus speaks of in Matthew 24), and be great WITNESSES FOR JESUS CHRIST during the persecution.

We will see that this is man child that will be taken up in the middle of the tribulation a little later, but they are male virgin Israelis.  They are converted before the trumpet judgments, and are raptured (harpazio, or caught up) in the MIDDLE OF THE TRIBULATION.  They are not Gentile, but directly blood descended from Abraham.

The number 12,000 might be literal or a symbol of a very large completed number.  
I think that a “symbolic” number from each tribe is much more likely than literally 12,000 to the man out of each tribe.  It is possible that there is, but it is more likely (considering these types of numbers in other Last Days Biblical Prophecies) that it is a symbolic number as in 12 (a number signifying a complete group) multiplied by 10’s (showing a completion of a cycle and thousands always showing a great number to where you tend to lose count).  12,000 would be a large number that has an element of “completion” about it.
The Jehovah’s Witnesses interprets this to be them, although their numbers went over 144,000 a few years ago.  I haven’t heard a good explanation from them on that point.  Some mid-tribulation rapture fans say that the 144,000 is the church, although we obviously are not.  This is done because there is a mid-tribulation catching away of the 144,000.  However, they are not the church, and they are not non-Israeli descended believers.  They are direct descendants of Israel and they are believers in Jesus Christ.

Levi, which had no home land, but was scattered throughout all of the 12 Tribes’ lands is not mentioned.  That’s interesting since that they are the original priesthood, but now these others are in a way serving in that capacity.  

Dan is omitted altogether.  Dan’s tribal land is at the base of Mt. Hermon in the most northern part of Israel.  In fact, it is almost in Lebanon.  The city of Dan is known (with Bethel also) as being a secondary sanctuary with Yahweh was worshipped with Baal alike.  The golden calf was in it’s temple.  The “high place” of Jeroboam is still there.  It was never destroyed.  It was a center of idolatry.  But it is speculation to say that their absolute corruption is the reason that they are not included here.

Joseph, who was Israel’s favorite son was split into two tribes in the division of the land by his two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh.  In the listing of the 144,000, both they and their father Joseph is listed.

The Original 12 Tribes of Israel

Reuben

Simeon

Levi

Judah

Zebulun

Issachar

Dan

Gad

Asher

Naphtali

Joseph

Benjamin
The Separated 12 Tribes (Land)

The Northern Tribes

Reuben

Simeon

Zebulun

Issachar

Dan

Gad

Asher

Naphtali

(Joseph is represented by his 2 sons... so Joseph becomes 2 tribes instead of 1)

Joseph:  Manasseh and Ephraim 

The Southern Tribes

Judah
Benjamin  (Levi is incorporated into all the other tribes)

Revelation’s 144,000

Reuben

Simeon

Zebulun

Issachar

Gad

Asher

Naphtali

Joseph

Judah

Benjamin

Joseph... added

Joseph is added again to the list and Dan is removed without explanation.  
Levi not mentioned.
This is the birthing of the man child, and through their witness their fathers and mothers and brothers will be saved.  They will be a great testimony for Y’Shua Messiah (Jesus Christ).  They will not be martyred, but they will be caught up at the same time the Antichrist sets up his false religion in the rebuilt Temple and then the refugees from Israel will be airlifted to Petra.  And the witness of these will help save their people, and perhaps many others as well.  
Revelation 9:4 further shows us the protection of those who are sealed from the judgments of God including the tormenting first woe mentioned here:  Revelation 9:4 “ And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. “
HERE IS SUPERNATURAL PROTECTION OF ALL THOSE WHO HAVE THE SEAL OF GOD IN THEIR FOREHEADS.  ALL OTHERS WHO ARE NOT SEALED WILL BE HURT BY THE COMING PLAGUES, BUT THE 144,000 ARE PROTECTED FROM THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD.

THE SECOND GROUP:  THE TRIBULATION MARTYRS EXPLAINED IN MORE DETAIL

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Revelation 7:9 “ After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; “
It is a great multitude of a number that a human could not conceive or.  It was innumerable as far as a man trying to look and count.   John couldn’t possibly count them.  These are not just Jews as some have asserted.  In fact it is very clear that they came out of every possible background.

After he is shown the 144,000 Witnesses, he is shown those who we first saw in Revelation 5 being martyred under the throne of Yahweh in the 3rd Heaven.  This martyrdom started before the 144,000 were sealed, and now we are seeing many more that have been martyred in Heaven.  After they are sealed, in Heaven you see the souls of them being gathered together in the Temple of God.

The Tribulation Martyrs that you saw in the 5th Seal who were told to wait until the rest of their number was completed is now seen with their numbers greatly increased. They are out of every tongue, and nationality, and race of people on the earth.  They are clothed in white robes and in the same place that you saw them in Revelation 6, in the Temple of God under the Throne.  

There will be a kind of revival in the Tribulation (especially among those who had either become lukewarm and missed the catching away of the church, and those who have heard the gospel and knew it and recognize the time that they are now living in), but those who become converted will on the most part be killed for the testimony of Jesus.

They have palms in their hands just as they did when Jesus came into Jerusalem on the colt of an ass.  This is a symbol of Joy and rejoicing!  The palm was a symbol of prosperity, and also used in the Feast of Booths or Tabernacles which represented man and God together in Tabernacles.  They are now forever with their God living in His Temple.  This was a feast of thanksgiving!  The palms no doubt are symbols of the same thing.

Psalm 92:12 “ The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. “
Leviticus 23:39-40 “ 39 Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the first day [shall be] a sabbath, and on the eighth day [shall be] a sabbath. 40 And ye shall take you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm trees, and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook; and ye shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven days. “
GREEK of Revelation 7:9 “ After these things I saw, and behold a much crowd which no one was able to number it out of every nation and tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, having been clothed [with] white robes and palms in the hands of them.”
Who are these people?
1. Nations = ethnos = nations distinct from Israel.

2. Kindreds (tribes) = phule = peoples united by kinship.

3. Peoples = laos = peoples of the same race.

4. Tongues = glossa = people of the same language.
White robes = righteousness / palms = victory!  John 12:12-13 
Revelation 7:10 “ And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. “
They cry with a loud voice (if you don’t like loud worship, then you will feel out of place in Heaven).  They worship both God the Father, and the Lamb of God (Jesus).  This is another group involved in worship in Heaven.  We have so far seen the angels and cherubim and the elders.  
THE MARTYRS, AS THE ELDERS ARE OUT OF EVERY KINDRED, NATION, PEOPLES, AND TONGUES, BUT THEY HAVE A DIFFERENT BLESSING AND DESTINY THAN THE CHURCH (ELDERS).

They worship God and the Lamb of God for their salvation.  This is their time to lead worship.
Revelation 7:11 “ And all the angels stood round about the throne, and [about] the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, “
They are shown here to be separate from the angels and the 24 elders.  They have a separate blessing from the 24 elders.  We already established that they 24 elders have the blessings promised to the church that overcame.  So, these souls are separate from the church (notice that no record of them being resurrected has occurred yet), and you will see who they are in a moment.
They all fall down and worship God, and they don’t sing the song of the 24 elders but they do glorify God who has blessed them and delivered them.

Revelation 7:12 “ Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, [be] unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. “
This is the song of the martyrs:  “ Amen - blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and  honor and power and might be unto God forever and ever - Amen.  Their praise begins with an amen (so be it) and ends with one.

This is pure worship.  Many of these might not have been a Christian for very long.  The events of the first part of the Tribulation will have dramatic impact for many preparing them to be able to receive the Gospel and be saved.  And here, many of them might not have lived too long to enjoy their salvation.  But glory be to God!  Now, they can worship Him in His presence forever and ever!

Revelation 7:13 “ And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? “
Now the elder (one of the saints), as a good teacher is asking John a question to both make him think and enquire himself about their identity.  John could already tell that they came from all walks of life, and every tribe and nation of man... and every country... but who are they really?

He has already seen them in white robes before this, but the question is put to him, “Who are these white robed individuals and where did they come from?  What does this really mean?

Revelation 7:14 “ 14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. “
They came out of Great Tribulation.  They were either restored from a lukewarm state where they missed the catching away of the church, or they were saved during the first part of Tribulation.  Either way, they died for their faith and came out of Great Tribulation.

Now, there is a doctrine that uses a scripture in Romans 11:25-26 to try and prove that no non-Israeli (or Jew) will be converted in the tribulation.   This doctrine says that at the beginning of the tribulation the door to the Gentiles is shut.  
Pretty obviously, the door is not shut yet here, for God is saving Gentiles out of every tongue, nation, kindred, and people right here in Great Tribulation. Don’t play games with God’s word to try and prove a pet theory.
They came out of Great Tribulation.  There is no other way to honestly interpret this.  They died for their faith and testimony of Jesus Christ during the 7 year period.  And they are not just Jews, for that is clearly said. 

Revelation 7:15 “ Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. “
They are washed white by the blood of Jesus, so they are in covenant with Christ.  But, they can never leave the presence of the Heavenly Father.  They will stay in the temple day and night and never see the sun again.  The church however is coming back with Jesus and will see the sun again.
These do not return to Earth with Christ, but they will stay before the throne of God in Heaven day and night and serve God the Father who is on the throne there.  God will dwell among them.
They will stay in the throne room or Temple (same place), and they will know the glory of God forever.  The next verse makes it clear that the sun light never touches them again, for they never leave this domain.  That’s glorious!

It does not say that they are resurrected.  In fact the wording in chapter 6 uses the terminology, “the souls of them”.  They do have a white robe, but they don’t need resurrected bodies as they will not be joint heirs with Christ.  It does not say that they will never be resurrected, but it is never recorded that they are anywhere in scripture.  But they are included in those having part of the first resurrection that the second death has no power over, so they might get a resurrected body at some point.
The human soul is spiritual in nature, so it would have substance in the spiritual pan-dimensional realm of the 3rd Heaven, but it would be like so much wind here on Earth.  They will never return to Earth with Jesus Christ to rule and reign with Jesus.  They will not be on Earth when New Jerusalem comes to planet Earth after the thousand years.  But they will remain in the 3rd Heaven in God the Father’s presence in the Temple in Heaven.
They do have white robes as those who are resurrected, for they will be the Saints of God!  But they will not walk the Earth in the sun with those who were part of the Old Covenant and the Church as kings and priests to the peoples who survive and live in the 1000 years.  It is clear that they will never leave the throne of God ever again.  But, that is a real blessing!
Revelation 7:16 “ They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. “
They will never hunger and must have suffered great want and hunger in those last days before they were slaughtered, but they will hunger no more or thirst no more.  They will never know want or pain again.  God will lovingly taking care of them.  They sound as if they have been traumatized, and God is taking special care of them.

The sun will never light on them or the heat of the sun again.  They will never walk on the Earth again in the sun. The church who is caught up along with the Old Covenant Saints (according to 1 Thessalonians 4) will forever be with the Lord Jesus, and will walk on the Earth with Christ and help guide and minister to the humans who survive through the 1000 years of Peace (read the promises to the church in chapters 2 and 3).  These tribulation matryrs will not go with Christ, but will stay where God the Father manifests to the universe in the Throne Room in Heaven.

Revelation 7:17 “ For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.“
Jesus Christ will feed them and comfort them and lead them unto the living fountains of waters.  Jesus will at this time take time to comfort them and take away their pain.  These people have suffered horribly... more so apparently than most of those who have suffered before.  

They shall be happy and satisfied... and God will wipe away the tears from their eyes.  They will suffer hard for being a Christian.  Now, if you can’t be a Christian now with the church here and no threat of real persecution, how are you going to make it being tortured and killed for the name of Christ?  I personally believe most of these will come out of countries not so much evangelized as America and Canada.  I might be wrong, though.

This is the group that God says he will wipe their tears away.

More is spoken of these when Babylon the Great Whore is destroyed (when the last of the martyrs are murdered), and we will see more of the 144,000 later in Revelation 12 and 14.  We see three different groups in Heaven during these events... the Elders, the Martyrs, and the 144,000 Israeli Witnesses for Christ.
REVELATION CHAPTER EIGHT: The Trumpet Judgments – “Nuclear War + The 3 Woes”
[image: image17.png]


THE SEVENTH SEAL

THE SEVEN TRUMPET JUDGMENTS:  World War turns into Nuclear War, a Meteor Strike on the Ocean, Nuclear Winter, and the 3 Woes ending at the Middle of the 7 years
Revelation 8:1-5 “ 1 And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour. 

2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets. 

3 And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer [it] with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 

4 And the smoke of the incense, [which came] with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand. 

5 And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast [it] into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake. “

Silence in Heaven for ½ an hour

7 angels with 7 Trumpets

High Priest with incense of prayers

Prayers are a key in bringing this judgment

An Earthquake with lightning like flashes and thunders 

2nd Earthquake or shaking of Earth.
Revelation 8:1 “ And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour. “

The 7th Seal opened the scroll completely.  It was the last seal and opened up the next 7 judgments to befall the Earth.  There is a chronological progression in these judgments.  There are parenthetical chapters and places, but the judgments are a good way to look at the chronology of the seven years.  This follows the orderly placement you see in Daniel’s prophecies.
The 7 Seals – the 7th Seal is actually 7 more judgments called the 7 Trumpets – the 7 Thunders – The 7 bowls ending with the 7th bowl or vial which is the Day of the Lord (Armageddon)

The full opening of this scroll brings an even heavier devastation upon the Earth.  The things up to the 6th Seal is referred to by Jesus in Matthew 24 as the beginning of sorrows or birth pains.  Here you walk into a greater time of troubles which will lead you to Great Tribulation found in the second half.

First of all, remember that the beginning of the 70th week of Daniel and the Tribulation occurs with a World War which you see in the first 4 Seals or the 4 Horseman of the Apocalypse.  This war will engulf 1/4 of the world with a destructive power not seen before.
There is silence in Heaven.  This is the one and only instance of recorded silence in Heaven.  The worship being given to Yahweh will be suspended for ½ of an hour.  WHY?  There is a horrible silence as the spectators have been watching these devastations and realize the gravity of what is about to befall the inhabitants of the Earth.

I do believe that this is a literal ½ hour.  This is a mixture of awe to God and His power, and probably shock at what is coming to the Earth.  It is one thing to know that a thing is coming, and quite another when the time comes.  To say that this is the lull before the storm does not even do it justice.  Something horrific is coming, but it is a just judgment that matches the iniquity lived in before this time.
PLEASE NOTE:  It is interesting the time frame given here.  It takes between 20 and 30 minutes for intercontinental ballistic missiles to go from one side of the Earth over the North Pole and strike the other side.  The 30 minutes might be the time that they are watching this start until the missiles actually strike. 

Think about it, in a global thermonuclear war, within one hour all would be decided.

Revelation 8:2 “ And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets. “

The seven angels are getting ready to trumpet, and as each one trumpets, a trumpet judgment is released.  

These angels stood before God in preparation for their mission.  They are being prepared, and as they do their work, the results will be felt upon the Earth.  We will see later that these “angels” or messengers are actually Saints, and in particular resurrected prophets.  The “angel” showing John around and explaining things to him turns out to be one of his brethren and a prophet, as we will see later.
Revelation 8:3 “ And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer [it] with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. “

This “angel” or messenger is interesting, for He is in the place and office of the High Priest.  Angelic beings aren’t high priests.  But we in the church have one great high priest.  His name is Jesus Christ.
The angel that has the golden censer is performing the duties of a high priest.  This messenger is performing the duties of the High Priest.  The incense, and the golden altar, and the prayers being offered up to God all points to Jesus Christ, who is our Great High Priest.  

Hebrews 4:14-16 “ 14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast [our] profession. 15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as [we are, yet] without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. “

Hebrews 7:21 “ (For those priests were made without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto him, The Lord sware and will not repent, Thou [art] a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec:) 22 By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament. “

Hebrews 7:24-26 “ 24 But this [man], because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 26 For such an high priest became us, [who is] holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; “
It should be noted that He is offering the prayers of the saints up to God.  Our prayers are spiritually incense that goes up to God.  What is really interesting is that the prayers seem to have something to do with the fire and the coming judgment upon the Earth.  Jesus makes intercession for us to God the Father, but here that intercession brings judgment upon the Earth.  The iniquity has come to a full and it is time for judgment.
The LAND that is about to be DESTROYED must be connected to JUDGMENT and the PRAYERS that have been offered up.  
It is interesting that in America now, the church is praying for mercy.  But what about when the church is gone, and those who become Christians are living a different kind of life.  If there was great persecution in the land, the prayers prayed could have this effect.

There is a causal effect of the prayers and the fire and judgment.  They are connected, and the judgment comes in part due to the prayers of the saints.  

Point to Ponder:  There was much incense... showing a great amount of prayer.  There was great need bringing a great amount of prayer and a great judgment following.  

The Bible tells us that to whom much is given that much is required...  Luke 12:48-49 “ 48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few [stripes]. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more. 49 I am come to send fire on the earth; and what will I, if it be already kindled? “
The prayers of all the saints have been given.  What if this land in which so much had been given and so much prayer had been offered rejected God so thoroughly?  Judgment would be harsher for they had more opportunity than others.
The priestly office is seen here as intercession is made... and it is made in giving up these prayers, but it results in devastation upon the Earth.  The Tabernacle and Temple furniture was a shadow of this actual golden altar in Heaven.

Revelation 8:4 “ And the smoke of the incense, [which came] with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand. “

They would offer their prayers with incense that God would smell their prayers and enjoy the smell and be pleased... the smoke was to take the prayers into the presence of God.  There is a connection between prayers of the saints and spiritual incense... the prayers literally go up and make a good smell in God’s nostrils (metaphorically speaking).

And Jesus Christ is the mediator between God and man.  He is bringing man’s prayers to God.  John 14:6 “ Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. “
Revelation 8:5 “ And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast [it] into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake“

You see peals of lightning and thunder and noises and “another earthquake”, which might be an earthquake or a shaking of the Earth caused by something else.  Notice though that before these major catastrophes, that is what that you see happening.

Minus the earthquake, you see these events happening several times around the throne.  But, these things this time is being felt and seen on the Earth as well, for you have an earthquake.

JOHN HEARS AND FEELS AND SEES WHAT?  He hears noises and a thundering while he sees lightning flashes and feels the earth quake when the fire is poured out on the earth with flashes of light and thunderous noise and a great shaking.  What do you suppose is happening with these trumpets?

THIS IS EARTHQUAKE NUMBER 2 IN REVELATION.  WHAT CAUSES IT?

Think on this, you already see people in the 6th Seal going underground and this GREAT EARTHQUAKE and meteor showers and probably a massive meteor strike sufficient to shake the entire world.  This is terrifying, but has happened in the history of the planet before.
Now, as this process of the 7 Trumpets begins, just before the First Trumpet sounds, there is another earthquake in between the last great one and the disaster that comes with the First Trumpet.  If it is just a normal earthquake in between shakings, or connected to the meteor strike or the man-made event of the First Trumpet is not clear.  It is however in between the 6th Seal and the First Trumpet right after Jesus breaks the 7th Seal.
This quaking and lightning flashes and thundering is a result of the 7th Seal and Jesus pouring fire upon the Earth in judgment and related to the prayers of the Saints.

THE 7TH SEAL INCLUDES THIS:  

1. THE SILENCE IN HEAVEN FOR A HALF AN HOUR
2. THE 7 ANGELS ARE GIVEN THE 7 TRUMPETS (Greek sal-pinx – trump)

3. HIGH PRIEST TAKES INCENSE OF PRAYERS OF THE SAINTS

4. POURS THE FIRE ON TO THE EARTH

5. A SHAKING AND THUNDEROUS NOISES AND FLASHES OF LIGHT OCCUR

6. THE 7 TRUMPETS JUDGMENTS AS EACH ANGEL TRUMPS IN TURN
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THE FIRST TRUMPET

THERMONUCLEAR WAR THAT BURNS DOWN 1/3 OF THE EARTH
INCLUDING THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN THE WORLD WAR WITH RUSSIA AND THE ISLAMIC INVADERS OF ISRAEL

REVELATION 8:6-7  (KJV) “6  And the seven angels which had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound.
 7  The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up. “
Revelation 8:7 (NASB) “ And the first sounded, and there came hail and fire, mixed with blood, and they were thrown to the earth; and a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up.

Revelation 8:6-7 (AMP) “6 Then the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to sound them.  
7  The first angel blew [his] trumpet, and there was a storm of hail and fire mingled with blood cast upon the earth. And a third part of the earth was burned up and a third of the trees was burned up and all the green grass was burned up. “

Revelation 8:6-7 (Analytical Literal Translation) “ 6 And the seven angels, the ones having the seven trumpets, prepared themselves so that they should sound the trumpets.  
7  And the first [one] sounded [his] trumpet, and there occurred hail and fire having been mixed with blood, and it was thrown to the earth; and the third of the earth was burnt up, and the third of the trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up. “

THE KING JAMES VERSION AND NEW KING JAMES VERSION OMITS AN ENTIRE LINE OUT OF THE TEXT THAT WAS PUT THERE BY ST. JOHN.  The reason that I included so many extra translations was to show that the KJV has a problem in omitting an entire line out of the text of Revelation.  It was not deliberate.  The King James Version translators used the Complutensian Polygot with Erasmus Greek translation into Latin for their translation into English.  
Desiderius Erasmus omitted the line although the Greek text he used had it included.  When Desiderius Erasmus was translating the Greek into Latin for the publication of the first polygot Bible (An interlinear Bible with both Greek and Latin side by side) known as the Complutensian Polyglot, published by Cardinal Francisco Jiménez de Cisneros 90 years before the King James Version, he had a number of accidental omissions in his translation.  

Erasmus was a genius and had a desire to help the church reform from the inside, putting the Bible in the hands of more people than just the clergy.  But he was put under so much pressure to hurry and finish it that he missed a number of words and lines in the text in his rush to finish.  The most important that I have found (I am only a student) is an entire line that is omitted out of the KJV in verse 7.  “And the third of the Earth was burned up”.  This entire line is omitted out of a mistake by Erasmus.  
He was brilliant, but the Cardinal had put pressure on him to rush the work.  It was a monumental work, and he did it well.  But he missed this.  Only the latter 5th Century Codex Alexandrinus (which holds in it a “lot” of corrections, and not the best text to use) omits the line.  All 35 earlier manuscripts include the line in the text!  After researching it however, the blame goes back to Erasmus and the pressure he was put under, and not this one errant latter manuscript.  
The classical view of this plague is usually based on two things.  First of all, its similarity to the literal hail that burned like fire that burned up the crops in Egypt.  But the Egyptian plague was a pale shadow of what this entails, and did not include a lot that this one does including the literal burning down of the Earth and the blood which shows that it kills.  The other thing is the error in the King James text.   It was not a deliberate error though I admit that when I first found it in my two Interlinear Bibles comparing it to the KJV, I suspected that it was.  I thought that to read that the entire Earth is burned down to the ground might be too horrible to share.

But after some deeper study into the history of the King James Translation, I found that Erasmus was a very brilliant theologian and linguist.  The errors in his translation from Greek to Latin had a number of errors from the way that they hurried him.  Most are a word here or there and re not too serious.  The NKJV fixes some of these, and the NASB takes care of the rest.  But, this error was major.  It changes the entire meaning of the text if you cut it out.
BECAUSE OF THIS TRANSLATION ERROR, A LOT OF PEOPLE WHO RELY ON THE KJV HAS MISSED A MAJOR MEANING OF THIS PLAGUE SINCE THEY DO NOT READ THAT A THIRD OF THE EARTH IS BURNED DOWN.
When the 1st Trumpet sounds, Hail and Fire mingled with Blood falls to the Earth.  The plagues of Egypt come to mind with the plague of fire.  It burns all of the grass of the earth and 1/3 of the trees of the earth.  The blood points to death actually, but can be referenced with another Egyptian plague if you press it.  But the 2 Egyptian Plagues had nothing to do with each other.  
JOHN IS A PRE-INDUSTRIAL MAN SEEING A VISION AND DESCRIBES WHAT HE SEES. 

John sees what looks like hailstones falling over 1/3 of the Earth.  Mingling it with blood shows death is falling out of the skies with this plague.  It turns to fire when it strikes the Earth (in shadows of the plague of hail turning to fire in Egypt).  There are some interesting differences though.
The Greek word for “hail” here is “chalaza”.  It means to strike down from the sky and is used many times in relationship to the judgment of God.  It means literally something that strikes down from the sky, and not necessarily just ice.

Hail does not literally burn the Earth up.  Later, you will see this same kind of hail being sent by the Antichrist on the city of Babylon the Great Harlot.  Each “hailstone” weighs around 100 lbs if they are the same kind of hail that brings fire and burns ground down at the end of the Tribulation.  Think about that.
The Original Greek of Revelation 8:7 "AND THE FIRST TRUMPETED; AND THERE OCCURRED HAIL AND FIRE HAVING BEEN MIXED IN [WITH] BLOOD AND IT WAS CAST INTO THE EARTH.  AND THE THIRD PART OF THE EARTH WAS BURNT DOWN, AND THE THIRD PART OF THE TREES WAS BURNT DOWN AND ALL GREEN GRASS WAS BURNT DOWN."
The understanding of what is happening might become clearer when you take into the consideration the next 3 Trumpets, and the fact that Russia and Islamic Countries are in a world war with the United States and others over the land of Israel.  
Ezekiel 38:13 (KJV) Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil? “
Even though the rest of Ezekiel 38 speaks of God destroying Gog and raining fire down on his land and a great quaking, it is at God’s presence and this speaks of pulling Gog back into a second invasion after this first one.  The USA will challenge them and you see a break after verse 13, and then Ezekiel talks about them coming again in “that day”… and destruction at God’s Presence.  This is the Day of the Lord when you have literally 3 major armies gather together in Israel (Russia, China, and the European Coalition that winds up being the Antichrist’s Empire).
Isaiah 23:1 “ The burden of Tyre. Howl, ye ships of Tarshish; for it is laid waste, so that there is no house, no entering in: from the land of Chittim it is revealed to them. “
But Russia is pushed back to its borders here in the first part of the Tribulation after this challenge by the USA.  Something traumatic happens to push them back.  They come back for their own destruction at Armageddon at the end of the Tribulation, but this is before the middle.  There is a flashpoint between Russia and the USA, and we will see later that the Antichrist with European Peace Keeping forces will enforce a peace in Israel as he takes over.
The world war being waged up until the 7th Seal is so bloody that Death and Hell (the Pale Horse) is riding over ¼ of the Earth.  It is the worst war that mankind has ever seen up to this point.  Russia has always had a fear of the USA and that doctrine of striking first with a surprise all-out nuclear strike (VRYAN) has never been dropped by the Russians.  

When the celestial calamity of a meteor strike hits the Earth so solidly that it shakes the whole Earth, and you see the USA using those underground FEMA city-sized shelters, the nation of Russia and Gog (their leader) will take advantage of the situation with a first strike against Russia’s enemies.

So, if you consider the 1/3 of the Earth being burned down, then this is where the blood comes from.  Literally 1/3 of the earth will die right here from fire and something described by John as hail falling from the sky.  

Projectiles that look like hail will fall and when they strike the Earth will quite literally burn down 1/3 of the earth.  And the word for Earth means the land of the earth, and not the ocean part.  
The missiles that the USA and Russia uses are intercontinental ballistic missiles with MIRVed warheads.  M.I.R.V. means Multiple independently targetable reentry vehicle.  Each missile has multiple warheads with little rockets on them.  When they come over their arc in their flightpath over the Earth, the booster will fire the reentry vehicles (warheads) over the land and each MIRV will strike a different city or complex (target).  

If you happen to be under it, it would look like it was hailing over the land and when they fell, nuclear fire would erupt.  The Russian Federation claims to have the most advanced MIRV system in the world named the Bulava (Russian for mace) RSM-56 (NATO gives it the designation SS-NX-32).   Each Bulava carries 10 hypersonic warheads with a yield of 100-150 kilotons each.  It will look like it will be hailing and then there will be so much fire.
This horrific world war will become nuclear right here.  1/3 of the green trees are burned down.  Have you ever considered how green North and South America really are?  Have you considered what would happen to the oxygen production system of the Earth if you destroyed the ecosystems of North and South America?

Why would all green grass all over the world be destroyed?  Obviously the 1/3 of the Earth that is burned down would have all their grass burned down, but why the rest of the Earth?  What you have here is a mixture of radiation and nuclear winter (the 4th Trumpet) killing anything green on the Earth.  It will not be pleasant for the survivors.

Actually, the Earth could be considered a garden right now despite certain urban and pollution problems compared to anywhere on the Earth after the First Trumpet.  Every time things start to heal, another plague will fall.

Reading from Ezekiel and here in Revelation, the United States and Canada (and possibly places like Australia) will suffer the most from this world war.  But the Middle East and Israel in particular will suffer, and Russia will suffer, and those involved will suffer.  And after this massive thermonuclear war, the world that survives will suffer greatly.
Point to Ponder:  Note also that there seems to be a parallel between the first 4 seals and first 4 trumpets and the first 4 vials.  They have different things happen, but seem to speak of the same things being affected... though in different ways.  The first 4 Seals are a World War, and the first 4 Trumpets are a one day nuclear war, and the first 4 vial judgments a later result of that nuclear war. They are separate judgments at different times, but the symmetry is obvious.
So the first trumpet would be a devastating nuclear first strike of the Americas.
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THE SECOND TRUMPET

A SECOND METEOR (COMET FRAGMENT) FOLLOWS THE FIRST HITTING AN OCEAN 
1/3 OF THE SEAS DIES

1/3 OF SEA LIFE DIES AS OCEANS BECOME BLOOD (DEATH)

1/3 OF NAVIES DESTROYED – MIGHT BE NUCLEAR WAR STRIKE
Revelation 8:8-9  “ 8 And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood; 
9 And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed. “

Consider that there are two things are going on at the same time.  First, there is a calamity from space as seen from the meteor showers, the Earth being struck so hard that it shakes the whole world while people in the USA go underground to deep shelters.  Secondly, there is a nuclear first strike from the Russian Federation against the United States and Canada and allies taking advantage of this natural disaster to the North America (and ending their world war simultaneously).  Take these two things into consideration when you see this disaster.
The second angel sounds the second trumpet, and there is a great burning mountain that is on fire that hits the sea and literally poisons 1/3 of the Sea as it turns red as blood.  I do not think that this is a Red Tide of algai that poisons the oceans and robs them of oxygen killing sea life.  This is a result of this mountain striking the ocean.
Mark 13:25 “ And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken. “

If this is another meteor (which is extremely likely) hitting the Earth, then it is a broken up comet fragment which split and hits the ocean some time (perhaps a couple of days or a day or hours) after the first one hits land affecting North America.  This would cause a super-tsunami of a wave that would crash inland at a fantastic speed and depending on its size, could wash far inland with a wave hundreds of meters to a kilometer high.  If it were close to the Atlantic Seaboard, the ocean could rush inland until it hit the eastern side of the Appalachians.

There is another possibility here, although it is clearly showing a mountainous rock on fire falling out of space striking the ocean, but since 1/3 of the “navies” are destroyed, this is also connected to the nuclear first strike that you see in the First Trumpet.  This happens at the same time, and there might be a mixing of disasters here considering what is said to be happening.
The coming burning star named wormwood is definitively nuclear missile retaliation on Russia and Ukraine, etc.  We will see that.  This occurs at the same time, and since U.S. And Russian naval forces would be targeted (we already saw the doom of Rota naval base forefold), this might be as much military strikes as it is natural disaster.
BUT THE PRIMARY DISASTER IN THE 2ND TRUMPET IS NATURAL FROM A METEOR STRIKING AN OCEAN:
· There would be massive devastation anywhere near the planet strike.

· There would be a mega-tsunami that would crash far inland that would vary depending on meteor size.
· This tsunami could be a kilometer high and could was “far” inland on both sides.

· The blood is probably there to show that great death is caused by this even.

· However it might actually turn red to some effect of the meteor.

· It is believed that a medium or larger meteor strike will cause a major depletion of the Earth’s Ozone Layer.
· This would cause either a hole or general depletion of ozone raising the UV levels 2 to 3 times normal.
Revelation 8:8-9 (ALT) “ 8 And the second angel sounded [his] trumpet, and [something] like a great burning mountain was thrown into the sea, and the third of the sea became blood.  9  And the third of the creatures in the sea, the ones having life, died, and the third of the ships were utterly destroyed.”

The third of the creatures in the sea, that is “the ones having life”, died.  This is interesting wording.

Think of the special effects from the movie Armageddon when the wave was coming inland in Virginia.  That might be a modest modeling of this kind of event depending on where it strikes and how much and what kind of mass the object is.   God knows, and apparently it does not end life on Earth even though both the land and sea are struck.
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NUCLEAR MISSILE RETALIATION AGAINST RUSSIA AND ALLIES

NUCLEAR FALLOUT KILLS MANY AND MAKES MANY MORE SICK

RUSSIA IS FORCED OUT OF THE MIDDLE EAST BACK HOME

Revelation 8:10-11 “ And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; 
11 And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter. “
The First Trumpet affects the land by burning it up.  The Second Trumpet affects the oceans with a meteor striking it.  The Third Trumpet will affect rivers and streams and inland drinking water, following the other two.  The Fourth Trumpet will affect the atmosphere.
Many commentators have thought (probably taking from the last trumpet), that this is probably a comet that planet falls.  However, you have already seen a meteor striking the Earth sufficient to moving the whole world in the 6th Seal just before these particular events.  We have seen one striking the ocean, and John described something like a meteor or comet fragment striking the ocean quite well.
THIS ONE IS DIFFERENT.  This is what people watched when those SCUD Missiles were coming into Saudi Arabia and Bahrain and Israel.  Those missiles coming in to hit land targets looked just like the kind of falling star that John is describing here.  This is NOT like a meteor like a burning rock or mountain as the 2nd Trumpet.  No, this is like a great bright star from heaven.  Well, obviously it can’t be a real star, for those are like our Sun.  We would vaporize long before it touched the Earth if that was the case.
But, what happens if Russia shoots their missiles in a first strike at the United States and Canada?  There would be as much of a retaliatory nuclear strike as possible from the United States toward Russia and whatever allied country who launched against us.
The land is poisoned by the “wormwood” of the star that falls on the fresh waters.
Many men died, but it is not said how many of Earth’s population or where this death occurs, but it affects 1/3 of the Earth’s fresh water.  So, just as 1/3 of the land is burned down in the 1st Trumpet, now in another part of the world 1/3 of the world is poisoned by “wormwood”.
Wormwood is a plant that is called absinth now.  Actually, some people drink an alcoholic version of absinth, but it causes hallucinations and is poisonous.  It kills if you drink too much.   It is a poisonous plant, and indeed this star is called wormwood because it makes the water wormwood or poisonous.  
As the first 4 Seals are a world war, the first 4 Trumpets is where that war ends in a nuclear confrontation (with some cosmic meteor strikes to cause enough confusion to launch).  This retaliation will be limited compared to the actual burning down 1/3 of the Earth, but will be sufficient to weaken them so that the Antichrist’s European forces can push him out of Israel to bring a peace.  That is what will get the Antichrist honored as the messiah in Israel among many.

There are a couple of reasons that I believe this actually.  One thing is that a single reentering missile looks like a burning star.  Remember Desert Storm when the scuds would go overhead?

And John was describing things that he was seeing almost 2,000 years before they existed.

3. Add to that the name wormwood for proof.  In the Ukranian language, the word for wormwood is Chernobyl.  And Chernobyl is the Ukranian atomic power plant that melted down and radiated the water tables and sent radioactive steam that radiated much of Russia and part of Europe.  There are victims of Chernobyl that are still dying with cancer and other health concerns because of this great release of radiation.  THIS WAS THE WORST NUCLEAR ACCIDENT THAT MAN HAS HAD.
The name Chernobyl is forever associated with nuclear fallout poisoning.
I believe that God looked ahead (and actually, God transcends time.   He is in the future and in our time simultaneously.  He knew what importance the proper name, “Wormwood” would have) and used a word that would be understood in our time, especially in the lands where this will occur.  
Wormwood would be translated Chernobyl in the Ukrainian Language.  Many died from the radioactive fallout from the missiles that we will launch in retaliation.  There are no winners in an atomic war!
The worst nuclear disaster of the 20th Century was the meltdown at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Station in the Ukraine.  It poisoned the air and water and even fruit and vegetables of Europe for a long time, and the long-term results of that fallout is still not known.  

CHERNOBYL is now synonymous with ATOMIC FALLOUT, thanks to that infamous accident.  

CHERNOBYL IS WORMWOOD!

It is a very bitter or poisonous effect that this strike has when it hits the land on the fresh waters.  It will be very difficult to get fresh water during this time.
There is an interesting prophecy in Jeremiah 9 about a time when the land will be burned up like a wilderness in a time when people turn from God after the sin of Baalim, and God will give them wormwood and water of gall to drink.
Jeremiah 9:10-16 “ 10 For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and for the habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because they are burned up, so that none can pass through them; neither can men hear the voice of the cattle; both the fowl of the heavens and the beast are fled; they are gone.   11 And I will make Jerusalem heaps, and a den of dragons; and I will make the cities of Judah desolate, without an inhabitant.   12 Who is the wise man, that may understand this? and who is he to whom the mouth of the LORD hath spoken, that he may declare it, for what the land perisheth and is burned up like a wilderness, that none passeth through?   13 And the LORD saith, Because they have forsaken my law which I set before them, and have not obeyed my voice, neither walked therein;   14 But have walked after the imagination of their own heart, and after Baalim, which their fathers taught them:   
15 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will feed them, even this people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink.   16 I will scatter them also among the heathen, whom neither they nor their fathers have known: and I will send a sword after them, till I have consumed them. “

This will be the retaliatory blow that will weaken Russia enough that the European Forces can push her out of Israel and bring a peace that will bring the end of the Age.
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THE FOURTH TRUMPET
NUCLEAR WINTER SHALL DARKEN THE SKIES AND FREEZE THE LAND
A CONTINUATION FROM THE FIRST METEOR STRIKE OF THE 6TH SEAL

AND THE VAPORIZED SEA WATER AND PARTICLES FROM THE OCEAN STRIKE

AND THERMONUCLEAR WAR

1/3 OF THE TOTAL LIGHT ONLY SHOWS FOR 1/3 OF THE DAY
Revelation 8:12 “ And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon, and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part of it, and the night likewise. “

This is the second darkening of the skies.  It is a continuation of the darkening you see right after the meteor strike of the 6th Seal.  HOWEVER, this is a much deeper increase of darkness to where there is very little light and heat getting through the atmosphere of the Earth.

It is not a powering down of the sun as some has suggested.  What most people don’t realize is that the distance that we are from the sun and the power level that it gives off is perfectly balanced for life.  If you actually lowered the amount of heat and light by a 2/3 reduction, all life would die within a few days.

This is a darkening of the sky to where the majority of the sunlight is blocked from hitting the earth.  This is the expected results from a nuclear war.  NUCLEAR WINTER WILL OCCUR DIRECTLY AFTER A NUCLEAR WAR from the ash and particles from burning cities.  It will block the sky much like volcanic activity does... this will probably cover the whole earth however.

A nuclear winter kills plant life.   All fruit and vegetables will die soon after this even on the other side of the world, and soon after that all grass (just as predicted in the First Trumpet) will die, though that will come back later.  The survivors will be in much misery and there will be MASS STARVATION.  The famine of the 3rd Seal will not touch this one.  It will be worse because of the deep freeze that is taking the whole Earth.

From vaporized ocean waters with its particles of chlorine and bromine, and the particles of Earth from the meteor, to the burning cities with smoke and ash, it will darken the entire world.
There are further references to nuclear war in the old testament prophecies although many are references to Armageddon.  Nahum 1:5 (KJV) The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. 6 Who can stand before his indignation? and who can abide in the fierceness of his anger? his fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him.  

2 Peter 3:10 (KJV) But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 

Zechariah 14:12 (KJV) And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth. 13 And it shall come to pass in that day, [that] a great tumult from the LORD shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbour. “
AND ESPECIALLY:  Joel 2:30-31 “ 30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come. “
The above is to happen before the terrible day of the Lord which is Armageddon, and the fire and blood and “pillars of smoke” is a perfect description of nuclear war with the sky being darkened as a result.  This is further evidence that the first four trumpets are a nuclear war.  This is not a total darkening as that is promised never to happen again according to promises from God in the Old Testament.  But this is a serious one of 1/3 of the light getting through 1/3 of the day.  It will get very, very cold.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1THE THREE WOES : TRUMPETS 1-3
Revelation 8:13 “ And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound! “

WOE, WOE, WOE:  Now we see a heralding messenger proclaiming that something worse is coming upon the face of the world.  You had 30 minutes of silence before the first 4 Trumpets showing the gravity of the judgment.   Now you see an angel proclaiming 3 separate woes coming to the Earth.  What kind of angel is it?
This will be a world-wide judgment affecting those who have survived, thus the inhabitants of the Earth.  THIS APPLIES TO ALL SURVIVORS.  A “WOE” is something that cause people to mourn and suffer.  They will bring much suffering to those who live on the Earth.  
The first interesting point about the “angel” here is that actually in the original Greek text, the word meaning “EAGLE” is used here.  It is translated angel, but the original actually says, “eagle”.  Most Greek texts back up this translation, including the one the KJV translators used.

John looked and saw what he described as an “eagle”.

The next interesting thing is that he is flying in the “mid-heaven”.  The first heaven is from the ground to the highest point of the atmosphere.  The third heaven is the abode of God the Father and the hosts of Heaven.  But the second or “mid-heaven” is from orbit around our planet out to the planets and stars and galaxies.  This angel or eagle was flying in orbit around the Earth.

Please note this:  I believe that a number of Trinity Broadcasting Network’s (TBN) satellites are called “eagles” or “gospel eagles”.  This might be a coincidence, or it might be something that someone in Christian circles uses in the first of the Tribulation to get out the message to not give into the Mark of the Beast and warn what is coming.
[image: image22.wmf]There is reason to believe that the angel proclaiming this might actually be a communications satellite.  I believe this because first it is flying through mid-heaven in the Greek text.  Mid-heaven means the heaven between the height of our atmosphere in the air and the 3rd Heaven where God rules.  It is in outer space.  In orbit around the earth to the farthest galaxies is Mid-Heaven.

Add to that, if a man of John’s day was to see a satellite, it might appear to be an eagle or large bird with it’s solar panels.  He looked and saw this thing looking like an “eagle” proclaiming the everlasting Gospel of Jesus Christ.

I think that after the rapture, there will be a revival among backsliders and those who were lukewarm or using the Matthew 25 example, or those who let their oil run out.  TBN’s and other religious network satellites are in orbit, and will be able to be used in other countries.  Also there are the 144,000 Messianic Jews who will be preaching during this time.  But they will use modern communication to tell the world.

[image: image23.wmf]
THE FIFTH TRUMPET:  
The First Woe 

Demonic Locusts out of the Bottomless Pit bring torment to humanity
Revelation 9:1-2 “ 1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. “

This is an angelic being.  The stars and angels are interchangeable in prophetic scripture for they rule the worlds around those stars.  All through scriptures you see angels and stars used interchangeably.  Here this star is a person who is given the key to the abyss. 
He is called “he” and not an “it”.  And of course a sun isn’t going to come and touch the Earth, or you would have instant vaporization of our planet.  This is an unnamed angel.
I doubt that he is a fallen angel as some have suggested as God trusts him with the key to the abyss.  You see there are angels that are bound there even now awaiting judgment.  The devil is not among them.  They sinned a special sin to be put into Tartarus or the Abyss (bottomless pit).

The question arises, is this a fallen angel?  The word for “fall” is the Greek peptokota, which means has already fallen or has already flown down from above.  Argument could be made that God gave the key to the abyss to a fallen angel that was already here to unleash his fellow trapped fallen angels.  I don’t think this is the meaning here, but instead that the angel had already flown down from heaven to the Earth, and at this point the key to the abyss is given to him so that he could open it when this trumpet sounds.

John saw him as a star that had already flown down from the sky to the Earth.  The wording of some translations seems to suggest that he saw him fly down or fall, but the word is the perfect passive participle of pipto (Robertson’s Word Pictures and others), which means he was already come from the “sky” (in the ALT).  

The abyss is the prison where the angels that are in chains are locked up for a particular sin.  The abyss is the great gulf that was between Paradise and Hell in Sheol that separated Lazarus and the Rich Man.  It is like an outer darkness zone that is a prison for very powerful angels who sexually sinned with hman women.  They are the fathers of the Nephilim.  This angel has been given the key to release a number of them onto the face of the Earth.

Jude 1:6 “ And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. “

2 Peter 2:4 “ For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast [them] down to hell, and delivered [them] into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 
This pit will not be opened until God gives the key.  There are certain occult groups that have tried to bring who they call the elder ones back from their darkness who will engulf the world in a kind of darkness when they are released, but God has the key.  Certain Hermetic Orders and more modern Chaos Magic Groups have delved into setting free the Old or Elder ones who are the evil angels that in 1 Enoch were called the Watchers.  God sent them to help early man learn the skills he needed to prosper on the Earth and they twisted the knowledge from their own lust for human women.  The nephilim (giants) were the evil offspring that caused the Earth to be flooded in Noah’s time and those angels to be bound in the Abyss.  Until Yahweh gives the key to this angel, they will remain there.  Nothing short of this key will open it.
Revelation does not name this angel, but an interesting theory has been put forth by those who have studied the book of 1 Enoch.  1 Enoch has been quoted by both Peter and Jude directly, and is considered by man (including the Apostles as well it seems) as genuinely handed down from Enoch’s time.  The rest of the books of Enoch after 1 are a latter invention, but 1 Enoch speaks much of early man and the time just before the Flood of Noah including the corruption of human bloodline with angelic sexual interaction, and the nephilim and the curse the Watchers brought upon themselves.  It also speaks much of Armageddon and the end of this Age.

The theory says that the Archangel Uriel might very well be this angel, since his posting is here on the Earth overseeing the very Abyss that this is speaking of.

1 Enoch 19:1-3 "1 And Uriel said to me: ‘Here shall stand the angels who have connected themselves with women, and their spirits assuming many different forms are defiling mankind and shall lead them astray into sacrificing to demons «as gods», (here shall they stand,) till «the day of» the great judgment in which they shall be judged till they are made an end of. 

2 And the women also of the angels who went astray shall become sirens.’ 

3 And I, Enoch, alone saw the vision, the ends of all things: and no man shall see as I have seen."

1 Enoch 20:1-8 " 1 And these are the names of the holy angels who watch. 

2 Uriel, one of the holy angels, who is over the world and over Tartarus. 

3 Raphael, 4 one of the holy angels, who is over the spirits of men. Raguel, one of the holy angels who †takes vengeance on† the world of the luminaries. 

5 Michael, one of the holy angels, to wit, he that is set over the best part of mankind «and» over chaos. 6 Saraqâêl, one of the holy angels, who is set over the spirits, who sin in the spirit. 

7 Gabriel, one of the holy angels, who is over Paradise and the serpents and the Cherubim. 8 Remiel, one of the holy angels, whom God set over those who rise."

[image: image24.wmf]GREEK OF REVELATION 9:2 “AND HE OPENED THE SHAFT OF THE ABYSS; AND WENT UP A SMOKE OUT OF THE SHAFT AS SMOKE OF A GREAT FURNACE, AND THE SUN AND THE AIR WAS DARKENED BY REASON OF THE SMOKE OF THE SHAFT.”
This suggests that the abyss is a place of fire as well as darkness just like Hell in that respect.  He opened the shaft that opened the abyss in the center of the earth, and it might be that volcanic smoke will fly at that time as the opening is made.  But a spiritual darkness will come as well.
Revelation 9:3-4 

“ 3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power. 4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads. “
Greek of Revelation 9:3-4 “ And out of the smoke came forth locusts unto the Earth and was given to them power as the scorpions of the Earth have power.  And it was said to them that not they should injure the grass of the Earth nor any green thing nor any tree, but the men only who have not the Seal of God on their foreheads.”
These locusts should not be confused with the army of Joel as many reference bibles say.  Actually that’s the horsemen of the 6th seal and not the 5th.  Joel’s horsemen burned all the grass, but these are not allowed to harm any of the green trees.

These are not normal locusts that normally eat up trees and grass, but to John they are swarming like locusts... these locusts are come to do great harm, and not bring death, but to bring great agony to the inhabitants of the Earth.  THEY SWARM LIKE LOCUSTS, BUT HAVE POWER LIKE SCORPIONS, BUT ARE FALLEN ANGELS.
They are given “great” power.  They will be spiritual beings with the ability to cause great physical harm (but not death).  They will be tormenting spirits that will swarm over the face of the Earth out of the darkness that will come with the eruptions.  
Point of Speculation:  This is not provable, but this will probably be months or possibly a year or more after nuclear winter.  For after the nuclear war, the darkening of the skies will last for months.  The skies have cleared enough for them to darken again after this opening up of the bowels of the Earth.  And the smoke going up here will cover the Earth once again bringing a darkening.  So, it seems likely and reasonable that some time has passed since the 4th Trumpet and this 5th Trumpet... maybe months or as much as a year.  It is debatable.
THIS WILL COME WITH A VOLCANIC ERUPTION AS THE OPENING OF THE BOTTOMLESS PIT MANIFESTS AS A VOLCANIC ERUPTION ON THE SURFACE OF THE EARTH.  Does Yellowstone erupt?  Or is this a seeming large volcano not in the same level as Yellowstone.  Either way, they come out of a shaft of the Earth.

These are spiritual beings that have come out of the abyss.  You cannot make them anything natural since they come out of the abyss.  They look like huge locust like beings to John.  But they come out of a spiritual prison prepared for fallen angels who have as Jude said, left their first estate and sinned as the Sodomites sinned... immorality.  They are in chains awaiting the judgment bound.

Some have likened them to helicopters ( I can imagine the connections with the hair, etc. ), and still others have tried to link them with Joel’s army (which I might add does devastate the green and trees and grass which these are specifically said not to), and others to the Muslim Arabs with symbols as horses, and scorpions, etc.  But the fact is, it isn’t that John is describing something modern that he has never seen (which we will see in the next Woe), but he is very specific where these beings come from, what they do, and who is over them.
THEY ARE FROM THE ABYSS, AND NOT NATURAL.

It specifically states that they are beings out of the Abyss or Bottomless Pit (Tartarus), and have an angelic king over them named Abaddon.  They also cause great harm without killing, and an angel comes down from Heaven with the key to unlock their prison.  They are fallen angels. 

· They are given the power to torment men as a scorpion stings a man.  
· They are not allowed to hurt those with the seal of God in their forehead.  
· They will be forbidden to touch God’s elect. 
· They are fallen angelic being that comes out of a seeming volcanic eruption of smoke and fire.

· They come from the Abyss.
· They will swarm like locusts, and will come out of a seeming volcanic eruption.  

[image: image25.wmf]Point to Ponder: Here’s a question.  Do these fallen angels that John saw appear visibly to men?  I doubt it.  They are unrepentant.  They will probably think that it is some strange disease that causes unbelievable pain but not death for 5 months.  I think that I would recognize the judgment of God if these horse sized scorpions in armor buzzed around me and stung me and wouldn’t let me die for 5 months.  I think that I would catch on.  But they get more hardened and evil in their thinking after this point.  In fact, the woes seem to make men harder toward God and oblivious to their own judgment.  They get on the side of the ones who are killing and tormenting them actually.  
There are angels, both holy and fallen that operate around men today.  These will be released from a prison that the ones we deal with today have not been placed in “yet”.  But we usually (sometimes we do, but not often) don’t see their unholy work, but men and women will feel and experience it this time.  
John saw what they really were because that he was in the Spirit and allowed to see spiritual things.  They will not be allowed to touch any that have the Seal of God on their forehead.

Revelation 9:5-10 “And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment [was] as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man. 
6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them. 
7 And the shapes of the locusts [were] like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads [were] as it were crowns like gold, and their faces [were] as the faces of men. 
8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as [the teeth] of lions. 
9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings [was] as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. 
10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power [was] to hurt men five months. “

This is a tormenting plague for 5 months.  Note that this is before the 7th trumpet which marks the middle of the Tribulation.  So this happens somewhere in that time frame before the middle.  They are tormented for 5 months as a scorpion stings.  Scorpions have a tormenting stink worse than a wasp’s.  The sting won’t go away for those 5 months.

Men won’t be able to die, although they will want to.   This is interesting.  This plague will actually keep people alive in torment so terrible that they will want to die.  It is supernatural, but will probably be seen as some mysterious disease.  
He called them locusts, but they aren’t.  They are the size of horses and look like horses prepared for battle... they are probably armored.  They have crowns of victory, or stephanos, so they are going to have victory.  They have been bound and finally loosed and given authority!
DESCRIPTIONS OF THESE FALLEN ANGELIC LOCUSTS FROM THE ABYSS
· They have faces like men  
· Long hair and horrible
· Horse-sized bodies 
· Teeth like lions
· Tails like scorpions
· Stingers in their tails
· Sting causes torment 5 months in a person
· They swarm like locusts and look like a swarm to John
· Will keep affected humans from dying, though they will wish to  
· Iron breastplates  (armored)  
· Make a sound like the sound of many horses running to battle
· Crowns of victory (stephanos)

· Will overcome or prevail for 5 months

· Forbidden to touch the Sealed 144,000

· Make a roaring sound like running horses

There are natural things today that spring to mind, however these are spiritual beings out of the abyss.  I don’t know if they will make a sound to someone not in the Spirit.  The roar of many horses running to battle might have something to do with the eruption, also.  If so, it turns out that it is of a preternatural origin.
Revelation 9:11 “ And they had a king over them, [which is] the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue [is] Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath [his] name Apollyon. “

This is a literal bound principality named Abaddon.  This is not the Devil, but one of his kings.  The devil is not bound to the Abyss, and angels do not come and go out of the Abyss as they please.  This angelic king is named Abaddon.  Abaddon means “destroyer” literally.  This one is bad and is one of the few angelic beings that is named in scripture.
He is given this name because this is what he does, destroy.  This is probably the same Samyaza who led the rebellion of the Watchers in 1 Enoch and Genesis 6.  Or, could it be the “goat” demon (really a different kind of fallen angel), Azazel who is spoken of in scripture to be in the abyss with an opening in the wilderness in Sinai?  The scapegoat is sent to Azazel who taught men to sin.
This is not Satan or Lucifer as many have blindly suggested without any real study of the matter.  You can say, oh... it’s a king, so it’s the devil himself.  No, the devil is not bound “yet”!  He will be later, but not yet.  This angelic king has been bound for a while and is loosed here in the first half of the Tribulation.  It is not the devil, but it is a fallen angelic principality.  A principality is a king.  See Ephesians 6:10-18
Ephesians 6:12 “ For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high [places].  “
THIS IS THE 1ST OF 3 WOES.  IT COMES AFTER THE WORLD WAR-NUCLEAR WAR, AND AT LEAST 5 MONTHS BEFORE THE MIDDLE OF THE 7 YEARS, BUT PROBABLY EARLIER THAN THAT TO ALLOW TIME FOR THE 2ND WOE.

Revelation 9:12 “ One woe is past; [and], behold, there come two woes more hereafter. “

The next woe will not occur until the first one is finished.  The Greek literally says one has passed away and two more woes come after these things.  Is verse 12 a continuation of the voice of the angel (eagle) that was sounding in the orbit around the Earth before?
Revelation 9:12 (NKJV) “ One woe is past. Behold, still two more woes are coming after these things. “
The inhabitants will see a volcanic eruption putting a cloud of smoke that will cover the sky, and at the same time a mysterious ailment will afflict all who do not belong to God (those not sealed).  The disease will be to the point that they will desire to die because of the tormenting stinging.  However, it will not be a natural disease.  Men might actually connect the eruption with the disease, but the cause is spiritual and supernatural in origin.
Many will not die, and these demonic locusts in fact do not cause death.  It will probably drive researchers mad trying to find what is causing this terrible ordeal.  Remember, this follows cosmic strikes on the Earth and a thermonuclear war and a volcanic eruption.

It will probably be thought that some unknown radiation or a plague from the eruptions (which will be true in a manner of speaking) have struck humanity.  But the real problem will be these fallen angelic beings tormenting men like scorpions.  John saw what they truly were, and saw their angelic king.  

It is highly unlikely that many will understand that this is caused by spiritual beings.  
In fact, this is hard for many “religious” theologians to understand.  Why is it when we run into something that is supernatural and being our understanding that we tend to try and explain it away as something else?  There is something basically dishonest about that.  
Yes, they had a king... a king over the bottomless pit... no human king, or Arab ruler as some have suggested.  These are spiritual beings that will torment and not kill... and have stingers like scorpions.  You can try and spiritualize that into something natural and human if you wish to, but it is not an honest interpretations of God’s word.

In our “timeline”, we are closing with the middle of the 70th week, or the 3 ½ year mark.  We aren’t there yet, and much has already happened... but we are approaching the middle of the 7 years.
[image: image26.wmf]
THE SIXTH TRUMPET

The 2nd Woe

200,000,000 Chinese Cavalry start their westward destruction
Revelation 9:13-14 “ 13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, 
14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates. 

The voice probably belongs to the Lord Himself since it came from the midst of the golden altar since the voice comes from the altar itself.  The 
These four angels are being held under that river.  It is likely that this is an opening to the bottomless pit (abyss) here under the Euphrates, and that they are released here because of their destiny which is connected to it. They might be fallen angels bound to that river for some past sin there, and their future destiny is definitely connected to the Euphrates.  The Euphrates is the main river which flows through modern day Iran, Iraq, and Kuwait.

The drawing power of them to pull them eventually into the “holy land” is the point here.  They are bound angels, so they are not of those who are still holy.  Remember that in the Sinai Desert, the Scapegoat was sent to Samael in the desert.  There must have been a portal to the abyss there.  That was West of Israel, and this is East.  There must be a place somewhere under the Euphrates that has a portal for these particular beings. They have been waiting for this time.
These fallen angels’ influence will be felt throughout all of the Euphrates which covers most of the Middle East, as they pull this huge army from the Far East westward to an eventual date at Armageddon.  However, they start their westward march in the first half of the 7-year Tribulation.
Revelation 9:15 And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.” 

These four angels have a destiny and have been waiting for this point in history.  They will be active in leading this army and inspiring carnage until the end at the Day of the Lord when this army is one of those which are destroyed by Christ.  But until that Day of the Lord, this Eastern Army is unstoppable.
1/3 of the humanity that has survived the 1/3 of the earth consume with fire under the first Trumpet, and the 1/4 of the Earth in World War from the first 4 Seals, and all the other plagues including cosmic disasters and giant tsunamis will now be slaughtered in a war that will stretch from this eastern land’s borders westward as they make their way west to challenge the European Army and the Antichrist.  It has been estimated that close to half of humanity’s numbers is dead by now.
1/3 of humanity will be killed by this army.  They are terrible and truly a woe upon the Earth.

They have been preparing for this time.  They have planned this for a very long time., and their history probably includes something from this area perhaps before Noah’s Flood  The Euphrates actually flowed through the Garden of Eden in the beginning of man’s history, and much history has been made around it.  Joel’s reference to this army uses the Garden of Eden as an example.  It says that the land in front of them is as the Garden of Eden, and it is a scorched ruin after they have passed over.
NOTE:  The connection to the Euphrates will be seen in Revelation 16 as these 4 fallen angels pull these forces from the Far East westward over the dried up river.  Only in very recent history has the Euphrates dried up.  Also, there are a number of man-made engineering projects that now are capable of drying up the Euphrates.

Revelation 9:16 And the number of the army of the horsemen [were] two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them. “

GREEK OF REVELATION 9:16-19 “ and the Number of the Bodies of Soldiers of the Cavalry Was Two Myriads of Myriads; I Heard the Number of Them.  And Thus I Saw the Horses in the Vision and the Ones Sitting on Them, Having Breastplates Fire-colored and Dusky Red and Sulphurous; and the Heads of the Horses as Heads of Lions, and out of the Mouths of Them Proceeds Fire and Smoke and Sulphur.  From the These Three Plagues Were Killed the Third Part of Men by the Fire and the Smoke and the Sulphur Proceeding out of the Mouths of Them.  For the Authority of the Horses Is in the Mouth of Them and in the Tails of Them; for the Tails of Them Are like to Serpents Having Heads and with Them They Do Harm. “
They lead 2 myriads of myriads or 200,000,000 soldiers from the east and will slowly pull them to the Euphrates.  The text makes it clear that it is speaking of soldiers and cavalry.  A myriad is 10,000.  2 myriads of myriads is 2 X 10,000 X 10,000 = 200,000,000. 
4 very powerful angels will dominate the actions of an army of 200,000,000 men consisting primarily of “cavalry” units.  There is only one nation that boasts a standing army of 200 million in number.  It is a shout prophetically at what group this is that God declared nearly 2 thousand years before they had an army of this number.

Whereas the creatures out of the bottomless pit had to be spirits or fallen angels and could not be made into a natural thing that John saw, that is not the case here.  Although spiritually led by 4 fallen angels, this is a great human army and the cavalry described is of a modern sort.
I am not a Greek scholar, only a student, but it is obvious what this is saying.  It is speaking of 4 fallen angels gathering a human army of soldiers of 200 million in cavalry units to kill 1/3 of humanity.
It is a specific number that John hears.  This is an army (cavalry actually in the Greek) of 200,000,000 soldiers.  That is a huge army.  There is only one country who has ever had the ability to raise an army this size, and it exists today.  It is the People’s Republic of China.  And they are from the East of the Euphrates.
China maintains a peacetime army of 2.3 million.  But it boasts that it can raise an army 100 times that in a war.  They are preparing to go to war right now.  They have become the dominant financial power of the world, and that is something to consider.  When you also consider the sheer investment that they have made in the United States, and that it is going to go to total rubbish for them when the USA is destroyed by the world war (nuclear) that just finished, one might begin to see the reason in its rising up and conquering nations around it.

Napoleon once described China as a sleeping giant, and commented that "when it awakens the world will tremble."

One of the other major factors pushing China into being a threat even now is the need for oil.  Not only is that the candied bait that has brought the USA into such dangerous activities over the past decades, but now China is the #2 consumer (behind the USA) of oil.  Its need for oil increases 7.5% annually.   And when you consider that it has very few oil reserves itself, then it must look to foreign imports to continue its growth.  
China has been showing Sudan (one of the 3 countries taken by the Antichrist after falling in its world war with Russia) a lot of interest in recent years.  Sudan supplies around 7% of China’s oil imports currently.  They have gone to extraordinary measures in the past to protect their interests there.  They have invested $8 billion in joint explorations in the Sudan, and have built a 900 mile-long pipeline to the Red Sea for exporting oil.  When they built this pipeline, they deployed thousands of military personnel disguised as oil workers to see it done, while providing military arms to the Sudanese government (it has been involved in a 20 year civil war).  
They also opposed on the U.N. Security Council all sanctions against Sudan even though they were supplying terrorists and arms to Darfur in 2004, and U.N. Resolution 1564 was passed attempting to bring sanctions.  They promised to veto any sanctions against Sudan despite Sudanese terrorist activities.  They have invested military, money, and resources into Sudan in order to keep its oil.
What will happen when European interests suddenly close Sudan off to China?

Besides African oil interests, the Middle East and Israel not only looks good to Russia during this time, but also to China.  In fact, China has more invested there than in Sudan.
It is predicted that by 2015, 70% of China’s oil will be imported from the Middle East.  Right now, it is just a little under 60%.  They have invested in foreign oil in places such as Canada, Russia, Kazakhstan, Sudan, Venezuela, West Africa and others.  But the bear’s share of their imports currently come from the Middle East.  
As they modernize more and more and increase mechanization and power to their land, their need for oil is rising.  After the coming devastation of what could only be called WWIII, and the emergence of the European Union as a rival power from the destruction of the United States of America and the devastation of the Russian Federation, they will have to expand to survive as a power.  Plus, remember that the coming Antichrist will take those 3 Islamic leading countries (the 3 horns) by force, thus adding to his own oil supply.  China will have to conquer to compete.

Much of its oil is dependent upon Saudi Arabia.  Saudi Arabia will be the base our Air Force and Army moves from fueling the war from the United States in the former war.  What will happen to Saudi Arabia when the USA falls?  Will the Antichrist take his European forces and try and take the Saudis as well?  Will internal strife by that time between the Sunni and Shia forces cause even more chaos?  Will the emergence of the seeming Mahdi be the clarion call for the Shiites to try and take Saudi Arabia and other Sunni-based countries?  Will China be forced westward to secure its own oil reserves?
God looked ahead and spoke the literal number to John.  You see this army cross the dried Euphrates River in Revelation 16:12.  They are sent by the kings of the East (rising sun in Greek) to roll into Israel to the Battle of Armageddon with the other armies of the world.
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The number of the army actually in Greek says,  " the bodies of soldiers of the cavalry" : modern day cavalry units are highly mobile armed units of an army... TANKS AND HELICOPTERS PRIMARILY, which is what John actually describes.  
He describes horses that aren’t really horses.  These vehicles that he attempts to describe of the cavalry literally shoot out fire and smoke.  

They kill with a kind of fire and smoke.  We are talking about tactical modern weaponry.  Their tails are like snakes (probably either helicopter blades).  Cavalry units are helicopters and tanks.  He is describing modern weapons fire and the destruction that it brings to the land.
In the first woe, John described spiritual beings coming out of the Abyss.  The 5th Trumpet was about the release of spiritual beings that come out of a seeming volcanic eruption that will cause a torment for 5 months. 

But the Greek text makes it clear that this army of the 6th Trumpet is a natural army, and not demonic.  
It is led spiritually by four fallen angels, but it is a natural army and destroys many.  This army kills, and will kill many.   John is describing a modern army.  Actually, his description only makes sense in modern times.
Revelation 9:17-19 “ 17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses [were] as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued fire and smoke and brimstone. 
18 By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths. 
19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails [were] like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt. “

They were armored, and were yellow and red colored.  The yellow of desert fighting armor and the red attribute points to the red of the red stars of the People’s Republic of China on their tanks.

Description of a modern army from a pre-industrial man (JOHN):  
1. Breastplates of fire (red), Jacinth or a little darker than hyacinth (dark red... almost black), and sulfur (yellow) {some have likened the jacinth as a dark blue as the NIV, but primarily it is thought of as an almost orange dark red stone

2. Lion like heads that shoot fire and brimstone and smoke – gunfire - missile fire – chemical 
3. Tails like serpents (as helicopters tails) –modern cavalry
4. Colors of the Chinese army – their tanks and helicopters’ colors
5. Armored divisions
6. Kills by fire (normal warfare), smoke (chemical warfare), brimstone or sulfur (chemical)

7. Kills 1/3 of the Earth’s survivors – probably over ½ of population wiped out by this point 
They correspond to Joel's horsemen in Joel 2.  They burn all the ground that they cover causing a terror to fall on their prey.  They destroy and kill 1/3 of the men left alive on the Earth.  This will be a bloody time when the powers that are left are struggling for world domination.  They will be heavily armored and will destroy and burn all before them.  There has never been as massive of an army as this gathered at one time.
God is in the works however.  Although the destruction is led by these 4 fallen angels who are loosed for this hour and time, they are the army of the Lord that causes the alarm to be sounded in Zion.  The sound to SOLEMN ASSEMBLY will be sounded in Israel as these invaders come destroying as they go.  However, God will actually use them in judgment against the Antichrist’s army.  
A reading of the text in Joel will give you a better idea of the destructiveness of this huge cavalry.
Joel 2:1-11 (KJS) ” Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for [it is] nigh at hand; 2 A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: 
a great people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, [even] to the years of many generations. 
3 A fire devoureth before them; and behind them a flame burneth: the land [is] as the garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing shall escape them. 4 The appearance of them [is] as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall they run. 
5 Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as a strong people set in battle array. 
6 Before their face the people shall be much pained: all faces shall gather blackness. 7 They shall run like mighty men; they shall climb the wall like men of war; and they shall march every one on his ways, and they shall not break their ranks: 
8 Neither shall one thrust another; they shall walk every one in his path: and [when] they fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded. 9 They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief. 
10 The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining: 
11 And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp [is] very great: for [he is] strong that executeth his word: for the day of the LORD [is] great and very terrible; and who can abide it? “
Joel 2:7-11 (Concordant Literal Version) "7 As masters are they running. As mortals of war are they ascending a wall. And they are going, each man in his own ways, and their paths are not crossing.

8 And they are not jostling, each man his brother; they are going, each master in his file, and about the javelin they are falling in; they are not clipping their ranks.

9 In the city are they prowling; on the wall are they running; into the houses are they ascending; through the windows are they entering, as a thief.

10 Before it the earth is disturbed; the heavens quake, the sun and the moon are somber, and the stars gather in their brightness.

11 And Yahweh gives forth His voice before His army, for exceedingly numerous is His camp, for staunch is the doer of His word. For great is the day of Yahweh and exceedingly fearful, and who shall endure it?"

They infiltrate each town and city by foot, while their machinery makes waste everything on the ground.  They leave a scorched Earth behind them.  Joel is seeing an interesting vision of masters of war that fly literally and can go up a wall and get behind defenses.  It is one of those time of the sun and moon darkened, so it is in the Tribulation that this speaks, and in fact is speaking of the Day of the Lord when it culminates in Israel.

Yahweh is in control of this army.  How can this be if this is an evil army?  In the same way that Nebuchadnezzar was used of God, and called God’s servant when Yahweh used him to bring judgment on Judah.  In the same way that these 4 bound angels under the Euphrates are used by God.  God will use evil to bring about good despite themselves.  They go along with it thinking to do evil, but in the end, God is bringing judgment to those who shall not repent.
They do not get in each other’s line of fire.  They seem to be moving in a way odd for Joel.  They go in their own way, and not the row by row warriors of old. Yet they do not get in each other’s way.  They fly over the summits of the mountains with the sound of many chariots.  What you see is mechanized unites and helicopters and jets flying over the mountains with a rushing sound.  Joel actually paints a very accurate picture of them.
On the Day of the Lord, the “voice of the Lord” might have more significance than we give it now.  Even though you see as the final judgment unclean spirits as frogs come out of the mouths of the Antichrist and False Prophet convincing the armies gathered, including this one of China’s, to oppose the Lamb of God as He returns, you still see that God is leading them to their own destruction.  But that is at the Day of the Lord.
For now, toward the middle but still in the first half of the Tribulation, the 4 angels are leading China in a westward move into the Far and then Middle East.  Many shall die.
NOTE: None of the people afflicted with the woes repents for their iniquities on the earth.
This will be one of the strongest armies ever assembled.  They will do terrible things.  They will be a dreaded people, and when they come it will cause great despair.  They will be mightily armored.  They will enter in and not be withstood.  They will take country after country on their march westward.  They will not reach Israel until the Day of the Lord or the 7th Vial Judgment at the end of the Tribulation.
They will blacken the ground (unlike the locusts of the 5th Trumpet).  Nothing good will be left behind them.  They will blacken the Earth everywhere that they conquer.  They will come in an organized manner and no one will be able to withstand them.
They will move swiftly with a sound like chariots riding on the mountain tops.  Now, that is interesting wording and pretty difficult if it were literal, but the army moving sounds loud like chariots, but are up high on the mountain tops.  It is describing air power, in particular attack helicopters.
Their march will conclude at the Day of the Lord.  This is a woe that will begin just before the middle of the Tribulation and continue for the next 3 ½ years until the Day of the Lord.

Revelation 9:20-21 “ 20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: 
21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts. “
The sins that people are committing are the most terrible iniquities, but there is not repentance now.  It is a different kind of people that this is happening to than you see in Revelation 6 with the 6th Seal.  They get worse and worse from here on out.  Soon, most will be taking the Mark of the Beast which will make them instant reprobates and haters of God without a chance for future repentance.
They don’t repent, and there is a long list of what mankind is into at this point, but there is no sorrow for sin through any of this that comes.  In fact, the terrible things that occur seem to make mankind’s heart harder toward God.
Note that this begins before the middle of the Great Tribulation, but will continue to the end.  In this time period, people will grow harder and harder, although you can see from the wording that God is trying to lead people to repentance.  God is trying to use these not just to punish, but to lead men to repentance.   But it says that they repented not.  In fact, iniquity shall abound more and more unchecked.  But it will be punished.

This sort of judgment can be for our good if we repent and turn to God, or to our destruction if we rebel.  The people from about the middle on choose rebellion.  Note that there are those who are saved in this time, but most that you see God pouring judgment on in the following plagues are not interested in repentance or turning to Jesus Christ.
the Iniquities that they do not repent of:
1. The Works of their hands (which are evil)
2. Worshiping demons (which will steadily increase)
3. False religion and idolatry - gold, silver, brass, and stone, and wood.

4. Murders (great martyrdom going on, plus violence will fill the earth as in the days of Noah).

5. Sorceries (pharmakeia) - both drug abuse and witchcraft (you can put New Age/Paganism there)

6. Fornication or sexual immorality including sex outside of marriage, homosexuality, pornography, but taking into context Babylon the Great Harlot - it can be spiritual fornication with the Antichrist’s False Religion

7. Thefts - this is interesting
REVELATION CHAPTER 10

THE 7 THUNDERS

Introduction:   The 7 thunders occur with the 7th Trumpet and occur around the middle of the 7 years at the same time of the 7th Trumpet or Abomination of Desolation.  This is a great mystery that is never really explained to us.  But it is traumatic to the Earth, and it will affect the continents and the oceans between. 
THE MIGHTY MESSENGER OF THE 7 THUNDERS IS THE LORD JESUS CHRIST:
Revelation 10:1 “ And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow [was] upon his head, and his face [was] as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: “
Taking from the 1994 Study by James Coldiron : 
THE MIGHTY ANGEL:  WHO IS HE?

1. Clothed with a cloud.


2. Has a halo around His head.

3. Face is as the sun.



4. Feet as pillars of fire.

5. Has the little SCROLL, the same one that Jesus is breaking the seals of as this unfolds.

6. He speaks as a roaring lion it is so loud.

THE ONLY WHO ONE IS WORTHY TO TAKE THE BOOK IS JESUS CHRIST, THE LAMB AND LION OF GOD.
Note that this also matches the description of Revelation 1 of Jesus in His glorified state!  He is called an angel once again because he is acting as a messenger of God.  He makes a proclamation.  Many believe that many appearances of the 'Angel of the Lord' was actually appearances of Jesus in the old testament.

Matthew 17:2 “ And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. “

Revelation 1:16 “ And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance [was] as the sun shineth in his strength. “

Revelation 14:14-15  “ 14 And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud [one] sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. 15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. “
The 7 Trumpets started when the last Seal was broken.  The 7 Thunders happen and understanding comes when John “eats” the scroll.  The 7th or last Trumpet probably coincides as that one is left to occur with these 7 thunders.
They are a series of 7 events that will happen very close together to bring the Antichrist into the position that he will have in the 7th Trumpet.  These 7 things are clouded in mystery, but they will occur very quickly.

Revelation 10:2 “ And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and [his] left [foot] on the earth, “
Jesus Christ is the one who was worthy to take the scroll (little book) and open the seals.  And now He brings this scroll to John.  This is the same little scroll that had the seals.  
This is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah who has prevailed to take the book and open the seals thereof.  The scroll is still in Jesus’ hand.

His right foot is on the sea, and his left foot is on the Earth.  This means that He both has authority over both and that what He is about to utter will affect both.  THE SEVEN THUNDERS ARE A WORLD-WIDE SET OF EVENTS THAT WILL AFFECT BOTH LAND AND OCEAN.
Some have put in their songs that this is the angel Gabriel, which shows a shallow understanding of the prophecy.  This is not Gabriel, or just any “angelic being”.  This is the most important messenger of Angel of the Lord.  This is the person of the Son of God Himself, Jesus Christ.

Note that the book is opened, and all of the seals have been broken and there is nothing to hold back what will come with the completed prophecy.  Jesus Christ made the way for mankind to escape the judgment of God and know grace, but here He is the messenger of the judgment of God to those who have rejected Him.  The open scroll or book is a testimony of the price that must be paid in judgment for rejecting God’s Son.

Revelation 10:3 “ And cried with a loud voice, as [when] a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices. “
The voice of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah sounds with power as a lion roar.  Notice that although John recognized his old master from the days before Jesus’ glorification, the description of Jesus is that of the Son of God and not the son of man.  
The 7 Thunders themselves each seem to have their own individual voices.  These are thunderously loud voices, and something occurs during these sounds that brings things into play for the last judgments to come to Planet Earth.
The Roar of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah:  Joel 3:16 “ The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD [will be] the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel. “

Amos 1:2 “ And he said, The LORD will roar from Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top of Carmel shall wither. “

Hosea 11:10 (KJS) They shall walk after the LORD: he shall roar like a lion: when he shall roar, then the children shall tremble from the west. 

Isaiah 42:13 “ The LORD shall go forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy like a man of war: he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall prevail against his enemies. “
The 7 Thunders is a mystery to us that is not revealed, but they set up what you see happening in the simultaneous 7th Trumpet of the Antichrist bringing the Abomination of Desolation and setting up his monetary system and the Mark of the Beast and the new false religion that actually worships Satan (the Red Dragon).
The 7 Thunders will occur closely together around the middle, but they are (whatever they might be) a part of that voice or sound of the 7th Trumpeting Angel.  The 7 Thunders are a part of the 7th Trumpet.
Revelation 10:4 “ And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not. “
We will not ever know what these events are and what the 7 voices of the Thunders say until it actually happens.  The only human to ever hear it up to that time will have been the Apostle John.  John is privileged to be the only one who ever witnessed this before the time.

They utter their voices.  John is forbidden to share with us the revelation of these 7 mysteries.  There is not much need to speculate why here, for we simply have no way of knowing what they are.  They are connected to the 7th Trumpet and is associated in bringing that to pass, but what they are is a complete mystery outside that they affect the land and sea.

Those things which will come at the middle are sealed.  They are sealed until the time that they will be uttered.  
Revelation 10:5 “ And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven,“
These judgments will affect both sea and land.  Jesus Christ lifts up his hand to Heaven to make an oath to Heavenly Father.  The words of Jesus is true and shall come to pass.  Matthew 24:35 “ Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. “
Revelation 10:6 “ And sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be time no longer: “

Revelation 10:6 (NASB) “ and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, WHO CREATED HEAVEN AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND THE EARTH AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND THE SEA AND THE THINGS IN IT, that there will be delay no longer, “
Revelation 10:6 (CLV) “ and swears by Him Who is living for the eons of the eons, Who creates heaven and that which is in it, and the earth and that which is in it, and the sea and that which is in it, that there will be no longer a time of delay, “
Remember that the restraining force of the church has been taken out of the way.  The church no longer restrains evil and the spirit of antichrist so that the Antichrist can rise.  However, he has been kept from fully revealing his plans and the Mark of the Beast until now.  Now, there is no more delay.  It is as if some things have been done to help those who would turn to Jesus and be “saved” were allowed, but now time has run out.  From this time on, pure judgment will come like a runaway locomotive.  

We know from the next verse (Revelation 10:7), that these thunders occur with the 7th Trumpet.  The proclamation that the WRATH OF GOD is being poured out is made to those who are destroying the Earth.  Revelation 11:15-18 “ 15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become [the kingdoms] of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. 16 And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, 17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. “
So, there will be no more delay in the Wrath of God.  Also, you will see a shift from mostly man-involved terrors such as war and nuclear war and martyrdom, to more natural disasters being poured out by God.  Either way, God is in control bringing judgment.

It will bring destruction upon the destroyers.

This age will be drawing to a close, but the actual meaning is that there will be no more delays in bringing these things to a close.  IT DOES NOT MEAN THAT TIME WILL STOP, SINCE THAT IS A DIMENSION OF SPACE IN OUR UNIVERSE.  It will take 3 ½ years, but they will occur one devastation after another bringing this Earth to the place of cleansing and restoration after fire.

Revelation 10:7 “ But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets. “
In the days of the voice of that 7th Trumpeting angel (in the middle of the Tribulation), the mystery of God will be finished or come to pass.  He is already dispatched but not finished his work yet.  The prophets of old prophesied of these days leading to the Day of the Lord and the end of this age.  You are approaching the Day of the Lord.
The Prophets Daniel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Amos, Zephaniah, others all looked to this time and now it is unfolding in reality.  The word finished or accomplished (or realized as Weymouth’s translates) is used here.  This process that started so many years ago will be finalized here.  We are seeing the beginning of the actual end of the Age of the Gentiles.
GREEK OF REVELATION 10:7 “ But in the days of the noise {voice} of the seventh angel, whenever he is about to trumpet, even may be ended the mystery of God as He preached to the of Himself slaves the prophets.”
The word voice here means not only a voice, but a tone or sound made.  It is referring to the sounding of the 7th Trumpet.  When the Trumpet is sounded, these 7 Thunders will hallmark 7 events that will bring the 3rd Woe to pass.  
Revelation 10:7 “ (NIV) But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants the prophets." 
In the days when he is about to sound his trumpet, and as he first sounds it... that is when he goes forth and the 7th Trumpet begins to sound... along with that sound will be heard the 7 Thunders.  And these series of events will open the door for the Antichrist to take over in Jerusalem.

Quick “Speculation” on what some of those Thunders might concern:
· Putting a permanent European Peace Keeping Force into Jerusalem and bringing a deadly false peace

· Finding a way to cause the Jews and the Muslims to be able to have their worship shrines within visual distance of each other such as placing a wall between them on Mt. Moriah.  Ezekiel 43:7-8 “ 7 And he said unto me, Son of man, the place of my throne, and the place of the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the children of Israel for ever, and my holy name, shall the house of Israel no more defile, [neither] they, nor their kings, by their whoredom, nor by the carcases of their kings in their high places. 8 In their setting of their threshold by my thresholds, and their post by my posts, and the wall between me and them, they have even defiled my holy name by their abominations that they have committed: wherefore I have consumed them in mine anger. “
· Rebuilding an international exchange based on a cashless credit system after America and their financial power is destroyed putting the European Union financially in control of the world.

· Getting the computer network that will connect everybody in place.

· The signs and wonders that will fool all who can be fooled into accepting this man as god and incorporating (with the U.N.’s help no doubt) all religions into one... with him as the head blasphemy.

· Getting his 10 kings or national leaders ready to assume more power and put him in charge of an Empire beyond that of Europe (the 8th Kingdom... as he is like Alexander).

· Signs and wonders in the heavens and influence of the False Prophet bringing delusion.
Revelation 10:8 “ And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go [and] take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth. “
No doubt, this is the voice of God the Father (Yahweh) speaking to John.  He gives John the command to take this mighty “little” scroll that has brought the judgment of God to pass so vividly from the hand of Jesus Christ which is still at this point standing on the sea and the Earth.

Now, this isn’t the parousia or the Second Coming.  Jesus has come to bring this judgment upon the earth and sea to pass so that the events of the last 3 ½ years may be accomplished.  
Revelation 10:9 “ And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take [it], and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. “
Jesus Christ gives John even more instructions.  He told John to take the book and eat it up.   John took it all and consumed the knowledge of what was going to happen.  Do you realize that John the Revelator is the only one who ever got it all?  

The revelation of the thing will be sweet in his mouth like honey.  There is joy in knowing the mystery of God fully.  But then the weight of the terror of what is about to happen will be bitter digesting.  When the realization of what is going to really happen sinks in, it will bring a kind of sickening dread.

Revelation 10:10 “ And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter. “
This is similar to the experience that Ezekiel had when the Lord told him to eat up the small scroll holding the woes and judgments upon the house of Judah as they are being brought into the Babylonian Captivity.  It was sweet in his mouth, but it had a bitter understanding of woe.  Ezekiel 2:8-3:6 
I wonder if we find an analogy to John’s situation here... where the people that should listen have become rebellious and refused to partake of this revelation.  A case can be made for this point.

Revelation 10:11 “ And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings. “
John was an old man at this time and ready to die actually.  Do you know how that this prophecy given to John could come to pass?  It is right now actually as we are studying this text that he wrote.  The book of Revelation is a powerful teaching and prophecy that John has shared with us that is in this End Times, more powerful and meaningful than others.  It is given through the Bible to many peoples and nations and languages and Kings and countries.
Before we go into Revelation 11-13, we need to refer back to Daniel 2, 7-8 for background information about the Rebuilt Temple, and the Antichrist, and the kingdoms that lead to him.  Daniel speaks more of the Antichrist and his features than any other writer.
In Daniel 2, Nebuchadnezzar has his prophetic dream, and only Daniel can remind him of the images and then interpret the meaning.  The meaning is for the Last Days and about the Kingdoms that arise from Nebchadnezzar’s days until the Last one that persecutes and dominates the land of Israel.   It is the story of great rises and falls of empires and the last Kingdom that will be an everlasting Kingdom of God.

DANIEL 2

Daniel 2:1-28: Background and the dream - Daniel 2:29: the interpretation of the dream.
[image: image28.wmf]
Daniel 2:29-30 “29 As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came [into thy mind] upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter: and he that revealeth secrets maketh known to thee what shall come to pass. 30 But as for me, this secret is not revealed to me for [any] wisdom that I have more than any living, but for [their] sakes that shall make known the interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart “
King Nebuchadnezzar had called for his wise men to not only give him the interpretation of this spiritual dream that frightened him, but also the dream itself.  The wise men and magicians feared for their lives and Daniel came to the rescue.

These prophecies are for what shall come to pass “hereafter”.  It is a future prophecy for long after Daniel’s time.  This is a prophecy that would stretch from Nebuchadnezzar’s time until the Last Days, with the end being in those times.

Daniel 2:31-36 “ 31 Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness [was] excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof [was] terrible. 32 This image's head [was] of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, 33 His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 34 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet [that were] of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 36 This [is] the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. “

The image is really a timeline of kingdoms starting with this king and ending with the last of the human empires.
The Babylonian Empire is the golden kingdom and the greatest in its estate.  Each one will be inferior to the others in quality... silver, bronze, iron (strength, but of lesser value), clay and iron.  They will be of lesser quality (less glory), but mightier in strength.  BABYLON WAS THE GOLDEN PEAK AND EACH FOLLOWING EMPIRE WAS OF A LESSER QUALITY DESPITE ITS SIZE OR MILITARY DOMINANCE.
There is a connection to all of these kingdoms starting with Babylon and the same spirit of Babylon is carried through each empire until the last one at the feet.  This vision literally covers around 2500 years.
All these empires are held together by the same spirit that both opposes Israel, and is empowered by the Spirit of 

Antichrist.  THE POINT OF THIS KINDGOM STRUCTURE IS TO PUT THE ANTICHRIST INTO POWER AND HIS OWN EMPIRE IN THE LAST DAYS.  An empire is a political power base that controls many countries.  It is not just a country, but an empire rules over other countries.  And the empires that would rule over and to one degree or another persecute the land of Israel are in this statue that King Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream.

Nebuchadnezzar is the only gentile/heathen credited with contributing a major part of the Bible through this dream.  
The vision of this statue of empires parallels the prophetic visions of Daniel in Daniel 7 and 8 and the empires that God foretells will come then leading up until the coming Antichrist (Beast).

BABYLON IS THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE SPIRIT OF ANTICHRIST AT THE TOWER OF BABEL WHERE MANKIND FIRST REBELLED AGAINST YAHWEH AFTER NOAH’S FLOOD.  All major forms of witchcraft and sorcery trace back to the days of Nimrod and Babylon.  Astrology, which is the cement that holds all the forms of witchcraft together dates back to Babylon.  The building of false religions that thumb their nose at the true God goes back to the Tower of Babel.  The major forms of idolatry from Ishtar to Baal was born here in Babylon at this time.  BABYLON is more than just an ancient place in IRAQ.  It has become the birthplace of false idolatrous religion and witchcraft that opposes the True and Living God.

Today, that same spirit of Babylon is what has taken the world’s wealthiest people, and tied them together in the powers behind governments and powers which pull the strings and are leading to a New World Order where their coming leader will tie all the major religions together and control all the major blocks of nations together on the Altar of Babylon.  That is why in Revelation, Babylon is a whore that gives adulterous wine to the kings of the Earth through wealth, and will put the Beast or Antichrist into power.  
This statue is a visual representation of how that spirit of Antichrist moved through each empire, and how that the “ROCK” that came from God would destroy it utterly and establish the Kingdom of God upon Earth.

Now we look at Daniel’s interpretation of the dream:
Daniel 2:37-39 “ 37 Thou, O king, [art] a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. 38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou [art] this head of gold. 39 And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth.”

Babylonia and Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom is the gold head.  It stood as the most noble and great of all of the kingdoms that would follow.  There would not be an empire that would ever match the glory of Nebuchadnezzar’s.

He is not “the King of Kings”, but “a” king of kings.  He was the best human king of all of these that would follow.  Alexander would be a much greater military general and would swallow up more land, but he would not have the wisdom or grace of Nebuchadnezzar.  

God gave this heathen king his kingdom and power and strength and glory.  Each kingdom is inferior in quality to the kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar.  Some will be more powerful, but the quality or value of each following kingdom degrades until you arrive at the Last Days and the end of this evil spirit’s reign through human empires.
With each progressive empire, there is a hardening of strength, but a lessening of quality.

Although the city of “Babylon’s Power” that is destroyed in one hour in Revelation by fire is not the original Babylon in Iraq (for several reasons including the original is not a seaport of goods, and it is), the spirit of Babylon that puts the Antichrist into power and uses wealth to control the kings and governments of the world will have its center in the city that is destroyed then.  It is the spirit of Babylon that is in that city, and not the original Babylon at all.  

Will Iraq be involved in the Last Days?  Probably, especially since the coming Mahdi is supposed to set up his headquarters there.  But then again, it might be the center of that spirit of Babylon on Earth, which is more likely somewhere in Europe (more on that later).  But the Babylon in Revelation where the Harlot lives cannot be the original.  We see in this statue that it began in Babylon, Iraq, but moved on out with each empire.
The Medes-Persian Empire led by great kings such as Darius I and II, and Cyrus the Great would follow.  They are the breast and arms of silver.  The Persians would take the Crown Prince Belshazzar (Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson) and destroy the Babylonia and make it part of their Empire which was based in what is modern day Iran.  

They will be a powerful kingdom, but not have the glory of Babylon.  They would stand for many years as the world empire until Alexander rises up.  Bronze is a tougher metal, but worth less.
The third from Daniel’s day to rise up as a world empire will be the Grecian Empire under Alexander the Great (356-323 B.C.) .  Related scriptures to Alexander taking the Persians are found in Daniel 7:6 (leopard = Alexander the Great); 8:8 (broken horn = death of Alexander); Zechariah 9:1-8 (Alexander's conquest of Palestine).   Alexander the Great was probably the greatest general in all of recorded history.  He conquered more land than any other single leader up to his time.  His father was Philip of Macedonia from Greece.
The progression of these Empires through History:
Gold = Nebuchadnezzar and Babylonia

Silver = Medea/Persia Empire

Bronze = Alexander the Great and Grecian Empire

Iron = Roman Empire

Iron and Clay = Last Days Rome (European Union Nations) mixed with Middle Eastern Clay for New Kingdom 

Alexander’s Grecian Empire will be divided at his premature death between four of his generals (4 divisions in Daniel 8).  Greece is the belly and thighs of brass or bronze that is under the silver breast.
Daniel 2:40 “ And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all [things]: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise.“
This kingdom is inferior to the golden one of Babylon, but it shall be more ruthless, and militarily be very strong for it is made of iron.  That iron will break all others in its time.  

Daniel 7:7 “ After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it [was] diverse from all the beasts that [were] before it; and it had ten horns.”
Rome was a very cruel empire that ruled and enslaved all others.  Its influence much surpassed that of the previous empires, but once again lacked the splendor and glory of the previous ones. 
Rome was that iron legs that will be referenced in chapter 7 as the terrible beast with iron teeth.
This is the empire that ruled Judea when Jesus walked the Earth.  This is the empire that authorized the crucifixion of Jesus Christ although Pilate declared Him without guilt.  This iron legs that Nebuchadnezzar saw was a vicious and cruel empire.
Rome fell in the 5th century, but another form of iron will be the last kingdom before the end that will blend the iron of Europe and the clay.  The 10 Toes are the Last Days Empire that will be the final one for God will destroy this Spirit of Babylon once and for all and set up the Kingdom of God.  
Daniel 2:41-43 “ 41 And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. 42 And [as] the toes of the feet [were] part of iron, and part of clay, [so] the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. 43 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.
There is a separation from the legs and the feet.  The feet are mixed with clay and iron.  The iron shows that it is still Rome, although Rome fell and was plundered in A.D. 455, and had its last Emperor in A.D. 476.  It (as Revelation predicts as having the head wounded unto death that lived again) has arisen in our generation, and in the Tribulation will take on 3 Middle Eastern Islamic Oil Countries and be the last empire of “toes” mixed with iron (Europe) and clay (oil-producing Middle Eastern and African Desert).  The clay is weak, and there will be a major weakness in this new Empire which will give the Antichrist power to be an emperor over 10 nations in 1 hour.    
We know from Daniel 9:27 that he is a Roman or European from New Roman Empire, or the European Union.  The 10 kings will not all be European, for there is a mixture of clay and iron.  Iran, Sudan (possibly with Ethiopia), and Libya will be the 3 countries that will be overtaken by the Antichrist after Russia is run back to their borders.
The iron legs of the Roman Empire ended in the 5th Century, but the Roman empire will be the last one standing before Jesus comes again.  
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The European Union (United States of Europe) is that Roman Empire risen from the dead, and they will put the Antichrist into power.  He is a European leader.  Rome has risen from the dead in our generation.  It started with the original 10 countries of the European Common Market, and they have grown to “27” member states as of this writing (there were 15 the first time that I put this study together), and many more have asked to be included. 

He will be an official of the E.U., but will during the Tribulation break off with 10 nations (possibly 11 with his home nation) to create a new Empire of his own. 
He is out of Europe from one of the countries of the old Roman Empire.  In alphabetical order, the current member states are:  Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Ireland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom.  

He will be instrumental in pushing Russia and the Islamic nations out of Israel and be connected into the European Union.  But by the middle of the Tribulation, there are 10 nations (possibly 11) that will make him an emperor of their 10 (or 11) nations and create a new Empire (an 8th Kingdom in Revelation).  3 of these will be the 3 Middle Eastern and African nations that are taken by force.  The other 7 (or 8) will be a nation that was once a nation of the Old Roman Empire (Europe).  There are actually 2 maps that Daniel 7 and 8 gives us historically that we can interpose upon each other to see where he might arise from.
Three of these nations he will take violently (Iran, Libya, and the Sudan – with possibly Ethiopia with them), but the seven European nations will be completely behind him.  In fact, it sounds like each will get a new leader themselves and together they all take power.
He will go from being a President or Prime Minister, or something similar
to becoming an Emperor over these nations.
There is weakness in this structure.  The clay does not mix with the iron.  THE CLAY  NATIONS ARE THE AFRICAN AND MIDDLE EASTERN OIL COUNTRIES TAKEN BY FORCE WHO WERE THE AGRESSORS AGAINST ISRAEL IN THE FORMER WORLD WAR WITH RUSSIA.  They are clay (oil-producing), and are taken more for their resources than any other reason.  This will put Islam in an interesting power position in this new empire.  They will not mix well because iron and clay are not a strong blending.
Daniel 2:44-45 “ 44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, [but] it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream [is] certain, and the interpretation thereof sure. “
Upon this “ROCK”, I will build my church, said Jesus in Matthew 16.  Paul repeatedly referred to Jesus Christ as that “rock”, and even the rock that gave the Children of Israel water in the wilderness.  He is the “rock of ages”, and The Eternal Word (who became flesh as Jesus Christ) is that rock that was cut out of the Mountain (God the Father) without hands and broke this Earthly Power that has moved through empire after empire to pieces.
The kingdom that will be set up is set up by the Messiah the Prince (Jesus Christ) when He comes back to this earth to reign for 1,000 years is an everlasting kingdom.  This will be the kingdom that will destroy these other powers.  He shall consume all of these others and He shall rule from Jerusalem.  The spirit of Babylon that Satan has used to try and undermine the plan of God and persecute the people of God will be destroyed completely.  

THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN MEN’S HEARTS:  Romans 14:17 “ For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. “
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN ESTABLISHED ON EARTH:  1 Corinthians 15:23-27 “ 23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. 24 Then [cometh] the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy [that] shall be destroyed [is] death. 27 For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under [him, it is] manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. 28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all. “
Daniel Chapter 7

This chapter is written in Aramaic (Chaldean)

Daniel 7:1-2  “ 1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, [and] told the sum of the matters. 2 Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea. “
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This chapter is written in Aramaic or ancient Chaldean, the language of the Babylonians.  This is near the end of Daniel’s days on Earth, and although the majority of the book of Daniel is written in Hebrew, there is a certain amount that he wrote in the Aramaic language which is the language that someone in his position would use daily.

Also, the name of Belshazzar was used, who was the Crown Prince and ruled as king in his father’s stead. 
This was in the first year of Belshazzar (Josephus said that he ruled 17 years until the Persians overcame them).    Belshazzar was not on the original Rolls of the Kings, but his name was found in recent years as the name of the ruling Crown Prince, who ruled in his father’s place for 17 years.  His father was more interested in religious matters.
According to John Gill:  Josephus (already noted) and the canon of Ptolemy all speak of the 17 year reign of Belshazzar.  This vision came the first year of Belshazzar, so that would be roughly 555 to 556 B.C. with the fall of Babylonia to the Persians in 539 B.C.
Here Daniel ends his historical writings and goes into the visions and dreams that God had given him.  This is prophetic literature that spans Daniel’s time to ours.  
Jeremiah 25:32 – Winds are judgments - Jeremiah 25:32 “ Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth. “
This is a “night vision”, and is one of the ways that God speaks to his people, and in particular prophets.   
Acts 2:17 “ And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:“
So Daniel had night visions upon his bed.  Then he wrote down the dream, and then prophetically expounded upon its meaning and that is what you have here.  This vision will be 2 years before Chapter 8's vision.  The vision of Chapter 8 will continue on and give further understanding to this one.  

Daniel 7:3 “ And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another. “

Now we interpret prophecy literally unless it becomes obvious that we are using symbolic language, and then if you will look you will find the meaning to the symbols in scriptures.  The winds represents the forces or spirits of the powers that be.

And in Daniel and revelation, anytime that you see something coming out of the sea you will find that it is a sea of humanity in the same way that the flood in Daniel 9:26 was a flood of people dispersing across the face of the earth.  So, this great sea is a sea of humanity and you will find that these beasts represent kingdoms that will rise up out of humanity.

We are told that these are kingdoms, and each is different from one another and rise up one after the other in the former one’s place.  They will have different personalities and do different things and have different strengths.  There are four of these “Great Beasts” or Empires that he sees rise up out of the sea of humanity. 
Each empire is “different” from the other.  Not only do we know from Daniel 2 that each empire is inferior in quality to the previous one, but here they are said to all be different from each other in general.
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The Nebuchadnezzar Image will guide us in understanding the following visions of these great empires that will rise and lead to the end of the Age.

Daniel 7:4 “ The first [was] like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it.  “
The lion was a symbol of Assyria (the empire just before the Babylonian in the same land), and the winged lion was the standard symbol for Babylon.  This engraving was found on one of the walls of Babylon.  You can see the wings at the side of the lion.  Although this creature is usually thought of as a mythical creature, in reality it is similar to one of the cherubim which has the head of a lion and wings.  But this is different from that as it is a literal winged lion.  It is a further application from the older Assyrian Lion as a symbol for the nation.  The winged lion is similar to the mythical griffin or gryphon.  But Daniel saw this as a representation of the government that held him at the time that he had the dream and no doubt understood who it meant.

The lion was made to stand upon the feet as a man and a man’s heart was given to it.  Daniel is shown that this beast is a representative of a leader whose heart was at the center of the empire.  It was a man who ruled the nation that is represented by the winged lion.  This could represent Nebuchadnezzar’s heritage as seen in Belshazzar or in Belshazzar himself who had inherited the kingdom.  The glory of Babylon was a direct result of the leadership of King Nebuchadnezzar.
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Keep these beasts in mind, because Babylon was actually the 3rd world empire to oppress Israel.  In Revelation, it is the 3rd head on the Beast.  But it is the first mentioned to Daniel in Daniel 2 to Nebuchadnezzar since it was his kingdom at the time.  There will still be 17 more years of Babylonian Rule, so the Winged Lion is the first Beast seen here in Daniel 7.

If you consider all of the “empires” that were a persecution to the land of Israel which will be shown by a different head in Revelation, then you begin with (1) Egypt, (2) the Assyrian Empire (3) Babylonia, (4) Persia-Medes, (5) Greek, (6) Rome (wound unto death), (7) European Union (Rome which recovered), (8) the 8th which is the Antichrist’s at the end. 
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Daniel 7:5 “And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and [it had] three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh. 

The Empire to overtake Babylon was the Persians.  Cyrus the Great overcame the Medes.  The Medes and the Persians come from what is modern day Iran.  Great leaders like Cyrus the Great and Darius I and Darius II rose up.  

Another beast or empire arose upon the ruins of Babylon.  It, like the bear, was less generous and strong than the lion which describes the Babylonian people for they were more uncivilized.   But they were a “strong like a bear.” This is the silver breast of Daniel 2.  The bear is hungry and dangerous however, and Persia was the same way as it raised up and went upon its side to take Babylon.
As a bear, Persia was powerful and could be vicious.  It was fierce when it fought its neighbors, and it ate much (consumed neighboring lands), and had great power.  However, it lacked some of the quality of Babylon.  It was the difference between silver and gold.
It raised up on one side, which either means that it rose up on one side of it’s borders and overtook Babylon, or in the context to these being leaders of their Empires that one leader rose up above the others to take land.  If so, then the leader would be Cyrus the Great.
To devour meat when you understand that this is a country means to take land and conquer.  And Babylon would have been one of the ribs of meat that he was eating.  The countries of Lydia (ancient Turkey) and Egypt were also oppressed along with Babylonia and are the obvious 3 ribs that are being devoured.  Belshazzar would fall to these enemies 17 years after Daniel’s dream here.

Daniel 7:6 “ After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it. “
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Leopard = GREECE
The next kingdom to oppress Israel and rise up would be the Grecian kingdom under Alexander the Great.  This one is seen “after” he sees the former one.  Greece would rise up after Persia.  He would be described as a leopard from the great speed and power that he would overtake his enemies.  Persia fell before him.
He was given dominion.  Alexander had quite a kingdom and acquired it at a very young age.  The symbol of the leopard would be used again for the Antichrist in Revelation 13.  This would show the connection in the lives of these 2 men.  
Alexander conquered much of the world in a short time.  He was the greatest general that has ever lived.  He was a natural leader that people followed.  And he was very young when he did this.  Plus he would die at a young age.

The leopard is fast and deadly.  He moves with almost unbelievable speed and power.  He is not the biggest cat, but he is one of the deadliest and fastest.  With thirty thousand men, Alexander could beat an army of six hundred thousand; and with this same handful of men subdue all of these kingdoms and nations in just a few years time.

The reason that you see 4 wings and 4 heads is that there will be 4 divisions in Alexander’s kingdom after his death.  The Antichrist will arise from one of these divisions we will see shortly.  These generals would help Alexander take that part of the world very quickly, and the speed and flight is shown by the wings.  There are four of them because there were four generals which divided the land four ways.

At the death of Alexander, they would split his Empire into 4 smaller kingdoms.  The 4 heads being the 4 generals that would become the smaller empires’ kings.  Wings are for speed in order to conquer, and the heads for the leadership after his death.

A leopard is a smaller beast than a lion or a bear and Alexander started small from a small Macedonian kingdom of his father’s.  But Alexander would rise to take the world.  It should be noted that each kingdom seemed to take more land but all were inferior to the previous one according to Daniel 2.  

One commentator believed that a leopard was used because of the inconsistency of Alexander.  He was full of virtues and vices together.  For every great good point, he had an equally great bad point against him and the spots would represent that.

The leopard is strong and fast and cruel which described Alexander.  Besides the 4 divisions from the 4 wings (and in Daniel 8 you see the four divisions ever more), you see the 4 wings showing a greater speed than that which Babylon had (they only had 2).

In six years, Alexander subdued part of Europe, all of Asia extending to India, and the middle East including Israel, Syria, and Egypt.  

A historical story:   Arimazes was the ruler of a citadel on a rock in Sogdiana, which everyone thought was impregnable.  Alexander sent a messenger calling for their surrender to his authority.  The ruler asked the messenger snidely, “if Alexander could fly?”

When the messenger reported this insult because that he didn’t have wings, Alexander vowed that the next night he would make him believe that Macedonians could fly.  They the next night found ways to get on top of the rock, and when the governor saw them coming, he declared that the Macedonian Soldiers truly had wings.
The four head represent the 4 quarters in which Alexander’s kingdom was divided at his death. There were 2 short-lived attempts to replace Alexander the Great as a single ruler of Greece.  One was the mentally handicapped Phillip III Arrhidaeus, which was the illegitimate half-brother of Alexander (Philip II’s son by a Thessalian dancer), and Alexander’s posthumas son by Roxana, Alexander IV of Macedon.  After his army refused to fight for Philip III, he tried to escape with his queen, Eurydice.  They were captured and Olympias (Alexander the Great’s mother) ordered them murdered.  They tried to hold the kingdom together with a regency (a regent ruling for the child Alexander the IV).  Once again, murders and games abounded for 13 years.
Cassander ordered the assassination of the 13 year old Alexander IV and his mother, the Princess Roxanna.  The kingdom was divided up into the four divisions after that and could not be held together.  There was an over-abundance of political games, seductions, and murders that there was no stability at its core.  The Diadochi (the Successors) were the generals and regents who would split the Grecian Empire into 4 divisions.  These are the 4 wings here of the Leopard (which was Alexander’s Kingdom).
The Diadochi

Regional Governors and regents who divided Alexander’s Grecian Empire

1. Seleucus Nicanor had Asia Major (the Great) which included Syria (Syria and Iraq) and Iran
2. Perdiccas (and afterward Antigonus with help from Antipater) had Asia Minor (the Less) [Turkey]
3. Cassander had Macedonia (what we think of as Greece and surrounding lands)

4. Ptolemeus had Egypt (to the south in Africa)

The 4 governors and regents became kings.  The one division of Asia Minor began with Perdiccas, but was overcome by political enemies Antipas (who was murdered) and Antigonus (who prevailed)
Daniel 8 speaks in greater detail on the Grecian Empire.  Daniel 7 begins with the Babylonians and moves through the Romans.  Daniel 8 begins with the Persians and moves through the Romans since it is given to Daniel at a later date than this one.  In Daniel 7, Babylon is still a power and Belshazzar has just begun to reign.  By the time you are to the 3rd year of Belshazzar, it might be more obvious that Babylon is going downhill.  If that the case or not, the prophecy begins with the coming invader’s kingdom (Persia) leading the list of coming kingdoms.
Daniel 7:7 “ After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it [was] diverse from all the beasts that [were] before it; and it had ten horns. “

“After this”, according to the text, Daniel saw a new horror.  After the “Grecian Empire”, Daniel sees a new beast that defies natural description.  It is a very unnatural beast that is terrible and fierce.
[image: image35.wmf]
This empire is more vicious and horrible than any of the others before it.  It was dreadful and terrible and it conquered as with iron teeth and broke others into pieces and made their kingdoms as residue after their destruction.  This shows a complete destruction and humiliation of their enemies.  This is taking into slavery and control all those that it opposes.
Terrible Beast - ROME
This kingdom is not after any natural beast, but some sort of preternatural beast that defies rational description.  Even though it is the weakest of the kingdoms in Nebuchadnezzar’s Vision of the Image of Nations, it is by far the most horrific and evil.  
It has in its nature a very unnatural element that shows not only terror, but evil.  IT IS A TERRIBLE BEAST.
This kingdom was different than any other before it.  And the Roman Empire was very different than any other before or after.  Rome enslaved the known world and brought Roman religion and politics into each conquered nation.

The fourth terrible beast is the Roman Empire

The Roman Republic lasted around 500 years until the year 27 B.C.  By then, they had already taken Palestine under it’s control.  The Roman Republic was an example of a nearly perfect Democratic Society.  But even in it’s Republic years, it was a vast Empire holding a wide variety of properties that spanned much of the world.  
But after 20 years of Civil War, the Roman Empire emerged in 27 B.C.  Through the kingdoms of both the Republic and the Empire that would stand from 27 B.C. to A.D. 476, the efficient destructiveness of their armies and firm government were felt throughout the known world.  It was a very corrupt and greedy empire.
It is described as a beast which has ten horns.  Remember the 10 Horns because it is important.  A later verse will explain this to mean 10 kings.  An empire will have one emperor in control of the empire and have puppet kings of each member nation underneath him.  These are 10 kings (and their respective countries) that are part of the beast which represents the Roman Empire.  And these countries are instrumental in putting this little horn in power as an emperor has power.

It had iron teeth, just as it is described as iron in Daniel 2 in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.  To Devour means to conquer land.  When any of these beasts go devouring, then they are eating up lands.  

Note also the fact that this is a two-fold prophecy, for it speaks of the Roman Empire which fell many years ago, and at the same time speaks of the coming European empire out of the Old Roman that will give power to the Antichrist which is a Last Days Prophecy for our time.  The reason being that this Roman Empire that seemed to die (had a wound unto death) is now alive again as the European Union in Revelation 13.  It is Rome reborn.
Daniel  7:8 “ I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn [were] eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things. “

This is the first clear description of the coming Antichrist.  He is another little horn from among the other 10 horns.  He will be the prince of the people who will come and destroy Jerusalem (see Daniel 9:24-27), so he will be of the Romans.  That little horn will arise out of the Roman beast.
Horns are a symbol of power and authority.  Kings are considered horns in these prophetic visions.  So, there are 10 horns that are part of the Roman Beast.  They and this little horn are part of this beast.  The Beast is Rome or today the European Union.  He is a Roman Prince.

These 10 horns are also the 10 toes of Daniel 2.  We know from Daniel 2, that some of them are of the iron of Rome, and some of them are from somewhere else... they are clay.  There is a separation in the nature of the 10 horns or toes... although there is a connection to this Roman Prince, and they will give him power as an Emperor.  
The 7 Heads of Revelation 13 (in describing the Antichrist and his receiving of world power from Satan (who is the true leader of this spirit of Antichrist) and the 7 Mountains are the same thing.  Each of the beasts seen in Daniel 7 and 8 are the same as these mountains of Revelation 17 or the heads of Revelation 12 and13.  They are empires.  And all of them are as that statue of Nebuchadnezzar.  

They all portray the same things:  a series of empires all held together and for one purpose – to usher in the coming Antichrist and give him world power.
Revelation 17:10-13 “ 10 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, [and] the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. 11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition. 12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 13 These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. “
1) 7 Empires - Egypt, Assyria, Babylonia, Persia, Greece, Rome, European Union
2) The one that is was Rome in John’s day

3) The one that is not yet come, but will continue a short space is the European Union (New Rome)

4) The eighth king or Emperor shall be the Antichrist... he is of the 7 and goes to the Lake of Fire

5) The 10 horns (10 toes in Daniel 2) are 10 Kings over 10 lands

6) They receive power in one hour with the Antichrist.

7) They give their power and strength to the Beast or Little Horn - he becomes an Emperor of an 8th Empire
8) In the middle of the Tribulation, an 8th Kingdom is born with the Beast as its ruler

Revelation 17:10-13 (Recovery Version) “ 10 And are 1seven kings: five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; and when he comes, he must remain only a short time. 11 And the beast who was and is not, he himself is also the eighth and is out of the seven and goes into perdition. 12 And the aten horns which you saw are ten kings, who have not yet received a bkingdom but receive authority as kings for cone hour with the beast. 13 These have one mind, and they give their power and authority to the beast.”

HE WILL TAKE THREE OF THE FIRST 10 KINGS VIOLENTLY AND PLUCK THEM BY THE ROOTS!  

The 3 nations that he plucks up are the 3 mentioned in Ezekiel 38 that will be with Russia in the world war that has just ended with a nuclear bang.  Russia is sent back behind its borders by the European Forces (as per the 7-year treaty between them and Israel), and the USA and other allied forces will be burned down by nuclear fire.

But the 3 Islamic countries mentioned, Iran, Libya, and Sudan (with possibly Ethiopia) are the 3 that are plucked up by the roots.  They are oil-producing countries that Europe will take by force.  The Antichrist will be in charge of this operation and will with the help of their control, literally take control of a new Empire of 7 European States and these 3 Islamic States that he took by force.

The text does not actually say that he is a man, just that he has the eyes of a man.  He will be recognized as a single man (but is he really human?).  The wording of the prophecy lets us know that something is odd with this “man”.  The little horn is a little power that will become a great power in a short time.

He speaks great things, and we will see that they are great blasphemies as he speaks against the God of Heaven and proclaims himself to be god.  He will serve a god of “forces” and will be homosexual (Daniel 11).  He invents a new religion.  
Daniel 11:36-38 “ 36  And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done. 37 Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all. 38 But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things. “
Daniel 7:9-11 “ 9  I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment [was] white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne [was like] the fiery flame, [and] his wheels [as] burning fire.
A vision of God the Father (Yahweh) in Heaven.  You see the same fiery glory that is recorded by Isaiah, Ezekiel, and in Revelation by John.  Actually it almost sounds like a river of fire.  Thousands of thousands and myriads or ten thousands time ten thousands.  This is one of the judgments, and books of remembrance and probably the book of life is opened.  

This scene is very similar to what you see occurring in Revelation 4 and 5 with God the Father (the Ancient of Days) and the Son of Man or Jesus Christ (the Lion of Judah and the Lamb of God) taking the little scroll from Him as judgment is meted out.

The Ancient of Days is the Aramaic “at-teek yowm”.   The “ancient of days” is another name for the Lord God Almighty.  This part of Daniel is in Aramaic (the language of Babylon), or what is sometimes referred to as Chaldean, and not in Hebrew.  The parts not in Aramaic are in Hebrew.

Psalm 90:2 “ Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou [art] God. “

Psalm 102:24 “ I said, O my God, take me not away in the midst of my days: thy years [are] throughout all generations. 25 Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens [are] the work of thy hands. Psalm 90:2 (KJS) Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou [art] God. “

The Appearance of the Ancient of Days

· Robe or garment as snow white - pure holiness / righteousness

· Hair of head like pure wool - purity again

· Throne like a fiery flame - this is a manifestation of God Almighty appearing in a form that His creation can comprehend.  He is the Lord of Glory - the Creator; and He appears as a fiery, glorious being as also witnessed by Isaiah, and Ezekiel, and John
· His wheels or “tornados” as whirling fire 

Wheels as burning fire, or in Hebrew they are whirlwinds of fire.  It is like tornados of whirling fire are before Him, or some have connected certain UFO sightings to this sort of thing.  The KJV and others say wheels, but the word “gal-gal” means a rolling thing like a wheel or a whirlwind or rolling cloud of dust.  It is something “not of this Earth”.
Isaiah 66:15 “ For, behold, the LORD will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. “
This is a judgment for thrones are cast down, and these are the same thrones that you see in Revelation 5 and 6.  Although the symbolic number of 24 is given in Revelation, they actually refer to the church and the saints of the kingdom and become a great number.  This is not the Great White Throne Judgment, as Christ the Son of God will sit on that throne and this is the Father and the saints around Him.  This is the judgment that follows Armageddon that we will help with, and not the final judgment of the damned.

Actually, you can reference this to the judgment of the nations in which the Elders or Saints of God sit in judgment with Christ over the nations after the end of this Age at what we call Armageddon.  

In Revelation 4, there are 24 thrones and Saints seen on the throne.  In chapter 5, they turn into an innumerable number, and here you see these same Saints and thrones cast down for the judgment of the nations while the books are opened.  

This would suggest that this judgment starts during the Tribulation when the Antichrist starts his great words of blasphemy while the Saints are in Heaven.  We are promised to have part of this judgment.  Do not get this time confused with the “Great White Throne Judgment” which occurs after the 1000 years and a short season past the Battle of Armageddon*.  Matthew 25:31-36 references this judgment directly along with others.
Luke 22:30 “ That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. “
Revelation 4:4 “ And round about the throne [were] four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold. “
1 Corinthians 6:2-3 “ 2 Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 3 Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this life? “
Revelation 20:3-6 “ 3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. 4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and [I saw] the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received [his] mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This [is] the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy [is] he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. “
Romans 14:10 “ But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. “
Matthew 25:31-46 “ 31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth [his] sheep from the goats: 33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed [thee]? or thirsty, and gave [thee] drink? 38  When saw we thee a stranger, and took [thee] in? or naked, and clothed [thee]? 39  Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? 40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done [it] unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done [it] unto me. 41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. 44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee? 45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did [it] not to one of the least of these, ye did [it] not to me. 46 And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. “
Daniel 7:10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.
This is literally a river of fire that comes before Him like volcanic lava or something similar.  It is a river of fire comes from Him as creation literally bends to His will.  We are speaking of something alien to our experience.  This is more than just an earth-based scene.  This is God Almighty in His glory before His Saints.
Psalm 50:3 “ Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about him. “
Psalm 97:2 “ Clouds and darkness [are] round about him: righteousness and judgment [are] the habitation of his throne. 3 A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his enemies round about. “

Nahum 1:5 “ The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. 6 Who can stand before his indignation? and who can abide in the fierceness of his anger? his fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him.  “
This is a powerful and frightening sight as literally a liquid river of fire is going around Him as thousands minister to Him and literally an innumerable number is standing before Him.  Does the Sea of Glass connect to the River of Fire?  I believe that some things being described are incredibly difficult to convey without our experience of seeing it ourselves.

10 thousands is an Aramaic word corresponding to the Hebrew myriad.  10,000 times 10,000 or just a whole lot of people.  They are standing before Him seemingly a different group than those that are on thrones and ministering to God the Father.  Perhaps these are those who are to be judged.
And Extremely Important Point to Ponder: What happens with these 10 kings and the little horn (the Antichrist) will bring a judgment of the nations to follow afterward.  His destruction and his kingdom destroyed are tied into a judgment of those standing before the throne seen here.
Much will be decided concerning those who will take the Mark and those who will escape to keep from taking it.  There will be judgment (this is not the Great White Throne Judgment of the wicked dead which is still over 1000 years ahead) following these events.
God is on the judgment seat, and the Saints ministers before Him.  Multiple throne cast down as the Saints sit in judgment with God upon the nations. Besides the Lamb’s Book of Life, there are Books of Remembrance in which all deeds are recorded of mankind which shall be opened.  

Malachi 3:16 “ Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard [it], and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name. “

Revelation 20:12 “ And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is [the book] of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. “
Daniel 7:11 “ I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld [even] till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame.“
The voice was so marked as to make Daniel behold as to what this man who has a little horn (small country) was speaking.  He is speaking “great words”.  

The beast is the Roman Empire (it fell long ago, but is resurrected in our day to bring forth this little horn and his 10 king companions).  It will be slain... put to death violently.

So, the beast, which is the European Union (don’t make too much of the Roman Catholic Church paranoia theories... it’s a revived Rome in Europe... there is probably a connection, but that is not the Beast) is destroyed by fire.  I personally believe from some scriptures in Revelation that this will probably be a mixture of atomic fire by men and fire from the consuming second coming of Christ at Armageddon.

But notice that the little horn is probably being referenced directly here.  He will be destroyed and given to the burning flame.  He and the False Prophet have a unique destiny.  They will be cast into the Lake of Fire over 1000 years before anyone from Hell is or even the Devil and his angels will be.  

Revelation 19:20-21 “ 20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which [sword] proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh. “

Revelation 20:10 “ And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. “
Daniel 7:12 “ As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time. “
Each kingdom had their time in history in the building of this last days scenario.  In fact, you can see the hand of the devil and the hand of God in history ending in the destruction of these human institutions by the Kingdom of Heaven come to Earth during the 1000 years.

Daniel 7:13-14 “13  I saw in the night visions, and, behold, [one] like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 
14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion [is] an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom [that] which shall not be destroyed. “
First you see God the Father as the Ancient of Days, and now you see the Son of man coming with the clouds of heaven brought before the Father.  This is Jesus Christ, the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.  

He is like unto the Son of Man.  It is interesting that this prophecy that predates Jesus’ birth by over 600 years will be a future title of Jesus Christ. He comes with the Clouds, and over and over again through the Gospels and Revelation we see Jesus Christ coming in the clouds of heaven.  And one note in reference to the tri-unity of God, as in Revelation when Jesus takes the little book from the Father, here you see Him coming and brought near Yahweh who is God the Father {the Ancient of Days}.

The dominion is taken from the earthly powers and given unto Jesus Christ.  Jesus said that all power in heaven and earth had been given to Him, and here the entire earthly dominion is visibly given into Christ’s hands.  This Kingdom will be like none that the Earth has ever seen.   
His authority and kingdom is an everlasting dominion which is the same as the referenced stone in Nebuchadnezzar’s vision.  It goes beyond the 1000 years, for it is forever.  Matthew 28:18 “ And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. “
During this time, all people regardless of who they are will serve Him.  All will know the Lord.  
Jeremiah 31:33-34 “ 33 But this [shall be] the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. “
Daniel  7:15-16  “ 15  I Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the midst of [my] body, and the visions of my head troubled me.  
16 I came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him the truth of all this. So he told me, and made me know the interpretation of the things. “
TRANSITION:   I think that if God had shown me the future of the world in this fashion it would hurt my head, too.  This vision was beyond Daniel’s understanding without assistance.  He asks one of the Saints or Angels standing by, and as you see with John in Revelation, he begins to interpret for him.
Daniel  7:17-18 “ 17  These great beasts, which are four, [are] four kings, [which] shall arise out of the earth. 18 But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever. “
The interpretation (which we have already looked at on the most part) is that the four great beasts are four kings which arise out of the earth.  They rule over four different kingdoms.  But the kingdom seen at the end will be the kingdom of God that the saints of God take and possess forever and ever.

The Beasts are Kingdoms or Empires, and are shown separate from the lesser kings of the horns.
They arise up out of the Earth.

Promise: The Saints of the most High shall take the Kingdom and possess the Kingdom forever and ever.
Romans 8:17 “ And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with [him], that we may be also glorified together. “
Daniel  7:19-20 “ 19 Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth [were of] iron, and his nails [of] brass; [which] devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet; 
20 And of the ten horns that [were] in his head, and [of] the other which came up, and before whom three fell; even [of] that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look [was] more stout than his fellows.
Daniel asks about this fourth beast.   He starts his question with the strange 4th Beast.  He probably understood all too readily about the winged lion and it’s identity, and then he is told that they are all empires that would rise one after the other.  But he fourth beast was exceptionally fascinating to him.
The fourth kingdom (ROME) shall be different from all kingdoms and shall devour the whole earth and break the other political structures to pieces.  It shall overcome the earth.  

It was dreadful and wicked looking, and was of a different nature than the others.  The others he at least recognized as a beast, but this one is described as a terrible beast with “iron” teeth and brass nails.  When it conquered, it just didn’t devour, but it broke it’s enemies into pieces and crushed the residue with it’s feet as it took land.

This beast (Empire) was different also from the others as in it had 10 horns in its head, and then another little horn arose out of the midst of the others in the beast’s head.  The little horn comes up in the middle of the others out of the Roman Beast.  
Empires are comprised of conquered or allied countries (nations).  Each horn is a nation within the same Roman Empire.  From within these kingdoms arises a “little horn”.  It seems to be a man (a leader) with eyes of a man.  He comes up from within the ROMAN EMPIRE – EUROPE.
He will overthrow 3 of those 10 horns (Iran, Libya, and Sudan-Ethiopia).  He has a mouth that speaks great blasphemies and he looks more powerful than his other rulers.   He seems powerful, though he is from a small country. 
What many commentators have missed is that the 10 horns come out of this beast, and the Antichrist’s little horn arises up out of the Roman Beast.  The Roman Beast will produce them.

Daniel 7:21-23 “ 21 I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; 
22 Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom. 
23 Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. “ 
Now Daniel sees more.  He sees the little horn or the Antichrist making war with the saints.  Now the saints that are in Heaven are out of his reach, and of course resurrected Saints of God could not be harmed by this ‘man’.  However, those who are converted during this terrible time of Tribulation will suffer an all-out warfare waged on them by this beast.

Power Point:   THIS IS DEFINITELY NOT THE CHURCH!  Although the Church has been persecuted, and at times parts of them slaughtered and forced underground, the church has always prevailed.  The church has always had spiritual power to not be overcome.  These saints will be overcome in masses.
Matthew 16:18 “ And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. “
This promise is given to the church of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Yet, during this time the “little horn” will prevail against the saints.  These are converted saints of God, but lack the spiritual power of the church.  The church will already be caught up to Heaven.  These are THE MARTYRS OF THE 5TH SEAL that we see in Revelation 6 and 7.  They are saved, but not part of the body of Christ (the church), and does not have the spiritual authority to overcome – MARTYRS. 
He will overcome and prevail against the saints of God until the Ancient of Days steps in and stops it.  It will end at God saying “enough”, and then judgment will fall upon the wicked when the Ancient of Days will come.

The interesting thing is that we see God the Son coming back in glory, and we see Him as the Son of Man in the clouds.  But it suggests here that God the Father will manifest Himself upon the Earth for this judgment.  But even so, He has committed all judgment to the Son.  That is why you see the Son of Man coming in the clouds.  
John 5:22 “ For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: “
Judgment is given to the Saints of the Kingdom - Revelation 1:6 “ And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him [be] glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. “

Revelation 5:9 “ And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. “

1 Peter 2:9 “ But ye [are] a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: “
Daniel 7:24 “ And the ten horns out of this kingdom [are] ten kings [that] shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings.”
They European Union consists of more than 10 nations, but 10 of them will arise and give the “Beast” power.  The Beast or Antichrist is the little horn that arises that is so different from the others.  He will be the one who subdues the 3 Islamic Nations who invaded Israel.  His control of the oil during this time of desolation will give him great power.  Seven of these European Nations will break out of the European Union with the three that he has taken, and they will make a new confederation of nations, or empire.  The little horn will be the Emperor.

Daniel 7:25 “ And he shall speak [great] words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. “

The little horn (Antichrist) will speak great words against God almighty!  He will BLASPHEME !  He will speak great words of blasphemy and claim to be god himself.  

He will wear out (Aramaic be-law), which means to harass continuously the saints of the most High God.  This happens in the Tribulation and he will prevail against the saints and harass them continuously.  This cannot happen to the church notice according to Matthew 16.
He will think to bring in a NEW ERA or a NEW WORLD ORDER, with him as its leader.  He will try a world takeover.  There will be a religious leader known biblically as the False Prophet who will help this political leader.  They will try and blend Islam, Judaism, and Apostate Christianity together into a New Age Religion where Satan is actually worshiped under the persona of a virtual reality image of the Antichrist in the rebuilt Temple.

Although he will try and bring in a One-World Government, he will only be partly successful.  To the end, he is still fighting against Russia and China.  But, he will institute a worldwide monetary system in the Mark of the Beast, and without it you will not be able to buy or sell anywhere in the world.  Part of the purpose of the United Nations is to institute this system.

It will be put into his hand (notice that from Revelation 12 to 13, Satan has given him the power of the kingdoms of this Earth) to change laws and times.  He will declare a New Age with him as its god and for a while be able to overcome all in this.

The terms *until a time, and times, and the dividing of time* means literally 3½ years; by "a time" is meant a year, the longest part of time; by "times", two years; and "the dividing of time", half a year; in all three years and a half, which is the same with 1260 days, or forty two months, the time of the witnesses prophesying in sackcloth, and of the reign of Antichrist according to Revelation.  
The word time is the Aramaic id-dawn which means a time or a year (the fullness of a time).  Used specifically here would mean a year and 2 years and half a year or 3½ years.

Revelation 11:2 (KJS) But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty [and] two months. 

3 And I will give [power] unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred [and] threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 

Revelation 12:14 (KJS) And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent. 
Revelation 13:5 (KJS) And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty [and] two months. 
The Antichrist will have power over those who have believed upon Jesus in the last half of the Tribulation for 3½ years.  The 2nd half of the Tribulation will see his reign of terror.

Daniel  7:26-28 “26  But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy [it] unto the end. 27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom [is] an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.  28 Hitherto [is] the end of the matter. As for me Daniel, my cogitations much troubled me, and my countenance changed in me: but I kept the matter in my heart. 
When Daniel saw the Son of Man coming in Clouds and the judgment... they shall take away the Antichrist’s (Little Horn) dominion and consume and destroy that evil kingdom that he has set up.

They shall take away his dominion (the Antichrist’s), but notice the “they”.  It is God with His saints with the Son of man (Jesus) who takes away the authority from the Antichrist and establishes the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth.  They will sit on the thrones in judgment with God the Father and judge the nations.

The 1000 Years of Peace will begin as Antichrist’s reign of terror ends.  All other powers and authorities will obey Christ’s with us being a part of it.  It shall be an everlasting kingdom.

The people of the Saints of the Most High shall be given the Kingdom.  The Kingdom of Heaven shall have come down to Earth.  And all dominions shall serve and obey God.

Finally, all governors and governments shall serve the Lord of Hosts.  God will be in charge, and the enemies will be subdued.  

The Kingdom of God seen in Jesus Christ reigning on the Earth is an everlasting Kingdom that shall never pass away.

Here is the end of the matter.  Chapter 8 will shed even more light on what is coming.

Daniel Chapter 8

Daniel’s 2nd Vision
This vision is given 2 years after Chapter 7, in the 3rd year of Belshazzar’s rule.  This chapter goes back to Hebrew from the Aramaic of the last chapter.  The mixing of languages of Daniel’s prophetic chronicle is one reason that it has been met with some resistance by liberal scholars.  It is interesting however, as the language changes back from Babylonia’s language back to Hebrew, and you get the feeling that Babylon is a passing thing, and this chapter starts with the coming invader’s empire, Persia.  It will ignore Babylon’s remaining few years and begin with Persia.
This chapter will further explore the same events as the previous chapter’s vision while concentrating on different things.  This comes at the conclusion of the Kingdom of Babylon, and concentrates the beginning of the events on Persia instead.
Daniel 8:1-2 “ 1 In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, [even unto] me Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at the first. 2 And I saw in a vision; and it came to pass, when I saw, that I [was] at Shushan [in] the palace, which [is] in the province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by the river of Ulai. “
Some commentators say that this was the last year of his reign, but both Ptolemy and Josephus spoke of his 17 year reign.  That would mean he had 14 or 15 years left in his reign.  This is a vision, and not a night vision as we are given in chapter 7.  It is a very detailed view of their future history.

Daniel finds himself in Shushan or Susa as it is called by other writers, which was the royal palace of the Persians.  Although Daniel is in Babylon at this time under the last few years of Belshazzar’s rule, God take him at the beginning of the vision to the eastern palace of the Persian Empire.
Daniel 8:3 “ 3 Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a ram which had [two] horns: and the [two] horns [were] high; but one [was] higher than the other, and the higher came up last. “

This ram is located here at this river in Persia.  This gives you the location of this beast.  Instead of beasts, we will now see animals that represent kingdoms and kings. 
Horns represent kings.  The animal would be an empire that the kings would rule from.  There were two notable historic kings (high horns) of Persia.  One was named Cyrus and the other Darius.  

Cyrus the Great was the great Persian leader who conquered Babylonia in 539 B.C. after he had conquered the Median rulers in 550 B.C., and then Lydia in 546 B.C.  It was the taking of the Babylonia that would establish Persia as the world empire of its time.

[image: image36.wmf]Darius I would be the higher horn that would follow Cyrus.   Following Cyrus the Great’s son Cambyses II, Darius would end up being a much better king, but both were great!

The Persian Empire was a mixture of the Medes and the Persians.  It was a bear in chapter 7.

The Ram with 2 horns is the Persian Empire.
Daniel 8:4 I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward; so that no beasts might stand before him, neither [was there any] that could deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his will, and became great. “ 

They went north and west into Lydia and partway into Macedonia, they took all of modern Turkey (Asia Minor), and south into Israel and into Egypt and northern Africa.  They went East through Babylonia and took India.

The Persians pushed west and north and south and no other kingdoms could withstand them when they conquered.  
Daniel 8:5 “ And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat [had] a notable horn between his eyes.“
[image: image37.wmf]The he-goat with the notable horn came to challenge Persia.  Phillip of Macedonia had plans of attacking Persia, but died before he could carry them out.  His son Alexander III, or Alexander the Great would take his father’s plans and successfully do what no other country had done, conquer the Persians.  In fact, Alexander would conquer swifter than any other single king has ever done before.  He would go down as the greatest military king in history.

The goat is the Grecian Empire, and the notable horn or king is Alexander the Great! 

The Goat is the accepted symbol of Greece (of which Macedonia is a major part).  In fact, Alexander and his wife Roxana would name their son, “Alexander Aegus”.  
Aegus means “goat”.  The Aegis Sea literally means the Goat Sea off of the coast of Greece.

He would seem to not even touch the earth he would conquer so quickly.  The Antichrist is curiously compared to Alexander (the Leopard of Daniel 7) in Revelation 13.  He, like Alexander, would conquer swiftly and overtake with lightning speed.

He would come west from the whole earth, and his empire would take more land than any empire before him.  According to the image that Nebuchadnezzar saw, each empire would be of inferior quality, but stronger as they progress until the last one which will be mixed with clay.  
The notable horn (Alexander the Great) will do all this before his strange death at age 33.

Alexander thought (along with others around him) that he was the result of divine birth.  He thought he was a demigod as the legendary Hercules or Achilles with a Greek god as one parent and a human mother.  He made this “divine claim” and of a strange fever shortly afterward.  This dispelled the false belief of his godhood.

He had been drinking excessively in mourning for the death of a friend, and some have suggested that he died of 
alcohol poisoning, and other thought his wine had been poisoned by one of his generals.  Some have suggested that God had a hand in it from his outrageous claim to godhood much like Herod in the Bible who was struck down and died in a day.  He developed a strange fever and suddenly died at age 32, sending chaos into his unified kingdom.  

The Antichrist and Alexander are connected in prophecy.  And although they lived thousands of years apart, there are some obvious common connections that can be seen clearly.  There is an implied supernatural connection between these two.  We will study some interesting points about the Antichrist which strongly suggest that there is a supernatural origin to his birth (not divine, but demonic or fallen angelic).  Perhaps they both had a hybrid nature between fallen angel (who liked to play like they were gods) and human.  It would explain much.
Daniel 8:6-7 “ 6 And he came to the ram that had [two] horns, which I had seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power. 7 And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped upon him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand. “
The goat had attacked with great fury and overcame Persia.  He broke the authority of the Persians.  The great empire marked by Cyrus and Darius, the two horns were now broken.  Choler means great fury and wrath.  Persia was broken and stamped into the ground, and the kingdom of Darius’ greatness was destroyed.  Choler is the Hebrew word “marar” which means bitterness. 
The Grecian Empire arose and took the confines of the Persian Empire, and it became the greatest power in the world at that time.  In fact, the influence of the Greek Empire was seen as the Greek language became the standard for the world and remained so even in the reign of Rome.
Daniel 8:8 “ Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven. “
When he was strong and very great, Alexander died at his peak at age 33.  
And from his death, his four strongest generals split his Grecian Empire into four separate kingdoms.  They were still Grecian, but under four leaders.  Those are the four notable horns or kings toward the four winds of Heaven.  The four winds of heaven once again showing compass points, for that is totally accurate here.

The Diadochi or the successors
The 4 Generals from the 4 Satraps given by e

1. Seleucus Nicanor had ASIA MAJOR or SYRIA (Iraq) and PERSIA

2. Antigonus (through the removal of Perdiccas) had ASIA MINOR - TURKEY
3. Antipater (Cassander followed shortly after) had MACEDONIA (Greece)and SOUTHERN EUROPE
4. Ptolemeus had EGYPT  
This will be seen as very important in a moment for it will connect with a future event... or perhaps a present one that we are unaware of at this time.

For the Antichrist will come out of one of these four divisions.  He is not only a Roman Prince, but he comes from one of these four divisions of Greek Power.  By correlating a map of both empires, you can see which modern-day countries are included in BOTH!
The first division is the northern Macedonian division.  This is the one that you need to take heed to for Daniel 9 and Daniel 7 speaks of him being a Roman leader, and these are the countries that also corresponds to the Roman Empire.  Egypt in the south can be discounted along with Palestine.  The Antichrist will conquer Palestine with peace-keeping forces in the Tribulation.  He will also attack Egypt and have to return north to Israel for Armageddon.  Also, they are not part of the European Union.  So, we look to the north.  The only exception here is Cyprus, which was part of the Ptolemaic Empire (the southern division [4]) instead of the Macedonian.
This Northern Macedonian Division that was headed by Antipater is marked with a “[1]” on the map.
[1] Antipater’s modern-day countries:  
· [image: image38.wmf]Northern tip of Turkey 
· Greece 

· Macedonia 

· Albania  

· Slovenia 

· Austria 

· Czech Republic 

· Slovakia 

· Hungary 

· Romania 

· Bulgaria 

· Croatia 

· Bosnia 

· Serbia
· Kosovo (not fully recognized) 

· Montenegro 

· Armenia 

· Georgia 

· Western Italy(?)and Moldova(?)
· CYRPUS (under Ptolemeus)
Since the early 1990’s, things have changed radically.  Then, only Greece and Austria were on both the Greek and Roman Empire maps, and also members of the European Union.  Since then, every nation on this list is either a member of the European Union, or is a current candidate, or negotiating to be a candidate to be a member state.
The choices have widened greatly in the past 20 years.  
The current 27 sovereign Member States of the European Union (E.U.) are:  Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Ireland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom.
Of the current 27 members of the European Union that are on both maps include Austria, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia.  

The current officially recognized candidate countries for membership in the EU that are on both maps include Croatia, Albania, Kosovo, Montenegro, Macedonia, Turkey, and Bosnia.  They will soon also be members.
Only the most eastern part of Italy was conquered by Alexander.  Consideration had to be given to a degree to Vatican City being a sovereign state itself within Italy.  But it is outside the mapped limitations of Greek influence.  It is also not a member of the European Union or the United Nations, although they do have an agreement with the EU to use the Euro as its currency.  They are however, not on the Greek Map.
Daniel 8:9-10  “ And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant [land]. 
Daniel 7 and Daniel 9 lets us know that the Antichrist is a Roman or European Leader.  We see the connection to a resurrected Roman Empire there, but here you see that he comes from one of the 4 divisions of Alexander the Great’s Greek Empire.  
[image: image39.wmf]So we are left with the Syrian division and the Macedonian or European division that fits both criteria.  The little horn that rises up out of one of these divisions is the same little horn that rose up out of the Roman beast of chapter 7 (and chapter 9 declares him to be of the people who destroyed Jerusalem - Rome).  

Note that according to verse 23, he will rise up in the latter time of their kingdom when the transgressions are come to the full which is the last days.  He will come out of that division, but not directly afterward.  It will be a last days fulfillment of prophecy.
Daniel 9:26 (KJS) And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof [shall be] with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make [it] desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 
Daniel 11:36-45 “ 36 And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done. 37 Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all. 38 But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things. 39 Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge [and] increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain. 40 And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him: and the king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over. 41 He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many [countries] shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, [even] Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon. 42 He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 43 But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians [shall be] at his steps. 44 But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many. 45 And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.  
· He is self-exalted and promoted.  becomes his own god and tries to get the world to acknowledge him as god as well
· He will blaspheme against the true and living God

· He will prosper until the end at Armageddon
· He will not regard the God of his fathers which means he has a religious background but will disregard it for this new age religion of self exaltation.  He might be Jewish or a Muslim – the Mahdi?
· He will not regard the desire of women which suggests that he is a homosexual
· He will have great wealth and honor this false god in this false religion that denies his heritage.

· He will rule over many, but not all.  He will divide the land for profit – OIL RESOURCES AND CONTROL OF THESE ARE THE FOUNDATION OF HIS NEW EMPIRE 
· he will institute a world monetary system that has no currency - mark of the beast
· At the very end at Armageddon, the king of the South (which historically is Egypt) will push at him and the king of the North (probably Russia in context with Ezekiel 38-39) will bring a massive force against him.

· Jordan will escape his domination - in fact we will see how refugees from Israel will escape there.

· He enters Israel or the glorious land because of the king of the North (peace keeping forces pushing Russia out after nuclear war with the USA).  At the very end he will cause him such trouble that he will have to go back to fight

· He will make Jerusalem his power base, and put the tabernacles (a worship place) of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountains (Mt. Moriah or Zion where the Temple will be rebuilt).

· But when his time comes, no power will be able to help him.

NOTE: Much has been said about this being Antiochus Epiphanes, a Seleucid king who was out of his mind and convinced that he was a god.  He sacrificed a sow in the Jewish Temple and defiled it.  But not everything this talked about Antiochus fulfilled.  He did in part, much like Adolf Hitler fulfilled part of some Antichrist prophecies.  But Jesus pointed out that they Abomination of Desolation was in the future of his time, and Antiochus lived before Jesus’ time, before the Roman domination.

Daniel 11:31 (KJS) And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily [sacrifice], and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate. 32 And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do [exploits].  
· This is one of those prophecies that can be in part fulfilled with Antiochus, but can be even more fulfilled in the last days when the Abomination of Desolation occurs.

· He will break the covenant and will smoothly talk his way into doing it.  He will be the ultimate politician with the smoothest lies that has ever been heard.  He will break that 7 year treaty.

· But the people of God will be strong despite his persecution.

Daniel 8:10 “ And it waxed great, [even] to the host of heaven; and it cast down [some] of the host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them.  “

There is controversy on what this means.  There is a host of heaven and a host of an army in the next verse.  A number of commentators have tried different approaches with this.  One has been that this host and stars have to do with the priests in the Temple and the “prince” in the next verse as the high priest (which is highly unlikely).  In fact, in verse 11, it better reads the “prince of the army.”

There is the obvious idea of the stars in the sky as the host of heaven, and some have considered that it might have something to do with all the darkening and the shooting stars we have seen in the seals and trumpets.  But this is very specific in some ways, and unclear in others.

When you think of a host or army of heaven, generally this is speaking of “angels”, the created messengers of God.  They do gather in hosts, and the Lord God is the Lord of Hosts.  When you speak of a “host”, generally it is a gathered army.  The hosts of heaven are the armies of the Lord of angels, which is also connected to the “stars” and heavenly places.  Remember the “star” that had the key of the abyss in Revelation 9?  He was an angel.

What is this saying?  Consider taking it literally.
This “antichrist” grew great, even to the armies of angels in the heavens!  Most scholars cannot just take it as meaning this, because to them it is impossible for a “man” to have enough power to stand up to angelic powers.  However, there are some things that Revelation tells us that directly connect to this.
THESE EVENTS IN REVELATION 12 DIRECTLY CONNECT TO THIS PASSAGE IN DANIEL, AND SPEAKS OF WAR IN RANKS OF THE HOSTS OF HEAVEN, AND THE BEAST (Little Horn-Antichrist) BEING GIVEN THE AUTHORITY OF THE DRAGON (Satan).
Revelation 12:3-4 “ 3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads.   4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. “

Revelation 12:7-10 “ 7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels,   8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.   9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.   10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. “

Revelation 13:1-3 “ 1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.   2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.   3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. “
Satan pulled 1/3 of the created angels in a rebellion long ago.  Only a small fraction of all of the FALLEN ANGELS live on the Earth right now.  Most are throughout the heavens.  Although it goes against the traditions that we have been taught, we do get glimpses from God’s Word of a cosmic struggle as God redeems the universe of the evil that Satan and the rebellious angels brought.  
Out of the potentially billions of angels (remember angels are in charge of the stars) in the universe, 1/3 are fallen.  There is a cosmic war that will literally be finished throughout the universe at the middle of the Tribulation.  
At that point, the archangel Michael will lead the hosts of God and defeat the Dragon and his angels right at the 7th Trumpet.  The 7th Trumpet and the 7 Thunders are occurring together, and a major part of that is the WAR IN HEAVEN that is brought down to the Earth.
ALL THE FALLEN ANGELS ARE NOW BOUND TO THE EARTH!  This has never been before.  No wonder this is the beginning of “GREATER TRIBULATION” or the Wrath of God!   

Look at Daniel 8 in this context.  We see the authority of this Kingdom of Darkness that you see in Nebuchadnezzar’s Image, and the beasts of Daniel in the form of these kingdoms as “heads” first on the Dragon.  The 10 horns of Daniel are the 10 horns of the Dragon and the Beast (Antichrist).  They are the 10 nations that give the Antichrist his power as an emperor at the middle of the Tribulation.  

Satan (the Dragon) is the prince of this world, or worldly system (kosmos).  He will give those crowns to the Beast in Revelation 13 as the coming Antichrist acts with the full authority of Satan.  Satan rules these fallen angels that have been cast down to the Earth.  Taken in context, the Beast or Little Horn now has control of these evil angelic forces.  The host was “cast down” and he walked on the.  He exercises authority over these evil angels.

Think of a man (I recognize that he is not fully human) that is a political leader who suddenly gains power over billions of fallen angels on the Earth at once.  Indeed, ‘who can wage war against him?’

Revelation 13:4-5 “ 4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?   5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months. “
Daniel 8:11-12 “ Yea, he magnified [himself] even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily [sacrifice] was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down. 12 And an host was given [him] against the daily [sacrifice] by reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practised, and prospered. “

The question is, is this the same kind of army as the army or host of heaven in the last verse.  It is possible, but it is also possible that this is a more human host or army considering it has to do with temple operations.  It is not the high priest of a host of priests though as some have speculated.  The Hebrew wording is just wrong for that.

Which host is being discussed in this verse?  Who is the prince of the host?   In this context, it could be the high priest when he takes control of the Temple in the middle of the Tribulation.  Which host is spoken of that is given to the Beast?  Is it the fallen angelic host that suddenly is on the Earth?  He already has a European army with him.  But now, is it turned into an unholy religious thing enforcing a new age false religion?  
The prince of the host or armies that he stands against might have a reference to Michael and that host.  Or it could be a reference to the priests at the Temple.  If it is natural, it could be to the armed forces of Israel who would try and keep the desecration of the Temple from happening.  But I think it is probably a spiritual connotation, and the host of heaven that he decides to oppose.  
This is reminiscent of King Nimrod of Babel in building his false religion and astrological pyramid tower into the first heaven at the Tower of Babel.  It was a deliberate affront to Yahweh.  That was the birth of this world system of Antichrist, and here is the culmination of it!

The word for “host” is the Hebrew word “tsaba” and that means a host of an army.  So the prince of the host (prince being the Hebrew word “sar”, which means a captain or leader of an army) would be the commanding general of an army.  The commanding general will submit to the Antichrist’s authority and he will take his authority as the commanding officer (plus this further adds to the military background of the Antichrist.  He is a military leader as well as a political/economic leader).  

The reason that there is a question if there is an angelic army and a human army both being addressed here is this.  If he magnifies himself to Michael, then he would lose.  Satan has just lost to him.  If it is Satan as the prince of the evil fallen angelic host, then it is unnecessary since Satan has just given the Beast his authority already.  If it is used this way, then it might be a reference to him flexing his spiritual powers in controlling the fallen angels.  This is possible.
But taken in context, then it is most likely that the human forces (if they be the IDF (Israel Defense Force) and/or a Temple Police Guard) will be challenged and overcome by this European Antichrist.

Most Likely Meanings:

1. He is taking control from Satan the fallen angelic armies in taking control of Judaism and their worship of Yahweh in the rebuilt Temple.  He stands against God and the armies of heaven in this.
2. He is confronting and overcoming both the priests and the IDF forces trying to stop him from desecrating the Temple. 
An army is given unto him to overcome and take over the Jewish religion in Jerusalem, and the sacrifices will stop.  He will put his religion in its place.  The daily sacrifices will be occurring by this time, and he will stop the Mosaic Worship of God.  And his false religion will be allowed to prosper.  THE TEMPLE WILL BE TAKEN OVER!
It seems as if he has two armies working for him on Earth at this time.  He has an empirical army which is mostly European or Roman-based, and he has all those fallen angels and Satan’s authority handed to him to lead them.  It will be the closest thing to a literal Hell-on-Earth that mankind will ever have seen.

Daniel  8:11 (NKJV) He even exalted [himself] as high as the Prince of the host; and by him the daily [sacrifices] were taken away, and the place of His sanctuary was cast down. 12 Because of transgression, an army was given over [to] [the] [horn] to oppose the daily [sacrifices]; and he cast truth down to the ground. He did [all] [this] and prospered. 
His army will control Jerusalem and the Temple as he makes it his own in blasphemy.

The TRUTH is cast unto the ground.  The true worship and knowledge of the Lord is corrupted.  Religion is corrupted.  Knowledge and wisdom is corrupted.  Truth will be forbidden.  The gospel will be outlawed.  
Daniel 8:13-14 “ 13 Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint said unto that certain [saint] which spake, How long [shall be] the vision [concerning] the daily [sacrifice], and the transgression of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot? 
14 And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed. “
THIS IS THE 7TH TRUMPET!  THE ANTICHRIST IS TAKING CONTROL OF THE TEMPLE WORSHIP IN JERUSALEM.  

How long shall the invading Islamic countries, and Russia, and then the forces of the Antichrist control both Jerusalem and then the Temple itself?  How long will these armies of Gentiles (heathen) control the Temple and the priesthood?  The answer is 2300 days.  This is 6 years and 4 months that Israel, and in particular Jerusalem will be invaded and occupied by foreign powers.
This tells us a few things.  We know that the Abomination of Desolation at the 7th Trumpet is in the exact middle of the 70th Week of Daniel.  He has around 42 months or 3 ½ years before Armageddon from the middle point.
2300 days computes on the (360 Day Lunar Year) Hebrew Calendar as 6 years, and 4 months, and 20 days.  In our calendar, it would be 6 years, and 3 months, and 20 days.  There is a month’s difference in a 360 day year to ours.

· The Jewish Temple will be rebuilt by at least the 8th month of the 7-year Tribulation.  
· In the 8th month of the 1st Year of the Tribulation, there will be a rebuilt Jewish Temple.

· On the 8th month of the 1st Year, Russian and Islamic Forces will take control of Jerusalem.

· They will desecrate by their very presence, the grounds of the Temple, but not stop the sacrifice.

· That occurs at the middle of the Tribulation by the European Antichrist.

· The sanctuary and “host” will be trodden under foot for 6 years and 4 months until Jesus Christ returns.

· Armageddon not only destroys the Antichrist and enemies of God, but starts the cleansing process.

· Which host referenced here is debatable.  One could be the IDF hosts, and the other would be the priests of the Temple and their guard.  Angelic hosts is not the meaning here.
Jerusalem and the Temple will be overrun for over 6 years and 3 months.  But remember that the Antichrist will bring in the Abomination of Desolation and take total control of the Jewish Worship in the middle of the Tribulation and will continue for 42 months (a time, and times, and a half a time) until Jesus Christ returns at Armageddon and puts a stop to it.
Daniel 12:7 (KJS) And I heard the man clothed in linen, which [was] upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that [it shall be] for a time, times, and an half; and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these [things] shall be finished. 

Daniel 12:11 (KJS) And from the time [that] the daily [sacrifice] shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, [there shall be] a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 

Revelation 13:5 (KJS) And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty [and] two months. 

Revelation 11:2 (KJS) But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty [and] two months. 

3 And I will give [power] unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred [and] threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 
One note, Antiochus Epiphanes (Greek King that would desecrate the Temple before Jesus’ time) would fulfill some of these prophecies in part, just as others in history such as Adolf Hitler did to a degree.  They were under the spirit of antichrist and were a kind of antichrist, but not “the” Antichrist.  Daniel 8:26 tells us that these are locked away in Daniel’s times for many days.  Jesus made it clear in Matthew 24, that these events and the Abomination of Desolation was in the Last Days at the end of the age – after Jesus’ day.  Antiochus was long before Jesus’ day.  It is a popular ultra-liberal stand to make, but it defies what Jesus Christ told us about it.
Daniel 8:26, “ And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told [is] true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it [shall be] for many days. “
Daniel 8:15-19 “ 15 And it came to pass, when I, [even] I Daniel, had seen the vision, and sought for the meaning, then, behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a man. 16 And I heard a man's voice between [the banks of] Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this [man] to understand the vision. 17 So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end [shall be] the vision. 18 Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright. 
19 And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end [shall be]. “
Daniel had sought for an answer to this, and the voice of the man on the river (an epiphany of the eternal Word of God or LOGOS before He was born of Mary and called Jesus) spoke and told the angel Gabriel to given him the understanding.

The vision is for the time of the end - the end of the age.  The Last Days is what this prophecy refers to.

He fell out in the spirit and fell prostrate before the Lord.  He was overcome by the power of God.  There was so much power of God on the angel that it overloaded his body.  He was as in a deep sleep.  
The vision will take you up to the end of the indignation.  What indignation?  This is another name for the Tribulation.  It is the “indignation.”  This is the end of the age when Israel will be so severely persecuted.  

THE INTERPRETATION OF THE VISION GIVEN BY THE ANGEL

Daniel  8:20-21 “ 20 The ram which thou sawest having [two] horns [are] the kings of Media and Persia. 21 And the rough goat [is] the king of Grecia: and the great horn that [is] between his eyes [is] the first king. “
Here is the verification of our interpretation of the creatures a few pages ago.  The ram is the Medo-Persian Empire, and the two horns are the Mede and the Persian kings.

The rough goat is the Grecian Empire, and the great horn between it’s eyes is the first king.  Now recognize that this is long before Alexander the Great is born that he is being shown this.  

Daniel  8:22  “ Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not in his power. “
Alexander the Great died, and the Greek Empire was broken into four smaller empires.  They had power, but never the unity or power of Alexander the Great.
Daniel 8:23 “ And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up. “
Note that from all these different world empires, the truth is that they have all been part of the same thing.  From Egypt to Assyria to Babylon to Persia to Greece to Rome to the European Union, all have been part of the same world system and a Kingdom of Darkness that Satan truly controls.  
This dark lord (Antichrist) will arise in the Last Days or latter time of this Dark Kingdom.  He will arise when the transgressors are come to a full.  This is when the evil of this evil empire system and all it’s works and all its evil members have filled the world up with its transgressions, this is the time that will spawn the Evil One who will be the Antichrist.  He will arise in the Last Days at the end of this age.  
He will be a king of fierce countenance.  It is interesting that it is worded this way.  There will later be an exploration of his nature as we see that he has the eyes of a man and a human religious heritage of his fathers’ that he will reject, and yet he has an angelic nature as one side of his parentage comes out of the bottomless pit.  He is one of the hybrid nephilim.  Josephus said of the nephilim that they were men of fierce countenances.  They literally had a scary look to them when you fought them.  They had a fierce countenance, and this is the same description of the Antichrist here.
Daniel 7:20 “ And of the ten horns that [were] in his head, and [of] the other which came up, and before whom three fell; even [of] that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look [was] more stout than his fellows. “
One of the curses that God promised would come upon Israel if she didn’t regard God anymore and fell away was that He would send a nation of a “fierce countenance” to plague them.  Deuteronomy 28:50 “ A nation of fierce countenance, which shall not regard the person of the old, nor shew favour to the young: “ - he will be a strong presence, and he will command power!

Dark sentences is Hebrew “khee-daw”, which means a dark saying or an enigmatic saying.   They can be mysteries or riddles.  This might pertain to his ability to hypnotize or mesmerizing  the crowds in much the same way that Adolf Hitler did in Nazi Germany.  This might be something in the occult arts considering that he controls fallen angels and becomes the hub or a new Satanic Religion.
He will understand how to answer seeming puzzling problems, and the world will perceive him as the man with the answers.  He will mesmerize people into thinking that he is that answer.

This is the Antichrist which will arise in the “latter time” of the world empire system.  He will understand dark sentences.  This sounds very much like witchcraft and sorcery.  It might have something to do with controlling the masses with his voice as Hitler did, or having a knowledge of something evil and arcane.  
When the purpose of all these empires and its transgressions comes to a full, it will give him the power to stand up and do what he is destined to do.  He is the son of perdition.  
The king of fierce countenance is the Antichrist.  Like is like unto Alexander, who was seen as the leopard.  You can actually see all the attributes of the former kingdoms in him in Revelation 13.   Revelation 13:2  “ And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as [the feet] of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority. “

Daniel 8:24 “ And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people. “
He will be mighty, but not by his own power.  

First of all, the Devil will give him his authority - Revelation 13:2 “ And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as [the feet] of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority. “

Revelation 13:7 " And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. “
And secondly, the 10 kings of 10 nations will give him their power.  He will be given the E.U.’s armies as peace keeping forces, but it will give him control of the Middle Eastern Oil Fields.  He is a little horn from a small power, but these 10 will give him authority over themselves and put their might behind him.  This will all be over controlling the Middle Eastern and Israeli OIL FIELDS after the nuclear devastation that came before this.   Revelation 17:12 “ And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 13 These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. “
He shall destroy wonderfully, which is the Hebrew “pala”, which means wondrously or miraculously.  He will be unbelievably talented at destroying others.  

He will prosper until the end of his judgment.  He will prosper until he goes to a meeting with Jesus Christ, the King of Kings and His armies.  He will prevail against the Saints (remember the “church” or “body of Christ” has been caught up, so the authority of the church is gone) and wear them out.  He will start to take the whole world.  He does not accomplish it, but he is successful in the things that he does.  
He will control the oil of most of the world.  He will truly prosper.  He will control the new Mark of the Beast monetary system.
He shall practice.  He will do that which he decided he will do.  He will institute new ways and they will become a way of life for the world.  
Daniel 8:23-25 (NET Bible) “ Toward the end of their rule, when rebellious acts are complete, a rash and deceitful king will arise. 24  His power will be great, but it will not be by his strength alone. He will cause terrible destruction. He will be successful in what he undertakes. He will destroy powerful people and the people of the holy ones. 25  By his treachery he will succeed through deceit. He will have an arrogant attitude,60 and he will destroy many who are unaware of his schemes. He will rise up against the Prince of princes, yet he will be broken apart -- but not by human agency.”

He will destroy the holy and mighty people.  He will overcome the strongest of enemies, and martyr masses of Saints and Jews.  Those who will not take his Mark will either run to escape him or will die.  He will destroy the Israelites and especially the Christian Israelites.  There will be even more martyrdoms.
Daniel 8:25 “ And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify [himself] in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand. “
Through his reign or his laws (his influence; his false religion), he will cause “craft” to prosper in the land.  The word craft is the Hebrew “mirmah” which means fraud, treachery [to be crafty].  There will be deceitfulness used during his reign.  Treachery will prosper in his hand.  
Some Examples:

He sells land for money and power  - Daniel 11:39 “ Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge [and] increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain. “
HE WILL DOMINATE AND CONTROL THE OIL FIELDS.  HE WILL HOLD THE LAST OF THE USABLE OIL IN THE WORLD AND WILL DIVIDE IT UP FOR GAIN.  THIS WILL GIVE HIM HIS POWER BASE AND NEW EMPIRE.

He breaks a 7 year peace treaty with Israel in the middle - Daniel 9:27 “ And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make [it] desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. “
This treaty gives him the excuse to invade Israel with peace keeping forces, destroying more through peace than through war.  He will take the country for both oil and religion.  He will try to seduce the major religions of the world to accept a bastard religion where he is worshiped, and through him the Dragon.

He is hailed as a god of a false religion, with false miracles from a false prophet - REVELATION 13
He is a foolish and evil shepherd, and will eat the flock he is supposed to protect - Zechariah 11:15-17 “ 15 And the LORD said unto me, Take unto thee yet the instruments of a foolish shepherd. 16 For, lo, I will raise up a shepherd in the land, [which] shall not visit those that be cut off, neither shall seek the young one, nor heal that that is broken, nor feed that that standeth still: but he shall eat the flesh of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces. 17 Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! the sword [shall be] upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened. “
He shall magnify himself in his heart.  In fact, he will proclaim himself god. The new agers who claim we are all a god will love his new doctrine.  This doctrine is actually the oldest false religion in the world.  The serpent (Satan) seduced the woman (Eve) in the garden by making her lust after the knowledge of good and evil because it would make her “like God.”  The feeling of wanting to control your own life and be god yourself is the basis of Satanism.
He will destroy many through peace.  THIS IS AN IMPORTANT STATEMENT.  HE WILL DESTROY AS A PEACE MAKER.  HE WILL COME WITH PEACE KEEPING FORCES INTO ISRAEL TO PUSH OUT RUSSIA AND MANY WILL ACCEPT HIM AS THE MESSIAH.

Once he gets a firm footing in Jerusalem, he will destroy many through his forces.  He will proclaim peace and safety and bring destruction:   1 Thessalonians 5:3 “ For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. “
He shall meet his destruction at the hands of Jesus the true Christ.  No one’s hand will be able to help him.  This directly connects to the scripture:   Revelation 19:16 “ And he hath on [his] vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. “
He will have at his disposal the armies of Europe (his), and Russia, and China and together they will not be able to overcome Jesus Christ and His armies of Saints and Angels.  Truthfully though, it is the words out of Jesus mouth and the brightness of His coming that annihilates the armies of the Beast.  The Antichrist and False Prophet will be case alive into the Lake of Fire!
Daniel 8:26-27 “ 26 And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told [is] true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it [shall be] for many days. 
27 And I Daniel fainted, and was sick [certain] days; afterward I rose up, and did the king's business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood [it]. “
I don’t know if the idea that this is an evening and morning vision... it is strange that this wording is here... or perhaps he had through the evening and the morning... I really don’t know.  But it is strange wording if it doesn’t mean anything.  The prophecy is for many days... it’s for the latter days.

OTHER RELEVANT VERSES FROM DANIEL

Daniel 11:21-45

We will depart from the common liberal viewpoint that Antiochus Epiphanes is this wicked king.  Antiochus, much like other evil leaders such as Nero has fulfilled some of these prophecies to a point.  However, there are last days references that put this at the time of the end of the age and not before Jesus was even born.  Jesus made it clear that the Abomination of Desolation had not yet come in His day, so it is incorrect and kind of dishonest (if not almost lazy) to try and lay it all on the Grecian King Antiochus and not explore all that it says.

So, we are given a choice here on how to proceed.  We can make generalizations through history and ignore the Last Days markers such as the Abomination of Desolation and regurgitate what 90% or more commentators say about this passage.  It is the easier approach, but it is not the accurate one.  It is so easy to lean on other authorities even when there are clear indications that the foundational premise is in error.  Instead, we will break down each verse, much like the Daniel 9 70 Weeks prophecy and the Revelation 17 Babylon prophecy has to be to reach a correct understanding.  Prayer for guidance helps as well since the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth.

This is actually the interaction of the King of the North (Gog of Russia with his Islamic Armies) and the Antichrist with his peace keeping forces who will raise up the abomination of desolation and take control of the Temple Mount. 

Remember that this is talking about these two kings and this one Last Days period.
Daniel 11:21-26 (KJV) “ 21 And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to whom they shall not give the honour of the kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries.   
22 And with the arms of a flood shall they be overflown from before him, and shall be broken; yea, also the prince of the covenant.   
23 And after the league made with him he shall work deceitfully: for he shall come up, and shall become strong with a small people. 
24 He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest places of the province; and he shall do that which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers' fathers; he shall scatter among them the prey, and spoil, and riches: yea, and he shall forecast his devices against the strong holds, even for a time.   
25 And he shall stir up his power and his courage against the king of the south with a great army; and the king of the south shall be stirred up to battle with a very great and mighty army; but he shall not stand: for they shall forecast devices against him.   
26 Yea, they that feed of the portion of his meat shall destroy him, and his army shall overflow: and many shall fall down slain.  “

Daniel 11:21-26 (CLV)  " 21 Then stands in his post a despised person; hence they do not bestow on him the splendor of the kingdom. Yet he enters with ease and makes steadfast the kingdom by slick dealings. 

22 Now the armed forces of the overwhelmer will be overwhelmed from before him and will be broken, even the governor of the covenant.

23 Due to people joining themselves with him, he shall do deceitfully; and coming up, he is staunch with a little nation.

24 With ease then among the stout ones of the province will he come. He also does what his fathers did not do, nor his fathers'  fathers: Plunder and loot and goods will he lavish on them, and against Egypt is he devising his devices even a further season.

25 Roused shall be his vigor and his heart against the king of the southland with his great army. And the king of the southland shall be stirred up to fight with his great and exceedingly staunch army, yet he shall not stand; for they shall devise devices against him,

26 the eaters of his dainties shall break him, his army shall be overwhelmed and many fall wounded.”
· Verse 21:  He will be a vile person.  He is despised.  Why?  Could he be a Muslim over armed forces in Israel?
· He does not come in as a conqueror, but with flatteries and politics.  He will come in with peace keeping forces and will push out the Islamic and Russian forces out of Israel.

· He will enter with ease and through slick dealings, he will take this new kingdom (Revelation says he is the 8th).  He will be the one who makes the treaty with the European Union (Rome) which will be in force for 7 years (Daniel 9:27), and will take those peace keeping forces easily taking control of a devastated Israel quickly and politically.
· He will use slick dealings, and the use of the power of the oil and resources both of Israel and the 3 oil-rich Islamic countries he has take control of through this former conflict.

· He will use the riches of the control of oil to bring himself into power.

· Verse 22:  The armed forces of the overwhelmer (Gog-Russia) will be overwhelmed and be broken by this new king (The Antichrist) and his European Forces.
· This new king is the “prince that shall come” of Daniel 9:27.  He is the prince or governor of the covenant or treaty between Europe and Israel.

· Verse 23:  Because of the 7 nations and the leadership of these European powers joining themselves to him, he will do deceitfully.  He also has control of 3 more nations (making 10) that will give him oil leverage.

· He will come in as a messiah saving Israel from their Islamic invaders, but then through deceit take complete control of the Holy Land (Palestine).  

· He is from the little horn or little nation.  He is not from a mighty nation, but because of his power with this treaty and then the peace keeping forces from the European Union, he will become their unexpected leader.
· He will be a staunch or powerful and will rise to power seemingly suddenly.  Actually, Satan gives him the power.

· Verse 24:  Still talking about the Antichrist - he will come with ease among the Russians or stout ones of the province.  Russia will be in possession during this world war over Israel.  The Antichrist will come up easily among those who have invaded Israel (Russia and their Islamic allies).

· The Antichrist is probably either Islamic or of a people or a small nation who is a historical enemy of Israel and/or Jews.

· It is the promise of oil and resources that gets the king of support that gets. 

· He will do what his fathers and “father’s fathers could not do.  Now, this is interesting.  If this is speaking of his human heritage, then they are of a nation or people or religion that is in opposition to Israel and the Jews.  Is he Islamic?  Is he from a nation who is historically an enemy specifically of Israel?  It is a generational hatred.
· He will use the oil and resources to solidify his power base and get those who follow him to do so by bribery and finances.  Finances are at the core of his power base, and the oil and natural resources he now controls.
· He begins his plans to invade Egypt and go down into all of Africa in a future time.  He already controls Sudan and perhaps Ethiopia, and with Israel as a central base of operations, he can conquer.  

· Verse 25:  He will be roused with power and his heart against the "King of the southland" - Russia or Gog.  The king of the southland (Gog) shall be stirred up with his great and powerful Russian armed forces. 
· Russia will not stand - they have been hurt by nuclear attacks of the United States and are weakened.  

· Russia's domestic forces have been devastated (3rd Trumpet-Wormwood), and now their military forces that are left here in Israel are being attacked by European forces.

· They will try and resist the Antichrist’s armies, but they will fall.

· Gog will fall because the Antichrist will device devices against him - or "forecast" devices against Russia.

· The wording is odd here as if something unusual or maybe even supernatural is happening.  They will devise devices against him.

· He will use something abnormal and beyond Egypt’s ability to resist against them.  This might be technological or demonic or a mixture of the two.

· Verse 26:  The eaters of his dainties shall break him.  This sounds like Russia's own allies (almost certainly the Islamic nations that have followed them in what they considered a Jihad against Israel, but Russia considered conquest of land and resources) will break him.

· His army will be overwhelmed, not only from the European Forces, but those Islamic ones who have been fed and armed by them.

· Many will fall wounded.  Russia is in bad shape at this point.  Their domestic and foreign forces have been badly wounded.
THE TWO KINGS – Gog and Antichrist
Daniel 11:27-32 (KJV) “ 27 And both these kings' hearts shall be to do mischief, and they shall speak lies at one table; but it shall not prosper: for yet the end shall be at the time appointed.   

28 Then shall he return into his land with great riches; and his heart shall be against the holy covenant; and he shall do exploits, and return to his own land.   

29 At the time appointed he shall return, and come toward the south; but it shall not be as the former, or as the latter.   

30 For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: therefore he shall be grieved, and return, and have indignation against the holy covenant: so shall he do; he shall even return, and have intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant.   

31 And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that maketh desolate.   

32 And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.   

Daniel 11:27-32 “ 27 Then the two kings, with evil in their hearts, will sit at one table. Lies will they speak, which shall not prosper, for it is yet further to the end, to the time appointed.

28  When he is returning to his land with a great amount of goods, his heart is on the holy covenant, and he makes it effective before he returns to his land.

29  At the time appointed he shall return and come into the southland, yet it shall not come to be as the former or as the latter.

30 For there come against him boats of Chittim. Hence he is sore when he returns. He menaces the holy covenant and makes his opposition effective. While he returns, he has an understanding with those who forsake the holy covenant:

31 Armed forces from him shall stand about, they shall violate the sanctuary, the stronghold, take away the continuous ritual, and give it over to the abomination of desolation.

32 And those who condemn the covenant will he pollute with slickness. Yet the people knowing their Elohim will be steadfast and act accordingly.”

One can see the historical connections to some of this such as the two-faced talks that the King of Syria and Egypt had with Antiochus marching back and attacking Israel.  This of course adds another player and shifts the timeline back and forth in time since some of this is Last Days for certain.  Antiochus, as a number of other “antichrists” as Stalin and Hitler and Nero tended to fulfill parts of these prophecies, but the final and complete fulfillment is in a “further time”, or the Latter Times.  Let’s make it the two players or kings as the text says, Gog (Russia) and the Antichrist (from Europe) who is fighting over Israel and the Antichrist’s final blasphemy.  If you add in the violence of Islam as part of what is being said, some of this becomes clearer.
· Verse 27:  The 2 Kings who are contending over Israel are Gog (the leader of Russia) who has invaded on the crest of an Islamic Jihad, and the coming Antichrist from Europe.

· They both have evil in their hearts.  Neither side are doing anything for good intentions.  Greed and power are at the root.

· The peace talks will fail, and a very major clue is given to us about when this is - to the End, to the time appointed.

· This is a negotiation or treaty talk after one invasion and before another one.  Lies are told by both sides.

· The time appointed, or to the time of the end is the end of the age which is repeated both here and other places in Daniel.

Daniel 8:19 "And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be."

Daniel 11:35 "And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed."

Daniel 11:40 "And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him: and the king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over."

· Understand that this is telling us that this occurs in the Last Days, and that there is an appointed time by Yahweh that will control when this occurs.

· Also, the end or Armageddon is close to these talks, but not quite yet.  

· The treaty made will be a failure and will not prosper, but the final end of the thing is not seen until the end.
· Verse 28:  He is "returning to his land" with a great amount of goods.  

· This ties into the oil and resources of Israel and the rest of the lands that both parties covet.

· Reading on in context, this would be the Antichrist who replaces Gog.

· His heart is on or AGAINST the Holy Covenant or qodesh byrith.  Which holy covenant?  Is this just the Judaistic Worship in the Temple, or the New Covenant and Christians.  Or could it be either since both worship Yahweh?

· He has his eyes on creating a new religion that replaces Islam, Judaism, and Christianity and institutes it with the Abomination of Desolation.

· He shall do exploits, although the CLV says he makes his designs effective before returning to his land.

· Is this connected to the treaty made and the evacuation of Russian forces?

Daniel 11:28 (NASB) "Then he will return to his land with much plunder; but his heart will be set against the holy covenant, and he will take action and then return to his own land."

· He takes action and then returns to his own land with plunder, but he sets his sights against the Holy Covenant before he leaves.
· Verse 29:  At the appointed time - God has ordained it already and it will occur on time.

· He came first as an ambassador to speak with Gog, but now he returns with an army.

· This is not like the first Jihad with the Muslims streaming into Israel with Russian Forces backing them up.

· This is not like it will be at Armageddon and the invasion of Russia and China meeting to fight this European leader's army either.  It will not be like the invasion before this one or after.

· This will be peace keeping forces that will force the Muslim forces of Iran, Sudan, and Libya, and Russia and any allies such as Kazakhstan that they brought with them out of Israel.

· Verse 30:  Antiochus fulfilled this prophecy to the extent that Rome sent ships from Cyprus (Chitim) to thwarting his attack on Egypt.  

· The ships of Cyprus is a reference to the navy of Rome.

· So, this is a ROMAN or EUROPEAN NAVY, but if CYPRUS itself is literally meant, then consider:

· 2 very large military British military bases exist in Cyprus taking up 98 square miles (which is huge considering the size of the island).

· Akrotiri and Dhekelia are UK Sovereign Base Areas in Cyprus which include Royal Army, RAF, and Royal Navy forces.

· Israel is currently negotiating establishing military bases on Cyprus.

· The USA is negotiating for a naval base on Cyprus.

· This is a European leader, and yet Cyprus is part of the European Union.  However, this Antichrist is in the process of breaking off 7 E.U. countries into his own personal empire controlled by oil power.  This might not be done peacefully.

· He menaces the Holy Covenant.  He will be a danger to both true Christian and Jewish Religious Worship.

· He makes his opposition effective, and this corresponds to the stopping of worship at the Temple and perhaps the martyring of those who refuse his Mark.  This is the implementation of the Abomination of Desolation that Jesus said to pray did not come on the Sabbath.

· While he returns (a process), he has an understanding with those who are willing and will forsake the Holy Covenant.

· This is turning people against God and rewarding them.  This is also the birth of a Satanic Religion we will see in Revelation 13.

· Verse 31:  His peace keeping forces will occupy and control Jerusalem and the rebuilt Temple.

· They will violate the sanctuary, and this occurs at the 7th Trumpet in the middle of the Tribulation.

· He takes away the Jewish sacrifice and rituals.  

· He gives it over to an image of himself standing in God's place as if he were god.

· He will have a virtual reality image of himself in the Temple - false religion and worship (Satanic).

· Verse 32:  He pollutes those who will blaspheme with him with slickness or smooth words (flatteries).  

· He has a talent greater than Adolf Hitler for mesmerizing crowds to follow him as if he were a messiah.  He is the anti-messiah.

· The people knowing God will be steadfast and act accordingly.

· Some will resist him.  There is a process of all those who resist him in them turning to Jesus Christ and being saved.  

· This is what is birthed from the Tribulation or Birth Pangs.

Daniel 11:33-39 (KJV) “ 33 And they that understand among the people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days.   

34 Now when they shall fall, they shall be holpen with a little help: but many shall cleave to them with flatteries.   
35 And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.   
36 And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done.   
37 Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all.   
38 But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things.   
39 Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge and increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the land for gain.   

Daniel 11:33-39 (CLV) “ 33 The intelligent of the people will cause many to understand, yet they are stumbled by the sword and the blaze, by captivity and plunder for days.

34 Even in their stumbling are they helped with a little help, yet obligated to them are many by slick dealings.

35  "Some of the intelligent shall stumble, to refine and to purify and to whiten them till the era of the end; for it is yet further to the appointed time.

36 Yet doing is the king as is acceptable to himself: He will exalt and magnify himself over every el, against the El of elim will he speak marvelous things and prosper till the menace is concluded; for that which is decided shall be done.

37 Concerning the Elohim of his forefathers he shall not understand, nor concerning the coveting of wives, nor concerning any eloah shall he understand; for he shall magnify himself over all.

38 Yet the eloah of the strong in his post shall he glorify: An eloah whom his forefathers did not know, he will glorify with gold, silver, precious stones and coveted treasures.

39 He deals for fortresses of the strong with a foreign eloah whom he shall recognize with increasing glory, he shall cause them to rule over many, and the ground shall he apportion for a price.”
· Verse 33:  Those who are wise in the Word of God and recognize what is occurring and who this dark lord truly is will cause many to understand.  

· In the first half, the 144,000 has made disciples.  The 2 Prophets will also be preaching in the 2nd half.  There are people who will believe in Jesus Christ and understand who this truly is and what their peril is.

· Many are stumbled by sword (both military and police power, but Islamic swords as well), and blaze - people will be driven out and burned out and killed for their refusal of his Satanic religion or by their conversion to Christianity.

· Some are taken captive and put into prisons and prison camps, much as Hitler and Stalin did in the last century.

· If you refuse to bend to the Antichrist, not only can you not buy or sell, but in Israel he will plunder all that you have.

· Verse 34:  There will be some help in this time and some will escape out of his hand.  Revelation 12 speaks of airlifting of the dislocated before the army came to kill them.  Many will hide in Petra, Jordan (more on that in Revelation 12).

· Yet, many find themselves in Israel obligated by his slick words.  Many will wind up damned who give into him.

· Verse 35:  Some of the wise will even stumble.  Some who know better will be weak and think the comfort and safety of the flesh for a few years is worth the Lake of Fire forever in becoming an apostate by rejecting Yahweh.

· Although some fall, there is a refining and whitining (spiritually) process going on where those who will be redeemed are redeemed.

· The end is not yet, but still off by 3 years to the appointed time.

· Verse 36:  The Antichrist will rewrite religion and rules and laws to suit himself.  He becomes the law of the land and evil is legalized by him.

· He will exalt and magnify himself over every god including God.  

· He will speak against the God of gods... the true God and will prosper for 3 1/2 years until this menace is concluded and judgment comes.

· Those who will be redeemed will be redeemed and purified by fire.  And those who are not serious will fall and be damned.

· It is the ultimate trial of faith by fire.

· In the end, those who have rejected God and become reprobates will face the judgment of God.

· Verse 37:  We will see in Revelation that he has a fallen angelic nature from out of the abyss.  However, he is a mixed being that has a heritage of some kind of faith of his fathers.

· He will not understand the faith or G(g)od of his fathers.  It is not clear if he is a Muslim, or Christian, or a Jew.  It is likely considering everything that he is a Muslim or at least from a heritage of Islam.  But he does not serve Yahweh, Jesus, or Allah.

· He is not concerned with the coveting of wives or women, which strongly suggests that he is a homosexual.

· This ties into Revelation 11 and the line about Jerusalem under his rule becoming as Sodom.

· He does not worry about worshiping any god or especially the true God.  He does literally not understand why he should.

· He is his own god and wants the world to worship him.  He is on the ultimate power trip that leads to the ultimate fall.

· Verse 38:  He not only stops Jewish and Christian worship, but outlaws it.  Here he established a strange new religion that is Satanic in nature and uses greed to get to people's souls.
Daniel 11:38 (NASB)  "But instead he will honor a god of fortresses, a god whom his fathers did not know; he will honor him with gold, silver, costly stones and treasures."

2 Thessalonians 2:4 " Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. "

· He worships a "god" of fortresses or strongholds.  That wording is fascinating.  Who is a god of strong hold.  

· We are told in Revelation 13 that although they are told by the False Prophet to worship the Beast, the Dragon or Satan is who is truly receiving the worship.  There is the ultimate darkness and deception going on in these times through these actions and false religion.

· He will glorify this evil false god with gold and silver and stones and treasures - resources.

· We have already seen it is the oil resources that is being sought, and through finances and greed, he will mingle the financial system of the world with a satanic religion.  This is clearer in Revelation 13.
· Verse 39:  The Peshitta (Syriac Bible) says, "“He shall pass over to the strong cities, on account of (‘al) the strange gods which he shall see, and he shall rule over many, and the land he shall divide for gain.”

· It is like he makes a deep fortress or bunker in Jerusalem, perhaps even under the Temple.

· Some have seen a connection to a demonic deception concerning UFOs and abductions with "aliens" who claim to be gods and the root of our belief in gods.  Some have seen the connection in some of the teachings of UFO cults with these events.

· The word eloah here means false gods in this context.

· If there is truth in that, then there will be a great deception and the foreign or strange gods will be more alien-seeming than first comes to mind.  But they are actually demonic emmisaries of the Dragon (Satan).

· Who are the "them" who are caused to rule over many?  It sounds like something impersonating gods are being given power over parts of the land that he rules.

· He is motivated by greed and oil and resources, and will literally use his treaty and peace keeping forces to take over and will sell land for profit.  

· He will literally take over lands and sell them out from under the people who do own it for profit.
Daniel 11:40-45 (KJV) “ 40 And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him: and the king of the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over.   

41 He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon.   

42 He shall stretch forth his hand also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape.   

43 But he shall have power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps.   

44 But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many.   

45 And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him. “

Daniel 11:40-45 (CLV) " 40 Then, in the era of the end, gore him will the king of the southland. As a horrifying hurricane will come on him the king of the north, with chariot and cavalry and many ships. Thus he comes into the lands and overwhelms and passes.

41 When he comes into the stately land, many will stumble. Yet these are escaping from his hand: Edom and Moab and the adjacent land of the sons of Ammon.

42 He will send his hand into the lands, and the land of Egypt will not continue to have deliverance.

43 He rules by reserves of gold and silver and by all he covets from Egypt, the Libyans and the Ethiopians--reserves which are in his fastnesses.

44  "Yet reports shall fluster him, from the sunrise and from the north, and forth he fares with great fury to exterminate and to doom many.

45 He will plant the tents of his regalia between the seas in the stately holy mountain. When he comes unto his end, there is no help for him."

· Verse 40:  The Antichrist never truly takes control of the world.  He will be fighting in Africa and have to worry about China and Russia up until the end of the Tribulation.

· We really don't know who the king of the southland is, but south of Israel is all of Africa.

· He needs Egypt to solidify his holdings in the Sudan, and he will need Ethiopia if he does not have it already for the same reason.  He needs a solid connection to his southern empire.

· He will be "gored" or pushed at.  

· If this was truly Antiochus, then this would be the Saracens under the leadership of Mohammed who made war on him.  But this is the wrong time frame for this to be the case.  However, maybe it was a prophetic foreshadowing and it is Muslims from Africa giving him grief.

· The king of the north is the later invasion of Russia.  Everyone wants this real estate that the Antichrist controls. 

· They will come again at the end with navies and cavalry and armored divisions.

· Verse 41:  When the Antichrist comes into Israel, many will stumble.  Yet, there will be those who escape his hand.  Jordan (Moab and Edom and sons of Ammon) will escape him.  This is where the refugees will flee.

· Verse 42:  He will reach to the south into the lands there, and the land of Egypt will not escape.  He must solidify the hold on those nations for it is a fundamental weakness if he does not.
· Verse 43:  It says it here in this verse.  It is all about the coveting of the resources from Egypt to the Sudan to Libya, and the "reserves" are in his control or in his fastness.

· Verse 44:  The 2 directions that real trouble comes at Armageddon are the north (Russia-Magog) and the east (China).

· He will leave his southern campaign with all of his forces with great fury to exterminate and doom many.

· There is indication when he destroys Babylon the Great Whore that parts of Europe is attack with nuclear fire at this time as well.

· The world to a great degree will burn in these last hours.

· Verse 45:  He will build a wall of his regalia or signets on Mount Moriah, which is the Temple Mount.  There is the thought that there will be a wall between the Dome of the Rock and the rebuilt Jewish Temple so that they don't have to look at each other.

· He will literally make it a wall of his own regalia or banner on the place devoted to worship - consider that.

· When it comes to the end at Armageddon, there will be no help for him.

· When all the armies come together instead of fighting each other, it will not help.  

· Jesus Christ will destroy the armies outright and will cast the False Prophet and the Antichrist into the Lake of Fire alive.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1REVELATION CHAPTER ELEVEN

Occurrences starting at the Middle of the Tribulation
The Time of the 7th Trumpet and the Completion of the 7 Seals

The rebuilt Temple defiled
Revelation 11:1-2 “ 1 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 
2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty [and] two months. “
This is a description of the rebuilt Temple.  They do have plans to rebuild as of now.  The priests have been trained, and they are awaiting an opportune time to rebuild and still not cause a holy war with the Moslems.  The most popular site is now within sight of the Dome of the Rock, but not actually the Dome of the Rock.  
This is in preparation of the blowing of the 7th Trumpet and the Abomination of Desolation which marks the middle of the Tribulation.

It is interesting that John has just eaten the little scroll becoming a part suddenly of the drama taking place.  Now, he is taken to the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem and given a reed to take its dimensions.

Notice UFO activity before multiple witnesses and cameras including a weather cam off of the Dome of the Rock in Spring of 2011.  Notice that there is a great movement among Levites in Jerusalem to rebuild and they are currently being trained and the furniture is already built by them.  The Temple Institute, which is usually given the very charismatic face of Rabbi Chaim Richman (Director, International Department) is well involved in rebuilding.
There are some plans to build just over from the Dome.  That would follow prophetic scriptures about building a wall between them.  But with tensions as they are, it is unlikely that they could build here without starting a jihad or holy war by the Muslims against the Jewish people.
Understand from the timing given in Daniel 8 that the temple will be rebuilt by the 8th month of the first year of the Tribulation and it will be overrun by heathen nations (Russia, and Islamic countries) then.  Rebuilding it would actually give Iran a great boost in the Islamic world for the complete Jihad against Israel.  The Palestinian State question would almost become secondary to this.
This is a measuring reed such as the one that Ezekiel was called upon to measure the Millennial Temple.  This reed was understood to be a measuring reed some 6 cubits or around 10 feet long used to measure buildings.  
Ezekiel 40:3-5 “ 3 And he brought me thither, and, behold, [there was] a man, whose appearance [was] like the appearance of brass, with a line of flax in his hand, and a measuring reed; and he stood in the gate. 4 And the man said unto me, Son of man, behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears, and set thine heart upon all that I shall shew thee; for to the intent that I might shew [them] unto thee [art] thou brought hither: declare all that thou seest to the house of Israel. 5 And behold a wall on the outside of the house round about, and in the man's hand a measuring reed of six cubits [long] by the cubit and an hand breadth: so he measured the breadth of the building, one reed; and the height, one reed. “
The importance here might be in the fact that the altar and temple is measured.  It deliberately omits the outer court because it is in total control of the heathen in this time.  So it is omitted.  Sadly, pure defilement is going closer than the outer court.  It is going into the inner court and the holy place and the qodesh is defiled in pure blasphemy.
They shall tread or control the city of Jerusalem for 42 months.  42 Jewish months of 30 days each at a 360 day year equals exactly 3½ years which is ½ of the Tribulation period.  We have now entered the 2nd half of the Tribulation - this is generally called Greater Tribulation.

Now, there is a month difference from this and the Daniel 12 reference of 1290 days which is 43 months that the sacrifices are stopped and the abomination of desolation is set up until the end.  This says that the city will be underfoot for 42 months.  This suggests that there is two different things being spoken of here that occur mostly together.

Some have suggested that the difference of the month is explained by this scripture:  Matthew 24:22 “ And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened. “
And that God shortened the judgment by 30 days or so to preserve life.  However, it might be that there is a time that the Gentiles leave the city, but the abomination of desolation will last longer than the occupation.  

But note that according to Daniel 8:14, there will be a 2300 day or 6.3 year period that Israel will be overrun by it’s enemies (Gentiles) of one band or another.  By the 8th month of the first year, the Muslims and Russians now followed by the Antichrist and European Forces occupy the city and Temple Grounds.  This in Revelation 11 and Daniel 12 speaks of the “peace keeping” forces of the European Union and that Empire of the Antichrist that will control it by force from the middle of the Tribulation to the end.

Treading it under foot says, “OCCUPATION” by an army.  For 42 months, they will be occupied by the Antichrist’s military forces.  THIS MATCHES DANIEL 8 AND DANIEL 12 PERFECTLY – THEY ARE PARALLEL PREDICTIONS.
Revelation 11:3-4 “ 3 And I will give [power] unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred [and] threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 
4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. “ 
Now before we look at who these two people are, let’s see the first words of this scripture.  God says, “I will give power unto MY two witnesses”, and there is great power given unto these two.  However you will notice that the word “power” or “authority” in the NASB version is in italic that is because that it has been implied and not directly stated.  

The word for “will give” is the Greek word didomi which means to commission or to furnish and supply someone.  

They prophesy for a little over 3½ years (43 months).  It seems that they must have arrived sometime during the 7 Thunders or so.  They will proclaim and prophetically preach the Word of God for the 2nd half of the Tribulation.  Their ministry ends at their death just before Armageddon through the 2nd half of Daniel’s 70th week.  THEY ARE ANOINTED PROPHETS!  They will be clothed in sackcloth which is the traditional material for mourning to a Jew.  

They are 2 special witnesses for God.  Now we become witnesses now by the power of the Holy Spirit... when we are baptized in the Holy Ghost we become baptized in power and it brings forth a witness of God.  But the church will be gone at this point... we are seeing the beginning of the ministry of the last 2 witnesses on the earth.  
They will start their ministry about a month before the exact middle, and go to the last week of the 7 years. They will be the thorn in the Antichrist’s side that will have the power over nature that God gives unto them.

The Greek word for witness is the word “martus” which means a martyr or a legal witness who gives all up to their life.  They will be martyred in the end for Jesus Christ.  These are separate from the 144,000 and the church or the 24 elders!  These are two witnesses that have been spoken of several times in scripture that would come.

2 Corinthians 13:1 “ This [is] the third [time] I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established. “
It fits here that there are at least two witnesses declaring the Gospel at this time.

They come to be the 2 MARTYRS for Jesus Christ.  They are the final 2 witnesses that will stop the rains from coming and do miracles and preach Christ to their people, Israel.  And they will be unstoppable until they are martyred 3 days before the very end.  Their witness must end in that martyrdom.
The two witnesses have been in prophetic scriptures before this.  

Zechariah 4:2-3 “ 2 And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all [of] gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps, which [are] upon the top thereof: 3 And two olive trees by it, one upon the right [side] of the bowl, and the other upon the left [side] thereof. “

Zechariah 4:11-14 “ 11 Then answered I, and said unto him, What [are] these two olive trees upon the right [side] of the candlestick and upon the left [side] thereof? 12 And I answered again, and said unto him, What [be these] two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden [oil] out of themselves? 13 And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these [be]? And I said, No, my lord. 14 Then said he, These [are] the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth. “

Malachi 4:5-6 “ 5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: 6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. “
Did you know that the Jews are looking for Elijah the prophet to come back from heaven and proclaim the Messiah.  They are still looking for a Messiah to come.  They look for Elijah.  A place is set every year at the Passover Seder.
The prophecy in Zechariah has a two-fold meaning.  This is one of those Last Days prophecies that have two meanings.   It has an original first meaning for the time that it is given, and a greater meaning for complete fulfillment in the last days.  This prophecy was originally for Zerubbabel the governor and Joshua the High Priest in the days of the Jewish Babylonian Captivity as restoration was begun in Jerusalem.  Not by power, nor by might but by my Spirit.’ There is a last days meaning for this prophecy here as well.
The 2 would be connected to the Holy Spirit directly and have awesome spiritual power that will be able to be seen easily.  They will be given great power by God.

Most conservative students and scholars (the fundamentalist ones) think that Elijah is one of them as he is expected to return to the earth and also, he has never died and he must.  
Hebrews 9:27 “ And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: “
2 Kings 2:11-12 “ 11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, [there appeared] a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12 And Elisha saw [it], and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. “
You can disagree, but I believe that one of them is Elijah come back.  I know that John the Baptist came in the spirit of Elijah, but Elijah himself will come back from heaven and later die.

Point to Ponder: There is much discussion today on this subject making it a controversy even among those who agree on other basic prophetic issues.  But the older church authorities had some very distinct ideas on who these two would be.  I realize that some English scholars of the last couple of centuries (John Gill for example) seemed to shy away from their ideas out of a fear of the Catholic Church it would seem.  But let’s look at what they thought.

Tertullian and others identified the two witnesses as Enoch and Elijah.  It was a popular “opinion” of the early church that Elijah and Enoch were the two witnesses.  In some early writer’s views (Johanan ben-Zakkai for example) and mainly in later years, Elijah and Moses were the favorite candidates.

Note that they will die and be dead for 3 ½ days before being resurrected and to the Jew, you must be dead 3 days for it to be impossible for you to be revived.  If these are the two men that according to scripture have not seen death yet, and according to Hebrews 9:27, must see death.  This would fit nicely (thank you Arthur C. Constance... Journey out of Time, Appendix III). 
The Mystery of The Other Prophet - Debatable
There is actually a whole wealth of ideas of who the second prophet really is.  There are 2 main ideas usually given however.  Having said that, let’s make it clear first.  There is nothing said specifically on who either one is, but there is reason to believe from other references that you can identify him.
Elijah first of all (concerning the first) has never died.   He will have to die.  Someone said, well he was glorified.  Nope!  That can’t be, for Jesus was the first fruits of the first resurrection and was raised from the dead glorified first.  He raised others from the dead, but never gave them the glorified immortal body that we will have in the first resurrection.  So, Elijah has lived as a mortal being since his translation.

Having said that, some argue as John the Baptist came in the spirit of Elijah, that some unknown prophet and not literally Elijah himself will come.  This is not generally believed by most fundamentalist Christian students of the Word of God.  But it is worth a mention.  He has to return to fulfill his destiny and die as any other man.
And although I have recently read all kinds of manipulations of God’s Word to try and prove that Elijah actually died, the Word really does not bear that out if you take it as it is written (of course if you are predisposed to a certain viewpoint, you tend to ignore the truth of the passage for your own opinion).

Elijah will almost certainly (as according to Malachi) be one of the Martyrs or Witnesses.  This will do much to turn the Jewish people to their witness since they have been taught to look for Elias (Elijah).

Many think that Moses will be the other prophet for Moses is seen on the Mount of Transfiguration with Jesus and Elijah:   Mark 9:2-4 “ 2 And after six days Jesus taketh [with him] Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. 3 And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white them. 4 And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus. “
The appearance of Moses’ soul out of Sheol on the Mount of Transfiguration is the only reason that anyone thinks that he would return.  Moses died and Yahweh himself buried his body.  It will remain buried until the First Resurrection when it will rise with the other Saints of God at the Rapture or Catching Away of the Church.  Moses certainly will be in the number of Saints resurrected under the Law of Moses Covenant.

MOSES WAS NOT PHYSICALLY RESURRECTED AT THE MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION.  Jesus raised the recently dead back to life, but if you came back from the dust, that is the kind of resurrection that occurs in the First or Second Resurrection.

JESUS CHRIST HAD NOT YET DIED AND BEEN RESURRECTED, AND HE IS THE FIRST FRUITS, NOT MOSES.

· Other favorites for this second witness are as follows: Ezekiel because of the prophecy of Ezekiel 37 and him prophesying to Israel at the Valley of Dry Bones.  He prophesied there and it has been argued that Ezekiel is yet to do that to the regathered nation of Israel in the last days.  
· John the Revelator himself who is writing this book.  That the prophetic prediction made by the powerful angel (actually the glorified Jesus Christ) in Revelation 10 about John prophesying again before many peoples, etc. is actually a reference to this second witness. 

· Some have tried to spiritualize the two witnesses as the Old and New Testament representing Jewish and Gentile believers. This is a complete grasp in the dark considering the text.

· The second witness could be just an before unknown prophet that God will raise up for this hour.  In fact, it is felt by some that both will be unknown prophets that will come in the spirit of Elijah.

There is only one other man who has not tasted death, and must like Elijah come back to Earth to die a mortal death so that he can be resurrected according to both the New and Old Testaments.  
His name is Enoch, the seventh from Adam.  ENOCH WAS THE GREATEST PRE-FLOOD PROPHET.  He is quoted by both 2 Peter and Jude in the Bible.
Genesis 5:21-24 “ 21 And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah: 22 And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: 23 And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: 24 And Enoch walked with God: and he [was] not; for God took him. “

Hebrews 11:5 “ By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. “
One day, Brother Enoch was walking with God.  And God said, “Enoch, you have walked with me all of these days.  Why don’t you just walk with me up here for a few thousand years?”  

A translation or a crossing over occurred.  Now God didn’t take him in the sense that He does sometimes as in taking us in death.  But like Elijah, Enoch has not seen death
Enoch was a Last Days Prophet – the first.
 Jude 1:14 “ And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, 15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard [speeches] which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 16 These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling [words], having men's persons in admiration because of advantage. “
Quoting from a translation of the ancient book known as the First Book of Enoch: 
I Enoch 1:9 “ 9 And behold! He cometh with ten thousands of His holy ones

To execute judgement upon all, And to destroy all the ungodly:

And to convict all flesh 

Of all the works of their ungodliness which they have ungodly committed,

And of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”
Enoch is said in Hebrews to have not seen death.  Yet, because of Adam, it is appointed unto Enoch as well as every other man, once to die, and after this the judgment.  
He could not have already been changed as we will be in the resurrection.  I know that is says that we are changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.  But, he could not have been since Christ was the first fruits of the first resurrection - not Enoch.  No, he’s not seen death yet.  That transformation is an ending to this carnal existence and a death for this carnal life to give place to the immortal and spiritual.  

And before someone says, well how can Elijah and Enoch be alive in Heaven if they are flesh and blood if flesh and blood can’t enter in?  Actually that is a misquote, for it says that flesh and blood can’t inherit the Kingdom.  

1 Corinthians 15:50-51 “ 50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, “
And indeed, they must die someday if they are to inherit the Kingdom of God, and that happens at the end of the Tribulation Period.  They are guests right now, but they must be resurrected to become inheritors. 
Revelation 11:5-6 “ 5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 
6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will. “
Their Power over their enemies:
Their power that God gives them is as follows: if any man will hurt them then fire comes out of their mouth.
2 Kings 1:9-10 “ 9 Then the king sent unto him a captain of fifty with his fifty. And he went up to him: and, behold, he sat on the top of an hill. And he spake unto him, Thou man of God, the king hath said, Come down. 10 And Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, If I [be] a man of God, then let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty. “
So if Elijah could have this authority in the Old Covenant, so shall these two have it here.

The fact is that it says if any man hurt them, so there is a desire and effort of some men to bring great harm unto them, but when they do they tangle with the power of God.  This sheds a new angle on the scripture, ‘Touch not mine anointed and do my prophets no harm’.  If anyone tries to harm them they will without exception be killed by this supernatural fire.

Their Power over Nature and the Earth:
They will stop the rain much as Elijah did in the days of Ahab.  It will not rain in those 3 ½ years, and I don’t know if that will be world-wide or in Israel where they will be.  That is not clear no matter what any teacher teaches.   

Greek of Revelation 11:6 “ outoi {THESE} ecousin {HAVE} exousian {AUTHORITY} kleisai  {TO SHUT} ton {THE} ouranon {HEAVEN,} ina {THAT} mh  {NO} brech {MAY FALL} uetov {RAIN} en {IN [THE]} hmeraiv {DAYS}  autwn thv {OF THEIR} profhteiav {PROPHECY;} kai {AND} exousian  {AUTHORITY} ecousin {THEY HAVE} epi {OVER} twn {THE} udatwn  {WATERS,} strefein {TO TURN} auta {THEM} eiv {INTO} aima {BLOOD,}  kai {AND} pataxai {TO SMITE} thn {THE} ghn {EARTH}  pash {WITH EVERY} plhgh {PLAGUE,} osakiv ean {AS OFTEN AS} yelhswsin  {THEY MAY WILL.}”

In the days of the prophecy, it shall not rain.  They have authority over waters and the weather and literally plagues.  They will be hated by the ungodly.  In fact, they will give presents to one another when these two are lying dead in the street.  Instead of repentance, more hatred will grow among those who have given themselves over to the devil at the point.

This is also much as the earlier ministry of Elijah, although not too much can be made of that except that this is something that God has had prophets do in the past because both of the witnesses have this power. 1 Kings 17:1 “ And Elijah the Tishbite, [who was] of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, [As] the LORD God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word. “
They have the powers over the waters to turn them to blood, as Moses did in Exodus.  Now, this would tend to point toward Moses instead of Enoch.  But there is an “Egyptian Curse” feeling through many of the curses on the land in this seven year period.

Exodus 7:19-21 “ 19 And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and stretch out thine hand upon the waters of Egypt, upon their streams, upon their rivers, and upon their ponds, and upon all their pools of water, that they may become blood; and [that] there may be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in [vessels of] wood, and in [vessels of] stone. 20 And Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and smote the waters that [were] in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his servants; and all the waters that [were] in the river were turned to blood. 21 And the fish that [was] in the river died; and the river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the water of the river; and there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. “
Some have suggested that this will cause an algae that will be poisonous, such as a red tide.  But, although there are fresh water algae (pond scum for example) the kinds of algae that are reddish generally do not make the water red if they are actually harmful.  Usually those that cause red tide are both in the ocean, not fresh water... and are not the really harmful ones.

Why not literal blood?  We have moved away from the first half of the Tribulation where a good portion of what is happening is caused by men’s actions with war and famine and nuclear weapons into Greater Tribulation where it is going to be much clearer that what is happening is supernatural judgment from God.  

If it is literal blood or something that is like blood, they have the power to destroy the water supplies of the Earth and cause a great drought in the land.   Can you imagine turning on your tap water and it coming out blood?   These two witnesses also have the power to strike the earth with any plague that they feel like.  Add to that, they can do it as many times and whenever they wish to.  Aren’t you glad that you won’t be here then? 
Notice that the whole earth will be affected by the plagues that they strike out with, so it won’t just be Israel.

Revelation 11:7 “ 7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. “ 
This is an explanatory chapter giving events that occur both from the middle to the end of the Tribulation.  It shows you the events connected to the blowing of the 7th Trumpet at the middle.  The temple is defiled in the middle and their ministry begins about the same time.  Their death is 3 ½ years later, so this chapter speaks of differing things happening through that 3 ½ year period of Greater Tribulation.  

The end of the testimony of the two witnesses will be right at the end of the Tribulation Period before the 7th Vial judgment.  Literally 3 days before (we see this later) Armageddon, the Antichrist (Beast) will be given the power to kill them.  They will resurrect and ascend just as Armageddon begins.  They will not be overcome until the end of their testimony when they are martyred.

At the end of this chapter, we re-enter the chronological point by point events that we saw up to this point through the seven seals and then the seven trumpets.  Although chapter ten spoke of the seven thunders occurring during the time of the sound of the seventh trumpet, here we re-enter the point by point timeline with the sounding of the seventh trumpet given.

THE DEMONIC HYBRID NATURE OF THE COMING ANTICHRIST IS SHOWN HERE.  HE IS NOT JUST A HUMAN MAN.
Now, the beast which ascended out of the abyss (Greek abussos), which is the bottomless pit is difficult, but it is understandable.  What the Bible says about this Beast is difficult to digest when taken together.  Even though it is the man Antichrist that it speaks of, but it speaks in some very strange and ominous terms.  For a man didn’t climb out of the bottomless pit.
There are 2 Beasts spoken of through Revelation.  The main one is the Antichrist, and when Beast is given without qualification, it is speaking of him.  The second one is the False Prophet, who is the spiritual leader who leads crowds to follow the Antichrist (the first Beast).

A Major Point to Ponder:  There are scriptures that say that he has the “eyes of a man” and he is of the people who destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D. (The Romans or Europeans), and he is perceived as a man, but what is the abyss connection?   Daniel declares that he has a human heritage (if he is a Jew then that would probably be through the mother, as being a Jew is passed down through the mother) that worshiped God or a god (the gods of his fathers).  He could be Islamic or Jewish or even Christian.  When you add in the probabilities from the Islamic Mahdi belief that is catching on fire in the Muslim world, Muslim is looking more likely.  But, he is also said to be the “BEAST” that ascends out of the abyss or bottomless pit.  ONLY fallen angels are in the abyss.  How can both be true?  Is this a biblical paradox, or is there some kind of hybrid seen here?

The Abyss Connection:
2 Thessalonians 2:8-9 “ 8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 9 [Even him], whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, “
Daniel 8:23-24 “ 23 And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up. 24 And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people. “
Revelation 17:8 “ The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. “
Revelation 19:19-20 “ 19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.   20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.”  

Many have assumed that it is some demonic spirit come out of the pit that possesses the Antichrist.  However, the disembodied spirits that inhabit humans in possession cases are never said to be in the abyss.  Only fallen angels who have left their first estate, or sinned sexually with human women have.  

Enoch called these instructive angels the Watchers, and they were given to early man to instruct him in living better.  But they fell to their own lusts and desire to procreate.  Their offspring were the nephilim, which is sometimes translated as giants.  They were a fallen hybrid race that dominated the Earth before the Flood of Noah, and were made to a lesser degree after the Flood.  Goliath and his brothers were a good example of nephilim.  Angels are forbidden by God to leave their estate as an angel and act sexually with a human.  It carries a sentence of being chained in outer darkness in the abyss.
Angels already have bodies.  Demons are seeking for a body to possess.  According to Jude they left their first estate or “allowed dominion”, and followed after the same kind of immorality as Sodom and Gomorrah.   Jude 1:6-7 “ 6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. “
The cryptic sentence “that was, and is not, and yet is” will be dealt with in Revelation 13 of our study.  It speaks of empires rising from the dead and the Antichrist’s power base.  Notice though that he ascends out of the bottomless pit (abussos and sometimes called Tartarus which is a place of darkness and chains for punishment of angels).  How is that possible?
There is a scripture that is overlooked many times in the gospels... it is this:    Matthew 24:37-39 “ 37 But as the days of Noe [were], so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 39 And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. “
Now looking at this the obvious conclusion that I always came up with was that they were unconcerned with God, and living life as if there was nothing wrong until the flood came.  I always looked at the way that people have become busy with their own lives and forgotten God... and even in the Tribulation, people will go on (especially those following the Antichrist) like God is not a concern until their destruction comes.
But there is one distinguishing point about the days of Noah that is not covered in this view.  There is a fundamental element in world of the days of Noah that is uncomfortable to explore.  We shall endeavor to explore quickly anyway since it directly applies to this study at this point.
Genesis 6:1-8 “ 1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, 2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they [were] fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.   3 And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also [is] flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.  4 There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare [children] to them, the same [became] mighty men which [were] of old, men of renown. 5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man [was] great in the earth, and [that] every imagination of the thoughts of his heart [was] only evil continually. 

6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.  8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. “

Genesis 6:11 “ 11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth. “
Genesis 6:2-4 “ 2 (NAS) that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose.

3 Then the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years."

4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore [children] to them. Those were the mighty men who [were] of old, men of renown.”
Genesis 6:4 (NET) “ The Nephilim were on the earth in those days (and also after this) when the sons of God were having sexual relations with the daughters of humankind, who gave birth to their children. They were the mighty heroes of old, the famous men.”
Genesis 6:4 “ (NRSV) The Nephilim were on the earth in those days--and also afterward--when the sons of God went in to the daughters of humans, who bore children to them. These were the heroes that were of old, warriors of renown.
I know that “NEPHILIM” or the giants are viewed as a fantasy by the modern liberal student.  Of course, these same students disbelieve anything to do with the supernatural including the miracles and sometimes even the divinity of Jesus Christ.  But the Bible is plain about this matter.  All the older literature of OT Rabbis and Scholars accepted this as the truth and history.  It is only in our cynical days that people try to find a way to explain it away.
This was a plan of Satan to stop the prophecy that God had given unto the woman concerning her seed would bruise the heel of Satan.  The Nephilim were a perversion of the human bloodline of Adam.  They were half or at least part through more intermarriage fallen angel and was no longer of Adam because of that.  The giants were the source of the Greek and Roman and before that the Sumerian legends of gods that intermarried with humans... making great warriors such as Hercules.  The Anakims, the Rephaim were of this line.  Goliath was a nephilim.  That is why God commanded the Children of Israel to completely destroy these particular races down to the children.  They were not truly human, but contaminated and evil from birth.  This is not a legend, but this is the history of the Bible.  And it explains a lot of our ancient history and a lot of the mythology of other cultures.  

The point was to contaminate the bloodline of Adam... and except for the family of Noah when he started the Ark, the families of the earth were contaminated.  This is seen that the wickedness of man had become so great... for man had become contaminated by an evil seed.

Now I know that there is a teaching that the sons of God were the sons of Seth... there are so many holes in that one that it’s almost not worth mentioning.  I am sorry, but you don’t have fallen tyrant warriors some 9 to 14 feet tall by two human parents.  

There is one point I can make without getting into too much depth.  If the descendants of Cain (the daughters) married with the sons of Seth (who were not really said to be particularly righteous), then why would there be giants from this union before and after the flood.  That’s the problem.  There were giants even after the flood.  Not two lines anymore... they were destroyed in the flood.

The point was that there was demonic sexual relations occurring among fallen angels and human females making giants or nephilim who were a race of fallen warriors... fallen or cursed from birth.  Is it possible that as some scholars have always claimed, and even as Hollywood has at times portrayed it, that a fallen angel is the father of the Antichrist?
There was a time both before the flood of Noah and after the flood of Noah when fallen angels (sons of God in the Old Testament always referred to angels - both holy and fallen and even Satan appeared with them as one of the sons of God in Job). 

This was going on in the time of Noah, and after Noah as well.  We don’t see anything that would necessarily restrain it from happening in our days.  The last reported giant was killed by King David and his men many years after Noah.  And Josephus records their bones being on display at the Temple until they were destroyed with it in 70 A.D.

It brings a special punishment however to those angels who commit this angelic iniquity.  It is forbidden by God specifically and it creates an early prison sentence for any offending angel in the abyss or bottomless pit.  (Jude 1:6-7)   2 Peter 2:4 “ For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast [them] down to hell, and delivered [them] into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; “ - Hell here is “tartarus”(not Hades) - dark prison.
Now, the souls of the lost go to Hell or Hades.  The tormented side of what used to be known as Sheol to the Jews.  But only bound fallen angels that have committed a sin similar to that of Sodom and left their first estate or rights and rule, have been put in chains of darkness in outer darkness in a place known as the Bottomless Pit or the Abyss (abussos),  sometimes called Tartarus.  
The gulf or abyss that was between the “rich man” and Lazarus in the story of Jesus is this place of “negative energy”. or a great black abyss that not only served then before Jesus liberated the righteous souls out of paradise in the earth to Heaven from Hades, but also serves as a special “prison” for dangerous fallen angels which Abaddon is the king over them (not Satan for he is the prince of the power of the “air”).  

The abyss is a prison of darkness for angels that have committed one particular sexual sin which is the mixing of human genetics with their own angelic in creating the nephilim or “giants”.  The demonic locusts of the 5th Trumpet or 1st Woe comes from this place.  And apparently there is a connection between the coming world ruler we call Antichrist and a fallen angel who climbs up out of the abyss.

The prophecies that concern the Antichrist seem to say that he is both fallen angel and human.  The Devil is an immitator.   As Jesus Christ was both man and God, so the Antichrist shall be both man and fallen angel. This is the only way to explain the seeming double nature of this “beast”.  
Question:   As far out as it might seem to us, is it possible that one of these fallen angels have been allowed to ascend to mix with a human to create a hybrid that will become the Antichrist?  

Only if you accept that the Antichrist has both human and fallen angelic characteristics at the same time can you understand the scriptures concerning him.  

Add to this that all humanity that is not righteous will stand before God after the 1000 years of peace at the Great White Throne Judgment.  But the Antichrist and the False Prophet will not!  They will have been in the Lake of Fire over 1000 years before anyone else since they are thrown alive into the Lake of Fire on the Day of the Lord!  As Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary by the Holy Spirit, the counterfeit Antichrist will be born of a human woman by a fallen angel out of the Abyss (but not literally the Devil since he is not bound to the abyss yet).  
BACK TO REVELATION:
The beast will have the power to overcome and kill the 2 witnesses.  They will die at the end of their witness, and not until.  The Antichrist will be the one who ends up killing them.  In fact it says that he makes war against them... it’s interesting that an up and coming world leader has to make war against two men... but they will be very powerful men.

Revelation 11:8 “ And their dead bodies [shall lie] in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. “
They will lie in the street for 3 days, and they will be so hated that they will allow them to lay out for 3 days and not bury them.  They will die in Jerusalem where Jesus died.  
Jerusalem is the Great City.  It seems that events are centering in on this city at the end of the Age.  Here the two witnesses will fall in a war against them.  It seems by the wording that great force is used to kill them, but their bodies will be intact and be seen via television and Internet throughout the world.

Jerusalem will be a center of idolatry (as is Egypt) and immorality (especially homosexuality) as Sodom under the Antichrist’s control.  They will die in Jerusalem, and not in Rome as some anti-Catholic teachers have taught.  It is the place where Jesus was crucified, Jerusalem.
Remember that the Antichrist will not regard the desire of women which suggests that he is a homosexual.  Daniel 11:37 “ Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all. “
Under his rule, Jerusalem will become like Sodom.  It will become a center of homosexuality and immorality.

Also, under his rule Jerusalem will become as wicked and idolatrous as Egypt was.  You always went down to Egypt (have you ever noticed that?).  Egypt was so corrupt in its paganism and demonic influences that it tended to corrupt any who went down there.  Even Abram and a young man named Lot was touched by this influence bringing consequences through Hagar and more devastating to Lot’s family and men later at Sodom.

The tabernacles that he will corrupt including the Jewish Temple (and probably the Islamic Dome of the Rock) will become the center of the world false religion that he will perpetuate through his Mark or non-cash economic system.

In the place where the Jesus Christ was crucified, so shall the center of this evil dwell in the End Times.

Revelation 11:9-10 “ 9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in graves. 10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.
Through satellite and Internet, the whole world will see them lay in the streets for 3 ½ days.  They will be allowed to just lay there in the streets and not be buried.  The two witnesses will have made quite an impact on this Earth.

They are so hated by those who are now reprobates on the Earth that they will rejoice and party over their death for the torment that the two prophets put the world through.  It will be better than Christmas for those who had been tormented.  They will give each other presents and declare a new holiday(?).  

These men of God will have tormented the evil ones of the Earth.

Revelation 11:11-12 “ 11 And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. 12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. “
They will see their bodies on CNN and on all of the other world news agencies.  They will be partying when on the 3rd day God’s voice is heard saying ‘Come up here’!
Suddenly on the monitors and televisions, these two dead bodies will rise up unharmed after 3 ½ days.  They stay dead the traditional time (3 days) that Jews thought was the time limit on being revived.  They will be resurrected suddenly to the fear of the world.

Terror will grab the hearts of those who were just partying over their deaths.  Then God is heard to call to them.  It will be heard!  It will be recorded!  The world will hear God’s voice calling to them to be “raptured” or caught up!  Come up hither.  And they go up to Heaven on a cloud as their enemies watch it all happen.
This is the last recorded resurrection of the righteous in the Word of God. 

Revelation 11:13 “ And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.“
The same hour of their resurrection, that earthquake that is described as happening at the end of the Tribulation occurs, and 1/10 of Jerusalem will fall from it... and 7000 in the city shall die, but here the Jews are turning to Christ and know what is about to happen.  It is almost over at this point.

This is the Day of the Lord! 
Point to Ponder: I have always wondered (even with the unclean lying spirits coming out as frogs out of the mouth of the False Prophet) why those armies that were closing in on the European forces of the Antichrist (Russia and China) would suddenly join forces with him to fight against Jesus and His holy armies!  They must be able to see us (for we will be with Jesus if we make the catching away of the church) coming back.  

Could it be that the voice that is heard before all and these two being caught up at the same time might also be a factor.  Especially if Jesus Christ and the armies of Heaven can be seen coming at the same time.  They might rally together to fight through fear.  There is also a great deception at the time as well.  It is very doubtful if they understand that it is the Second Coming of Christ and the Battle of Armageddon.  It is unclear how the False Prophet will deceive them.  Perhaps there is a UFO connection.  But these two being caught up and God’s voice being heard would be an incentive for fear and perhaps a foolish action by the armies of the earth.
This is that great quake that you see on the Day of the Lord when Jesus comes back at the seventh vial judgment at the end of the seven years.  
Revelation 16:18-21 “18 And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, [and] so great. 19 And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. 20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 21 And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, [every stone] about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great. “
The “remnant” that have turned to Christ that are righteous will be afraid and give glory unto God.

Much has been explained in these 13 verse, but now we are ready to sound the third trumpet which is the third woe.  The 3rd woe is about to begin.
[image: image40.jpg]MILES

Megiddo

Mediterranean
Sea

Tel Aviv



THE THIRD WOE

THE 7TH TRUMPET JUDGEMENT

The Abomination of Desolation and

the Mark of the Beast
Revelation 11:14-15 “ 14 The second woe is past; [and], behold, the third woe cometh quickly. 15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become [the kingdoms] of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. “
Now the 3rd woe will occur now that the 2nd woe is past.  This woe comes quickly, and there will be a mind-bending speed to which the Antichrist will take over and change the face of the Earth.  This woe really lasts for 3 ½ years until the Day of the Lord.
The 7th Trumpet has sounded!  This has been given a great buildup and sense of dread as blasphemy is about to take a form that has never been before.  It is the time of great woe, the 3rd Woe and will continue to the end.
When the trumpet sounds there are great voices or sounds in Greek (we don’t really know whose voices although you could speculate that they were of archangels or cherubim) cry the kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord.  This connects to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in Daniel 2.
Daniel 2:44-45 “ 44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, [but] it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream [is] certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.”
And He shall reign forever.  This is longer than just 1000 years.  This is an everlasting kingdom that Christ will set up.  This is the beginning of the end of the age of the human empires inspired by the devil.  These empires will not rise up again for Christ’s Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom.

Hebrews 1:8 “ But unto the Son [he saith], Thy throne, O God, [is] for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness [is] the sceptre of thy kingdom. “

Luke 1:32-33 “ 32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. “
Revelation 11:16-18 “16 And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, 
17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 
18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. “
Worship from the 24 elders once again, as they sing yet another new song.  They sit on their thrones before God.  As stated before, it is the opinion of this commentator that they represent those redeemed both of the Old and New Covenant.  It is those who have been resurrected and caught away with Christ.  They fall on their faces from their thrones.

They worship as the give God the thanksgiving.

The song of thanksgiving for the close of the age: thanksgiving to God who has this great power to bring these things to pass.  God, you have always had the power, and now you have decided to use it to bring to a close the evil of this world.  You reign almighty God.  
Truly the time when this is true not only for those who pray it but for everybody is coming... Matthew 6:10 “ Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as [it is] in heaven. “
The nations were angry, and God’s wrath is come.  The nations have moved and acted in wrath and brought the judgment and wrath of God upon themselves.  YOU CANNOT FIGHT GOD AND WIN!  Psalm 2:1-6 “ 1 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, [saying], 3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. 4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. 5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. 6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion. “
Reward will be given to the prophets and the saints and judgment will fall upon the nations that brought such pain unto them.

God will destroy them that destroy the earth.  Notice that only now does man have the power to destroy the earth.  This also suggests that many of the plagues that you see are man-made.  Man will foolishly unleash his wrath upon one another, and then God steps in and destroys the destroyers.
This does mark however what can be called GREATER TRIBULATION, where the wrath is increased and God starts destroying those who are destroying the earth.

Revelation 11:19 “ And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail. “
In the temple of God in Heaven is seen the ark of His Testament.  This is the Ark of the Covenant consisting of the Mercy Seat that God literally materializes for His creation on.  It is the original that the pattern that Moses was given was based on.  This Ark is original that is God-made that the man-made models after.
This is the mercy seat that Jesus took His own blood to when he told Mary Magdalene not to touch him or delay him because he had not ascended yet to His Father.  He as our Great High Priest offered the blood of God’s Paschal Lamb, His own on the mercy seat for our forgiveness.  

The Ark of the Covenant is the ultimate symbol of both redemption and the Kingdom of God.  This is a major part of the Kingdom of God coming literally in power on the Earth and overcoming the evil kingdom of this world that now moves through men.  

John 20:17-18 “ 17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.   18 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her. “

The Ark of the Covenant is the literal throne of grace in Heaven where God the father manifests Himself.  

Remember before catastrophic things occur, you see this list of things happening... 
· Lightnings or discharges of power

· Voices (noises) 

· Thunderings or great explosive rumblings

· Earthquake and great hail.   
This sounds much like what happens before nuclear war of the 1st Trumpet.  But this is the 7th Trumpet.
Here’s a possibility (this is only speculation), that this list of things here... especially the hail and earthquake might represent another nuclear exchange on earth... just a possibility.
REVELATION CHAPTER 12 

The War between Good and Evil Focalizes

The 144,000 Caught Up and the Refugees Run

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Revelation 12:1 “ And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: “
Now this is a great sign in the heaven.  The word used shows us that it is more than just a wonder, but a great sign that points to a spiritual truth.  We can find the understanding of such prophetic symbols already defined in scripture.  The “great wonder or sign” tells us that this is a mystery or deeper truth. The symbol is given of a sun clothed woman upon the moon and having a crown of 12 stars.  The interpretation can be found in scripture, although modern Catholics have their own interpretation apart from what the Bible gives us.

This is the point of the Tribulation or Birth Pains.  The main point outside of bringing judgment and the wrath of God to the ungodly is to birth the nation of Israel into the New Birth in Jesus Christ.

1 Thessalonians 5:3 “ 3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. “
The Catholic Church has declared that this woman is Mary, the mother of Jesus.  And actually if you believe that, then it suggests that Mary has something to do with the new birth of the church (v.17) or that Jesus is going to be born as a baby again.  I am not trying to criticize other’s beliefs, but this is totally unscriptural.  In fact, it is dangerously unscriptural.  IN FACT, IT IS BACKWARDS.  JESUS BIRTHED THE CHURCH, NOT THE OTHER WAY AROUND.
Mary was the mother of Jesus the Son of Man.  She was not the mother of God.   He was God before Mary ever was!   
John 1:1 “ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. “

John 1:14 “ And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. “
And if you follow the thought that this is Mary, the mother of Jesus, then the man child that she delivers is either Jesus, or the church that is raptured or caught up in the middle of the Tribulation.  This follows the mid-tribulation theory, but it requires that the woman be Mary and that means that she has something to do with the birth of the church itself.  Mary did not go to the cross and die for you and me.  Mary did not resurrect as the first fruits of the first resurrection.  Mary had to believe on Jesus to be saved herself, for she was born a sinner.  Putting her birthing believers is very flawed, and actually has shades of paganism as the Holy Mother figure in pantheons. 
Also, if you accept Mary as some being some kind of symbol of the church, then who is the man child?  If you interpret Mary as the church, then Jesus is the Manchild.  This is totally backwards.  Jesus birthed the church, not the other way around.  This is a spiritual birth and occurs during the Tribulation. If the church is raptured in the middle as the man child, then who might I ask is the woman (Mary?) who runs into the desert away from the Devil?  This woman cannot be Mary.  The theory that this represents Mary or the church falls apart at any scrutiny.
Also, this cannot mean the church (as a bride) since it produces the man child.  If the son is the church that is raptured in the middle, then how can it come out of itself as the bride?  
THE BIBLE ALREADY TOLD US WHO THE SUN-CLOTHED WOMAN IS IN A PROPHETIC DREAM OF JOSEPH IN THE BOOK OF GENESIS.  IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN A SYMBOL OF “ISRAEL”.  After all, this is the tribulation or birth pangs of Jacob remember.
Genesis 37:9-10 “ 9 And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. 10 And he told [it] to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, What [is] this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth? “
Joseph had a dream and dreamed of these same symbols.  He dreamed that the sun being Israel and the moon being Rachel, Joseph’s mother.  The stars are the tribes of Israel (his own would be a 12th star).  This shouldn’t really surprise us that God is turning back to Israel again in the Tribulation, for this is one of the primary reasons that the Tribulation occurs.  Daniel 9:24-27 tells us that one of the main purposes of this time is to turn Israel back unto the true Messiah, Jesus!

Daniel 9:24 “ Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. “
The sun clothed woman is the NATION OF ISRAEL, AND THE 12 STARS ARE HER 12 TRIBES MENTIONED IN REVELATION 7.  There really can be no other interpretation of this that does not disregard other scripture.  The Bible in the first book describes this vision, and we see it here again in the last book.  
There are three characters or signs seen in this chapter:

1. This Sun-Clothed Woman – Nation of Israel

2. The Red Dragon – Satan

3. The Man-Child – The 144,000 Witnesses of the first half of Tribulation

The man child is getting ready to be birthed.  Understanding who they are helps us understand the message here.

THE DUALITY OF REVELATION:  THE 2 SPIRITUAL WOMEN

1. The Righteous One is the Sun-Clothed Woman – Israel

2. Babylon the Great Whore – world system of wealth controlling power that hates God

The sun-clothed woman is the righteous spiritual symbolic woman, and the second one is the harlot riding the scarlet beast.  I know that the Church with the city New Jerusalem that comes out from God is the Bride.  But the sun clothed woman is the Old Covenant with the nation of Israel.  God has not abandoned Israel.
Revelation 12:2 “ And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered“
The woman is pregnant and about to deliver her child.  She is in birth pains delivering a child.

This is what TRIBULATION means.  It is the TRAVAIL of a woman giving birth.  Something is being birthed right in the middle of the judgment of God.  In all this horror and evil, something special and holy is being birthed.  The trouble upon the world is the pains of that birth.  THE SAME WORD USED IN MATTHEW 24 FOR SORROWS.   Matthew 24:8 “ All these [are] the beginning of sorrows. “
The time of Jacob’s trouble and travail are used for this time leading up to the Day of the Lord when the trial and tribulation of Israel would birth something special... and they as a whole would enter into the New Covenant and turn to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jeremiah 30:6-9 “ 6 Ask ye now, and see whether a man doth travail with child? wherefore do I see every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness? 7 Alas! for that day [is] great, so that none [is] like it: it [is] even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it. 8 For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD of hosts, [that] I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve themselves of him: 9 But they shall serve the LORD their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up unto them. “
1 Thessalonians 5:3 “ For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. “
Isaiah 13:6-11 “ 6 Howl ye; for the day of the LORD [is] at hand; it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty. 7 Therefore shall all hands be faint, and every man's heart shall melt: 8 And they shall be afraid: pangs and sorrows shall take hold of them; they shall be in pain as a woman that travaileth: they shall be amazed one at another; their faces [shall be as] flames. 9 Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it. 10 For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine. 11 And I will punish the world for [their] evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible. “
Isaiah 66:5-13 
Isaiah and Hosea portray the Nation of Israel as the Bride of Yahweh.  I recognize that the church is the Bride of Christ, and you see them in Revelation 2-5 and again at the end coming back with Jesus.  You see the church in its splendor with New Jerusalem together as the Bride of Christ in its glory for the Lamb of God.  But the Marriage Supper of the Lamb is going on during the Tribulation.  If this woman is the bride of Christ, she is dressed wrong and she is missing her own Marriage Supper (see Matthew 25, Revelation 4-5).  

But this is more what you see in the Bride of Yahweh who is giving birth to a generation that will be in the New Covenant with God through Jesus Christ His Son.  This is Joseph’s Dream come to life.  He and his brothers were the stars, the 12 tribes of Israel.
From the more literally translated Analytical-Literal Translation:  Revelation 12:1-2 (ALT) “And a great sign was seen in heaven: a woman having been clothed with the sun, and [with] the moon underneath her feet, and on her head a victor's wreath of twelve stars.  2  And having in [the] womb [fig., being pregnant], she was crying out, suffering birth-pains and being in anguish to give birth.”
Even though this will be a time of “anguish” and horrific in the extreme, there is something being birthed in the middle of it.  Most people read the book of Revelation and miss the hope, promise, and grace in its midst.

In the midst of judgments, God is still bringing life into the world.  There is something that national Israel will bring forth in the middle of this worldly mess.  It will be something alive and vibrant.  It is something that the Devil wants to destroy before it can be fully born.  This is happening in the middle during the 7th Trumpet in the middle of God’s judgment.  

This scene starts by showing the war between the woman and the dragon, and the catching away of the man-child.  You see the man-child in Heaven in Revelation 14 (the 144,000), and the woman hiding away until the end of the Tribulation in a place prepared for her to hide.
Understand the timing of these events.  The 7th Trumpet brought us up to these events.  The seven bowl judgments are about to begin, but all these things are happening in the time of the 7th Trumpet.  The Abomination of Desolation and what is occurring to national Israel, the 144,000 translated and the fallen angels being bound to Earth is all occurring at the middle of the Tribulation.  Some or all of these events might be tied into the 7 Thunders since they all occur at the same time.  This is the transition into the second half and Greater Tribulation.

There is something about to birthed here and translated into Heaven, but there is more being born than that.  There is a greater tribulation (birth pains) that will only end at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  That will turn the world that does not wind up destroyed at the end (as all those who takes the Mark of the Beast) to Jesus the Messiah.
Revelation 12:3 “ And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. “
A second sign is now seen in the heavens.  A great Red Dragon (identified in verse 9 as Satan himself) who has seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns.  Daniel and later chapters here will explain these completely as empires and kings or nations.  It is the world system that Satan controls over the political structure of Earth.  These 10 horns we saw in Daniel 7 and 8.  And the beasts seen in Daniel 7 and 8 are each one of these heads.

Signs and wonders are pointers that pull our attention to some truth or change of things that we really should take note of.  This sign in the “heaven” is very important and shows that several things are occurring and about to change suddenly.  Remember this occurs right at the sounding of the 7th Trumpet or the middle of the Tribulation.

This could tie into on some level to the 7 Thunders as there are a number of things occurring all at the same time to accelerate God’s timetable of judgment upon the whole Earth.

Now, before we get into any symbolism used here, let’s cover some literal ground.  First of all, Satan is referred all through scripture as either a serpent or a dragon.  He was a cherub in the form of a dragon.  A dragon is a winged serpent.

And although we are seeing a spiritual drama here with symbolism, there isn’t much symbolism to the Devil being a dragon.  For anywhere he is actually described in scripture, serpent or dragon is used.
Satan is referred to in Psalms and Isaiah and in Job as Leviathan and Rahab the dragon who God overcame and bound when he brought forth the dry ground out of the waters in Genesis 1 according to Jewish scholars.  And according to Jewish thought, Leviathan was the enemy of God who had 7 heads (sort of like the mythical hydra).  He is a winged cherub in dragon-form who lived in the Sea.  Remember cherubim are very unusual super-powerful angelic beings who never truly look human.
According to Jewish Tradition, Leviathan the enemy of God actually had 7 heads.  Now, I don’t know if the Devil literally has 7 heads, for that does have a definite symbolic meaning when you reference it to Daniel 7 and 8 and Revelation 13.  Revelation explains the context of the 10 horns and crowns and the 7 heads.  This is the great authority of this world system (kosmos) that Satan rules.  It is the spirit of Antichrist born at the Tower of Babel in rebellion to Yahweh and has continued through various world empires that has oppressed Israel since.
Why red?  Even though you might make the same connection to the 2nd Rider of the Apocalypse as red was for war, fire, and blood, there is a literal reason for red.  Ezekiel 28 talks about this dragon cherub as having jewels as ornamental scales on it before he fell, much like certain dragon legends.  However, when you look at the description after his fall in Isaiah 14, there is a word used that means a kind of worm as his covering.  Isaiah 14:11 (KJV) “ 11 Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and the worms cover thee. “
The word for “worms” that cover Lucifer or Halayl is tola, which is the crimson grub.  It is where you get the dye to make the “scarlet red” color in ancient days.  After he fell, for whatever reason, he seems to be covered with a wormy scarlet color.  HE IS A RED DRAGON LITERALLY.
The 10 horns we just saw in Daniel 7.  These also are depicted by the 10 toes of both clay and iron of Daniel 2 - the clay and iron didn’t mix too well if you remember.  These are 10 kings and their kingdom.  They will be the device used by Satan to try and take over the world.

The seven heads are explained in detail a bit later when speaking of the Beast, who receives this power from Satan over this world system (cosmos). 

2 Corinthians 4:4 (AMP) “ 4 For the god of this world has blinded the unbelievers’ minds [that they should not discern the truth], preventing them from seeing the illuminating light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ (the Messiah), Who is the Image and Likeness of God. “

1 John 5:19 (AMP) “ 19 We know [positively] that we are of God, and the whole world [around us] is under the power of the evil one. “

Looking ahead and giving the quick interpretation here, so that we can look at it in detail later when it is given:  

7 Heads are the 7 world Empires who have oppressed God’s people in history leading up to this last one run by the Antichrist (Beast).  Satan is the “lord of this world system”, and it is the world political system which is powered by wealth that Satan controls here.  These empires have been described as different animals or beasts in Daniel 7 and 8, and was represented by different parts of the image’s body in Daniel 2 and made clear in Rev. 17. 
The 7 heads are in this order:  Egypt, Assyria, Babylonia, Persia, Greece, Rome, and the European Union (Rome revived from a death blow).  When he gives this power from the world that goes back to the Tower of Babel to the Beast, it will create an 8th Empire for a short time.

Hitler almost raised the 7th, but failed ultimately.  He attacked the Jews and then Christians, but he did not actually possess Israel itself.  All these will have or will in the future control Israel as an oppressor.  The European Union exists now, and is coming into its own empirical power now.  But it does not yet control Israel.  A treaty with them however will give them power that will bring peace-keeping forces out of Europe after this future Islamic World War.

The ten horns are the ten nations that will either break off or be taken by the Beast, and out of the E.U., an 8th empire will arise with the Beast as its emperor.  Oil will give him power over the world in a very real sense.
His 10 horns now have crowns in chapter 13 when he rises in his power (compare to chapter 12).  These heads have 10 crowns or diadems on each of the 10 horns.  These are kings or kingdoms with king’s authority.

After the Antichrist (Beast) gains power over the oil fields of Libya, Sudan, and Iran by force, and gains the ocean of oil under Israel by peace keeping forces, he will suddenly be the man who controls all of the attainable oil in the world.  There will be 10 leaders who will give him power enough for him to break off into his own empire.

In the end, 10 of these countries will break off and give the Coming World Ruler or Antichrist his power in one hour.    Revelation 17:12-13 “ 12 And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. 13 These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. “
Revelation 12:4 “ And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.
This is where we know that Satan seduced 1/3 of the angels of heaven to follow him in his rebellion against God.  The tail of the dragon drew 1/3 of the stars of heaven... remember that stars and angels are interchangeable depending upon the context of the passage in scripture.

The angels are in charge of the heavenly places, and there are angels that rule (principalities and powers) on other worlds in the heavens.  We have already seen a “star” being a he and being given the key to the abyss in Revelation 9 in the First Woe.  This is showing a past even tying into what is about to occur in a War in Heaven.
In Job, it speaks of the stars (angels) singing glory to God that He had created the universe for them.  The planets and stars were created for the angels to rule.  Job 38:7 (AMP) “ 7 When the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy? “

Job 1:6 (AMP) “ 6 Now there was a day when the sons (the angels) of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan (the adversary and accuser) also came among them. “

He drew 1/3 of them away long before mankind was in the Garden.  He had a throne on the Earth according to Isaiah 14, and ascended above the clouds here and wanted to exalt his own throne (he had one on the Earth once) to the level of Yahweh’s.
Isaiah 14:12-17 (KJV) “ 12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!   
13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:   

14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.   
15 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.   16 They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms;  17 That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his prisoners? “ 

the time is coming when the 1/3 of the angels that followed him in rebellion will be cast upon the Earth and held there (see Daniel 8:10).  This occurs at the middle of the tribulation.
At this time (in the middle of the Tribulation), the Fallen Angels who are at this time in the heavens will be cast to the earth.  So if you think you have an evil influence on the earth now, just wait until all of the rebellious angels are cast down on the earth.  I really don’t know how humanity will survive except for the grace of God.   Romans 5:20 “ Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: “
Here is a concept that we need to learn.  God is birthing something special, and here’s the Devil waiting to devour it as a baby before it can grow up.  This is a standard in the spiritual warfare between good and evil.
The Tribulation is the birth pains that brings a birth to National Israel.  It is a spiritual birth from the nation of Israel where their people are being truly born again by faith in Jesus the Messiah.  
The dragon hates the woman and wants to destroy the FRUIT of this tribulation.  He will be denied that.  Here is the war between good and evil.  First you see it in the Heavenlies, and now you see it on the Earth at the same time.

Revelation 12:5 “ And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and [to] his throne. “
The man-child (male) baby will be born.  This is the beginning of what the birth pangs bring.  THERE TRULY IS A MID-TRIBULATION RAPTURE.  They will rule all nations with a rod of iron.  The expression “ruling with a rod of iron” is used always of the 1000 year Messianic reign.  
You will see three that is said to rule during the 1000 years:

[1] The first one of course is the Messiah who will reign on the Earth.  
[2] The second is the church and Old Covenant saints who are joint heirs with Christ.  
[3] The 144,000 from the nation of Israel, saved in the Tribulation (7 years or the 70th week). 
Psalms 2:7 “ I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou [art] my Son; this day have I begotten thee.  8 Ask of me, and I shall give [thee] the heathen [for] thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth [for] thy possession. 9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. 

Revelation 2:25 “ But that which ye have [already] hold fast till I come. 26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: 27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. 

Revelation 19:15 “ And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.” 
We will cut to reference Revelation 14:1-5.  For the 144,000 Israelis from chapter 7 are now in Heaven after the middle of the Tribulation.  There is a middle-tribulation rapture or catching away.  But you must be one of the 144,000 from the nation of Israel to make it!

Revelation 14:1-5 “ 1 And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty [and] four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps: 3 And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred [and] forty [and] four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. 4 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, [being] the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 5 And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God. “
In the beginning of the Tribulation just before the 7 Seal Judgments, there are 24 Elders.  Now, in the middle, you have another group of 144,000 appear.  These are the ones sealed in the days of the 6th Seal.  They are caught up as the man child on the 7th Trumpet.  They are on Mount Zion in Heaven (not the one on Earth).

The Attributes of the 144, 000 according to Revelation 14:1-5
· 144,000 (those sealed toward the beginning of the Tribulation in Revelation 7) Israelis

· Has God the Father’s Name written in their foreheads
· Sing a New Song in the middle of the Tribulation.  It is a different song from that of the Elders earlier

· The song reflects their own special and separate blessing from both the OT Saints and the NT Church
· They are Redeemed

· They are VIRGINS who have never been with a woman, so they are also all male (man-child)
· They will follow the Lamb (Jesus Christ), so like the church they will also return to Earth with Jesus

· Part of the first resurrection with the church and the Old Covenant Saints

· No guile or deceit found in their mouths - They are holy
They were sealed with the name of God in their foreheads back in Chapter 7 during the 6th Seal.  The voice of God is heard (we don’t know what is said).  And then you hear the sound of harpers.

They have to hold up the plagues for a while until these all get sealed in Revelation 7.  There is a great care in giving them the seal of the name of God in their foreheads to protect them.  So, they are on Earth after the 6th Seal and sealed then to protect them from all of the Trumpet Judgments.  

The 7 Trumpets will not touch them for they are the Sealed of God.  They are in Heaven after the 7th Trumpet in the middle of the Tribulation.

They are caught up out of Great Tribulation to keep them from the Wrath of God of the second half.

Revelation 12:5 “ And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and [to] his throne. “
You can debate it, but the 144,000 of the nation of Israel is the man child.  The fact is that you cannot spiritualize it and make it the gentile church grafted into the nation of Israel for Revelation 7 gives specific tribes.  It stresses the fact that it is the “male-child”.  In light of the scripture in Revelation 14 about them not being defiled by women seems to say that every one of them are male.  THEY WILL WITNESS JESUS UNTIL THE MIDDLE OF THE TRIBULATION.
They are caught up or raptured (in modern church language) at the middle of the Tribulation.  This rapture follows the catching up of Jesus and the church (the 24 elders who become an innumerable number out of every tongue, nation, kindred and tribe. 
Caught up is the Greek word harpazo, which is what we mean by the word “rapture”.  It is to be snatched straight upward violently.  It’s the same as found here:   1 Thessalonians 4:17 “Then we which are alive [and] remain shall be CAUGHT UP together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. “
2 Corinthians 12:2 “ I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one CAUGHT UP to the third heaven. “
This is a reference to a birthing of a people out of national Israel, and Israel then goes on the run afterward.  You cannot spiritualize to make it the church or some other religious group and be honest about it.  It is very clear in Revelation 7 who these sealed ones came from.
This is further backed up by their origin here out of the sun clothed woman representing Israel in Genesis.  And the nation of Israel must flee from the wrath of the dragon and his “son” (the Beast or Antichrist) and flee to a desert place prepared for her.
Revelation 12:6 “ And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred [and] threescore days. “
Once the catching away of the 144,000 occurs, the woman (NATIONAL ISRAEL) flees into the wilderness.  There will be a multitude of Israelis who like a flood will spill into the desert running from this coming world leader (Antichrist).  

They will be fed by someone who has been prepared by God for 3 ½ years.

They are airlifted out into the desert.  Where will they flee to?  Daniel not only tells us that Ammon and Moab (modern-day Jordan) will escape the Antichrist’s hand, but there are prophetic scriptures in the Old Testament that tells us that this place prepared by God is Sela.  Sela is the ancient name of Petra, Jordan.  It is literally a community carved naturally out of a giant rock.  It is a natural fortification made by God.  Petra is the ancient capital of Edom.  The ancient cities of Bozrah, Sela, and Petra are all in a line of a passage through the middle of a giant rock mountain range.
Isaiah 16:1-5 “ 1 Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the land from Sela to the wilderness, unto the mount of the daughter of Zion. 2 For it shall be, [that], as a wandering bird cast out of the nest, [so] the daughters of Moab shall be at the fords of Arnon. 3 Take counsel, execute judgment; make thy shadow as the night in the midst of the noonday; hide the outcasts; bewray not him that wandereth. 4 Let mine outcasts dwell with thee, Moab; be thou a covert to them from the face of the spoiler: for the extortioner is at an end, the spoiler ceaseth, the oppressors are consumed out of the land. 5 And in mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting righteousness. 
{Psalm 60:9-12 "strong city in Edom"} {Isaiah 42:10,11-13 the rock}

Psalm 60:9-12 “ 8 Who will bring me [into] the strong city? who will lead me into Edom? 10 [Wilt] not thou, O God, [which] hadst cast us off? and [thou], O God, [which] didst not go out with our armies? 11 Give us help from trouble: for vain [is] the help of man. 12 Through God we shall do valiantly: for he [it is that] shall tread down our enemies. “

Isaiah 42:10-13 “ 10 Sing unto the LORD a new song, [and] his praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof.  11 Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up [their voice], the villages [that] Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains. 12 Let them give glory unto the LORD, and declare his praise in the islands. 

13 The LORD shall go forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy like a man of war: he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall prevail against his enemies. “
Daniel 11:41 tells us the Antichrist will not overthrow Jordan, but there are a bunch of prophecies of judgement on Jordan.  So, they will suffer and provide a hiding place for Christian Israelis fleeing from the Antichrist.  

Daniel 11:41 “ He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many [countries] shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, [even] Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon. “
In fact, we will see that they will be airlifted according to the end of Revelation 12.  They will escape into that fortress city in Jordan known as Petra (or ancient Sela).  The ancient capital of Edom, Bosrah is there as well.  Petra means large rock or boulder.
When Jesus appears going to Armageddon, He comes from over Edom and goes westward toward Megiddo.  
Matthew 24:27 “ For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. “

He will come from the East of Jerusalem and appear over Edom or Jordan at Petra and appear to the refugees first, then He will come from the east to the Mount of Olives and split it in two when He lands there.  

Isaiah 63:1-5 “ 1 Who [is] this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this [that is] glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save. 2 Wherefore [art thou] red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the winefat? 3 I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people [there was] none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment. 4 For the day of vengeance [is] in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come. 5 And I looked, and [there was] none to help; and I wondered that [there was] none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me. “
The nation of Israel will be spared destruction from the breaking of the Peace Treaty by the Antichrist spoken of by Daniel in Daniel 9:27.  And by the time that Jesus comes back, they are looking for Him and the Day of the Lord.

Right at the end, their enemies will be at their door.  And Jordan will be judged here in a permanent sort of way.  

Isaiah 34:1-11 “ 1 Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein; the world, and all things that come forth of it.  2 For the indignation of the LORD [is] upon all nations, and [his] fury upon all their armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter. 3 Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood. 4 And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling [fig] from the fig tree. 5 For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment. 6 The sword of the LORD is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness, [and] with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams: for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea. 7 And the unicorns shall come down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls; and their land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat with fatness. 8  For [it is] the day of the LORD'S vengeance, [and] the year of recompences for the controversy of Zion. 9 And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof shall become burning pitch. 10 It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for ever and ever. 11 But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it; the owl also and the raven shall dwell in it: and he shall stretch out upon it the line of confusion, and the stones of emptiness. “
Revelation 12:7 “ And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, “
This war is not the event that got Satan (Lucifer in Isaiah 14) cast out of heaven.  These angels already have sided with him.  But here you have last time that these fallen angels or the Devil himself is allowed in the heavens (either God’s 3rd Heaven or the stars).  The text tells of an even where the angels of the Lord led by Michael the Archangel (of Israel) fights the Devil and his fallen angels.  1/3 of the angels have fallen, but 2/3 are still holy.  At this time there will be war in the heavens.  I wonder if people will see more UFO’s during this time?  

Already there are skirmishes over the affairs of men (and who knows where else), but this will be the final battle.  Something needs to be said here of the powers of angels.  An angelic war is being raged in the heavens beyond the battles over men’s affairs would be an awesome spectacle.  Just think about it for a moment.

Angels are recorded in the word of God to fight against men, and for the 2/3 of the angels that stand for God to fight against the 1/3 fallen ones who followed Satan.  Here are a few examples:
Daniel 10:12 -13  “ 12 Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. 13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia. “

Daniel 10:20-21 “ 20 Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee? and now will I return to fight with the prince of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall come. 21 But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: and [there is] none that holdeth with me in these things, but Michael your prince. “
There you see the princes or principalities of Israel, Greece, and Persia.  It’s interesting that the Persians were coming, and the Grecians would overcome them.  There is no major political war or change that there isn’t a war in the heavenlies over as well.  We should remember that, for it is crucial that we pray for our world that God would send reinforcements when they are needed.

Genesis 19:13 “ For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it. “
Here, two angels of the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities of the plain.  Yes, God destroyed them, but He sent His angels to do the actual work.  Angels are very powerful beings.  We don’t realize just what God keeps at bay, for the fallen angels are powerful as well.  But, God is greater!  1 John 4:4 “ Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. “
This is why you cannot stand against the Devil in your own power, but God has given His church weapons that are mighty, and they pull down the strongholds of the evil one.  Ephesians 6:10-13 “ 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high [places].  13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. “
2 Kings 19:35 “ And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the LORD went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they [were] all dead corpses. “
Here, just one angel in one night slew 185,000 warriors of the Assyrians and they didn’t even know it until the next morning.  Angels are very, very powerful!

At this time, such as the discourse given about Job, Satan can go into God’s 3rd Heaven and accuse the brethren.  Also, there are Principalities and Powers not on the earth that have already fallen, and they will follow Satan into a war with the angels of the Lord.  You have the ultimate angelic battle in the Heavens.
Michael is God’s General along with being an Archangel or Principality of Israel.  Satan (the Dragon) will lead his armies, and will lose.  Michael and the hosts of heaven will overcome and bind Satan and every single fallen angel to the Earth at this time.  We are not really told when this war began or if it is already begun to some degree somewhere.  But it ends right here.
Revelation 12:8 “ And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. “
Point One:  the Devil and his 1/3 of the angels LOSE!  God has already been there and has seen the outcome, and HE has seen and declares that they lose and are forever kicked out of all the heavens.  
This shows us that there is a lot more going on in the universe than what is going on here on Earth.  There is a process of redemption in the cosmos where you see the finality in it after the 1,000 years of Peace when God starts creating again, you see a New Heaven and a New Earth after that every single rebel (along with Satan) is cast into the Lake of Fire.  They are removed from the heavens and earth forever.

Then you will see a sinless universe as it was supposed to be.  It will be quite a change.  But there is a war going on that will culminate in the last battles being fought on the home planet of the fallen angel, Satan.  In the middle of the Tribulation, all the rebellious fallen angels in the universe is trapped and bound here on Earth.
Point Two:  the angels who are fallen no longer will have their place in Heaven.  Also, Satan cannot any longer or any other fallen angel to go into God’s Heaven.  They are permanently kicked out.  No longer can he accuse the brethren before Yahweh as he has throughout our history.  No more will he present himself before the “sons of God”, or bene ha-elohim and be the accuser.  HE WILL BE BOUND TO THE EARTH KNOWING HIS DOOM IS NEAR.
Point to Ponder: Satan is not currently bound, no matter what some might teach.  There is coming a time right after the Day of the Lord where he will be bound for one thousand years, but after that time he will still be loosed for a “short season.”  We really do not know how long a short season is, but if we judge from other such times in Daniel and Revelation, it is probably 3 ½ years.  But there is no way to know for certain.  He is ultimately thrown into the Lake of Fire to stay forever. 
Jude 1:6-7 “ 6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 
2 Peter 2:4 “ For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast [them] down to hell {Greek for Tartarus: the prison of outer darkness - the abyss}, and delivered [them] into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment”
Revelation 20:1-3 “ 1 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. “
Only the angels who committed the sin as Sodom according to Jude are currently bound in the Abyss or Bottomless Pit.  You see scenes as Satan as one of the angels (sons of God in the Old Testament) of the Lord still going into the throne room of Heaven and accusing Job in the book of Job.  You see scenes similar to that in Zechariah.  He is the accuser of the brethren, and right now can go from the Earth to God’s 3rd Heaven and accuse.  He is not bound right now, but that will change after the Tribulation.  Right now, he is called by the Bible, the prince of the power of the air (the atmosphere of Earth, or the first heaven).  That is his domain.
Job  1:6-7 “ 6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them.  7 And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. “
Ephesians 2:2 “ Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: “
Revelation 12:9 “ And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. “
Satan has already fallen from his place in heaven.  Both Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 record it.  Jesus spoke of seeing it as the Eternal Word of God.   God already cast him down to the Earth to the world where he once ruled which became his prison.  If Adam had not been drawn away after him in sin, he would have stayed a prisoner.  Jesus said this:  Luke 10:18 “ And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. “  
If you think that the Earth is wicked now, then wait until every fallen angel in all of the galaxies of this universe will be forced down into the earth with their fallen king, Satan the Dragon.  
IDENTITY OF THE GREAT (RED)DRAGON:  SATAN, THAT OLD SERPENT.  The Dragon is the “old serpent”, called the “Devil” and “Satan”.  He is called the serpent, the crooked serpent, the old serpent, the Red Dragon, Rahab the Dragon, Leviathan the Dragon that lives in the sea.  He is the anointed cherub (in the form of a winged serpent or dragon) that fell under the weight of his own pride.  He is “the Enemy” or the “Evil One”.
A dragon is a winged serpent, and all through scripture, the Devil is described this way.  Further explanation can be found in Ezekiel 28, with the spiritual king of Tyrus is described.  It is this same Satan who once was the “anointed cherub”.  He was a cherubim... a winged angelic being of great power.  A being blessed to stand in the presence of God and lead in God’s worship.

The great dragon - Job  41:1 “ Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook? or his tongue with a cord [which] thou lettest down? “ 

Job  41:18-21 “18 By his neesings a light doth shine, and his eyes [are] like the eyelids of the morning. 19 Out of his mouth go burning lamps, [and] sparks of fire leap out. 20 Out of his nostrils goeth smoke, as [out] of a seething pot or caldron. 21 His breath kindleth coals, and a flame goeth out of his mouth.”
Isaiah 26:20-27:2 “ 20 Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast. 21 For, behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.    27:1 In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that [is] in the sea. 2 In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine. “
Old serpent - Isaiah 51:9-10 “ 9 Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD; awake, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. [Art] thou not it that hath cut Rahab, [and] wounded the dragon? 10 [Art] thou not it which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep; that hath made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass over? “
Luke 10:19 “ Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. “

Mark 16:18 “ They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. “

Genesis 3:13-15 “ 13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What [is] this [that] thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.   14 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou [art] cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. “
Devil - diabolos – is the accuser or slanderer.  This is different from daimon which is a demon which sometimes is translated “devil” in the KJV.  It means  the accuser - Matthew 4:1 “ Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. “
Ephesians 6:11 “ Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. “
James 4:7 “ Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. “  - one devil and many demons... or unclean spirits working for him.

Satan – this is The Adversary, or The Enemy - Job  2:4 “ And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. “

Zechariah 3:1-2 “ 1 And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him.  2 And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: [is] not this a brand plucked out of the fire? “

2 Corinthians 11:14 “ And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. “
There is only one Devil, he has tempted and caused 1/3 of God’s angels to rebel and they will fall ultimately here with him.  He is the leader of all the fallen Principalities and Powers.  There are many fallen angels, and many demons (unclean spirits), but only one Satan who was a fallen Cherub.  

The Devil is he who deceives the whole world.  And this is the time of the Greatest Deception that mankind will ever see.  Satan will use his “son”, the coming world ruler or Antichrist to deceive the world.  The deception will be very heavy indeed.

Matthew 24:24 “ For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if [it were] possible, they shall deceive the very elect. “
Daniel 8:25 “ And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify [himself] in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand. “

Revelation 20:3 “ And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. “
Revelation 12:10-11 “ 10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 
11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. “
WE HEAR A LOUD VOICE MAKING A GREAT PROCLAMATION!   We are not told who it is that is making it (probably an angel or cherubim), but it is a tremendous announcement.  This event will impact the whole universe as evil is being cast down and bound to earth.

What is brought now by the power of God almighty?
· Salvation

· Strength (God’s)

· Kingdom of our God
· Power of His Christ
The Dragon (Devil) is the accuser of the brethren is cast down and the Kingdom of God is coming in the power of the Son of God, Jesus Christ.  The end is drawing very near to this very old struggle between good and evil.  
The accuser had accused them day and night and now he can never accuse them again.  This stops his interaction in Heaven.

Satan accuses us daily, but we overcome by two ways:

1. by the blood of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.  

2. by the word of our testimony - Let the redeemed of the Lord say so!
And those who overcame were willing to die for who and what they believed and lived for.  They loved God more than this short physical human experience.  Whosoever will lose their lives for Christ’s sake will gain it!

Revelation 12:12 “ Therefore rejoice, [ye] heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.“
Here’s a dualistic look at the same event.  It all depends upon where you are living spiritually if you are in a position to rejoice, or in a position to cry Woe is me!  If you inhabit the Heavens, then you have reason to rejoice and be glad.  But if you live on the Earth, you have never seen the grief that is coming now.

This is a time of rejoicing for Heaven (where God’s throne is), and for the stars and planets and those who live there.  The Heavens (plural) are the stars and planets {2nd Heaven} and the place where the throne of Yahweh is {3rd Heaven}.  The angels who are fallen are removed from both “dimensional realms”. 
This is a time of great woe for the Earth and the Sea.  It is interesting that the word Sea is separated here from the Earth as living places!  
He knows his time is almost up and he will try and destroy every human that he can.  He will try and destroy even the remnant of Israel that has not been raptured, but God will intervene.
He knows his time is short, and he now has so much more to work with.  So as bad as it has been up until now, it now grows much worse as all of his resources come to bear on this one planet.

Revelation 12:13 “And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man [child]. “ 
This cannot be the Virgin Mary and the church.  

This is after the mid-tribulation catching away.  The Devil will persecute the woman who gave birth to the male child that God took up.  Who is this?

The Sun-clothed Woman biblically is national Israel.  
These birth pangs of Israel (Jacob’s trouble or tribulation) are giving birth to those who turn to Jesus Christ in the New Birth.  They are in the process now of being saved as a nation.  

After the middle of the Tribulation, Israel will come into an ever greater persecution as the Devil tries to exterminate them.  When he sees that he can do nothing else, he concentrates upon this last class of people on the earth that have a covenant with God.

This is as if he’s not raging enough already, here it is as if some of his energies have been placed in other areas and other places in the cosmos.  But now, all his forces are brought here and trapped, and he is now going to go after national Israel with a passion for they are all that is left of who God wants to use still upon the earth.  
We are created to be a reflection (the image) of God’s glory.  When God breathed His ruach (spirit, life) into Adam, the man became a “living soul” (nephesh).  We are ourselves triune beings.  Who we are is our soul.  But human beings have the spirit also, which will return to God (where it came from – that breath of life) when we die.  The soul and spirit is contained in a physical body as a vehicle or shell to hold the real us.

When Satan looks at us, he sees that spirit that came from Yahweh, and that destiny that we were supposed to have of walking with Yahweh as His friend.  We are called to be the friend of God and reflect His glory to God’s creation.  Even angels want to understand us and what God has done, and the work of grace that He performed through Jesus Christ.  We are actually something special to God, and Satan hates us especially for it.
The devil wants to destroy or corrupt any and all that God would use.  Those who will take the mark of the beast will be corrupted and go to Hell.  So he’s going after any that is still mortal and alive on the earth that can still be saved.  
Satan knows his time is short at this point, but his hope is that he can corrupt this race that God created in His own image called man or Adam.  He wants to ruin us and create reprobates out of the rest of humanity to make them as lost as he is. 
After this point, much of the world will be globally killed.  He wants to corrupt the rest and destroy any who will not take his mark.  I believe that there will be those of other nations who don’t take the mark and he doesn’t manage to destroy for they are spoken of as being in the 1,000 years of peace.  But he will try for if he can permanently corrupt or kill all humanity.  He is at the ultimate figure of spite and bitterness trying to circumvent the plan of God and His creation that so reflects God.

Revelation 12:14-15  “ 14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent. 
15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood. “
This is one of the most vivid looks into the future that John saw.  No man of his day would think of airplanes... yet he sees the nation of Israel being given the wings of a great eagle and flying away.  There will be many refugees airlifted out of the way of the army of the Antichrist.
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There is a place waiting for her (Israel) and has been prepared for her in the desert.  And she will wait out this thing until Jesus comes in that place for 3 ½ years (a time, and times, and half a time).  Matthew 24:13 “ But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. “
The three places spoken of in prophetic scriptures are all places a few miles apart in that same long fortified cities cut through the rock in ancient Edom.  Petra, Sela, and Bozrah (not the Syrian Bozrah) are in a line going up and down that solid rock mountain where the towns and cities are literally cut out of the stone literally a few miles from each other with a natural pass in the rock connecting them.  It is a natural fortification.  

The houses and buildings are already there, plus there is much room to put tents just as the Bedouins have for generations.   We have talked about where they will probably be going to when they run from his face.  It will probably be into the country of Jordan to the rock fortress of Petra.  They flee from the face of the Devil (serpent) for he will be using the Antichrist.  

Throughout a number of prophetic references to Sela (Petra) and Bozrah, you see the refugees there and Jesus Christ appearing to them first “East of Israel” before He travels westward to the Mount of Olives to the Battle of Armageddon.  He will save the refugees first.  This place called Sela or Petra is a large fortress town carved by God out of the middle of a huge boulder.  It is a natural fortress that only has a small number of Bedouins living there right now outside of ancient Bozrah (the ancient capital of Edom). 

Quite literally the structures at Petra are carved out of the rock face into a permanent structure that has stood the winds of time.  It is as if a natural city carved out of rock is waiting there prepared by God for His people when the time comes.  This is why the country of Jordan will not fall into the Antichrist’s hand.  God will have this place prepared.
A flood in prophetic literature always means a great scattering of people.  Have you ever seen the moving the 10 Commandments with all of the Israelites moving like a flood of water over the desert?  The Antichrist will bring his armies like a flood over the land to chase the woman.  This is why Jesus was talking about that they would take one in the field and leave the other, and to pray that your flight was not on the Sabbath so that you could escape!

The armies will flood over the land and try to catch the refugees.  He will try to destroy them in his wrath.  They will move so quickly as to look like a flood on the desert.

Matthew 24:15-22 “ 15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) 16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the mountains: 17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his house: 18  Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes. 19 And woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days! 20 But pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: 21 For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake those days shall be shortened.”

This connects into our study of Matthew 24.  He told them when you see the Abomination of Desolation spoken of by Daniel the Prophet, you are to run at that point without delay.  This is the escape here in Revelation 12 that Jesus told them of in Matthew 24.  Pray it’s not on the Sabbath Day.

Understand that the 144,000 have probably been proclaiming that Jesus is the Messiah, and that this is the last days.  When they are taken and the Antichrist or Beast puts his image in the Temple (next chapter), then suddenly the Israelites brought up on Judaism and being warned anyway recognizes this is the Abomination of Desolation that Daniel spoke of:  It is time to run!
He breaks his covenant with Israel (Daniel 9), and now his peace keeping forces become invading forces and he’s already there.  Those who would oppose him and refuse to take his mark (they will be rebels against the economic system that he tries to control the world through) he tries to destroy.

They will flee out of Judaea into the mountains and into the desert.  It will be a quick thing, and when it happens you must not take any possessions if you want to live... just run!  Don’t return home for your clothes or you will be captured and killed.  Pray it doesn’t happen on the Sabbath (for you are according to the Law not allowed to walk over a mile on the Sabbath).  Pray it’s not in winter so you can get away!

It will become so great that if it went on and on, then the plan of the Devil would succeed and all the righteous left on the earth would die.  Now, some people think that the 3 ½ years will be shortened because of this scripture, and that it won’t hardly be a whole 7 years for God will cut it short so some might survive.  That’s a debatable stand 

Whichever is the truth, the fact is that if God doesn’t stop it when He does there would be no survivors of this holocaust.  

They run into Jordan which escapes the Beast’s hand.  There are interesting prophecies about the things that Jordan will suffer because of their past hatred of Israel.  They will probably be reaping what they have sowed up to this point, but God will preserve them from falling to the Beast.  God will use them to protect the refugees from his hand.  The Jordanians will apparently hate the Beast worse than they hate the Jews.

Revelation 12:16-17 “16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth. 
17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. “
There are reports from the 1967 Six-Day War that tells of whole companies of Arab tanks being swallowed alive by the desert as cracks in the earth would open underneath them.   
Remember the story of Korah who withstood Moses and Aaron in the wilderness.  God did this:  Numbers 16:31-33 “ 31 And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these words, that the ground clave asunder that [was] under them: 32 And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men that [appertained] unto Korah, and all [their] goods. 33 They, and all that [appertained] to them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them: and they perished from among the congregation. “
Quite literally, the earth will quake and open and swallow up the European Union’s armies.  But at this point it might not be so much the European Union’s, but the European Empire under this new dictator emperor.  The European Union is the 7th head of the beast, but the Bible says that the Antichrist’s Kingdom is an 8th Kingdom, and I believe that this is where you see the 10 nations pull out and make an absolute empire.

An earthquake will open up and he will lose part of his army supernaturally.
It will cause him to let them go.  God will protect His remnant.

Now the dragon is stopped from killing these refugees, but go after the remnant of the woman (Israel) that is still left.  Now we see an interesting thing.  He makes war on the remnant with great wrath, but notice that Israel has in this time of Tribulation or Birth Pain or Travail turned unto Jesus Christ as the true Christ!

Note that these are Jewish refugees, but they have been born again.  They keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.  This is what the Tribulation is for.  It is to bring this nation into covenant with God through Jesus Christ.  God has never forsaken Israel.

It has taken all these advents in the world and the Beast desolating the Temple, but they through the witnesses that God has placed there (the 144,000 in the 1st half, and the 2 in the 2nd) turned to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Many will die and some will be spared, but the Dragon goes and makes war with those that he can still get to.

The Dragon or Devil is referenced here, but in the next chapter you see that he does it through his symbolic “son”, the Antichrist.  He will give the authority of the seven crowns to this man.  As the Dragon wears them in Chapter 12, the man Antichrist is given them in Chapter 13.

Interesting:  the remnant of her seed.   There were those who had the testimony of Jesus Christ and keep the commandments of God who were martyred before this out of Israel.  After the man-child (144,000) is caught up, there is a remnant of Messianic Jews or Christianized Jews (they are out of her seed - out of Israel’s seed) that will remain.  He will turn his attention to them and begin their immediate persecution.  Those who do not escape will have to go through great pain and persecution.  These are people who have turned to Christ in this time.
THINGS OCCURRING IN THE TIME OF THE MIDDLE OF THE TRIBULATION AT THE
7TH TRUMPET’S SOUNDING THAT BRINGS GREATER TRIBULATION.
These things are most likely connected to the 7 Thunders.  Jesus declared that things would move very swiftly bringing judgments toward the End Judgment at Armageddon. Many of these things are most likely connected to both the 7 Thunders and the 7th Trumpet as they occur at the same time according to Revelation 10.

· The 7th Trumpet – the Abomination of Desolation

· Temple taken over and Jewish Worship halted
· Antichrist sets his own throne in Temple and a Virtual Reality Image interacts with people and speaks

· The Beast (Antichrist) will take the oil fields of Israel, Sudan, Iran, and Libya

· These are the last useful non-radiated oil fields in the world – total power over nations

· That will make him the dominant financial power in the world

· 7 European countries and his own small country will unite together out of the E.U.

· They will take the 3 nations that they took in the Islamic War along with Israel who are oil-rich

· And together, they will form a world-empire with the Beast as its new emperor

· This is the 8th Kingdom and the last before Jesus returns and destroys all earthly kingdoms

· When the Abomination of Desolation is seen, God moves to rescue the 144,000 who has been evangelizing

· The man-child or 144,000 are caught up (raptured) into God’s 3rd Heaven 

· They are seen right after this in Heaven praising God singing their own song

· Many who have believed on Jesus in Jerusalem and Israel flee Israel for Jordan

· Many are airlifted out as the Antichrist’s European forces close in

· God opens the desert and swallows those forces (probably an earthquake) allowing their escape

· Refugees will be airlifted to Petra and Bozrah, Jordan where they will be safe until the end

· Israel is in the process of a revival as the survivors turn to Jesus Christ

· The angelic war in Heaven finishes at Earth

· Satan and his 1/3 of the angels lose and are bound to the Earth by Michael and the hosts of Heaven

· The universe outside of Earth rejoices at the evil being purged from it

· The worship of God and rejoicing rings throughout both the 2nd and 3rd heavens

· The small amount of fallen angels on this Earth now are multiplied many times 

· All of the many fallen angels in the universe are now stuck on Earth under Satan’s dominion

· Satan gives his cosmos or kingdom of this world into the Beast’s hands

· All those fallen angels are now at the Beast’s use

· The False Prophet will set up the Beast to be worshiped in a new false religion

· Islamic elements to what is occurring – beheading- chances are False Prophet is Mahdi

· Will bring apostate Christianity and Islam and apostate Judaism into new “one religion”

· Satan is the actual recipient of that idolatry

· He will do false miracles and be able to pull powers and fire out of the sky

· He will have them worship the Beast – this ties into the new religious and financial system

· The Mark of the Beast is established to connect you to the financial system – cashless

· Virtual reality Antichrist connects to this computerized world market system
· New religion is connected directly into buying and selling

· Those who rebel will be slaughtered – great deception seducing those on the Earth

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1REVELATION CHAPTER 13

The Antichrist and False Prophet and 666
THIS MARKS THE RISE TO POWER IN GREATER TRIBLULATION OF THE ANTICHRIST AND THE RELIGIOUS AND FINANCIAL POWER THAT HE EXERTS OVER THE WHOLE WORLD.
We have seen Alexander the Great and other leaders likened unto beasts as the empires that they ruled.  Here you see the culmination of those beasts as the great power structure of the “Spirit of Antichrist” given unto this one character as Satan gives him his authority and evil begins its short, but effective reign of terror on the Earth.

Keep in mind that every fallen angel is now on the face of the planet, and Satan (who is king over them all) now takes his authority and gives it to this “Beast”, the Antichrist.  The program to replace every major religion (including the true one), and turn every human survivor into an apostate enemy of God that cannot be redeemed begins.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1INTRODUCTION

We now enter into the Revelation account of this beast that we read of in Daniel.  He is the one who brings the abomination of desolation and have a great rule over this earth for 3 ½ years.  
In some places, he will rule absolutely.  In other locations, he will be at war with them until the end.  However, through his economic system, he will rule everyone who takes his mark.  And to take his mark is to have part of his false religion and forever bring damnation.  He is the Antichrist, not just an Antichrist.  He is the genuine article.
1 John 4:3 “ And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that [spirit] of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. “

1 John 2:18 “ Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. “
2 John 1:7 “ For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. “
THIS IS THE GENUINE ARTICLE - THE COMING ANTICHRIST:   2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 
2 Thessalonians 2:8 (NAS) “ 8 And then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; “
The spirit of Antichrist was in the world in John’s day.  The word Antichrist means “another Christ”.  And although the concept of the beast in Revelation, the ultimate Antichrist is the perverted opposite of Jesus Christ, it is the fact that Satan is offering “another Christ” in place of Jesus Christ.

He is coming, and if the signs of the seasons of the last days are any indicators then he is already a man and probably someone of power and prestige even now.  He will not be really revealed before the church is removed from the Earth (2 Thessalonians 2:7), and so it is not beneficial to try and figure out who it is.  You can tell a lot about him and his background, but his identity will be masked.

There is an idea given to us here.  That just as there are three that bear witness in Heaven, the Father, the Son or Word, and the Holy Spirit who is the One God revealed in three persons, so Satan in his mockery of God has created the same structure with an unholy trinity.  In this blasphemy, Satan stands as the Father, and his son is the Beast or Antichrist, and the False Prophet stands in the work of the Holy Spirit.  
Revelation 13:1 “ 1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. “

Because of the Greek wording, there is some debate on if it is the Dragon that stands on the sand of the sea, or it is John.  The “I” is added because it is thought to be implied by some translators, however it is not completely clear if its speaking of the Dragon continuing from chapter 12, or John on the sand.  
Either it is John on the sand watching this beast rise up, or John is watching the dragon waiting for the beast to rise out of the sea to give him his power (this is more in context with what occurs).  It could apparently go either way. The KJV assumes that it was John, and the older NAS (1977 version) says “he”, and the NIV and the updated NASB says the “dragon”.  This is assumed since in the previous verse it was talking about the dragon.

Revelation 13:1 (NASB )  “And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names. “
Daniel has the same imagery in speaking of people and empires rising up out of the sea of humanity and nations.  Nations and leaders come and go and are like a sea throughout time and space, but there are notable ones and sometimes they rise up to prominence out of the norm around them.  

Some have suggested another possibility that the “sea” refers to the “abyss” or deep.  Indeed it does say that this person will “ascend” out of the bottomless pit (abussos in Revelation 11:7; 17:8), where only fallen angels are bound.  But he also is given the “heart of a man” was given to “it”, and it stood on 2 legs as a man in Daniel 7:4.  It is like he seems like a man and is given a man’s heart, but never loses his “beast” nature.  In Daniel, he is an “it”.  He does have a nature that comes from the abyss, and it almost sounds like the Dragon is waiting from him to arise out of the abyss to give him his power.
Revelation 11:7 “ 7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. “
Revelation 17:8 “ The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.   

Although this is definitely the same “Beast” or Antichrist, the idea of the sea being the “abyss” is probably wrong.  It is more connected to the same sea of nations and humanity seen in Daniel’s account.
This is the same symbols seen in Daniel 7:24 and Revelation 17:8-12.  The 7 heads are 7 world empires, and the 10 horns are 10 kings or 10 nations who give the Antichrist great enough power to form a separate 8th Empire of these 10 nations (and his own small nation) in one hour.  Satan had control of these powers (it is the spirit of this world that controls the political powers of humanity) in the last chapter, and he gives it to the Beast here.
This is a “beast”.  The beasts of Daniel (which this is a direct reference to) were both the empires and the leaders who led them to greatness and sadly to great evil.  They became “beasts”, and their works were destructive accordingly.  

The 7 mountains of Revelation 17 have been thought for generations to have some connection with the city or Rome, which is the city of 7 hills.  Many have tried to connect the Roman Catholic Church because of this, but it is not being honest with the text.  The mountains are the same as the heads.  They are world empires ruled by the spirit of Antichrist from Egypt to the European Union.  Having said that, there will be a real connection to the corrupted Roman Catholic Church (along with every major religious group that is left behind in the Tribulation) and this new False Religion of the Antichrist.

He will try to bring Muslims, Jews (who will bow to him and take his Mark), and Apostate Christians (who were left behind) together into a one-world religion.  There are several real possibilities how that he will accomplish this, but keep in mind that his friend the False Prophet is performing miracles and that the world will be tired after comet strikes and nuclear war.  People will be tired of the Islamic Jihadists and want something to stop them.
So, Catholics who are there then will be a part of what he is doing, but the 7 Mountains are explained as the 7 Kingdoms.  It explains its own symbolism, which we shall explore in chapter 17.
Each head has “the name of blasphemy” on them.  I think that this is ignored a lot of times from its strangeness.  But each of these heads represents an empire which stood in this Antichrist-spirit and opposed the people of God.  Historically, they are Egypt, Assyria, Babylonia, Persia, Greece, Rome, and European Union.  But together like this, they represent the kosmos of world system that Satan rules behind the scenes, or Antichrist.

On his heads (plural) is a name (singular) of blasphemy.  The very nature of his power will be blasphemous to God which suggests more than just political power, but a “false religious” power as well.  This name will be explored with some Hebrew coding as 666 in a moment.  His name is 666, and it is not only shows him to be the enemy of God, but he claims to be god himself.
It is like the official seals (on the heads) of these kingdoms are literally “blasphemy”.  The Antichrist is seen both in Daniel and Revelation speaking great words against God.  He is the embodiment of blasphemy.  He wants to be worshiped as God and speaks literally against God and the things of God.

What is the “name of blasphemy”?  Is it his name?  Is it the name of the new religion he establishes?
The horns have crowns, but the heads have names of blasphemy.  BLASPHEMY is the Greek blas-phe-meia, which is to speak evil of that which is holy.  It is to vilify God.  It is to say that God and what God says is evil.  It is a total affront to the Lord and a challenge to God and His authority.   You can also speak of something evil and claim it to be holy, and that is blasphemous because it says that God is evil or useless.

To speak evil of God and what is God and His Word is to blaspheme.  To use His name in a curse or to injure is also blasphemy.  God is holy, and when you invoke His name, you are calling on Him.  If you do it in a curse or to hurt someone, then God will not hold you blameless.  It is blasphemous.  IT MAKES YOU THE ENEMY OF GOD.
Revelation 13:2 “ And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority. “

Satan is giving this person “Antichrist” his power/authority over this world system.  He takes on the attributes of the Beasts of Daniel and different empires of the past and installs them into this one Beast or Antichrist.  
· He attains the military prowess of Alexander the Great who became so powerful so quickly that it seemed supernatural in his ability.  Perhaps it was.

· He will be a conqueror like Alexander.  In fact, he is “like” the leopard and his personality and works will be similar to Alexander the Great.    

· He attains the feet of the bear of Persia.  They had massive armies that put down rebellions and became difficult to resist from their very size and strength.  They tended to crush rebellions instead of negotiate.

· He attains the “mouth” of Babylon.  Babylon, who is the foundation of occultism and riches and golden splendor and all its lusts are carried by the words of this Antichrist.  

Here you see the same symbols of the powers of the kingdoms of Daniel 7.  He is mostly “like” a leopard.  He is mostly like Alexander the Great of Greece.  He will be the greatest military general of all time, and will conquer quickly.  I do not know if this means that he is young like Alexander, but his prowess will be similar.  Alexander had the delusion that he was a god as well.  Perhaps both are results of hybrid tampering and nephilim.  
It is interesting that you see the dragon giving his power to one like the leopard (Alexander-like).  No wonder the symbolism of this prophetic vision scares many who try to read it.  

Quickly... he’s like the leopard (Alexander and Greece), and has the feet (moving or it’s foundation) as the feet of the bear (Persia or the ancient Iran), and the mouth of a lion (Babylonian or Assyrian... ancient Iraq).  These are the visions of he empires of Daniel 7.  He is given the powerbase of these ancient empires here at one time.  

Remember, although you see different traits of the other beasts, this is the diverse beast which was different from all the others before it in Daniel 7.  In fact, the man here who is given this authority is the “little horn” of Daniel 7 who is a part of the “Roman” beast with iron teeth which devoured the whole earth.
Comparison to Daniel 7’s Beasts (especially 4th) and Revelation’s Antichrist
DANIEL 7

Comes up out of the sea – 7:3

10 Horns – 7:7, 24

Seen as a person of a nation – 7:8, 24
3rd Beast was a leopard (Alexander) -7:6

Stomps his feet -7:7

2nd Beast was a Bear -7:5

1st Beast was a lion (Babylon) – 7:4

Great Iron Teeth -7:7

Persecutes the Saints of God -7:21

Blasphemous -7:25

Reign is time, times, and a half -7:25

Defeated by God at Kingdom of God -7:21-27
REVELATION

Comes up out of the Sea -13:1

7 Heads and 10 Horns -13:1; 17:12

Beast seen as a person who rules 17:12-13; 19:12-13

Like a leopard as Alexander was – 13:2

Feet of a bear -13:2

Mouth of a lion -13:2

Persecutes the Saints (not church) -11:7; 13:7
Blasphemous – 13:1, 5

Power is given to the Beast 42 months – 13:5
Defeated by God at Kingdom of God – 19:11-20:6
Each account clarifies the other although written almost 550 years apart – it is about the same Last Days Event

He will give him his throne (seat).  That means that the Antichrist will become the prince of this world and control this world system and the demonic hordes and fallen angels that manipulate man so well.  He will give him great authority.  Do you remember what the Devil offered Jesus in the wilderness?  This is what he will give this Antichrist.  For 3 ½ years, he will destroy.
Although he is likened in nature more to Alexander, he is actually out of the terrible Beast with iron teeth that was the Roman Empire.  The European Union is his home and he is a European leader.  It is very probable that he might have a Muslim background, but he will be from a lesser country in Europe.  He is the “little horn”.
As Rome had no mercy and wound up being the Empire that put Jesus Christ to death, so shall he be a persecutor of those who both are born-again Christians (Saints), and Jews (those of the house of Israel).  Rome was the worst persecutor of Christians and Jews until the 20th Century when Communists, Nazis, and Muslims actually martyred more.  But Rome held the record for a long time.

Revelation 13:3 “And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. “
The text does not say that the Antichrist will be shot in the head.  It says that “one of his heads” was wounded unto death.  The heads here means the same thing that they did in Daniel and later in Revelation 17.  They are the kingdoms or empires from Egypt to Europe.  This symbol is explained, and it is not the man’s head.

The 6th Head was the Roman Empire.  In Daniel 7, you see the little horn (Antichrist) coming out of that Roman Empire.  In Daniel 9:27, you see the same coming prince (Antichrist) being of the same people who destroy Jerusalem and the Temple.  That would be Rome in A.D. 70.  

But wait!  Rome fell!  Generally speaking, in A.D. 395, Rome divided and fell.  It could be argued that a divided form of it existed until A.D. 476 when the Western Empire fell.  If you stretched it as far as it stretches, the Byzantine or Eastern Empire (a religious theocracy) fell in 1453 when Constantine XI died.  The truth is that it died in the fourth century.  
THE HEAD OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE HAD A WOUND UNTO DEATH.  IT DIED.  YET, IT EXISTS AGAIN TODAY!

This is a wonder to the world, and it will soon be moreso after the events of the first half of the Tribulation.  Rome fell and yet, it is a Roman prince or leader which will arise and become an emperor of a mixed kingdom of European and Islamic nations.  How can that be if Rome fell?  
There were two former attempts to raise another Roman Empire.  Napoleon had dreams of establishing control over all of Europe, and in fact made a lot of progress in doing so, but it was not the right time.  Adolf Hitler in the 1930’s and 1940’s almost did establish a New Rome in the form of the Third Reich.  
THIS WAS HIS GOAL.  The first was the Holy Roman Empire (962-1806), the second was the German Empire (1871-1918), and his was the Third German Empire that he wanted to become a true ROMAN EMPIRE to rule all of Europe, and then the world.  At a terrible cost, he was stopped.  It was not time yet.
But after World War II, efforts of the new United Nations (whose one function is to bring in this new one-world government of the Antichrist) and efforts by 6 European Nations (Belgium, Luxemburg, West Germany, the Netherlands, France, and Italy) to fortify their economic power signed the Treaty of Rome in 1957.  The seeds were planted for the birth of the European Common Market which would lead to the European Union.  They are the United States of Europe and are moving closer and closer to being a true Empire.
ROME WAS WOUNDED UNTO DEATH, BUT WAS HEALED AND BECAME THE 7TH HEAD – THE EUROPEAN UNION.

Revelation 13:3 (AMP) “ And one of his heads seemed to have a deadly wound. But his death stroke was healed; and the whole earth went after the beast in amazement and admiration. “
Daniel 9:27 “ And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make [it] desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. “
The treaty that he will have with Israel will allow him to negotiate and then force Russia and those Islamic forces out of Israel after the world war turns nuclear between the USA and allies and Russia and their allies.  That is the negotiation that you see occurring between the two kings in Daniel 11.  He will use it to take control of the oil fields of Iran, Sudan, and Libya along with the ocean of oil under Israel.  He will make Jerusalem his command center and put religion and financial power together.

The American Market is destroyed.  The USA is destroyed by both natural forces and nuclear war.  The Japanese Market is destroyed by the invasion of China.  The European Market is all that is left, and when the Antichrist takes these lands, he will control all the viable oil fields left in the world.
The word wonder in Greek is thaumazo which means to marvel at or have in “great admiration”.   This man who will take peace-keeping forces into Israel and the Middle East and Africa will take the forces of the E.U. and astound the world in how that he becomes the greatest power left standing.
They will marvel at the speed that he has personally gained power, and he will gain financial control of the world, and politically control a lot of it.  He will become the most powerful man on Earth in one day.
Revelation 13:4  “ And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who [is] like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? “
As we worship Yahweh (God the Father) through Jesus Christ (John 14:6), so shall Satan (the Dragon) will be worshiped through the worship of the Antichrist (the Beast).  They become Devil Worshipers, although it will look more like a New Age religion or “spirituality” instead.  It will be a new label with a stronger delusion, but the same old false religion.
The Greek word for worship here is proskuneo which means not just to worship, but to “kiss the hand” in reverence, or to fall down before someone in obeisance.  Some have made connections to Islam through this.
The Dragon gains the worship of the world through this false religion of the Antichrist who places his image in the Temple as if he is god.  He gave the power to the Beast and gains all the honor they pay him.

They will worship the Beast.  He will become a false Christ, the Antichrist.  Antichrist means literally “another Christ”.  He will blaspheme and act and stand as god while leading people to destruction.  Many in Israel will accept him no matter his religious heritage because he will save them from the Muslims and Russians.  But he destroys more through peace than war.
He will be markedly different to where the world sees that he is different from everyone else.  There is a connection to the False Prophet and signs from the heavens that not only causes men’s hearts to fail, but convinces people of a great deception where they will worship this person as if he was a god.  
THERE IS A WORLD-WIDE DELUSION WHICH CAUSES A FASCINATION WITH THIS PERSON.  People will see what they need in this troubled time.  What is also occurring that gives him such wide deceptive appeal?

The world wonders who is able to make war with the Beast?  They see him as a modern-day Alexander the Great who has such great power that he is fearful to face in battle.  However, there will be several who will challenge him militarily.  Russia will face him but back down.  However they will come back to challenge him at the end.  
China will be moving steadily moving westward toward Israel, and they will challenge him at the end as well.

HE WILL CONTROL THE OIL.  HE WILL CONTROL THE NEW CASHLESS MONETARY SYSTEM.  HE WILL BE ALSO A KIND OF MYSTICAL CHARACTER with a new religion that swallows up other religions.  

Revelation 13:5 “ And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty [and] two months. “
There is something odd about the wording about this character both from Daniel and by John.  It is said that a heart of a man is given to him in Daniel 7:4, and here the mouth was given to him speaking great things and blasphemies.  If the process both of these passages are conveying are related or not is unclear.
It is interesting that he is said earlier to have the mouth of a lion in verse 2, and now it is said that it is given to him a mouth speaking great things.  We are not told who gives it to him, but it is reasonable to think that it is the dragon since he is giving him this authority.  HE IS GIVEN A POWER OF HYPNOTIC SPEECH AT THIS POINT.  
He was a negotiator before and was in charge of European armies, but now his powers become mystical and he is able to speak much greater things and blasphemies.  HE HAS GAINED A NEW INFLUENTIAL POWER BY WORDS.
He claims great things and has a greater delusional power than Adolf Hitler, for he will mesmerize the world to a great degree.  One wonders what kind of supernatural or preternatural things are occurring on the side to convince people of a messianic nature, when he is actually a Beast.  

Revelation 13:5 (AMP) “ And the beast was given the power of speech, uttering boastful and blasphemous words, and he was given freedom to exert his authority and to exercise his will during forty-two months (three and a half years). “

He’s given special power of speech to speak blasphemies.  He speaks evil of God and true holy things, and proclaims himself to be holy instead.  He is Satan’s spokesman and has the lying power to seduce most of the world.  After he saves Israel from Russia and their Islamic invaders with his military, then he follows to take control of the Temple and pervert the worship.
Daniel 7:8 “ I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn [were] eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things. 

Daniel 7:11 “ I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld [even] till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame. 

Daniel 11:36 “ And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done. “
This is a major part of the 7th Trumpet.   He breaks that peace treaty (Daniel 9:27), and will continue 3 ½ years or 42 months.  He will have the power to do these things for the next 3 ½ years until the Day of the Lord

Revelation 13:6 “ And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. “
He blasphemes God, and God’s name, and the Temple of God, and even the saints and angels.

Are those taken in the rapture of the church maligned or lied about at this point?  It isn’t just God that he is blaspheming, but he is instituting a new religion using the Temple and speaking against (or perhaps even trying to use) those who are in Heaven.

He has already blasphemed, but now he takes a direct bead on the Lord God and blasphemes Him and those who belong to Him.  He has no shame, no fear of God, and according to biblical definition is a FOOL acting as if God is not real and will not judge.  In fact, he has the most horrific judgment given in the Bible for his trouble.

HE IS EVIL, AND WILL CONVINCE PEOPLE THAT GOD AND ALL THAT IS HOLY IS EVIL.  HE IS TOTALLY DECEPTIVE.

There are a number of Last Days movements right now that are preparing this delusion and takeover by pure evil over the world’s minds.  The belief of some that Rahmat Ahmad Maitreya is walking the Earth now points to the warning of Jesus about False Christs and False Prophets in the Last Days.  A psychic (Benjamin Crème) has supposedly been channeling Maitreya for years giving his messages on the Internet.  Maitreya is Buddhist and believed to be a future prophetic messiah figure.  However, it has been corrupted by more occult ideas over the generations.  

Oddly, some connect this , and some connect Maitreya to the Islamic Mahdi mixing Buddhist and  occult magical and Islamic beliefs.  Certain Shiite Muslims believe that the Mahdi is walking among us now ready to be revealed any day.  Once again, there is this mixture of Persian Occult ideas with this radical form if Islam.  One of our generation’s greatest Mahdi promoters, President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad of Iran has just lost his number one cabinet advisors who was arrested for sorcery (Abbas Ghaffari) for this practice of invoking djinns and demons in order to control the population.  The president claims to have met the Mahdi, which considering all things might well be the coming False Prophet.  That which was considered too weird to consider now becomes reasonable.
The oddest turn in the past 20 years has been the emergence of the UFO cults that have instilled in their false doctrines predictions that take into the rapture and this time of Tribulation.  The increased numbers in so-called abduction experiences (4% of Americans have described the same “demonic” experience that is being blamed on extraterrestrials-12.3 million people in the USA alone) and UFO sightings (they have increased exponentially to where they are now common) give weight to these New Age groups.  
Several of these groups claim that Jesus and Buddha were actually ascended masters who were sent to us from other planets and returned there.  They claim that they will return again in a time when the world is going through great tribulation and that one of the signs of this time is when those who are a problem to the ascension to this planet are “beamed up” to the motherships “in a moment, in a twinkling of an eye”.  Other groups claim that the ones who will disappear will be those who are already in a higher spiritual state and have ascended to a higher plane.  The False Prophet will take advantage of the “rapture” and use it to further this false belief.
If “alien” ships became open and they backed this man Antichrist, it would go far in making people recant their religious and faith beliefs and accept this new false religion.  As outrageous as this sounds, it fits in with the other signs in the heavens and the calling down of fire by the False Prophet.  Several of these New Age modern false prophets are already claiming to channel these UFO beings.

Something supernatural will be put in play here.  We are being mentally prepared to accept an “alien” presence.  What if they are not so much extraterrestrial, but instead pan-dimensional?  What if they are fallen angels and demonic manifestations much as what you see before and after the Flood when the sons of God came unto the daughters of men.  We will soon see that the biblical text leaves little room for doubt that the Antichrist and False Prophet are both nephilim and not true-blooded human beings.  There is real reason to consider this.
WHAT IF THE ISLAMIC ANTICHRIST (THE MAHDI) TURNS OUT TO BE ONE OF THESE PSYCHIC SORCERERS WHO BRIDGE THE CONNECTION FROM ISLAM, OCCULTISM, AND UFOs?  The truth is that UFO abductions and many of the unexplained sightings are manifestations of pandimensional angel (many fallen) like biblical chariots of angels.  These are signs in the heavens in the Last Days.  What if there is a man so demonized that he can bridge people’s beliefs in UFOs and this occultism and Islam.  There is even the Jewish Cult of Kabbalah (Gnostics) that would embrace these ideas.  Gnostic Christians (an oxymoron) would also embrace this.
It is interesting that he attacks the “Tabernacle” in particular.  The portable tent of worship that they took with them as they wandered the wilderness.  It was where the presence and glory of God manifested to Israel.  Our bodies are literally the tabernacle of God which holds the “Holy Spirit” if we are born again.  And the time that is coming after the Tribulation when Jesus returns is commemorated by the Feast of Tabernacles where God lives with us and is among us.  In context, it is probably speaking of the place of worship in Heaven. 
Revelation 13:7 “ And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. “
He makes war with the saints on the Earth and overcomes them.  These are “saints” or saved and made holy by the blood of Jesus Christ.   But they are not the church.  The church is the “body of Christ”, which has the authority of Jesus on planet Earth.  The catching away of the church (the rapture) has removed the church up out of the Earth.  

According to Matthew 25 (the 10 Virgins), half of the church will be ready and go and half will be lukewarm and not have enough oil (spirit of God) in their lives and will be left behind (although they will hear the call to come to the Marriage Supper).  Half of the church will be left behind.  They will get the oil, but the door will be closed to them.

They account for a large amount of the martyrs that are slaughtered at the beginning of the Tribulation.  They are Saints, but they are not the Church.  Jesus told us to watch and pray always that we could be accounted worthy to escape all these things in the Tribulation.  Luke 21:36 “ Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. “
THE CHURCH HAS AUTHORITY OR KEYS TO THE KINGDOM.  THE GATES OF HELL SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST JESUS’ CHURCH.  THE CHURCH HAS POWER (KEYS-AUTHORITY) OVER THE GATES OF HELL.
Matthew 16:18 “ And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. “

1 John 4:4 “ Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. “
Romans 8:37 “ Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. “

Through all the persecution from the time of the Apostles until now, people have been martyred at times for their faith, but they have always had victory and in fact thrived in persecution.  They will not thrive during this time.  The power of the church is really the authority of Jesus Christ on the Earth.  When the church is caught up to heaven, that authority will be lifted and this is what will allow the Antichrist to rise in power and be revealed.

2 Thessalonians 2:7-8 “ 7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.   8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: “

The resistance from the church has been removed, and Satan has given to his hand this world system and given to him the power needed to prevail and overcome the Saints.  Many shall die horribly at this time, and all suffer persecution.  He will for 42 months, have the power to persecute and overcome the Saints.  Many times, the best that a Christian Believer will be able to do during this time is be willing to die for Jesus Christ.  Some will escape to the end though.
Daniel 7:21 “ I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; “

Daniel 7:25 “ And he shall speak [great] words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. “
Some of these Saints suffering these persecutions were backslidden lukewarm Christians who were left behind at the beginning of the Tribulation.  Some became believers due to the witness of those just spoken of, or by the evangelism of the 144,000 (the man-child from the nation of Israel).  Some are being born again from the witness of those saved above, or by the ministry of the 2 Witnesses who are bringing the judgments of God to bear on the Earth (the 2 Prophets).  These saints have become converted in this time and he will make war with them and try to annihilate them from the face of the Earth.  
Power or authority was given unto him over everyone on the earth.  He will not be a king over all the Earth, since he is in war from this point until the end.  But through this economic and religious system of buying and selling, he will be given authority over every person of the Earth.

Daniel 7:23 “ Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. “

Even though he is at war throughout the Tribulation with a number of nations, he exercises control through both religion and the new cashless monetary system that the world is forced to adopt.  He will devour the whole Earth in a very real way.  He rules through THE MARK.
Revelation 13:8 “ And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. “
There will be a worship of this BEAST.  They will worship this man (beast) as if he were a god.  
FACT:  ANYONE WHO DOES NOT RECEIVE JESUS CHRIST WILL WORSHIP THE BEAST AND TAKE THE MARK.  

Unless you have Jesus Christ and the presence of the Holy Spirit in you, then you will be deluded and deceived into worshiping the Beast.  At the point that you take the MARK OF THE BEAST, YOU ARE DAMNED.
The world will be filled with REPROBATES who rejoice at their own wickedness and hate GOD.  

If you don’t have Jesus really in your heart at this time, then you will give into the deceptive power of the last days. 
There’s a theological hot spot here.  There is no doubt in how you interpret the main point of the scripture, but there is a point about the line, from the foundation of the world.  Depending upon how you look on it, and what translation you are using, one way it looks like the Lamb who was slain from the foundation of the world, and the other is those who have their names written from the foundation of the world.

Actually, both concepts are found in scripture.  
1 Peter 1:19-20 “ 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, “

Hebrews 4:3 “ For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. “

Ephesians 1:4 “ According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: “
I found Robertson’s Word Pictures debating this same dilemma and coming to the same conclusion that I did.  Both are accurate and could be what is meant here.  But it is more likely that the phrase “from the foundation of the world” agrees with the word for “slain”.  So, it is more likely talking about Christ who is the Eternal God being slain before the foundation of the world. The ETERNAL LOGOS OF GOD created time and is not bound by it.
He was eternally the Savior slain for us before the creation and time.
Revelation 13:9-10 “ 9 If any man have an ear, let him hear. 
10 He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints. “
If you will listen with spiritual ears, then you will understand.  This is important!
Those who had brought slavery will become slaves themselves.  They will reap what they have sown.  What they have used on others will bring the same kind of judgment upon themselves.  This is a time of judgment.  

Those who live by the sword and enjoy killing and war, must themselves die by war and be killed themselves.  The very kind of weapon that they enjoy using on others shall be used against them.  

HERE IS THE VENGEANCE AND JUSTICE OF GOD!  God will avenge those of the Saints who are being butchered and used, and those who have in evil destroyed and tried to enslave the Saints shall now be enslaved and killed by their own devices.  THE PERSECUTORS WILL HAVE THEIR OWN DEVICES USED AGAINST THEM.  Matthew 7:2 “ For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. “
The thing that gives the saints the hope and endurance and keeps their faith in all the things that they must go through is knowing that all that has been done to them will be brought back on their oppressors.  Romans 12:19 (NASB)  Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The False Prophet
The Second Beast
This beast comes up out of the Earth instead of the Sea
Revelation 13:11 “ And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. “
Like the Antichrist, this is also a BEAST.  There is some question about if he is purely human or not because both he and the Antichrist share a fate together different than the rest of humanity.  All of the wicked dead of humanity must stand before God in the Great White Throne Judgment, but the False Prophet and Antichrist both are cast “alive” into the Lake of Fire over a thousand years BEFORE the Devil or anyone else.  Revelation 19:20 “And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.“
HIS RISING UP IS DIFFERENT THAN THE ANTICHRIST’s.  As other leaders in Daniel, the Antichrist rises up out of the sea, but this one rises up out of the Earth.  THE FALSE PROPHET IS A MYSTICAL LEADER WITH SUPERNATURAL POWERS unlike the Antichrist.
Interestingly, back in Daniel 7:  the 4 beasts spoken of there (4 empires – Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome) first rose up out of the sea in 7:3, and then when the interpretation is given is said to rise up out of the Earth in verse 7:17.  Having said that, there is a definite difference made in these 2 Beasts here in Revelation 13.  This is a person (not necessarily totally human though), and he is called a “Beast”. 
The Antichrist is a military and political leader.  The False Prophet is a religious and mystical leader.

Their origins are apparently different, and yet they share the same coming damnation together.

The Antichrist’s main power is his voice and power to seduce and delude.  The False Prophet is capable of false miracles and can call fire down from heaven.  There are differences.

Note that this beast is not likened unto a nation or empire.  It breaks from the Daniel Pattern of the beast being an empire and the horns being kings.  In this case, it is a person and that person is being described in metaphorical ways that explains his nature.
THE FALSE PROPHET RISES UP OUT OF THE EARTH, and not the sea.  As the Antichrist rises up through the sea of nations and peoples as all the other leaders and nations did, this one comes from a more common background.  He will probably be a common man coming from the Earth with nothing notable about his origins.
He will have the appearance of a little lamb.  He will seem like he is innocent and will seem harmless to outward appearances.  He will not seem dangerous at all, and might even be soft-spoken and seemingly gentle as a LAMB would be.  He has 2 horns, and (although there is the sheep-like connotation) horns usually mean power.
You see here a PARODY of Jesus Christ as the Lamb and a PARODY of the Holy Spirit by its works.

People have tried to make the Pope or the Mahdi the Antichrist for a long time.  But the Antichrist is a political leader who will be hailed as god.  But he will be a military and political leader with a power to his tongue.  But he will not be a religious or mystical leader like Maitreya, or a religious leader as the Pope or the Islamic Mahdi.  

THE FALSE PROPHET IS THE RELIGIOUS/MYSTICAL LEADER.  THIS IS THE ONE MOST LIKELY TO BE THE MAHDI OR POPE.  NEW AGERS LIKE MAITREYA OR THE UFO CULT LEADER RAEL OF THE RAELIANS ARE IN THE RUNNING ALSO.
He will appear as a lamb.  He will seem lovable and harmless as a little lamb.  His words will appear to be pleasant.  He might even appear as attractive, much as a cute little lamb.  Even though he is a direct spokesman for Satan, nobody will fear him at all.  They will listen to him as he leads them to destruction.  
HE WILL APPEAR AS A PROPHET OF GOD AND GOOD, BUT HE SPEAKS WITH THE VOICE OF THE DRAGON (SATAN).
In the unholy trinity, this one impersonates the role of the Holy Spirit.  As the true Holy Spirit reveals Jesus and His Word, so the FALSE PROPHET will glorify the ANTICHRIST and speak the word of the DRAGON.
He has two horns like a lamb, but he is not a lamb.  He could very well be the POPE trying for the role of a humble lamb in God’s sheepfold.  The Mahdi is usually thought of as more militant, but he would also fit this role nicely.  The UFO Cult Leaders and Nostradamus-styled false prophets as Maitreya fits well in here.  It will be someone who will lead people from the truth to this False Religion that actually worships the DRAGON and the BEAST.
He comes across like a lamb, but he is a dragon in sheep’s clothing.  He pretends to be humble and holy, and he will show lying signs and wonders, but he is promoting an idolatrous religion that promotes the first beast as god.  
· The Islamic Mahdi is supposed to come for 7 years up to the Day of Judgment.

· He is supposed to work alongside of Jesus to rid the world of wrongdoing and injustice.

· This connection to Jesus might be the thing that allows the Muslims and Jews and Christians to work together toward a common one-world religion.  Jesus was a Jew, and the thought that they work together might bring the Islamic world into the mind-set of working together.  Sadly, it would be for a servant of Satan if so.

· He will have the same name as Muhammad and is supposed to have descended from him.

· He will be a fore-runner to Jesus’ Islamic Rule, which means he might be saying that the Antichrist is Jesus somehow.

· He will establish the Caliphate, which might explain why so many Christian believers are being martyred through beheading.

He will be the one that will cause or inspire the worship of the first beast.  The world will wonder after the Antichrist and he will speak great things.  But the supernatural end of the miracles will come through the False Prophet.  Most commentators of Revelation miss this.

Revelation 13:12 “ And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. “
Revelation 13:12 (AMP) “ He exerts all the power and right of control of the former beast in his presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell upon it to exalt and deify the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed, and to worship him.”

Revelation 13:12 (NET) “ He exercised all the ruling authority38 of the first beast on his behalf, and made the earth and those who inhabit it worship the first beast, the one whose lethal wound had been healed.”

He will exercise “ALL” the authority of the Antichrist on behalf of the Antichrist.  He is like some Governmental High Priest in a New Age Theocracy.  It reminds me of the power the Ayatollahs have in Iran.  Their Constitution allows them to have power that supersedes the President’s.    
He will exercise “RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY” to force people on the Earth to take the Mark of the Beast and worship the Beast.  There is going to be a blending of world finances with this Last Days Religion that will be enforced by governments and also supernatural mystical means through this character.

TEAM OF EVIL:  People many times overlook the 2nd Beast and spend all their time on the Antichrist.  But the Antichrist has to have this mystical character and his demonic powers operating in order to carry out his plans.  

His position of power will be mighty, which is why he has been thought to be someone like the Pope or the Mahdi.  The humble roots could fit either of those.  If you did have some supernatural manifestations like UFOs landing openly and this man channeled them and spoke for them, then that would explain much.
He will have the same level of authority and power as the “leader” himself and he will operate in his name.  In a perverted sense, as the Holy Spirit operates in and through the name of Jesus, so shall this Anti-Spiritual Beast operate in the name of the False Messiah.   These scriptures seem to show a messenger of Satan himself posing in the image of an innocent spiritual leader.

HE IS CONNECTED TO THE EUROPEAN UNION.  The Beast whose deadly wound was healed – not only the E.U., but the Antichrist who came from it.  The fact that it mentions it here shows some kind of connection in the events that lead the Antichrist to come out of the E.U. and begin his own separate 8th Empire.

THE FACTORS IN THE CREATION OF THIS NEW EMPIRE AND POWER BASE IS:  OIL, RELIGIOUS MYSTICISM, HYPNOTIC POWERS OF THE ANTICHRIST TO DELUDE, SUPERNATURAL POWERS OF THIS RELIGIOUS LEADER (FALSE PROPHET), AND CONTROL OF EUROPE’S ARMIES.

The False Prophet uses supernatural powers and demons to convince people of their mystical reality and then uses that influence to convince the world to deify the Antichrist.  He says that this is man is god or at least part god and he is the one who will save us all (a messiah).  That is why we have to look at what signs are pointing to.

There is nothing wrong with signs as long as they glorify the true and living God, but the Enemy is capable of doing supernatural things with demons as well.  Demons are spiritual and sometimes we forget that.  When you consider how powerful they will become when every fallen angel in the universe winds up on Earth at the same time, the False Prophet will be given a “lot” of mystical power (especially since there is no church to resist it).
But this rising empire will use demonic powers to enforce their government upon the world.  It will be a time of incredible spiritual darkness.  The demonic power will give this False Prophet the authority to not only promote the Antichrist as their false god, but also put him in the position that he can act as a real political power himself.
Alexander the Great had a belief that this being will have, that he was a god and descended from “gods”.  It is really possible that some of these leaders were descended from Fallen Angels as nephilim (the Fallen Ones – sometimes translated giants because a lot of them were).  When you look at the Pharaohs and the kings of Sumerian lore and see what was really fathering some of these leaders, you understand that scripture in Genesis 6 that this is the source of myths and legends.
The Beast that ascends out of the Abyss shows that he has the heritage of a Fallen Angel that was allowed out to father him (possibly Abaddon/Semjaza).  The fact that he denies the god of his fathers (ancestors) shows that he has a human heritage as well.  That is what a nephilim is.  It is a human/fallen angelic hybrid that is cursed by its nature.
ALL true mankind must stand before God in judgment.  Hebrews 9:27 “ And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: “

The righteous stand before the Bema Seat of Christ and receive rewards.  The unrighteous dead will stand before God (Great White Throne Judgment) after the 2nd Resurrection after the 1000 years and be judged before being cast into the Lake of Fire.  

Revelation 20:10-11 “ 10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.    11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. “

Revelation 20:15 “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”

This same delusion of godhood is a part of this warped system of the Last Days.  The False Prophet is his personal priest who convinces the world through demonic deception that this guy is a true god and deserving to be in the Temple and worshiped.  They will claim that this new religion will stop all religious hatred and wars, but it will damn the soul without remedy.
During this time of “tribulation”, the ideas of democracy will be replaced by this form of absolute theocratic tyranny.  The world will be so shattered and wounded that it will reach out to the one seemingly with the answers for them, and he will hook them as you do a fish and unless they have Jesus, they will not escape their doom.

This will be an earth-wide religion, which suggests that supernatural things are occurring everywhere lending weight to their claims.  Not everyone will give in, for many will be martyred and some will survive into the 1000 years without his mark.  But the scope of this religion will be world-wide.  It will incorporate all the major religions in the world to cause a great compromise to make him seem like god.

He will (according to Daniel) worship a god of forces or fortresses:

Daniel 11:38 “ But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things. “
Daniel 11:36-39 (NASB) 36“Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will speak monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will prosper until the indignation is finished, for that which is decreed will be done. 37“He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the desire of women, nor will he show regard for any other god; for he will magnify himself above them all. 38“But instead he will honor a god of fortresses, a god whom his fathers did not know; he will honor him with gold, silver, costly stones and treasures. 39“He will take action against the strongest of fortresses with the help of a foreign god; he will give great honor to those who acknowledge him and will cause them to rule over the many, and will parcel out land for a price.
His false religion will show no regard for any other god.  He will particularly hate Jesus Christ and the true and living God. He will incorporate different religions into his own which is why he has more than one tabernacle according to Daniel.  
An opinion: I believe that he will rebuild the Jewish Temple next to the Dome of the Rock Mosque and will build a wall between them.  Then he will take over both religions and their activities and declare himself as god and put his image in both places (Virtually as in virtual reality).  He will speak to them and in the guise of bringing peace between them, set himself up as god.
Revelation 13:13 “ And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, “
A wicked and adulterous generation seeks a sign, according to Jesus Christ in Matthew 16.  He made the point that the only sign given to that particular generation was that of Jonah which He would fulfill by being dead for 3 days and night and then raising from the dead.  
The sign of Jesus Christ, the risen savior is the sign that the Kingdom of God is here.  When we seek things beyond Jesus and His Word, then we are setting ourselves up to be deceived as the world is going to be deceived in these Last Days as a Great Delusion takes hold.  

You have to be careful what a sign is pointing to for that is as important as the miracle (real or false) that is being performed.  Jesus performed wonderful miracles that healed and helped and moved and pointed toward God and our repentance for the Kingdom of God had come to them and literally was embodied in Jesus Christ (the King of Kings).  

But wonders that are there and do not point to Jesus Christ and repentance are not from God.  Spiritual gifts (see 1 Corinthians 12-14) are grace gifts and flow along the love of God and the grace of God to us.  The Apostle Paul made it clear that signs and wonders followed the preaching of the Word of God (the Gospel).  This is why we are told in 1 Thessalonians 5 to not despise prophesies, but to prove all things and hold fast to the good.  All spiritual wonders and signs and gifts must be weighed against the Word of God so that we not be deceived.
But these signs of the False Prophet are made to DECEIVE THE WORLD and convince them to worship the Devil and turn down a course of pure damnation.  You have all the Fallen Angels in the universe on Earth at this time, and all their deceptive power is given to them.  A people who desires sin over God will fall over themselves to believe a lie, especially one that feeds the flesh and is accompanied with a demonstration such as this.

The FALSE PROPHET will be able to do Great Wonders!  Mega or great wonders or miracles that are sufficient over our current level of technology to be able to impress the population will be performed.  In this day and age, they must be great to deceive this world of skeptics.  He will like Elijah call down fire from heaven (not the same source, however).  In fact, what will he claim is his source of power?  These signs will not turn people to Jesus, but to another Christ or the Antichrist.  But the Antichrist is a political leader, and it is the Dragon (Satan) who really receives the real worship through the Antichrist.  So, what does he claim is the source of this power?  Where will the fire be falling from?  Is there something there in the skies that give what he does more weight to believe?
Deuteronomy 13:1-3 “ 1 If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder,   2 And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them;   3 Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. “

Mark 13:21-23 “ 21 And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there; believe him not:   22 For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even the elect.   23 But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all things. “
2 John 1:7 “ For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. “
There are two things going on here.  2 Thessalonians 2:9-11 speaks of these lying signs and wonders that causes people to turn from the truth.  But at this point, people have knowingly turned from God wanting their own sin more than God.  Because of that (in very similar tones as you see in Romans 1 in the process of apostasy), God Himself will send strong delusion.  They want to believe the false miracles, so God in judgment helps them along and helps them deceive themselves as they merrily go toward their own destruction.  THIS IS A TIME OF JUDGMENT.
He will through the power of the dragon or devil make fire fall down from the skies.  Now, here’s the question: what power do the people of the earth think is behind this false prophet?  

Angels have been seen in biblical times engaged in actual warfare and being seen at times in the sky and the ground, such as in 2 Kings 6 (Isaiah 37:36 and 2 Chronicles 32:21) with a literal army of the hosts of Heaven protecting Elisha the Prophet.  You see in 2 Kings 19:35 a single angel 185,000 Assyrian troops of King Sennacherib in one night.  You see “wheels” being the vehicles of angels and especially cherubim (the most powerful ones).  Satan took 1/3 of all the angels with him and they still have chariots (vehicles that fly through space and further dimensional realms).  Lights, wheels, chariots (that seemed like a whirlwind or tornado-like) have all been reported as vehicles for angelic beings.  All these fallen angels are now at the Antichrist’s disposal and bound to the Earth, trapped.  The world’s very atmosphere will be full of the supernatural.  The delusion will rise and take hold in people’s minds and hearts.
According to Josephus in his Wars of the Jews Book 6, 5.3 – In A.D. 66 (four years before Jerusalem’s destruction by Vespasian [Titus]) ,there was a star that resembled a sword that hung over Jerusalem, and then a comet was seen in the sky for an entire year (a long time for a comet).  Before they fell to the Romans, the Eastern Gate to the Inner Court of the Temple opened on its own accord (a very heavy and hard to move metal and stone gate).  It took great effort to close it again showing that they could be made open to their enemies with ease (angels' work).  It was observed by multiple reliable witnesses before sundown that chariots and men or war in armor was seen running in the clouds surrounding the cities of Judea.  This is just a few years before the fall of Judea to Titus (Vespasian) and the burning of the Temple.  
They cannot believe that it is God as with Elijah, since he is trying to say that the Coming World Leader or Antichrist is god.  Besides that, the real Elijah has shown up in Palestine.  Is this some kind of Star Wars type orbiting defense system that he has control of?  This is doubtful for it inspires men to worship in a false religion so it must have some “supernatural” quality that is believable in this modern age.

He will do it in the sight of men, so there will be no trick as far as an illusionist does a trick.  It will be something astounding and perceived as real!  This is sufficient that those in the apostate church and Jews who have not believed on Jesus and Muslims and Buddhists all will turn to this new religion as if they are now the same thing.    
It won’t just be considered real by the fringe elements of our society that follow after the occult naturally, or those who are naive, but it will be widely accepted as being real.  This is the Great Delusion of the Last Days.
There are a lot of fearful sights in the heavens right now at the time of this study.  When you consider the things that are already occurring in our skies right now and the supernatural things that are being seen today then the probabilities start to mount on what the Bible is describing.
Luke 21:11 “ And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven. “

Luke 21:25-26 “ 25 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;   26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. “

Revelation 12:4 " And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. "

Revelation 12:9 " And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. "

Revelation 12:12 " Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time. " 
Luke 17:26 “ And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. “
2 Thessalonians 2:9-11 “ 9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,   10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.   11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: “

This is why many are beginning to believe in a UFO connection.  For if there is some kind of contact made, and a new religion born out of it.  This coming World Leader will act as the point man and this false prophet being able to pull their resources out of the sky, then the world would believe that.  
Bizarre things occurred before and during the days of Noah that were understood to be the work of the angels which sinned creating the cursed hybrid nephilim (sometimes translated giants).  They were abducting and becoming sexual with humanity then breaking a very serious commandment of God while corrupting humanity’s bloodlines.  This resulted in the Flood of Noah and the imprisoning of these angels into the Abyss.  As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be in our generation according to Jesus Christ.  We are just now conditioned to not see it as demonic, but extraterrestrial as in “Greys from Zeta Reticuli” (thanks to the deception played on abductees  Betty and Barney Hill).  
BEFORE THE DELUSION BEGAN, PEOPLE WOULD HAVE SEEN IT FOR WHAT IT IS – EVIL AND DEMONIC IN NATURE.

In 10 years time, the percentage of those in the USA that says that they have been abducted has gone from 2 to 4 percent of the population.  It has gone from 5-6 million people to 12 million people in the country that now say that they have had some sort of nocturnal “alien abduction” experience that would have been understood to be demonic until this past generation.  Between 5-12 million people have or are still experiencing these kinds of visitations (5 million being the most conservative estimate).  This is more than just mass panic.

This is still not a sure thing, but it fits with everything the Bible says about what is occurring in the skies and the kind of deceptive power the False Prophet and Antichrist wield.   When you add to it the sheer amount of programming the public is being given to prepare us for this “knowledge”, then the delusion takes shape suddenly.  If you continue exploring what some cults and new agers are saying about this, then all the major religions from Buddhism to Christianity to Judaism and Islam were all based on these Exalted Masters (Christ and messiah figures) who were actually extraterrestrial and returning soon in these craft.  It will attempt to calm the tensions and hatreds between the religions of the world.  

There is some evidence that certain governments are already being deceived by “extradimensional” demonic entities in order to have them help deceive the public (and help cover up these evil activities that reek of the Days of Noah).  We are being set up by the media to believe in aliens and that our governments are covering up their knowledge of them.  Four percent of the population of an industrial (mostly) educated nation as the United States believes that they have had an abduction experience.  This is astounding!  This goes beyond the limits of hysteria brought on by media exposure.

That means that in a room of 50 people, one or two of them will claim to have had some kind of abduction experience.  According to more and more UFO researchers (and a number of new books), there is a correlation with foiled “alien” abductions with the victims using the name of “Jesus Christ” with authority.  When so done, the abduction would be aborted.  THIS MEANS THE ABDUCTORS ARE DEMONIC AND MUST BOW TO JESUS’ AUTHORITY.
Whatever is happening in this strange chapter of humankind’s history, the UFO mania is a part of this Last Days deception.  There is a demonic nature to these things, and in fact if we had not been trained to think of these things as space aliens, then people would see them naturally as monstrous or demonic in nature.
ACCORDING TO FORTEAN TIMES:  Gene Roddenberry in 1975 was hired by wealthy Englishman Sir John Whitmore for the organization Lab Nine (a direct descendent of the Round Table Foundation) to pen a screenplay for a film based on the group's belief that Earth would soon be visited by extraterrestrial aliens coming in spaceships.  It was full of these psychics who were channeling these "ascended master" ETs telling them to help the world get ready to accept these new visitors as friends.

These entities called themselves the nine principles and forces (note connection to God of Forces in Daniel with Antichrist).

It is said that he used his time with this group as research for his new Star Trek projects.  Mr. Roddenberry with some others have been trying to prepare the public's mind for when those who pilot these UFOs decide to show themselves openly so you don't wind up with a "Day the Earth Stood Still" scenario where we attack them blindly.  In reality people as this man (who died in 1991) and others such as Spielberg are preparing us for the time when alien beings openly appear to the world and ask to "help us".  Who they are though is more extradimensional and angelic (not in a good way), and what is coming is such a delusional deception.  But it will be with such a bang (after the rapture) that people will want to believe it even though it is a lie.

We are being conditioned to believe in just that kind of occurrence being expected.  IF this is the correct scenario, then it will not be so much aliens in spacecraft as will be the fallen angelic forces that are forced to the Earth by Michael and his angels, and they will be operating in what the Bible called chariots of fire.
If this religious leader (the False Prophet) also is standing in the place of the Islamic Mahdi or the Catholic Pope, then an extra level of religious authority is placed in him.  You see a blending of religions and occult in Revelation 13 as the world is convinced by supernatural powers to worship the Beast.

Whatever people think the source of this supernatural power is, it will be done in full view of men before a civilized, educated world and they will still believe.  Although it causes a deception, it is a real and scary event that will convince many who are wise to follow this lie.  

2 Timothy 3:13 “ But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. “

Matthew 24:24 “ For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if [it were] possible, they shall deceive the very elect. “

Deuteronomy 13:1-5 “ 1 If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, 2 And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; 3 Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 Ye shall walk after the LORD your God, and fear him, and keep his commandments, and obey his voice, and ye shall serve him, and cleave unto him. 5 And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall be put to death; because he hath spoken to turn [you] away from the LORD your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the house of bondage, to thrust thee out of the way which the LORD thy God commanded thee to walk in. So shalt thou put the evil away from the midst of thee.  “
1 Timothy 4:1 “ Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; “

Daniel 12:10 “ Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand. “
Those who know that this is coming by the Word of God will know.  Those who have sat in Revelation Study classes as the ones who are using these notes shall know.  There are books being published right now warning people that these abductions are demonic and part of the Last Days Delusion, so some will know.  The wise, who have been armed with the truth, will be protected from being deceived by this very convincing lie.
Revelation 13:14 “ And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by [the means of] those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. “
Even though the calling fire down from heaven and the other miracles that he does will seem to be genuine even by our modern standards, they will exist to cause deception.  This is another reason where an actual appearance by what seems to be extraterrestrials would be something that would cause people to obey him.
He will deceive those who dwell on the earth (those who have lived up to this point -  the survivors).  He does it in the “sight of the Beast.”  This is emphasized in a way that is more than just saying he is doing it with knowledge and the authority of the Beast.  It is as if the Antichrist himself is somehow seen as the source of the False Prophet’s power.  He will do miracles which he will do before the World Leader and point to him and say worship him!  
There is another possibility also by the wording.  You see here a “virtual reality” interactive image of the Antichrist in the Jewish Temple (the Abomination of Desolation).  This interactive image will be connected via computers to the world and the Mark of the Beast when purchases are being made.  This MARRIES the False Religion (666) to the new world monetary system.
The miracles could be a mixture of modern super-technology blended 
with the supernatural that is “seen” by this virtual reality Beast.

Could it be that miracles or miracle-like super-technological marvels will be performed through or in connection with this image of the Beast?  What is really happening here?  With the knowledge that we currently have, it opens up all kinds of virtual reality possibilities when you consider the level of demonic power (from the Fallen Angels) that is added to this technology.
He will cause the military to move to forces people to worship the Roman Beast.  This point about the empire that died and lives again is repeated over and over.  This new Rome will take upon it a new religion that the Antichrist will introduce.

YOU SEE HERE MODERN COMPUTER AND OPTICAL TECHNOLOGY BLENDED WITH A NEW CASHLESS MONETARY SYSTEM.  THIS IS AN INTERACTIVE VIRTUAL REALITY BEAST THAT WILL BE INTIMATELY CONNECTED WITH USING 
THE MARK OF THE BEAST.  IT IS ONCE AGAIN, THE MARRIAGE OF TECHNOLOGY WITH THE DEMONIC.

Although the technology is already in existence, and this same spirit of Antichrist is in the world right now, it is currently held in check by the authority of Jesus Christ manifested through the Church.  During this time, with the church translated to Heaven (and with it the authority of the Body of Christ) and the Fallen Angels of the universe bound on the Earth, you see it completely taking over in the time of the Great Tribulation (the 2nd Half).

Many thought in previous years that this was some sort of automaton that spoke, but it is so much more.  It is a virtual reality image that can be there in your checkout lane while you buy your groceries.  He is there when you turn on your television or computer or use your cell phone.  He will be giving his very hypnotic guidance and commandments as he corrupts the soul of humanity that gives themselves over to it.

This is the False Prophet’s workmanship.  He has very good computer geniuses working for him?  One thinks of computer moguls like Bill Gates or someone on that scale when considering what it would take to produce a worldwide network.  Of course, he is most likely European in reality, but the idea is sound.  He has those of the world to construct this virtual reality model of the Antichrist sitting in the Temple, and most likely the Temple itself will be set up for this “show” to the world.

Whoever the False Prophet is, he has a very amazing technical staff supporting him.  

Daniel 12:4 “ But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. “

Almost all of our knowledge comes from the past 100 years of mankind.  The knowledge we gained in the last century is much greater than all we learned in the millennia before the 20th Century.  Currently now in the early 21st Century, our technical-computer knowledge base doubles every 8 months.  Our overall general knowledge doubles every 3 years.  So, every 3 years, we know twice as much as we did 3 years before.  Knowledge is increasing in the Last Days.  It must for this kind of technology to be real that is described here in Revelation 13.
It is only in our generation that this kind of technical work has become possible.  Each year makes the process easier and easier to attain.

Revelation 13:15 “ And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.“
THE CREDIT FOR THE VIRTUAL REALITY COMPUTER IMAGE OF THE BEAST BEING “GIVEN LIFE” IS GIVEN TO THE FALSE PROPHET.  There seems to be occult power blended with very high-end computer technology.  It is more than one of the artificial intelligent computers they play with now.  
Revelation 13:15 (Recovery Version) “ And power was given to him to give breath (lit. spirit) to the image of the beast that the image of the beast might even speak and cause whoever would not worship the image of the beast to be killed.”

This is the first and only idol capable of speech.  It is possessed by a spirit that will simulate life.  Psalm 115:5 speaks of idols having mouths, but being unable to speak.  This last one on the Earth will be given a pseudo-life and will be possessed by a spirit that will animate it.  This is far more than just good artificial intelligence.

Revelation 19:20 “ And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. “
Although the KJV says that he had the power to give it life, it really uses the Greek word pneuma.  Pneuma is the word that means breath or “spirit”.  The False Prophet could not give it true life, but he could give it a “spirit” that would animate it.
This thing has a “spirit”.  It is supernatural in its abilities and it is the sorcery that the False Prophet gives it that makes it possible.

· He causes a TRUE MARRIAGE between occult demonic powers and technology.  
· Is the fire he calls from heaven technological as well, as from a weapons platform?  
· Or does the computer technology and the weapons fire come from UFO’s (Fallen Angels and their vehicles)?  
· Is this something that people will understand is beyond normal human understanding and because of that, it encourages worshiping the Beast?
· There is a literal spirit that is infused into this image.  The image is a computer image construct, but he gives it something way beyond any programming.  He gives it a demonic presence to possess and use it.
This is connected both to the buying and selling that we will soon see, and with miracles in the sight of the Antichrist.  There is a combining of mystical things and technology here.  The virtual reality image will be more than just a program, but have a kind of life.  It will control the souls of those with that Mark of the Beast.
The “image” of the World Leader will speak and cause those who don’t worship him to be killed.  We are talking of a Big Brother kind of network system that will allow him to know if you are worshiping him or not.  But if you don’t, he has the power to kill.  

One thing for certain, you had better run if you are not willing to take his mark.  Those who do take his mark will worship the Beast.  And if you take his mark, then you are eternally damned.  Add to that, you don’t have too long to live on the earth before your death as well.
THE CHANCES THAT THIS IS THE ISLAMIC MAHDI GOES UP IN THIS SCRIPTURE.  HE BECOMES THE RELIGIOUS ENFORCER OF THE ANTICHRIST.  HE IS THE ONE WHO COMPELS THE WORLD TO TAKE THIS MARK OR DIE.
We know that there are a number who escape his hand.  It is not said what power is used to kill those who will not take the Mark of the Beast, but it is probably military/police power.  THE AUTHORITY TO KILL FOR DISOBEYING TAKING THE MARK COMES FROM THE FALSE PROPHET.  
How many would resist the kind of persuasion that if you don’t give in and worship me you will die?  Well, if you do, then you will be damned without hope.

Here’s an interesting point: the Image is a virtual computer image from the Temple will not only speak, but it said that the image itself will kill.  This system is not only able to keep track of all the financial accounts of the world and keep up with you, but is able to cause death in those who rebel against it.  

Revelation 13:16 “ And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: “
The mark of the beast is the most dramatic symbol that people think about when you speak of revelation.  This dreaded mark is so misunderstood.  Occultists and False Christs who have tried to be a present-day new messiah have used 666 to represent themselves as if it is a good thing.  
The cult leader Jose Luis de Jesus Miranda from Puerto Rico established the Growing in Grace International Ministry, Inc.  He calls himself Mr. 666, and has the members of his cult tattoo the number ‘666’ on their bodies (literally take a mark).  He tells people that he is the Jesus Christ Man and not to look to the Jesus on the cross, but the Jesus after the cross speaking of himself.  He thinks he is god and a reincarnation of Jesus.  His followers are fed by a religious fervor that reminds you that not every spirit that moves in religious circles is the Holy Spirit.  Satan has his counterfeit.  He claims the ‘666’ and Antichrist role is a bad translation and that he is another Christ.  You would think that an obviously evil counterfeit like this would be easy to see through, but he has many members who have turned from the true and living God and Jesus Christ and now has turned to this other Christ and tattooed themselves with 666.  Add to that his doctrine of there being no sin, and no Hell, and that the Devil is already bound is popular to the flesh.
There is another one with not so large a following, but has in fact become a Swedish citizen so that he could be the prophetic 666 of the Bible.  He claims that the true God is not going to bring Armageddon and that the Bible lies and he is his son sent to lead the world into prosperity.  His name is Miguel Angel Sosa Vasquez, and the bizarre thing is that he has already run for the E.U. Parliament.  He did not receive a single vote, but he has been published and has managed to meet with some world leaders (including China) about his Project 666.  He has the most ridiculous website imaginable (while claiming it is the world’s best), and it comes across as a really bad joke.  In fact, most about him seems like a bad joke except he has managed to get on European Union ballots and is a published author and his books can be bought on Amazon.  They are proof that we live in a very ignorant generation.  
These are both examples of the false christs that were predicted to rise in the Last Days.  

Matthew 24:23-24 “ 23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.   24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.”

THE MARK OF THE BEAST WILL BE NECESSARY IF YOU WANT TO BUY GROCERIES OR FUNCTION IN SOCIETY.
BUT TAKING THIS MARK WILL DAMN YOUR SOUL WITH NO CHANCE OF REPENTANCE.  IT CREATES REPROBATES.

It was a common practice to place a mark on you if you were a slave to show that you were owned by a certain household.  Also, it was common in the army to show what unit you belonged to.  This mark will show your allegiance to Satan, and it is not reversible.  It is a sign that you belong to evil.
Until this last 15 years or so, it was thought that the “MARK” was a UV tattoo such as a barcode using the UPC (Universal Product Code) system or something similar.  They have experimented in the military with RFID Tattoo Ink that is traceable by a scanner.  And something like that is not totally out of the question.  In fact, it takes about 10 seconds to implant the ink under your skin, and it makes an invisible mark only visible under a special light or scanner.
The most likely “mark” either on/in the hand or forehead is an organically-based biochip such as is made by Verichip.  The Verichip can contain all your identifying information encoded with security for each person, and can connect you to your world bank account and have your medical records readily available.  

If there were no mark of the Beast or Antichrist pulling people into becoming the enemies of God by becoming part of Satan’s Kingdom (which is exactly what this means – God sealed His saints and Satan is sealing his Damned), then it would be a good idea on a practical level for it would stop things like drug deals and much thievery.  

BUT THE PAYOFF IS NOT WORTH YOUR ETERNAL SOUL, OR THE SPREADING OF PURE EVIL THROUGH HUMANITY.

The Antichrist’s spiritual henchman, the false prophet is the one who causes the people to receive a mark.  This mark is the “mark of the beast (Antichrist)”.   Just as the children of God have Jesus’ seal on their lives, so the children of Satan here is given the seal of their king, the Antichrist.  THIS SEALS THEIR DAMNATION WITH SATAN.
The mark has been dramatized by Hollywood with the number 666, and occultists use this number widely.  We will see why he is known by the number ‘666’ in a moment.
7 is God’s number, and 6 is Satan’s, since it metaphorically falls short.  3 6's are for the unholy trinity.  But, there is a literal meaning to the number in the name of the man who is the Antichrist.  It isn’t just numerology as some have supposed.  Satanists and other occultists have used the 666 and the horned beast together.
It is the False Prophet who is over this mass branding or marking of the population.  It is the False prophet who will “make” or cause the world to take this mark.  It might be that 666 is put on people that you can see, but more than likely it will be something else such as the Verichip which bonds to your connective tissues and becomes impossible to remove.  The 666 is a code for the name of the Beast.  But his name will seal them in a way that is irreversible. 

It is the name or number or mark of the Beast.  The name and mark and number is separated in the next scriptures deliberately.  So, it is quite unlikely that the world will walk around with 666 written on their foreheads.  Perhaps it is the seal of his kingdom or Empire.  Maybe it is a sign of his new religion which he is declared god.

The word “mark” properly meant a mark engraved or cut or stamped into something.  In the non-canonical book of the Psalm of Solomon in 15:9, speaks of a symbolic mark of destruction being put into the forehead of the wicked in contrast to the mark given to the righteous (15:6) - IVP Bible Background Commentary
It is as if Satan is flaunting to God that he has stolen these souls from Him and that they are now as damned as he is.

There are some other references to people getting marked or sealed:  Ezekiel  9:1-6; Revelation 7:2-3 
The Seal vs. the Mark
1.  God’s seal leads to deliverance, and Satan’s mark leads to bondage.

2.  God’s seal gives hope, and Satan’s seal leads to destruction.

3.  God’s seal brings eternal salvation, and Satan’s seal brings eternal damnation.
Now, the Bible says that he causes all to receive the mark, but people are exhorted down below this not to take his mark.  So, there will be some who will not take the mark.   The False Prophet will be given world-wide authority (despite the politics of the country) to force people to take this Mark in order to actually buy or sell anything.  

BUT you are warned here NOT to take this Mark for any reason.  It might get you martyred, or it might make you go into hiding, but it will damn you without hope of repentance if you take it.  This is why men and women become so hard-hearted God-haters after this.  You cannot be a part of society and function if you do not take it, but you are damned if you do and will face judgment in a very short time later.  
The Antichrist will not be the political leader of the world as Russia and China and others are fighting with him, but he will hold all the oil and he will replace the world economic trade system that we have with localized currencies with this new banking system.  There will be no more actual money. 
With debit cards and people able to spend freely with their credit cards, we are to the point where they will bring a universal money card.  Of course the argument will be made what if you lose that card?
A cashless society would stop most crime.  No unaccounted for money, no stolen money, no transfers of money for drugs.  It sounds good doesn’t it?  This is also part of that great delusion.
And now they have two emerging technologies to replace a single credit card for payment and your account... and these two ways you would never be in danger of forgetting your pin number or losing your card for both of them put the information on you and is tracked by a computer.

If you allow them to “chip” you, then there is no way to change that information or remove the chip as it grows in your connective tissues and can’t even be removed with surgery.  And you are forever sealed into this new Kingdom of Satan through the Antichrist.
When you are paid, you will either put your hand over a scanner, or the scanner will be put over your forehead which is the alternative site given for the chip if there is an absence of hands.  And your account in a world banking computer account will be added your pay.  And when you pay for something, the scanning of the same chip will authorize the use of credits from your account.  
Who does he cause to take the mark?
· All: small and the great

· rich and poor

· free and bondmen (slaves)

· Class and status and wealth level will not have anything to do with getting the mark.

Revelation 13:17 “ And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. “

No man can buy or sell without this mark.  We are given a clue here to the name of the Coming World Leader.

He will control the world through this economic system and if you don’t take the mark, then you can’t function or buy food or anything else in the world.  Someone said, If I miss the rapture then I won’t take the mark of the beast.  But how about when you are starving?  How about when your children are starving?  What if your little baby is dying without some medicine that you can only get that way?

What if they come and shoot or smash your children in front of you if you don’t take the mark as a group of Iraqi soldiers did to their Kuwaiti victims in the 1990's?  They killed the mother’s children right in front of them.  There is great evil in many people now, so how much more vicious will they be when the restraining power of the church is gone and all these fallen angels are bound to earth?
Think on this: if you are a parent and you take the Mark, then it will make you a reprobate and the Holy Spirit will never deal with you again.  You lose your conscience and any desire to serve or honor God at all.  You will want your children to take the Mark too and will not see the harm in it for you are past knowing right from wrong.

Cell phones and handheld computer units will be the same thing and when you buy or sell something, you will agree and put your hand over the window and it will connect to the world system and the money transferred.  They will be connected to satellite and digitally update accounts instantly.  

You will not be able to steal and rob using money anymore.  If the police want to find something shady going on, then there is a clear traceable trail of digital transfers of credit from one account to another in the Antichrist’s one world bank.  They will trace your whereabouts through satellite tracking – the Ultimate Big Brother.
After your groceries are checked out, you will extend your hand and it will automatically take it out of your account.  It sounds really, really good.  These chips cannot be forged or copied, and that they are in your flesh for life.  They connect to the tissues and are not removable.  There will be no more identity theft.
On a practical side, it will be very difficult to resist taking the Mark.  It makes a lot of practical sense to a worldly mind, however it is not wise. Wisdom and knowledge are not synonymous.  Knowledge is knowing things or data, but wisdom is knowing the right and best way to use that knowledge.  Man’s knowledge is exploding much faster than his wisdom.  It might make a kind of carnal worldly sense to take the Mark so that you can function in the world, but if you do it will be the height of foolishness for you personally.  

Wisdom understands that to take the Mark is to permanently identify yourself with Satan and his kingdom.  It is to deny God and embrace the Antichrist.  It is blaspheming the Holy Spirit.  God will never again convict or reach out to you except in judgment with the rest of the world.  This world system that the Mark signifies is about to be totally destroyed by Jesus Christ at the Second Coming.  

All who have taken the Mark of the Beast shall perish with the Beast’s Kingdom.

There is a 3-fold truth given about the Mark of the Beast and what it contains:

1. The Mark itself in or on the skin of the hand or forehead

2. The name of the Beast – the Antichrist and his Kingdom

3. The Number of his name - 666

From the days that they thought to give us a Social Security Number, it has become obvious that all of us would eventually be given a world-wide identification system number where we are all categorized for digital information processing in the world’s data systems.  In other words, we have become a NUMBER to the world system.

This is how your school records, or medical records, or police records, or your bank statement can suddenly be accessed if you have the security access to retrieve it.  

This Mark will not only give the population their own unique number, but will identify them with the Beast’s Computerized System and his own name and number.  They become associated digitally, spiritually, and literally with the Beast and this financial/religious system that worships Satan himself.

One last point on this:  using this system gives immediate control over your lives to the Beast.  
And taking it and using it also causes you to worship the Beast.  His economic empire is tied into his one world false religion.  When you wake up in the morning, you will be scanned by your TV. or computer or cell phone.  The image of the Beast from the temple will greet you and give you “inspiring words”, or tell you what to do today – literally.
WHAT 666 MEANS:  The name of the beast or the number of his name is a way to codify the letters of his name into an added number.  In the Hebrew and Greek languages, the letters are also numbers.  Alpha or Aleph is also the number “1”.  So if I wanted to code the name of someone, all I would have to do is add up all of the letters in your name for they all stand for a number and say that number, and someone who had understanding could tell who I meant.  That is the number of his name.
There have been some very famous tyrants and leaders in history whose name added up to 666.  In fact, it is kind of bizarre how many have since it an unlikely thing.  

Also, there might be some double imagery here.  The Antichrist will have his seal, just like God sealed His elect who would be delivered in the first half.  So the Devil will seal his damned who will be destroyed by the end of the tribulation.  This is very amazing dualism in both peoples and destinies.
The idea of us having assigned to us a universal number or name that connects to the Antichrist is here.  If you take his mark, then you are sealed to him forever, and there is no taking it back.  You will perish with his system and with him.

The text literally says that you must have his mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of its name.  So, there are a few things working here.  His name is reduced to a number by adding all the letters up.  Is it the Hebrew of his name (no vowels as in the Hebrew rendering)?  Or is it in the English where letters are usually not converted to numbers?  Or is it the Greek as what Revelation was written in which would include both vowels and consonants.  I do not know.  And frankly, the Antichrist “cannot” be revealed until the church is called up out of the way.  

Revelation 13:18 “ Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number [is] Six hundred threescore [and] six. “
There are two accepted ways of counting letters into numbers.  Both of these processes are known as Gematria, from the Greek word meaning geometry.  There is the classical Rabbinical Method (which should probably be used here), and the more “Gnostic” Kabalistic version (which is more of a Gnostic than a Christian or Rabbinic practice).  But the one that has been mostly accepted that counted Nero Caesar as a 666 literally counts every letter by its corresponding number, such as Alpha (Greek) or Aleph (Hebrew) = 1, etc.  The Apostle Paul’s name is 781.  You convert the letters to numbers according to the following chart, and then you add all the letter/numbers up and its total is your result.

Paul (Paulos or Παῦλος) is 781 (Π = 80, α = 1, υ = 400, λ = 30, ο = 70, ς = 200).
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This previous chart is from the College Press NIV Commentary (274), Joplin, Mo, College Press Pub. By Davis, C.A. (2000)

Decimal
Hebrew
Glyph

1
Aleph
א

2
Bet
ב

3
Gimel
ג

4
Daled
ד

5
He
ה

6
Vav
ו

7
Zayin
ז

8
Heth
ח

9
Teth
ט

Decimal
Hebrew
Glyph

10
Yud
י

20
Kaph
כ

30
Lamed
ל

40
Mem
מ

50
Nun
נ

60
Samech
ס

70
Ayin
ע

80
Pe
פ

90
Tsadhe
צ

Decimal
Hebrew
Glyph

100
Qoph

ק

200
Reish

ר

300
Shin

ש

400
Taw

ת

500
Kaph Sofit
ך, ת"ק

600
Mem Sofit
ם, ת"ר

700
Nun Sofit
ן, 
ת"ש

800
Pe Sofit

ף, ת"ת

900
Tsadhe Sofit
ץ, תת"ק

Sofit means final or ending form

THE HEBREW VERSION OF THE CHART WITHOUT HEBREW VOWELS (THOUGH THERE IS A METHOD FOR THAT)

These values are in a chart in the front of my Hebrew Interlinear Bible and can be found almost anywhere that deals with the original language.  Gematria was considered a secondary source of information within the Biblical text.  Of course, it is not the primary point, but it helps back up what is being said and is a Rabbinical method, much like the famed Bible Codes are as well (well, the straight-forward ones that make sense anyway).
Here is one of those mysteries (musterion), and you must have understanding or you will miss the point.  It is the number of a man, and more specifically of his name.  When this time comes, you will be able to break down this world leader’s name and the letters will equal a value of 666!  There will not be any question on who it is that is in control and the deadly danger that you are in, for he will try to force you to take his mark.
They will enforce chipping people.  It will cost you your life if you get caught and refuse.  

It is interesting to look at the characters in history whose name added up to 666.  According to some, Nero Caesar, Adolf Hitler, and Ronald Reagan all added up to 666.  I always chuckled at that last one.  To be fair to President Reagan, they used the simple method of Gematria to come up with is and not the Rabbinic as with the others.  Hitler and Nero were antichrists in their own right, but not “the Antichrist”.  But it is as if prophetically, God “marked” them with the names that they had that showed what kind of evil that they really were.
One thing about it, according to 2 Thessalonians 2:7, he cannot be revealed until we are removed out of the way.  So, until the time comes, we have no way of knowing who “Mr. 666” really is!

Satanists in later years have grabbed onto the concept of the number 666 as the Devil’s number.  And in fact in scriptural numerology, 6 is one short of God’s perfect 7 and is considered carnal and evil.  The ancient druid priests when cursing your house would put a 6 pointed star in a circle called a hexagram on your door and pronounce a hex or a curse named after the number 6.  As much as 7 is the number you think of as relating to God, so 6 relates to Satan.

The truly pathetic point about mankind during this time is that people will give up their immortal souls and will perish after just a short time (at most, 3 ½ years if they survive that long).  The Bible tells us to not love the world nor the things in the world, that if anyone loves the world then the love of the Father is not in them.  This is the ultimate test of loving the world.  IT WILL GET YOU A DAMNATION JUDGMENT WITHOUT ANY HOPE OF REPENTANCE.
Satan is the world’s biggest recorded loser.  Sadly mankind, who was created in the image of Yahweh, will put their lot in with the biggest loser in droves sharing in his fate and be happy while they do it.  Sin makes you foolish.

The text literally says “the number of man is 666.”  It is a commentary in itself on man coming short of God’s number, “7”.  It is in fact a 3-fold shortness in 3 “6”s.  

There are at least two things going on here in assigning this number to man or “a man”.  It is the pointing out that it is the number of man and is short of God.  It has become the symbol of Satan and Satanism and the signet of pure evil.  False messiahs like the Puerto Rican Miranda has made it something that he and his followers tattoo themselves with showing that he is “another Christ”.  Only the worst case of spiritual blindness would make you desire to be “the Antichrist” or “Beast”.
The other thing has to do with the wisdom of the Beast’s name equaling 666 when you add up all the letters.  This is a “deeper” understanding that will help “mark” the Antichrist when he arises and take away all doubt of his evil identity.  It is a tool of confirmation, and cannot be used now to identify the Beast.
Verse 17 says of the Mark that it is either the Beast’s name, or the “number” of his name.  This opens up certain interesting digital possibilities of blending this new computerized world system with the name of the Beast.

Revelation 13:18 (Recovery Version) “ Here is wisdom.  Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man; and his number is six hundred sixty-six.”

Some whose name has equaled 666:

Caesar Nero or Neron Kaisar =666

Balaam – the false prophet

William Clinton – can’t use his middle name

Strangely, Jesus (Yeshua) equals the number “888”, and to certain groups (including some Gnostic) 888 has a significance connected to the true Messiah.
In ancient Babylon (the birth place of Antichrist-Tower of Babel), the occult priests would wear around their necks an amulet known as a “magic square” full of rows and columns of numbers.  When you added all the numbers up, it equaled “666”.  This comes from a religion dedicated to worshiping fallen angels much older than John’s writing of Revelation.  It is kind of doubtful that John knew much about this pagan religion that would have been defunct in his day.

Gnostics (forerunners of modern-day Rosicrucian and similar groups) thought that God could be manipulated through numbers (magic squares), and you see this sort of thing in Hermetic Magic groups even today.  The god that is being worshiped used ‘666’ to describe it even back in the days of ancient Babylon.
There is another possibility.  In Numbers, God actually says to take sum of all the numbers of the houses of their fathers by the number of their names.  In the census in Ezra, Cyrus feels led of God to build the Temple for Yahweh and numbers those  who are returning to their land.  In this census, the family names was followed by the number that came back and was numbered.  

Ezra 2:13 (KJV) “ 13 The children of Adonikam, six hundred sixty and six. “

Ezra 2:13 (AMP) “ The sons of Adonikam, 666.”

Adonikam is a Hebrew name meaning “my lord arose” or “Lord of Rising”.  When you consider we are talking about the Beast that arose out of the sea, this might have a very good foreshadowed prophetic meaning.  I present this as a possibility.

He is also the Beast that ascends out of the Abyss.  This is mentioned as just a possible side meaning.
REVELATION CHAPTER 14

Explanatory Chapter 

This chapter fills in gaps from the beginning to middle to end of the Tribulation.

Revelation 14:1 “ And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father's name written in their foreheads. “

You see the 144,000 caught up and in Heaven with Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.  This gives further explanation on what happened to the man-child caught up into Heaven in the middle of the Tribulation in the time of the 7th Trumpet.  They are caught up to be with the Lord just as the Elders were in the beginning (1 Th. 4; Rev. 4-5).
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1These are the ones sealed in the beginning of the Tribulation and caught up (so, there is a mid-tribulation rapture... but it will be of those of the 12 tribes of Israel as defined in Revelation 7).

Zion meant the “fortified place”.  There are “two” Mount Zions in Scripture.  It would literally mean the fortified mountain, and indeed Mt. Moriah was the fortified part of Jerusalem and was Mt. Zion on Earth.  It was where the Temple was built and placed behind fortified walls.  The other “fortified mountain” is the mountain in the 3rd Heaven where God holds court.

The original Ark of the Covenant and Throne of God is on that mountain in Heaven and is the original Mt. Zion.  On Earth, Mt. Zion is reference to both Mt. Moriah where the Temple is to sit, and to the nation of Israel as a whole.  

Zion is the capital of Judah and there is a heavenly Zion as well that this refers to.  It is the Heavenly Jerusalem that has not come to the Earth as yet (not until after the 1000 years of peace are over and the New Heaven and New Earth comes into being).  

It is a direct reference to the Kingdom of Heaven coming to Earth.  THIS MT. ZION IS IN HEAVEN CURRENTLY.
Hebrews 12:22 “ But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, “

Isaiah 60:14 “ The sons also of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; and all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee, The city of the LORD, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. “
With the Lamb of God are the 144,000 that was the man child caught up in the middle of the Tribulation in Revelation 12.   Before you try and make this the church, we have seen that these all come from the nation of Israel from the text in Revelation 7.  It is very specific.  THEY ARE SEALED FROM THE 12 TRIBES OF ISRAEL.
I know that certain groups have tried to claim that this is them in prophecy.  The Jehovah’s Witnesses taught that when their numbers reached 144,000 that this would all happen.  The problem is that they have gone well over that number without a good explanation for their doctrine.  It wasn’t them.
The seal upon them is the name of God.  They were sealed with this seal in between the 6th and 7th Trumpet in Revelation 7 before the Antichrist started mocking the practice with his unholy version in the middle.  
Different groups are highlighted in different places, and they sing different songs of redemption.  The elders have already sung a new song of redemption in the beginning of the Tribulation, and you see the Martyrs who are saved out of Great Tribulation who are given white robes and serve God the Father day and night forever.  NOW the 144,000 sing their own unique song according to their own blessing.  They are redeemed also, but they have a different blessing than the Elders (OT Saints and the Church at the beginning of the Tribulation) and the Martyrs.
They will have a special blessing from being the witnesses of God during the 1st half of this terrible time until they are caught up to be with Jesus forever.  God wins so many through their testimony and they are given a special place in history for it.
These are the same 144,000 sealed out of Israel before the Trumpets of the 7th Seal and caught up out of the nation of Israel in the middle of the Tribulation as seen in Revelation 7:1-8; Revelation 12:2, 5.
Revelation 14:2-3 “ 2 And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps: 
3 And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred [and] forty [and] four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.
Have you ever stood close to a rushing waterfall with its sound-saturated roar?  This is much like the fullness of the Glorified Christ’s voice.  This is the same voice that John heard at the beginning of this vision in chapter one.  There is POWER in the voice of the glorified Christ!  He literally thunders throughout heaven.
Along with His voice, you hear the voice or sound of many harpers playing their harps.  If you don’t like music, you will not like Heaven.  In fact, if you don’t like worshiping God, then you won’t enjoy Heaven.  For it is filled with both His glory and love and power and the sound of His creation in worship.  It is a love / love relationship!

The harps were the kinnor or Kithara or lyre.  It was a well recognized instrument of old.  It was held in one hand and strummed in the other.  This is similar to what David played to soothe King Saul.

He heard the sound of their harps, and then he heard their new song.  This is a new song since no one had up to this point had this “particular reason” to be thankful to God for.  You see, they have a special blessing.  The Elders had their reason to glorify God in Revelation 5:9 when Jesus took the scroll, as these have their reason. 
There are 3 separate groups of the Redeemed in Heaven during the Tribulation/Marriage Supper
1. The Elders - “Catching Away of the Church” and OT/NT Saints First Resurrection

2. The Tribulation Martyrs - given white robes - stay in the presence of God the Father forever
3. These 144,000 – the Man-Child from the nation of Israel

Even though all are redeemed, they all have a different place and even song of praise.

These had been delivered out of Tribulation before the Wrath of God is poured out.  This is reason to celebrate the mercies of God.  They sing it in front of the Old and New Testament Saints who were already caught up (the Elders) and before the cherubim, and we will listen to their own special song.  It belongs only to the 144,000.
Revelation 14:4-5 “ These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, [being] the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb. 
5 And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God. “
THE ATTRIBUTES OF THE 144,000:  

· We know from Revelation 7 that they are from the (revised by God) 12 Tribes of Israel.  
· They were male virgins not ever being with a woman.  It is not as some heretical teachings have suggested that God transforms all women into men.  
· They are males who were never sexually with a woman.
· These are the witnesses that God had in the first half of the Tribulation.  The 2 Prophets will be God’s witnesses that will come back for the 2nd half of the seven years.  

· They have been redeemed or born again, they are the firstfruits of Israel’s return to the true Messiah, Jesus Christ. They are much of the point of what the Tribulation or Birth Pains are for.  They have been born again.  

· They are from the blood lineage of Abraham and Israel (Revelation 7).  
· They speak only the truth and speak no guile.  They are without fault or justified before God’s throne. 

They will speak on the Earth with great power and with no guile or deception.  In a time of great deception, they will be witnesses of great Truth!
Revelation 14:6 “ 6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 
7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” 
Now the angel you saw flying in mid-heaven (outer space above the atmosphere) was actually the word eagle in many manuscripts in Revelation eight that declares the three woes coming.  But this word for angel is actually angel or angelos.  
It can be one of God’s messengers like Gabriel or the armies or hosts of heaven, or some other messenger.  The word angel literally means messenger and has to be understood using its context.  

So, although we can probably say that the angel flying in orbit in Revelation 9 is a Christian satellite, we cannot be nearly as certain here.  This could very well be an angel that can be seen and will certainly be heard.  He uses a loud voice.  THIS MESSENGER WILL BE HEARD ON THE EARTH LOUD AND CLEAR.
Whatever this messenger is, the people of the Earth will hear him.  The message will be given.  Those who have taken the mark of the beast however will be unable to understand or believe this message for the Spirit will have quit dealing with them.  They are already damned.  Reprobates are only interested in blasphemy.
Point to ponder: If these are Christian controlled Satellites, then there are groups that have laid the groundwork for them to operate already.  A messenger is seen by John flying in orbit (or farther out).  It proclaims to the earth the gospel to all on the earth in every tongue.  Christian networks like TBN and CBN have laid the groundwork with their satellite systems for this to occur.  The gospel will be preached, and it doesn’t matter that perhaps the ground control stations in North America might be destroyed by a nuclear hail... there are stations all over the world now that can be used to transmit through these Christian satellites.

Probably at this time, there will be an underground Anti-Antichrist movement that will try and reach as many people with the gospel as they can.  They would probably be run by the segment of the church illustrated by Jesus in Matthew 25 as the 5 foolish virgins who let their oil run out.  They missed the rapture (catching away) and now are going full force. This will go out to all the peoples of the world, and all will hear at least the gospel and the warnings.
The time of judgment is coming, it is JUDGEMENT DAY and Armageddon is close at hand.  NOW, before it is too late, it is time to turn and worship the true God of creation and His Son Jesus Christ.

It is a time of worship actually for those who know God!

Matthew 24:14-15 “ 14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:) “
Revelation 14:8 “ 8 And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. “
Revelation 14:8 (NASB) “ And another angel, a second one, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality.”
There is a progression of 3 angels and 3 messages.  The first is the preaching of the gospel.  The second here is the first mention of Babylon the Great Harlot.  This is another angel with another prophecy.  Babylon the Great Harlot is the force that put the Beast into power (she rides him actually).
Babylon is fallen!  The eternal question that has sold thousands of books and kept prophecy teachers debating for years is just who is this Babylon?  

The original Babylon is the infamous modern country of Iraq, and people got excited a few years ago when Saddam Hussein had tried to rebuild the ancient city of Babylon and exert his power by taking over the oil fields until we bombed the poachies out of his ancient city and broke most of his military base in the first Gulf War.
Since the more current Iraqi War, there is no chance that the ancient city of Babylon is going to rise out of that hot desert.  Later, when this Babylon mentioned here is destroyed a little later in this book, it is described as a sea port which is impossible for the original Babylon which was land locked in the desert.  

The SPIRIT OF ANTICHRIST was born at the TOWER OF BABEL and the occult disciplines of witchcraft, and all the false religions of the world (as Greek and Roman Mythology) was born in Mesopotamia (Babylonia).
Although this definitely can be seen in the Statue of Daniel’s Vision of Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 2 as being the system that runs the governments of the world that opposes God, it will be centered into a place that is a seaport that has great riches running through it as seen a bit later.  So, the place is the center of its power, but it represents more than just the place.  IT IS THE WORLD SYSTEM THAT THE MARK THRIVES THROUGH.
This system rose in the days of Nimrod and his idolatrous roots of evil that has been controlled by Satan (the kosmos or world system) that has given rise to the various Empires seen in the “heads of the Devil” and the various beasts seen by Daniel.  It is the spirit of the Tower of Babel standing in rebellion to Yahweh.
Babylon from the beginning has been the source of spiritual abomination.  Nimrod built the Tower of Babel to establish Astrology, Sorcery, and witchcraft as religions of the world.  His wife would work to make him to take the place of the sun god and her as the moon goddess would be passed down as different names, but the same characters.  The originals were fallen angels that they took the persona of which you see under names as Baal and Astarte to Zeus and Aphrodite.  Babylon and its spirit have been at the root of evil unrighteous power seen even today.

It is fallen, fallen!  It is a prophetic proclamation against the system of evil that is enslaving the world that is fallen.  It is repeated twice to emphasize the depth of its fall and utter destruction.  This will be broadcast actually before it’s actual fall at the end of the Tribulation.

It is a warning to those who are within the borders that do not belong to it. This Babylon is both a system of false religion and power and money that controls governments and the place that is its center of operations.  That place will be annihilated and that system destroyed forever.

This Babylon will corrupt every nation of the Earth through the seduction of its wealth.  They will drink of their fornication (spiritual fornication with demons instead of communion with God).  It will infect to one degree or another every nation of the Earth.  This spiritual fornication with the nations will bring the wrath of God.
Revelation 13:16-17 “ 16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:  17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. “
This is the wealth of the world that buys and controls kings, presidents, congressmen, senators, and parliamentarians.  They rule the witchcraft of the world at the top levels, just as it controls governments at the top levels covertly.  They will use the Antichrist and help put him in power and use the Mark of the Beast to gain total control of people’s lives.  However, we will see later that he is not controllable by them.

Many of the older commentators equate Babylon with Rome.  Babylon has been equated to the government and the papal structure of the Catholic Church.  This view would seem to be swayed by a religious prejudice against Catholics.  When you consider some of the hidden things in the church, particularly with the Jesuits, one can see the corruption of the church by Babylon.

Although those in that church that are left behind and remain through the Tribulation will probably be used by the Antichrist (their structure swallowed up by his own as he integrates the religions of the world into his own corrupted world religion), this spirit of Babylon is the power behind the power that has operated since the days of ancient Babylon.  It is much older than the Catholic Church, although the Roman Catholic Church to a degree has the “spirit of Babylon” within it.  There are other churches that show signs of this corruption as well.
The FALL OF BABYLON is seen clearly in Nebuchadnezzar’s vision.  Daniel 2:34, 44 “ 34 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. “
It is the power behind the powers.  It is the hidden structure that controls the rulers of the Earth through the seduction of wealth.  They have governments and their own intelligence services and churches at their disposal.  
Revelation 14:9 “ And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive [his] mark in his forehead, or in his hand,”
The third angel (probably another broadcast from a satellite although it might be an actual angel) proclaims loudly:  don’t take the mark of the beast.  If you take the Antichrist’s mark then you are damned.  But noticed it is a third separate message from the first two.

You will drink of the cup of the indignation of God if you have part with the new monetary system.  Simply by becoming a part of it, you will accept him and all that he is.  You will eternally seal your DOOM if you ever give into this mark.  IF YOU TAKE THE MARK, THEN YOU HAVE NO HOPE AND NO REDEMPTION.  IT’S ALL OVER!
This prophetic warning links the worship of the Beast and his image together with the mark for buying and selling together.  To even take the mark and buy and sell with it is to worship the Beast.  The money system and the religious system will be one.

Point to Ponder:   Although this might sound like a paranoid conspiracy theory, there is much historical evidence to back this claim if one has the fortitude to look with an open mind.  But for centuries, there is evidence of men and women who work behind the scenes of governments who buy off politicians and putting their advisors into places of influence and power through the persuasion of money.  

They are the ones who are the power behind the powers.  They are actually puppets and pawns of the spirit of this world (controlled by Satan).  Satan historically will use people to manipulate others making them think that they are the ones in control until he decides to destroy them himself.  He hates mankind and makes a cruel master.  This is the spirit of Babylon at work that has existed throughout the ages through the avenues of witchcraft and false religion and greedy humans. 

The point is that evil has always tried to control people through their greed.  The love of money brings destruction and slavery to this spirit.  Here, at the finality of the evil day, the money system and pure Satanism will be merged into a seductive package that will damn you if you have any part of it.  
1 Timothy 6:9-10 “ 9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and [into] many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. “
The narrative then goes on to describe the torments of Hell.
Revelation 14:10-12 “ 10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 
11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. 
12 Here is the patience of the saints: here [are] they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.“
Babylon is pictured as a great harlot a little later seducing the world and feeding it wine from her cup of abominations.  If you drink from her cup, you will drink from the Lord’s cup of wrath.  

Point to Ponder:  God has two cups.  One is the cup of grace that represents the life’s blood that Jesus shed for us for us to be forgiven and redeemed unto God, and this other cup.  The second is the cup of wrath.  If you don’t drink of the cup of grace, then someday you will know the cup of God’s wrath.  God would rather you know His grace than His wrath.
At this time, the judgment of God is given generally with grace and a chance to repent.  During Greater Tribulation, the Wrath of God is served undiluted by Grace.  It is the fulfillment of a life of iniquity and thumbing the nose at the Lord.  It is the result of a unrepentant, reprobate life.

This is the cup of wrath spoken of by both Isaiah and Joel before.  And not only that, it is poured out without mixture.   It is undiluted which means that there will be no mercy.  I know that God is love, but He is also a God of justice.  The time of grace is passed here.   There will be no mercy mixed into this judgment - no mercy!
Isaiah 51:17 “ Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand of the LORD the cup of his fury; thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup of trembling, [and] wrung [them] out. “

Isaiah 63:2-6 “ 2 Wherefore [art thou] red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the winefat? 3 I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people [there was] none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment. 4 For the day of vengeance [is] in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come. 5 And I looked, and [there was] none to help; and I wondered that [there was] none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me. 6 And I will tread down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my fury, and I will bring down their strength to the earth. “

Jeremiah 25:15 “ For thus saith the LORD God of Israel unto me; Take the wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send thee, to drink it. 16 And they shall drink, and be moved, and be mad, because of the sword that I will send among them. 17 Then took I the cup at the LORD'S hand, and made all the nations to drink, unto whom the LORD had sent me: “

Jeremiah 51:57 “ And I will make drunk her princes, and her wise [men], her captains, and her rulers, and her mighty men: and they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith the King, whose name [is] the LORD of hosts. “

Revelation 16:19 “ And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. “
There are not two “gods” as some Gnostic minded people have tried to suggest; a loving one and a wrathful one.  They are the same God!  He wants you to know Him as a God of grace, but if you reject His Son then your own sins are the enemy of God and must be judged.  You cannot really understand the love and grace of God until you understand the other side of the balance - His Wrath.
Day and night torment in the presence of Jesus the Lamb who they have rejected by accepting this “other messiah”.  The torment includes sulfur and a literal fire.  Smoke of their torment.  This is a reference to the Lake of Fire - burning sulfur.  This is not the quick burning up of the soul and an end as some teach.

The question is asked, how could a loving God send people to the Lake of Fire?  
Answer:  He won’t, the sin that is un-repented of will.  If anyone goes to Hell and later the Lake of Fire, then they do it as a trespasser.  
God never wanted you to follow Satan through your sins so that you would get a fate reserved for fallen angels.  But men in their stubbornness refuse to turn and live for Christ.  This is the judgment of the Devil and his angels, and only if man rejects Jesus Christ and embraces the evil that follows Satan will he wind up with a fallen angel’s destiny.
Day and night torment:  The Lake of Fire is forever.  The pure wrath is poured out without mixture of any mercy or grace or anything if you take the mark.  Have you heard the expression, “Hell will burn a bit hotter of some?”

If you worship the image and take his mark you will receive this as your reward, and can receive no other destiny after you make that decision.  If you are left behind, beware!  It would be better for you and your family and your children to be killed or even tortured to death than to spend eternity in the Lake of Fire.
“ As they have drunk the intoxicating wine of idolatry or spiritual fornication, they shall now drink

the wine of God is wrath, which is poured out into the cup of his indignation. This is an allusion to the poisoned cup, which certain criminals were obliged to drink, on which ensued speedy death. “- Adam Clarke’s Commentary
The word “tormented” is used.  This is the Greek basanizo which means to torture or to vex with severe pain.  This is a painful eternal fate.  The smoke of their torment will go up forever.  They died as the enemies of the Lord and will face the same judgment with their father, Satan.  THIS FATE IS NOT MEANT FOR MAN, AND JESUS THE SON OF GOD BECAME HUMAN FLESH AND DIED SO THAT WE COULD AVOID IT.
There will be NO REST for those who worshiped the beast.  Their torment seems to be a little worse than others there.  It has been debated if people receive different levels of torment.  Well, if you take this mark, then you are the enemy of God and will suffer as an enemy.  The mark of the beast will get you the same horrible fate of the devil that you are openly worshiping.
The patience of the saints is there no matter what you suffer, to give in and break God’s command on this would be much worse than anything you could ever go through.  THERE WILL BE SAINTS AT THIS TIME - PEOPLE WILL BE SAVED IN THIS TERRIBLE TIME.
Revelation 14:13 “ 13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed [are] the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them. ”

The point here is that the times will become so hard for those who have become Christians, that to die and go to Heaven and be in that number under the altar would be a special blessing of rest.  They will have been so tormented that death would be a release into paradise.

There is a REST promised.  Before they died, they had no rest.  The works of God that they do for Christ God will follow them for reward in Heaven.  The things that we do for Christ follow us!  God will not forget what has been done in Jesus’ name with a heart that desires to serve Him.

They are blessed that die in the Lord from this point on.  It will be a true challenge not to take the Mark of the Beast with so much evil unleashed and the temptation that will go with it.  Those who toil and suffer during this time will rest in the presence of the Lord and their works will follow them to Heaven.  They will be rewarded for their good works and rest.
To die during this time will be a true rest in every sense of the word.  They are blessed.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Revelation 14:14 “ And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud [one] sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. “
THE ANGEL WITH THE SHARP SICKLE AND GOLDEN CROWN IDENTIFIED: JESUS, THE SON OF GOD COMING BACK AS THE LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH IS SEEN AS THE SON OF MAN READY TO HARVEST.
The Son of Man is one of the titles of Jesus.  In fact, you see that title used for the glorified Jesus as He is dressed as our great High Priest in Revelation 1:13.  The same wording is used in a number of places for Jesus Christ (Daniel 7:13 for example).

Revelation 1:13 “ And in the midst of the seven candlesticks [one] like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. “
Acts 7:55-56 “ 55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. “
Luke 12:40 “ Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think not. 
He is on a white cloud.  White is the word “leukos” which is so white that it is brightly shining.  The angels foretold that Jesus would return on a cloud in the same way that He left.  Jesus will return to Earth again on that brightly shining white cloud.   He is shown here almost impatiently waiting for the word to come so that he can come gather this harvest.  THERE IS A FEELING OF IMPATIENCE AS THIS LATE HARVEST IS GATHERED.
Acts 1:8-11 “ 8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. “
Luke 21:27-28 “ 27 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh”
Daniel 7:13 “ I saw in the night visions, and, behold, [one] like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 
He is crowned not the kingly crown that He will have later, but the stephanos or “crown of victory”.  He will be coming in victory and He will be bringing us the victory.  He has overcome.

Not only has He overcome, but in this harvest He is the conqueror that makes us conquerors.  There is a contrast and compare in the scripture here between the two different harvests of the Last Days.  There is a lot of dualism seen in these scriptures, and these two harvests show the balance of God. He is both a God of Love (He is love), but He is a Just God and jealous God.  There is a side of wrath that can come out.  

Romans 8:37 “ Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. “

Revelation 3:10-11 “ 10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. “
NOTE THAT JESUS HAS A STEPHANOS OR OVERCOMER CROWN.  AT ARMAGEDDON HE WILL HAVE A DIADEMA OR KINGLY CROWN AFTER HE IS CROWNED KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.  THIS FIRST HARVEST IS ANOTHER TIME OTHER THAN THE DAY OF THE LORD.
He is going to reap a harvest.  He has a sharp sickle (hooked pruning hook) for reaping.  A harvest of some kind is about to be harvested.  There are two harvests spoken of here in Revelation 14, but it is Jesus who reaps both of them.  This is an explanatory, and not a sequential occurrence passage. 
QUESTION:  WHAT ARE THE TWO HARVESTS?  THEY SHOW TWO DIFFERENT HARVESTS –  THE GRAIN AND THEN THE GRAPE.   ONE OCCURS AT THE BEGINNING AND ANOTHER ONE LATER.  THEY ARE DIFFERENT.
The First Harvest (THE GOOD HARVEST):  
John 4:34-37 “ 34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. 35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and [then] cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 36 And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. 37 And herein is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. “
Matthew 9:36-39 “ 36 But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly [is] plenteous, but the labourers [are] few; 38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. “

Matthew 20:6-8 “ 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? 7 They say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatsoever is right, [that] shall ye receive. 8 So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the labourers, and give them [their] hire, beginning from the last unto the first. “
The Son of Man’s Harvest here is quitting time at 6:00 p.m.  The time has come when they can work no longer and it is time to reap what has been gathered.  This is the final reaping of the church.

There are two different descriptions of the Lord’s Return even as there are two different kinds of harvests shown here.  One is His return to the Earth, and the other has to do with the air and the clouds.   You see, one shows hope and the other brings dread.  They are different harvests being shown in the following scriptures:

A Harvest of Hope for the Church + O. T. Saints
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NAS)  “ 13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope.14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep.16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of [the] archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first.17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.”

A Harvest of Doom and Dread... Day of the Lord
Revelation 19:11-16 (NAS) “ 11 And I saw heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, and He who sat upon it [is] called Faithful and True; and in righteousness He judges and wages war.12 And His eyes [are] a flame of fire, and upon His head [are] many diadems; and He has a name written [upon Him] which no one knows except Himself.13 And [He is] clothed with a robe dipped in blood; and His name is called The Word of God.14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white [and] clean, were following Him on white horses.15 And from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. “
Revelation 14:15-16 “ 15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. 
16 And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped.
If you look at the Earthly Harvests that this would be based on, the first would be the Grain Harvest (which is so white that it is almost too late), and the Vine Harvest of the Grapes of God’s Wrath.
A messenger is sent from the Temple where God the Father is to where the Son of Man or God the Son is waiting upon this cloud and says that it’s time!  It’s time... it’s time!  It is almost like some kind of ceremony is being demonstrated for the universe as the expectation of the Son of Man is seen given the release to go and reap this harvest.  Jesus made it clear that HE did not know the timing, but the Father did.  This shows that.
Mark 13:31-33 “ 31 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. 32 But of that day and [that] hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. “
Now Jesus Christ is seen and said to be at the right hand of the Father.  Stephen saw Him there.  In Revelation 5 before the seals are broken, the Lamb of God (Jesus Christ) is elsewhere and comes to God the Father and takes the little book (scroll).  And here, you see Him elsewhere just waiting for that word to go.
Jesus is sitting on the cloud waiting for this moment.  He knows it’s coming, but the exact moment He waits for.  There is a time appointed.  Jesus made that clear.  The Heavenly Father knows the day and the hour, and He is the only one.  This is deliberate.
The Son of man is told to thrust in his sickle and reap!  It’s reaping time!  The time of reaping has come.  This harvest must be taken in now!   Mark 4:26-29 “26 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed into the ground  27 And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. 28 For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear. 29 But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come.”
Ripe here is the Greek xērainō which means so ripe that it is ready to wither away or to make dry or dried up.  It is a word used with plants showing that they are over-ripe to the point of becoming withered.  The fruit is brought forth and it is time to gather in the Harvest for it is ripe.  THIS IS THE HARVEST THAT JESUS SAID WE SHOULD PRAY FOR WORKERS TO WORK IN IT.  IT IS AS IF THE LORD PUT IT OFF AS LONG AS POSSIBLE (ALMOST DRIED UP) TO ALLOW MORE TO BE SAVED.
We know from Matthew 25 and the 10 Virgins that half of the church will be dried up, lukewarm or basically backslidden.  The oil will have dried in their vessels and they will not have enough oil to keep their own lights burning.  They will hear the call to come to the Marriage Supper (the Trump of God and Voice of the Archangel), but they will not go.  Half will be ready and go and half will be left behind because they “DEHYDRATED SPIRITUALLY”.
So, the FIRST HARVEST is so ripe that it is withering from being left there so long.  It shows a wearing down and drying out.  If this harvest is not taken at this time, it will be spoiled.  Could this be a very vivid explanation of why only “half” of those who are part of the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 25 – the 10 Virgins) are ready, and half have become lukewarm by letting their oil (anointing or presence of God) leak out?  They are drying up.
Point to Ponder: This is a very important point about this harvest.  When speaking of the next harvest in the coming verses about a later reaping, the harvest of the wrath of God is seen to be “fully ripe” which is another word altogether which means flourishing or ready and ripe to harvest (the grapes of God’s Wrath in the Day of the Lord).  
This first harvest is a completely different word which means that this harvest that comes first is so ripe that it is drying and withering on the vine.  It is a withering effect.  

It has been left for such a long time that it has started to wither and if left any longer, then it would not survive. This is the harvest that we are commanded to work, that will be reaped by Jesus Christ in the air.  It is the catching away of the church.  This is what we like to call the “rapture” of the church.  The timing is literally the latest that it can be without destroying the crop.  

Contrary to many teachers pet teachings, things are not going to get better and better before we are called out of here.  Although there will be a restoration revival where the Spirit of the Lord is poured out fresh on the hungry, on the most part the world will wax worse and worse, and much of the church will “fall away”.  But Jesus Christ will be right on time.  You can see His anxiousness here.  In the following verse, is it speaking of the first harvest or that terrible second harvest?
Luke 18:7-8 “ 7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? 8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth? “
This is why we are told in Luke:  Luke 21:36 “ Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. “
There will be a withering effect upon the church in the last days.  Many will be drying up, and it is not a good thing to dry up before the end.  In fact, we are given a very graphic warning of that in a parable about the 10 Virgins in Matthew 25.

Matthew 25:1-6 “1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 2 And five of them were wise, and five [were] foolish. 3 They that [were] foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. “

Jesus Christ is the one who reaps this harvest.  The Earth itself is reaped, not just Israel or some particular region.  But it is the Earth that is reaped by the Son of Man.  Notice that this particular title is used in relationship in the former scriptures for this event and it is used here.

He is said to come in the clouds, and in 1 Thessalonians 4, He comes and catches away His church in the air.  This is where you see Him.  The first harvest is a harvest of mercy where it is brought in before it’s destroyed for being out too long.  The last harvest here is a harvest of wrath.
These are not the same event told two different ways as some have promoted.  This is a parenthetical placing of the two harvests for understanding as it is, for there is 3 ½ years more of things that happen and is told after this chapter before the end.  The first harvest occurs at the beginning of the 70th Week of Daniel before the Seals are broken (which is why all the Elders are gathered watching it), and the second harvest occurs at the end of the 70th Week at the 7th Bowl Judgment.
Do not try and make these two harvests the same, for they are obviously not the same.  The differences is why that it is placed here to show us the former harvest when God is moving in grace, and the last harvest at the end when God is moving in wrath (grace is over).

It is the contrast that is being shown:  
· Jesus the Son of man coming as the deliverer; 
· and then later Jesus Christ the messenger of God’s wrath coming in the fury of the Lord as judge and executioner.

Revelation 14:17-19 “ 17 And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. 
18 And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. 
19 And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast [it] into the great winepress of the wrath of God. “
This harvest is different.  This messenger of God’s wrath will come in vengeance.  It is a sharp sickle... and all will know that they have been visited.  The order goes out from God the Father.  THIS IS THE DAY OF THE LORD AND THE HARVEST OF THE WRATH OF GOD.
We know from other scriptures that this angel or messenger is none other than Jesus Christ.  At this time He comes out of the Temple in Heaven.  The last harvest is already past where He waited for it on the cloud.  But He still has a sharp sickle for reaping.

An angel comes out from the altar which has authority over the fire.  This reminds one of the seraphim (fiery ones) of Isaiah 6 (possibly the same as cherubim) who were called so and who had authority over the fire at the altar of God.  One placed a live coal on Isaiah’s lips.  One is also reminded of the fire this same Jesus as High Priest poured on the Earth before 1/3 of the Earth was burned down in the nuclear war of the 1st Trumpet in Revelation 8.
Isaiah 6:6-7 “ 6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, [which] he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: 7 And he laid [it] upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. “
There is a fire angel involved.  Fire is deeply joined with the 7th Vial or Bowl judgment and Armageddon.

Isaiah 26:20-27:2 “ 20 Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast. 21 For, behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain. 

27:1 In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that [is] in the sea. 2 In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine. “
2 Thessalonians 1:7 “ And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; “
2 Thessalonians 2:8 “ And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: “

Revelation 19:15 “ And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. “

Revelation 18:17 “ For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, 18 And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What [city is] like unto this great city!” 

Revelation 1:16 “ And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance [was] as the sun shineth in his strength. “
This particular harvest is spoken of in other places in scripture as the “DAY OF THE LORD”, or the “DAY OF THE SUPPER OF THE GREAT GOD”.  It is a fearful time on the Earth.  

The Greek word for ripe here is different from the above.  It is the Greek akmazo {ak-mad'-zo}, which is to be fully ripe, to flourish, come to maturity.  We find out that the grapes are God’s wrath.  THE TIME FOR GRACE IS OVER HERE.   IT IS TIME FOR THE FULL JUDGEMENT.

Jesus is bringing the wrath that you see at Armageddon at the 7th Bowl Judgment.  It is connected with fire, if atomic or supernatural it really isn’t clear no matter what anybody claims.  The text suggests both.  But fire will be involved in that destruction of the Armies in the Mountain of Megiddo in the Valley of Jehoshaphat. 

Joel 3:12-21 “ 12 Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. 13 Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness [is] great. 14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD [is] near in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining. 16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD [will be] the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel. 17 So shall ye know that I [am] the LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any more.   18 And it shall come to pass in that day, [that] the mountains shall drop down new wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a fountain shall come forth of the house of the LORD, and shall water the valley of Shittim. 19 Egypt shall be a desolation, and Edom shall be a desolate wilderness, for the violence [against] the children of Judah, because they have shed innocent blood in their land. 20 But Judah shall dwell for ever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation. 21 For I will cleanse their blood [that] I have not cleansed: for the LORD dwelleth in Zion. “
Here is a greater description of what we call the Battle of Armageddon.  The blessing will come afterward to God’s people, but there will be a harvest of wrath in that last day.  The iniquity will be so great that God’s judgment will be full!  

Notice the “valley of Jehoshaphat”.  Different scholars attribute this place to different places and to be quite honest there is no way to know which place is meant.  Some think that it is a valley where the old king won a particularly great battle.  THE BEST INTERPRETATION IS THAT IT IS A SYMBOLIC NAME FROM JEHOSHAPHAT’S NAME: it means YAHWEH HAS JUDGED.
And this is the valley of Jehovah’s (Yahweh’s) judgment.  Plus, it is a battle that gives hope to the people of God.  Read 2 Chronicles sometime.  The battle is not yours but God’s, Jehoshaphat! 

Point to Ponder:  Do you remember the refugees?  Do you remember the scriptures about Jesus appearing in the Eastern skies?  Edom or Jordan, or more specifically Petra is east of Israel.  He will appear east of Israel over Petra to show them that the salvation of the Lord has come to them... and the final judgment of the Antichrist and the other evil nations and armies has come.  

Apparently the Jordanians will be on their way to destroy the Jewish refugees at Petra (Bozrah) and the Lord does a destruction there and saves the ones in refuge there at the “ROCK” and goes west to take care of the armies gathered there by the Antichrist and the False Prophet.

That is why He is seen coming from the Eastern Sky... He starts west at Jordan and then goes east.

Look at this:
Isaiah 34:5-8 “ 5 For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment. 6 The sword of the LORD is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness, [and] with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams: for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea. 7 And the unicorns shall come down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls; and their land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat with fatness. 8 For [it is] the day of the LORD'S vengeance, [and] the year of recompences for the controversy of Zion. 
Isaiah 63:1-6 “ 1 Who [is] this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this [that is] glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save. 2 Wherefore [art thou] red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the winefat? 3 I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people [there was] none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment. 4 For the day of vengeance [is] in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come. 5 And I looked, and [there was] none to help; and I wondered that [there was] none to uphold: therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me. 6 And I will tread down the people in mine anger, and make them drunk in my fury, and I will bring down their strength to the earth. “
This shows the most merciless judgment ever to come from God.  This is a judgment similar to that of Sodom and Gomorrah.  It will include a great shaking of the ground and carnage.  The vines are gathered and put into God’s winepress of wrath.  It will be served without any watering down.  This is the judgment and wrath of God. 

Revelation 14:20 “ And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand [and] six hundred furlongs. “
The judgment happens outside of Jerusalem (one reason that many think that the Valley of Jehoshaphat is the Kidron Valley).  They gather at Armageddon (hill or mountain of Megiddo) and are moving to take Jerusalem when Jesus intervenes outside the city.
A winevat is a press that is used to squeeze the juice out of grapes.  It literally empties out the juices out of the grapes.  In this case, it is the fullness of God’s Wrath at the iniquities of the peoples of the Earth.  It is their life’s blood that comes out of this press.  The winevat brings a deadly harvest of death that is difficult to understand.

Blood is the wine - carnage is the harvest - as high as a horses bridle would be would be the blood.  It will make a river of blood as tall as a horses’ bridle (probably about 5 to 5.5 feet) for 1600 furlongs (actually Greek stadia or stadion which is about 600 feet each).  1600 stadia (40 x 40 - is this symbolic?  Probably for a completeness as in 40 days and nights, or wandering the desert 40 years, but those are both symbolic and literal) times 600 feet.  

1600 stadia equals 960000 feet, or 181.8 mileS.  This means there will be a river of blood 181 miles long (the length roughly of Israel) and over 5 feet deep.  It shows just an unbelievable amount of people being killed all at one time.  I don’t know that blood will be seen flowing, but that much will be spilled.  This according to a number of commentaries, but I notice the width of such a river is not given.  
The point is that there will be literally millions and millions killed at the Second Coming of Christ.  In fact, it is described as a time of fire and brightness, so there is no literal river of blood.  But, if you took the blood of everyone who is killed that day there in Israel into a 5 foot deep trench, it would stretch the entire length of Israel.
Revelation 19:14-16 “ 14 And the armies [which were] in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And he hath on [his] vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. “
Ezekiel 39:17-21 “ 17 And, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD; Speak unto every feathered fowl, and to every beast of the field, Assemble yourselves, and come; gather yourselves on every side to my sacrifice that I do sacrifice for you, [even] a great sacrifice upon the mountains of Israel, that ye may eat flesh, and drink blood. 18 Ye shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs, and of goats, of bullocks, all of them fatlings of Bashan. 19 And ye shall eat fat till ye be full, and drink blood till ye be drunken, of my sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you. 20 Thus ye shall be filled at my table with horses and chariots, with mighty men, and with all men of war, saith the Lord GOD. 21 And I will set my glory among the heathen, and all the heathen shall see my judgment that I have executed, and my hand that I have laid upon them. “
Zechariah 14:7-16 “ 7 But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, [that] at evening time it shall be light. 
8 And it shall be in that day, [that] living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be.  9 And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one. 10 All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin's gate unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner gate, and [from] the tower of Hananeel unto the king's winepresses. 11 And [men] shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited. 
12 And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth. 13 And it shall come to pass in that day, [that] a great tumult from the LORD shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbour. 
14 And Judah also shall fight at Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the heathen round about shall be gathered together, gold, and silver, and apparel, in great abundance. 15 And so shall be the plague of the horse, of the mule, of the camel, and of the ass, and of all the beasts that shall be in these tents, as this plague. 

16 And it shall come to pass, [that] every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. “
The evening time in that day which will be as the day with so much light.  Is this a reference to the light of Jesus lighting the night as the middle of day, or is it of “one day which shall be known to the Lord”... the Day of the Lord... and the brightness of Jesus’ coming and the holocaust that comes will look like day in the middle of the night.

THIS IS THE DAY OF THE LORD.  The plague that God uses against them sounds much like that their bodies are melting... the people who have fought against Jerusalem.... their flesh will consume away as they stand... their eyes will consume in their holes... their tongue in their mouth... it sounds much like what happens when you are at ground zero of an atomic blast.

I know that Jesus is coming in His glory with us behind Him.  I know that it is the Word that He speaks that destroys them... but look at verse 13.  God causes them to rise against one another... that is what causes the plague.  THIS SOUNDS MUCH LIKE AT JESUS’ WORD AND APPEARANCE, THEY DESTROY THEMSELVES WITH NUCLEAR FIRE.
Only in our generation is this prophecy even possible... that the armies destroying one another (much as in 2 Chronicles 20 with “Jehoshaphat”) with weapons that will cause you to vaporize is only now possible in our Atomic Age.  Jesus causes the end to come through judgment and His coming.

It is trodden outside the city (Jerusalem).  So, before that the armies can get to Jerusalem, Jesus Christ the King of Kings and Lord of Lords with the armies of Heaven destroy them with the brightness of His coming!   THIS IS THE SECOND COMING OR ADVENT OF CHRIST!
Then the 1000 years of peace (Millennial Reign of Christ) follows and the Lord is the King of the Earth.  There will be some survivors of those countries that fought Israel, but it does not sound like that it is the majority.  Many will die in that Day of the Lord in judgment.  But the remnant that survives the Day of the Lord will worship Jesus through the 1000 years and will keep the Feast of Tabernacles.  
There will be a real peace and all will worship the one God.  They will take a great spoil from their oppressors.  
QUICK TIMELINE:

CATCHING AWAY
-
FIRST HARVEST as the Grain Harvest of the Kingdom of God


Saints (OT and NT) in Heaven with crowns and resurrected bodies before seals are broken


Seals Broken
-
-
70th Week of Years (7-Year Period) of Daniel Begins 

TRIBULATION PERIOD FOR 7 YEARS

LESSER TRIBULATION -

3 ½ Years

Seals 1-7 (includes 

Including nuclear war and World War

the 7 Trumpets)

GREATER TRIBULATION -
3 ½ Years

The 7 Bowls (Vials)
-
Includes Mark of the Beast and Antichrist’s Rise

DAY OF THE LORD -
2ND COMING OF JESUS CHRIST -
ARMAGEDDON


The SECOND HARVEST of the grapes of God’s Wrath in blood


Antichrist and False Prophet thrown alive into Lake of Fire

THE 1000 YEAR MILLENNIAL REIGN OF CHRIST


Satan and all demons bound for 1000 years


No war or open sin


Life spans greatly increased


Jesus Christ with Saints brings the Kingdom of Heaven to Earth

SATAN RELEASED FOR A SHORT SEASON


The last of the rebels tempted


A flood of Fire falls on the rebels

GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT


Satan and his angels and demons cast into the Lake of Fire


2nd Resurrection of wicked – judged


Those whose names not in the Book of Life cast into Lake of Fire


Hell consumed by Lake of Fire


Death thrown into Lake of Fire before it is sealed

NEW HEAVEN AND NEW EARTH -
CREATION AGAIN – HEALING UNIVERSE OF SIN


New Jerusalem intersects with Earth


Living survivors live sin-free into eternity

REVELATION CHAPTER FIFTEEN

THE 7 PHIAL (Bowl) JUDGMENTS

Greater Tribulation of the 2nd half of the 7 Years
The Introduction of the 7 Angels and the Final Judgments

Revelation 15:1 “ And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God. “

Here John sees another sign or wonder in heaven.   He is being brought back into a chronological series of events again with the 7 bowl judgments.   It is a great and marvelous wonder that he sees.  This is letting you know that what is coming is tremendous even in the light of the previous things that John has seen thus far.
The sign is in heaven, and most likely we are speaking of that pan-dimensional 3rd Heaven of angelic realms.  These 7 messengers of judgment are preparing to bring a very personal message from God.  God has poured His WRATH into the containers that these angels hold.

Here is another “7” that we see in this Revelation of Jesus Christ given by John.  We have seen the 7 Seals and 7 Trumpets; the description of the Holy Spirit as being the 7 spirits of God; the 7 heads (the world system) on the Dragon and the Beast (later seen as 7 mountains); the 7 messenger angels which were pastors of the 7 churches of Asia Minor; the 7 Trumpet Judgments; the mysterious 7 Thunders at the middle of the Tribulation; and now the 7 angels who hold the 7 phial judgments of Greater Tribulation.

Here are the last 7 judgments that occur in sequence or in order in the last half of the 7 years of Tribulation.  This is Greater Tribulation under the dominion of the Antichrist in Jerusalem.  He moves in as a peacemaker and ends up a megalomaniacal tyrant.  This is what happens when someone who wants to be a god gets power over others.

God’s judgment shall fall upon the world during this time as the world throws away all spiritual discernment to embrace Satan’s Kingdom through the Beast and his Mark.  As they turn to the Beast, they will begin to taste the rotten rewards of what they have sown.  They turn to evil for selfish reasons and become evil themselves.
THIS IS FALLING ON A WORLD FULL OF REPROBATES – NO WONDER THE WRATH OF GOD IS UNDILUTED.

These 7 angels have the last 7 plagues of the Tribulation, and they hold the full wrath of God.  They are about to pour out the wrath.  The phials are “filled up”, which is the Greek teleo.  This means something that is not just filled up, but to bring to the total fulfillment or accomplishment.  It brings to it the perfected “goal” of the end.
The pure wrath of God is contained within these bowls.  There is no mercy here at all.  As if the previous outpourings of judgment weren’t bad enough, these are the pure wrath.  The Wrath of God is being poured out upon the Earth.
Normally now, we think of the presence of God with God’s Glory (khabod0, or the heaviness of His presence in wonderful terms for He is holy and graceful.  But this is a time when the presence of God brings no grace and love.  Yes, God is love and He is a God of grace and His only begotten Son Jesus is testimony of that!  BUT at this time, the wrath of God is the side that is being poured out.  Grace is held for those refugees running from the Beast and for those already in Heaven.  THESE BOWLS BRING THAT PURE HOLY JUDGMENT FROM GOD’S PRESENCE!
What application can we get out of this for our lives?  REPENT TODAY WHILE THAT YOU MAY.  PREACH THE MESSAGE THAT JESUS GAVE TO US WHILE THAT WE MAY.  Matthew 3:2 “ And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. “
Point to Ponder:  People has a very sickly sweet unbalanced view of God that the Bible (and God by the way) never taught.  They take certain scriptures about God and ignore others, which is always the way to bring you to pure error.  The Bible is balanced and so is Yahweh (God the Father, God the Son Jesus Christ, and God the Holy Spirit).  God is love and if you have ever been forgiven for a lifetime of sin and brought into the family of God in love, then you know that God is love and what grace is.  But God is holy and He is a just God.  If we do not repent and receive God’s love, then we will get to know through our rebellion God’s other side.  The just side that brings judgment.

God is holy and we are to be holy through God in our lives.  God is love and all the real love in us came from God.  God is love and holy at the same time.  He wants to be graceful to us, but if we rebel and reject Jesus then we will know Him as Judge and there is only one penalty for sin  - DEATH.  

God is not the one-sided candy machine that this age of televangelists claim.  He is not obligated to do our bidding if we use the right words or plant our seed (give an offering to the minister’s ministry).  God is not all love to where everyone is saved in the end (to the Universalist, Satanists and Buddhists and Muslims are all our brothers in Christ… Jesus told us something totally different).  Jesus let us know that the vast majority were on the road that leads to destruction (the Lake of Fire).  The Bible tells us that it is God’s will that none perish, but that all would repent and be saved.  But Jesus tells us the reality is that God’s Will is circumvented in all too many lives as people reject Jesus and their sin must be judged.  God is love, but He is just and holy at the same time.

Revelation 15:2-3 “ 2 And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, [and] over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. 
3 And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous [are] thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true [are] thy ways, thou King of saints. “

This is the best description that John could give us.   He speaks of a sea of glass mingled with fire which is describing a clear surface of radiating power.  I wonder exactly what he saw.  You see descriptions of the sea of glass and fire before the throne several places in scripture.  It is an interesting description of something completely unearthly.  John is doing the best with his human, Earthly frame of reference.
WHO ARE THESE THAT SING BOTH THE SONG OF MOSES AND OF JESUS CHRIST?  These that John sees are an interesting group indeed.  You see these aren’t just ones who have been martyred during the Tribulation as the number under the throne out of every kindred, tongue and nation (the souls) given white robes that stay and serve God the Father day and night that you see in Revelation 6 (5th Seal) and in greater detail in Revelation 7.  Those are Tribulation Saints, and these are too.  But they have another significance apart from those that were martyred before.
These aren’t the 144,000 (we saw them last chapter), for these overcome the Mark of the Beast and the Antichrist (the 144,000 are caught up just as that begins).  The 144,000 never have to overcome the Mark of the Beast.  It begins when they are caught up to Heaven in the middle of the Tribulation.
THE FACT THAT THEY ARE OF ISRAEL (AND JESUS CHRIST) AND HAVE OVERCOME THE MARK OF THE BEAST AND THE NUMBER OF HIS NAME SHOWS US WHO THEY ARE.  They are those who withstood the test of the Last Half of the Tribulation and were willing to die rather than take the Mark of the Beast.  They are out of the house of Israel (they are Jews or out of one of the tribes of Israel), and they have been born again believing on Jesus Christ (they sing the song of the Lamb).  They have overcome the Antichrist and his Mark through their own martyrdom.
This is the remnant out of Israel that turns to Jesus Christ that the Beast can get his hands on and martyr in the 2nd half of the seven years (after the Mark of the Beast began at the middle).  It is the “sun-clothed woman (the nation of Israel) that turns Christian that is being slaughtered that has run from the Beast.  They are seen being given a special place in Heaven because of overcoming the temptation of the false religion and damnation of the Mark.

Revelation 12:17 “ And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. “

They have harps (like the elders), and they sing the song of Moses.  The Elders are out of every tribe, people, nation, and tongue.  These sing the song of Moses because they are of the tribes of Israel.  Remember the song that they sung after that they crossed the Red Sea.  Exodus 15:1-19

This group of people are Jewish that have turned to Christ after the mid-Tribulation catching away (rapture) of the 144,000 Israeli males.  This is the remnant of the woman’s (Israel) seed that is caught up.  They identify with their Jewish heritage in glorifying God and at the same time they are redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ! 
This is a beautiful song of worship and acknowledgment.  They worship God for His works and His holiness.  He has all power and has shown it in their deliverance and bringing these things to pass.  He is the King of Saints.  So, if you don’t acknowledge Him as your King and master, you are not a saint.  He is the King of Saints.  He has the final word in our lives, for He is the King of Glory!  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and all holiness comes from God.  

They call God “the Almighty”, which is the Greek pantokrator.  That word can only be used of God for it means the OMNIPOTENT ONE WHO HAS ALL POWER.  All other powers must bow before Him for God alone has “all power”.

Think on the fact that these people have gone through as close as “hell on Earth” as you can get and they have lost their lives because they had faith in Jesus Christ and they would not damn their eternal souls by taking the Mark of the Beast.  In all the chaos that has erupted on Earth, they recognize that the Almighty God (El Shaddai) is still the Ruler over all and through these judgments He is bringing vengeance on those who have wounded and murdered these people.  Through these judgments, God is going to remove the evil from the Earth and establish the Kingdom of God through Jesus Christ His only begotten Son.

Revelation 15:4 “ Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for [thou] only [art] holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest. “

The 1,000 years of peace spoken of in this song when all nations shall come and worship before you while you pass judgment.  This only begins to occur in the Millennial Reign of Christ.  They are looking forward to this time and praising Yahweh for bringing it to pass.  This is quite a bit of the purpose of the Tribulation, to bring salvation to Israel and any who will believe, and bring this time of God’s Reign on Earth.  Before it is over, all will fear and glorify the name of the Lord.

Only God is holy.  If we are holy, then it is because that we have surrendered to Him and He has made us holy.  The judgments of God is being made manifest in these coming Bowl Judgments and will bring the Kingdom of God on Earth to all nations.  THEY URGENTLY DESIRE THE KINGDOM OF GOD TO COME TO THE EARTH!
Revelation 15:5 “ And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened: “

After this song, John looks and sees the Temple of the Ark of the Covenant in Heaven opened.  This is the actual Holy Place that the Ark that Moses built took it’s pattern from.  Notice that instead of golden cherubim you have real ones, and God the Father (Yahweh) sits on the mercy seat, His throne in which He manifests to His creation.

It is the throne of grace that we can boldly enter through faith.  Hebrews 4:16 “ Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. “
What is coming is judgment from God Almighty.  Jesus, His Son took the little scroll from God the Father’s hand in Revelation 5 and the 7 Seals and 7 Trumpets followed as the Son of God, Jesus opened each Seal.  Here, you see God the Father commanding these messengers to go.

The opening of the Temple is like the revealing of the Glory of God Almighty.  The glory is healing to the repentant, but it brings destruction to the willingly ungodly.  

Revelation 15:6-8 “ 6 And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the seven plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and having their breasts girded with golden girdles. 
7 And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden vials full of the wrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever. 
8 And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and from his power; and no man was able to enter into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled. “

The Seven Phial Plagues

These 7 messengers are clothed “in pure and white linen”.  This suggests that they might be resurrected Saints of God instead of created angels.  We have seen several uses for the word angel.  Keep this possibility in mind.
They hold in these bowls (vial in the KJV) the 7 last plagues of the 70th Week of Daniel.  They are gloriously clad.  
WHITE:  The word white here in Greek is lampros which means gloriously bright and shininG.  This is different word than is used in Revelation 5 for the 24 elders.  That word for white is leukos, which is bright and pure and clean.  This one suggests glory as the angel that shone like lightning that moves the stone at the resurrection of Jesus at the tomb.  Jesus is clothed with a golden girdle earlier.  This almost suggests priesthood.

If this is priesthood girdles, then this helps the idea along that these are actually prophets of God or Saints who are made messengers for these judgments on the Earth.  We will see later that at least one of them seems to be a Saint and Prophet, of the brethren of John.  We do not know about all of them however.

It makes sense that they would be shining since they are literal messengers of the glory of God in the form of His Wrath in these spiritual containers.  They are very powerful angels indeed.  They glow with the glory of God Almighty.  
One of the cherubim handed the 7 angels the 7 golden bowls full of the wrath of God.  I don’t believe that the power and place of cherubim is truly understood.  I think that sometimes it is easier to look at an angel or warrior angel or even the prince archangels like Michael who looks powerful, but human-like.  Cherubim are very alien to anything we have on Earth.  And they are extremely powerful.

According to Ezekiel 28, Satan was a cherub in the form of an angelic winged dragon and was beautiful before he fell.  In Isaiah 14, you see how his name in Hebrew was a worship word (Haylayl), which is literally glory and light and praise be to…, his name was a worship word to Yahweh.  It is the first part of Hallelujah, with Yah (the name of God) at the end of that worship word which has been adopted into almost all the languages of man.

Cherubim are the praise-leaders in Heaven.  Notice in Isaiah (it is debatable if the seraphim are actually cherubim with the name seraph since they handle the fire off of the altar – fiery ones) and in Ezekiel and earlier here in Revelation.  They are the ones who cry out, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, who was and who is and who is to come!”  They stand just a bit lower than the throne of God and surround God’s throne.  THEY ARE POWERFUL AND HERE ONE IS ENTRUSTED TO TAKE THE PHIALS OF THE JUDGMENT OF GOD AND GIVE THEM TO THE 7 ANGELS.
The Temple is filled with the smoke of the glory of God.  The power of God is manifesting.  There is so much power that no one can enter the temple (much like the Earthly one of Moses when the glory fell).   When you consider that glorified Saints and Angels alike could not enter for the glory, this shows you the unleashed glory of God that is being manifested for Saints and Angels are made of sterner stuff than non-glorified humans.
The smoke is the glory of God and it is so great that it has filled the place.  The glory is the awesomeness of God Himself.  The fact that nobody can enter the Temple until all 7 are finished with their judgments also suggests that it will happen quickly toward the end.  On Earth, this goes on for over 3 years from beginning to end.
REVELATION CHAPTER 16

The 7 Phials Poured Out

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Revelation 16:1 “ And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. “

We are not told specifically how long these plagues last, but they fill up the last 3 ½ years of the Tribulation.  They are the judgment of God (from his pure wrath) that will be poured out upon those who have embraced the Beast and his evil kingdom and system.  It will be poured out on the whole Earth and the reaction you see comes from the reprobates who have taken the Mark of the Beast.
THIS IS GREATER TRIBULATION WHEN THE WRATH OF GOD IS POURED OUT ON THE EARTH.

The NASB and most other translations translates the Greek word phial as “bowl”.  The KJV is actually more technically correct using the word vial, but the modern idea of a vial is not what is meant.  A bowl is more descriptive of what is meant here.  The phials here were more bowl-like basin or vessel with a wide mouth.  This is a deep container with a wide mouth for pouring more than a thin tube-like vessel as most modern vials are.
For this study, we will use phial, which is the actual word.  Understand that it is a bowl-like vessel however.

God’s voice tells the messengers of doom to go your ways.  This tells us that there will be several different parts of the Earth affected if they are going different ways.  They will affect the Earth in different ways and in different parts of the world, but the whole world will be affected.  These judgments are to bring the wrath of God upon the Earth.
The wrath of God is being poured out in the second half of the 7 years.  Many call the first half the “pre-wrath” period because of this.  The wrath or “FURY” in the literal Greek is a part of God that we don’t want to experience on the receiving end.  The Bible makes it clear that we are to watch and pray always and not slumber and be drunken as the world is for we are not appointed unto wrath as the world is.
1 Thessalonians 5:9 “For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,”

There is a profound difference between the judgments of the Seals and the Trumpets to these.  There is seen a chance to repent all through the judgments of the first half of the Tribulation.  Greater tribulation is the WRATH OF GOD and frankly most who are affected are those who have become reprobates following the Beast (Antichrist).  There is not seen any repentance here.  It seems that those who are repentant have gone running and hiding for their lives from the Beast and the governments of the world.  

Actually, several verses in this chapter show that the people of the Earth recognize that God is pouring out judgment, but they are not moved to repent.  Instead they are moved to curse God and blaspheme more as they have been consumed by the spirit of the Dragon and are reprobate.  They will hate God and it will not occur to them to repent or turn to Jesus Christ.  They have already begun their spiral down to the Pit.

But the plagues of the Greater Tribulation are geared from the Antichrist and his followers and there is no mercy or call to repentance in them.  There is no correction or call to repentance, but undiluted wrath and judgment.  There is more of a global effect in these judgments where they seem to directly attack those enemies of Jesus on the Earth all throughout the Earth and not just specified areas of the Earth (such as ¼ here and 1/3 there).
Revelation 16:2 “ And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and [upon] them which worshipped his image. “

Revelation 16:2 (NASB) “ And the first [angel] went and poured out his bowl into the earth; and it became a loathsome and malignant sore upon the men who had the mark of the beast and who worshiped his image.”

Revelation 16:2 (ALT) “ And the first went away and poured out his bowl on the earth, and a foul and malignant ulcerated sore occurred on the people, the ones having the mark of the beast and the ones prostrating themselves in worship before its image. “

THE FIRST PHIAL:  Open runny sores that are unbearably painful break out on those who have the Mark of the Beast.

The beginning of the Wrath of God is very specific in its range.  It targets specifically those only who had taken the Mark of the Beast and worshiped his image.  Note that if you take the Mark then you are a worshiper of the image of the Beast.  This will be a world-wide system that will tie in everyone via computers to “The Beast” and his virtual reality image will be seen everywhere.  You buy a candy bar and his image is there.
Remember the angel’s warnings?  Do not take the Mark of the Beast and do not take his number.  Here you see the first down payment on the judgment that is to come on taking the mark.
Point to Ponder:  Let’s look at a possibility before we explore this scripture. The first 4 Seals were a World War.  Each one a progression of that war and the results of that war.  If you look at the first 4 trumpets as a connected nuclear war when that World War becomes an atomic war, then is it possible that the first 4 vial or bowl judgments are connected in the same way as the later results of that nuclear war of the first 4 Trumpets?  I do not wholly believe this as I think that there is a change in the sun and earlier there was a meteorite that was within that nuclear war time frame, but it has enough weight to consider.
Notice that this plague falls upon those who are not Christians and have taken the mark, so this is either a supernatural plague (as the Egyptian Plague of boils) or disease that hunts out only those with the Mark of the Beast or God supernaturally keeps those who belong to Jesus protected from the fallout.  
Here is another possibility that is unlikely, but noteworthy enough to consider:  What if the Mark itself causes some irradiation or some weakness in the body that causes these skin ulcers?  What if it is to blame in some way?  Current biochips uses RFID technology which can actually connect you to a worldwide network and be tracked via satellites.  What if this soft electromagnetic technology opens up some health risk we are not now aware of?
Many (though not all) of these plagues is reminiscent of the Plagues of Egypt:  Exodus 9:8-9 “ 8 And the LORD said unto Moses and unto Aaron, Take to you handfuls of ashes of the furnace, and let Moses sprinkle it toward the heaven in the sight of Pharaoh. 9 And it shall become small dust in all the land of Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking forth [with] blains upon man, and upon beast, throughout all the land of Egypt. “
It is literally poured out upon the Earth, but it is selective in that God is protecting His own saints.  It affects the Earth’s system in some way that causes those with the Mark to get these loathsome open sores. Only the Saints will be safe from this play much like the land of Goshen in Egypt during those plagues.  Goshen might be considered like a low-class ghetto area, but it was the place to live during those times when God protected His people while punishing their oppressors.

This sounds much like radiation sickness.  Radiodermatitis is characterized by eruptions in the skin where radiation has burned the cells.  Nuclear fallout can causes chronic radiodermatitis where the skin cells are ionized by radiation in the very air and rain.  This causes burns and open ugly sores.  That is why there is no real winners in a nuclear war.  Even the winners are losers eventually when the fallout starts poisoning their food and water supply and their skin develops these ulcers as the body slowly is being poisoned.  The survivors in the other parts of the world will have to suffer at the least sickness and some will probably die.

The survivors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and even those who lived near Chernobyl in the Ukraine didn’t survive very well.  Deformities among their young, and rampant skin sores and cancers plagued them and their descendants.  
This causes severe physical pain that is difficult to endure for those who are so afflicted.  It will be a day and night torment and sickness for those who are hurt by this plague.  It sounds very much like radiation sickness, but several things could cause lesions like this but most are radiological in nature.  This could be just a disease, but it is specific in who it affects.
These open sores descriptions come from the Greek words kakos and poneros which could be translated “EVIL AND WICKED” ulcerous sores.  

Kakos means literally evil or evil-doer or bad and is only translated grievous here in Revelation 16:2.  

According to Vine’s Expository Dictionary, when kakos and poneros are used together, kakos is always put first and means “bad in character, base” while poneros means “bad in effect, malignant”.  In 1 Corinthians 5:8, this same grouping of Greek words used in the description of leaven (as sin) as the leaven of malice and wickedness.  So, it has a spiritual meaning first, and then a physical meaning secondly.  
Taking the mark of the beast might not make a mark that can be seen by the naked eye (only a scanner), but God will mark those who have taken it in judgment.  He will mark them with cankerous ulcers all over their bodies that will be very painful and make them sick.  It will also be a source of embarrassment and made them ugly.  Sin can masquerade as beautiful many times (that’s the seduction in it), but when the flash is removed, the true nature seen in its ugliness is what is left.

It is as if God is saying, ‘You have chosen to mark yourselves as slaves to the Beast, so I mark you as evil and wicked with an ugly, festering sore.’

Everyone from the Antichrist and False Prophet and their henchmen to the most common man and woman who have taken the mark of the beast will suffer in this first plague.

POSSIBLE CAUSES OF THIS PLAGUE – UNDERSTANDING STILL IT IS GOD PUTTING IT INTO MOTION

· Fallout from nuclear war (which has occurred) is the number one possibility.  If you are in the atmosphere of the Earth, then you will be exposed to the ionizing effects of the nuclear fallout.

· Solar damage from the sun if the magnetic field of the Earth is damaged.  This actually occurs later and is more severe than this.  But a semi-damaged magnetic shield around us might cause this kind of damage.  This is less likely since a sunscreen would protect you and all who have the mark will suffer from this.

· An electromagnetic side-effect from the RFID (Radio-frequency identification) chips connected into a world network could theoretically cause some radiological side effect with the changes in the Earth’s magnetic fields.

· A disease that God makes sure only attacks those with the mark such as the flesh-eating bacteria (necrotizing fasciitis).

Revelation 16:3 “ And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead [man]: and every living soul died in the sea. “

Revelation 16:3 (GREEK INTERLINEAR) “ kai {AND} o {THE} deuterov {SECOND} aggelov {ANGEL} execeen {POURED OUT} thn fialhn autou {HIS BOWL} eiv {INTO} thn {THE} yalassan {SEA;} kai {AND} egeneto {IT BECAME} aima {BLOOD,} wv {AS} nekrou {OF [ONE] DEAD:} kai {AND} pasa {EVERY} quch {SOUL} zwsa {LIVING} apeyanen {DIED} en {IN} th {THE} yalassh {SEA.}”

Revelation 16:3 (ALT) “ And the second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became blood as of [one] dead, and every living soul [or, creature] died in the sea. “

Revelation 16:3 (AMP) “ The second [angel] emptied his bowl into the sea, and it turned into blood like that of a corpse [thick, corrupt, ill-smelling, and disgusting], and every living thing that was in the sea perished.”

Keep in mind that these judgments spread out over 3 ½ years ending at the Day of the Lord.
This is worse than the mountain that John saw fall on the sea in Revelation 8.  This is worse than the mountain meteor hitting the ocean and the nuclear exchange and destruction of 1/3 of the world’s naval forces  in the 2nd Trumpet.  This is a poisoning of the entire sea (all of it).  Actually this would be worse than what you saw in Egypt with the Nile turning to blood.  

THE SECOND PHIAL the second angel pours his phial upon the sea or ocean, and the life in it dies.  The sea becomes like the blood of a dead man.  And it says that all living souls (all life) will die in the sea.  This is mass death in the ocean(s).  
LIVING – zao from zoa, that which is living.
SOUL – psuche, the breath of life.  The soul is the life force of any breathing creature.  But mankind has a “living soul” or an eternal soul.  The soul of a human the personality including the memories and feelings and thoughts of that person.  It is the real “you”.  But even animals have a life force or soul, but there is not immortal.  

LIVING SOUL used together - According to Robertson’s Word Pictures, “Every soul of life” which is originally a Hebraism for that which is marked by life.  

This is speculation (but it fits the facts given), the massive radiation from the nuclear exchanges in the ocean will cause mass poisoning.  One small leak in a sunken nuclear submarine can poison sea life all around it.  What would massive nuclear detonations and the spreading of nuclear materials throughout the oceans bring?  
What did that comet fragment/meteorite do when it hit the one ocean?  What happens when you add to that massive atomic blasts in the water and even the airbursts affect the water system on Earth including the oceans.

THE OCEANS WILL DIE AND THE WATER WILL BECOME AS A DEAD MAN’S BLOOD.  The life is in the blood, and the life will die in the sea.  This will not limited to just 1/3 of the oceans, but this just says the sea or ocean.  This is a mass dying of sea life and human life that happens to be there as well.  The oceans will become poisoned.  Everything marked with life in the seas shall die.
Argument could be made that it will not be in every ocean or sea, and indeed it doesn’t say that specifically even though it suggests it.  To the degree that its range is, all life in the affected area will die.  IT IS PROBABLY ALL THE OCEANS, BUT IT DOES NOT SPECIFICALLY SAY THAT IT IS.  IT COULD BE CONCENTRATING ON THE ATLANTIC OR PACIFIC.  IT DOES NOT SAY BUT IT WILL HAVE A GREAT EFFECT ON THE BEAST AND HIS PEOPLE.
The 2nd Trumpet was the meteor striking the ocean and 1/3 part of the sea life and humans in the sea and their ships died. The 3rd Trumpet was the wormwood fallout poisoning their rivers and fresh water.  This was from nuclear war on the Russian and Ukrainian and similar landscapes where the Chernobyl reference would be understood.  1/3 of the fresh waters (that is left in the world at that point) is polluted with this fallout which makes people sick and many to die.  Here, the effect of the 2nd Phial is not limited to 1/3 or a 1/4 of the ocean or Earth, but is said to be the sea so it is much more nonspecific.

This is not a reiteration of what you see in the 2nd or 3rd trumpet.  This is something else much less specific to a region and event and more generalized.  The effect it has itself as making the waters so polluted that it is like coagulated old blood is different from any other plague as well.  IT IS NOT THE SAME AS THE 3RD TRUMPET.
This is not a RED TIDE, which is a form of algae or algal blooms of phytoplankton in such numbers that they change the color of the water to red.  This phytoplankton is specifically Karenia Brevis.  It is a microscopic marine algae that is not harmful in its normal small quantities.  But from time to time it accelerates and grows into super-colonies.  It produces a toxin that attacks the central nervous system of marine life causing them to quit breathing.

The description of what happens to the seawater is very particular and strange.  It becomes rotten as old blood.  It is as the stinking old blood of a dead man.  Although this is not the same as the 3rd Trumpet, it is possible that the mass death from the 3rd Trumpet has now contaminated the ocean with an ocean full of rotting corpses polluting and poisoning the seas.  It could be a latter result of the earlier comet/meteor strike on the ocean, at least in part.
THE ANGELS POURS OUT GOD’S WRATH ON THE SEA AND IT BECOMES FULL OF OLD DEAD BLOOD.

Every soul of life, which means that this isn’t just humanity, but it is anything that has a breath or soul.  Coagulated blood is deadly, and you see the picture of the sea which gives life to so many creatures becoming a source of death.  Psalm 105:29 “ He turned their waters into blood, and slew their fish. “

Coagulated blood is dark and thick.  This is massive death in the ocean that is quite deadly to anything it affects.  It is dark and thick and this does not correspond to a Red Tide as some has supposed.
It is interesting to note that many of the things that the Trumpet Judgments affected in the first half of the Tribulations are affected in different and sometimes opposite ways by the Phial Judgments in the last half of the Tribulation.  But the same areas of interest such as the sun, or the rivers, or the ocean are affected though admittedly in different ways.  
There is a kind of parallel integrity with these plagues of the Seals and the Trumpets and the Phials.  The first 4 seals being the world war in its progression.  The first 4 trumpets being the progression of that war into a thermonuclear war with the added devastation of a meteor strike on the ocean.  The first 4 phials could very well be the result on the survivors of those earlier events (plagues) including a massive nuclear war upon the survivors.
Revelation 16:4-7 “ And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood.  
5 And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus. 
6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy. 
7 And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous [are] thy judgments.  “

THE THIRD PHIAL:  the fresh waters become undrinkable.  They become literal blood, and there is a reaping and sowing relationship here between them having to drink blood and that they were responsible for spilling innocent blood of the saints and the prophets.
This is supernatural just as the fresh waters of the Nile turning into blood to the Egyptians was.  This is a supernatural effect, and not just the result of fallout as you saw in the 3rd Trumpet with Wormwood.  This is affecting the same thing in a much wider world-wide range.  The fresh water becomes blood, and yes these plagues primarily affect the Beast and his kingdom, but there is no indication that this is limited to Europe or any other area.
There is no scope given for this plague, but it simply says that the wrath is poured on the fresh waters and rivers.  As far as it says, it would seem to point to the entire world.  We are not told if there is any limit to its scope.
The difference between the 3rd Trumpet and the 3rd Phial is vivid.  The waters became wormwood or poisonously bitter in Revelation 8, and here it is said to become blood as the Egyptian plague.  THIS DOES NOT SAY THAT IT BECAME “AS BLOOD”, BUT LITERALLY BECAME BLOOD – THIS IS A MIRACULOUS CURSE. 

There is an angel that is in charge of the waters here, and he makes an observation:  this plague will affect those who have martyred the saints and prophets, and it is only justice that they now have to drink blood.  They are reaping what they have sown.

At this point, you have to quit thinking of ash from comets and nuclear fallout and ash from cities and understand that it does not say that the waters became “as blood”, but becomes “literally blood.”  I wonder how they will explain this?  This might be one of the reasons that people begin to recognize this as the Judgments of God and being supernatural and begin to curse His name.
The 3rd Angel pours out his phial of God’s Wrath upon the fresh waters and the water becomes blood.  We see here by the angels’ estimation that this is appropriate.  
Those who are given blood to drink are the ones who are guilty of martyring Saints and the Prophets.  They have shed the blood of the innocent that belonged to God and now have to drink blood as punishment.

IT IS A VERY APPROPRIATE JUDGMENT THAT IS EASY TO UNDERSTAND.  WE REAP WHAT WE SOW.

1 Chronicles 16:22 “ Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm. “  

Psalm 105:15 “ Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm. “  
Luke 17:2 “ It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones. “
God takes it very personally when you persecute and especially spill the blood of His own little children.  And when you add the additional weight of one of them being a prophet with the Word of God placed in their mouth, then the offence becomes very personal to God.
Another angel agrees that is around the altar saying, “Even so, Lord God Almighty”.  We might be seeing the wrath of God, but understand that they are righteous and true judgments.  It isn’t God who has brought this on, it is the pure iniquity that has brought the judgment of God.  WHAT GOD IS DOING IS GOOD AND JUST AND DESERVED.
God placed the responsibility of the Earth upon mankind.  He gave man dominion over the Earth and this is the result of mankind giving himself totally over to his lusts and wickedness following the Dragon and blaspheming God.

It has corrupted the very Earth that man oversees, and it is bringing judgment through that very Earth upon man.

God wants to deal with us as sons as a God of grace.  But when we refuse His love and help and hope, then we reap judgment.  The frightening thing is that it will be completely fair.  They will reap what they deserve.  2 Timothy 4:14 “ Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him according to his works: “

So, don’t get angry at God that the Earth is being devastated, but understand that it is man’s doing for giving himself over to the Evil One.  Man’s dominion (the Earth) is now contaminated and has to be cleansed.  These judgments are a righteous reaction in the Earth to man’s iniquities as they come to a full.
Revelation 16:8 “ And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men with fire. 
9 And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory. “

THE FOURTH PHIAL:   the angel pours the wrath upon our sun, and its intensity grows and it scorches men with fire upon the earth.  Men blaspheme God in the deadness of their seared conscience as the final judgment draws closer.
Now as the 4th Trumpet brought a nuclear winter of darkness, so here we have the opposite occurring.  It is affecting the same thing, but in the opposite way.
At one time, I truly thought that the main problem that causes this would be the blown away ozone layer from nuclear war, but they have shown that this tends to heal pretty rapidly.  The text says that the real source of the problem that is affected is the SUN itself.

As much as we need the sun’s rays to heat and generate the life-giving source of energy to keep our planet alive and thriving, it is also capable of being the source of our destruction if there is too much variance in our position relative to it, or in its outputted energy.  

The 4th Angel literally pours out God’s Wrath upon the sun itself.  The sun’s output changed to the degree that the magnetic field and ozone layer of the Earth no longer protects its inhabitants.  There is a great scorching heat that will come from the sun that will burn your flesh with “fire”.

We are seeing our SUN beginning the process that leads to this right now!

There will be a waning nuclear winter with particulate matter still in the upper atmosphere to a degree which should cause the sunlight to go down and the temperatures to go down.  In fact, one of the more insane things suggested to help the so-called global warming would be to initiate a small nuclear war to throw up debris and ash into the sky.
This is like healing a disease by murdering the patient.
The ozone layer helps protect us from ultraviolet side of the spectrum so that we do not get dangerously sunburned, but the kind of damage that you see happening to flesh from the sun would only occur to that degree if the Earth’s magnetic field were damaged or disabled, or if the output of the sun was sufficient to overcome it.
The solar wind is more than just light and heat, but it has within it strong Electromagnetic power flowing out that extends even up into the X-Ray and some gamma ray output.  The EM force actually interacts with the Earth’s rotating liquid iron core to feed it with power making it a powerful electromagnet.  The magnetic force from the Earth’s field flows out of one pole outward to make a protective bubble and flowing back into the other pole (positive to negative as in any other magnet).  

The magnet is created by the rotating liquid iron core, but it is enhanced and manipulated by the force coming from the sun.  The SOLAR WIND flows into and around the magnetic field of the Earth, deflected from striking the Earth head-on.  It is a force field that protects us from being fried from the strong UV rays and X-Rays and plasma that is coming from Sol.  
But some of that EM force that comes in the solar wind does not just flow out (like rain off of an umbrella) around the Earth, but flows magnetically into the poles of the Earth helping boost the EM field of the Earth.  It affects the magnetic field the Earth is producing.  

It is not the atmosphere that is affected in this plague, but it is the sun itself.  In an issue of Newsweek from April 28, 1975, an article was written called "The Cooling World."  We were warned of ominous signs that the world had been cooling since the 1940’s and the Earth was heading toward another Ice Age.  I can remember this mentioned in my environmental science classes in 1981 and 1982.  The truth is that there is clear evidence that the Earth goes through cycles of both cooling and warming and that the reason is that the sun goes through cycles.
Much of this cycle in the short term can be seen through the sunspot cycles (every 11 years).  But there have been times where the sun has caused great climatic change.  I have some charts showing the evidence through fossil records that let us know that about 5,000 years ago (the time of Noah’s Flood),  the Earth entered the mostly stable cycle of slight warming and cooling that we have currently.  THIS IS GOING TO CHANGE DURING THE 3RD PHIAL.
The cycles of a more and less active sun heats the Earth’s oceans and create what is called La Nina and El Nino weather patterns.  No doubt the changed composition of the oceans and the effect of the Prophets in stopping rain at their will affects the weather as well.  But what we see here is an end of the protection our magnetic field gives us to where the normally life-giving rays of the sun are blended with x-rays and other harmful radiation.

Your flesh will sear as if it were inside of a huge Microwave Oven and it will cook animal flesh just being out in the open sun.  The sun would become your enemy as it cooked you with ultraviolet light-x-ray mixture and will cook the animal life on the planet.
There is real consideration that the polarity of the Earth’s magnetic poles are switching (the position of the poles are moving for sure) much swifter than anyone thought even possible.  The poles have switched places and moved a number of times in the Earth’s history.  Magnetic rock from volcanic lava has shown the movement of the poles.

Solar flares and Coronal Mass Ejections (CMEs) will become devastating.   The magnetic field of the Earth will no longer protect us from the plasma discharges or even the normal radiation of the sun.  
Since sometime in the 1990’s, it became clear to some that the solar output of the sun had changed.  Starting around the year 2000, every planet in the solar system that has an atmosphere experienced climatic change (such as the new Red Spot super-hurricane of Jupiter and year-long dust storms on Mars covering the entire surface with red dust).  It is not greenhouse gases on Earth causing the odd weather, but every planet that has an atmosphere has seen changes this last decade or so.

When the solar activity lowered 2 years ago, many places that had not experienced a real Winter since the early 1990’s suddenly had a serious Winter.  However, since this last Winter, the sun has picked up its output (as of this writing in Spring of 2011) again and it seems that it is now burning with a vengeance (literally).
There are some previews of what is to come that we are experiencing right now, but the real trouble with the sun does not come until the 4th Angel pours out the 4th Phial upon the sun and it burns enough to not only overcome our protective magnetic shield but probably change the nature of the shield itself.
THERE IS MORE AND MORE MOUNTING EVIDENCE THAT THE SUN’S ABERRANT BEHAVIOR IS NOT ONLY

CHANGING THE EARTH’S CLIMATIC PATTERNS, BUT IS ALSO CAUSING TECTONIC AND VOLCANIC ACTIVITY.

Think of the kind of conditions people will be enduring at this time.  They have gone from a Nuclear Winter from nuclear war between North America and Russia with crops ruined and the coldest Winters from the darkened skies to this time suddenly when the Sun goes unstable and the magnetic field of the Earth is warped due to this energy and it gets HOT.  In fact, besides the general heating of climate, going out into the sun will give you a quick tan about like an overdone steak on a grill.
THESE ARE SEVERE EXTREMES THAT WILL PRODUCE MISERY AND DEATH – THE JUDGMENT OF GOD
Possibly billions will die, and those who survive would do so with no pleasure to their lives.

Isaiah 24:2-6 “ 2 And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest; as with the servant, so with his master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with the giver of usury to him.   3 The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the LORD hath spoken this word. 4 The earth mourneth [and] fadeth away, the world languisheth [and] fadeth away, the haughty people of the earth do languish. 5 The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. 6 Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men left. “

No doubt a drought and famine would accompany this.  Add to this that the two witnesses (prophets) are stopping it from raining in much of the world at this point and you see a hot and dry earth indeed.

At this point, those left are not only unrepentant, but they are hatefully cursing God for their pain (even though that they brought it upon themselves).  Those who have taken the Mark of the Beast are reprobates and even they at this point can see the supernatural source of all that is occurring.  They curse God for it instead of thinking to repent.
The 2 Witnesses are preaching the judgment of God, so people know at this point that God is doing this.  Those who have not taken the mark are deciding whether to receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and savior and look for the 2nd Coming, or to turn with the majority of the world and take the mark and be damned.  

This is radically different from the repentance you saw in the beginning of the Tribulation with the 6th Seal, when the ones going underground literally prayed for repentance and recognized what time they were living in (most likely the USA and Canada).   Revelation 6:15-17 “ 15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? “
The vast majority of the people will be reprobates.  Romans 1 tells us the steps that a believer can take toward apostasy (spiritual divorce from God – having your name blotted out of the Book of Life) which creates a reprobate.  A reprobate will never be touched by the Holy Spirit again.  Their conscience has been seared and they do not feel that restraint from doing evil that God has placed in men.  The Spirit will not deal with them again.
Taking the Mark of the Beast creates an instant reprobate.  The end state of the people is seen in Romans 1.  There is another reason perhaps that Jesus said it would be as it was in the Days of Noah (nephilim thinking to do evil continually) and the Days of Lot (Sodom and Gomorrah and great sexual and spiritual iniquity).

Romans 1:28-32 (KJV) “ 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;        (reprobate – debased and condemned)
29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,   

30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,   

31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:   

32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.”   

Revelation 16:10-11 “ 10 And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, 
11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds. “

THE FIFTH PHIAL:   after the searing heat of the last bowl, now you have another great darkness.  This shall be a terrible darkness indeed.  More so than the darkness of Egypt’s plague.  This darkness will cause horrible, unbearable pain.  They will lose control of themselves for the pain.

The Fifth Seal was the beginning of the wholesale martyrdom of those Christians who rededicated their lives to the Lord and lost their lives for the testimony of Jesus Christ.  They were given white robes in the throne room in the 3rd Heaven and God wiped the tears from their eyes.  The Fifth Trumpet also affected the sun and brought a darkening of the sun by a nuclear winter.  THIS IS DIFFERENT.
This is very much like the Plague of Darkness over Egypt, except it causes excruciating pain upon the Beast and those around his throne.  It will be an almost physical presence of darkness.  This is similar but exceeds the darkness of Egypt.  They literally gnaw their tongues in pain.  It sounds almost like a “taste of Hell” on Earth.
There is a progression of events seen in these plagues.  The last plague had taken the protection from the deadly rays of the sun taken away and people’s skin literally fried in sunlight.  NOW THE OPPOSITE HAS OCCURRED!  There is no light and it is fixed over the Throne of the Antichrist.
It is interesting that the Fifth Trumpet and the Fifth Phial both involve a kind of darkness and torment.  The 5th Trumpet brought the plague of demonic locusts and they brought with them (actually they were) a darkness out of the bottomless pit, which will be seen as the cloud of smoke out of volcano.  This will cause 5 months of torture by the hand or stingers (rather) of fallen angels in the form of giant locust/scorpions.
This is another kind of darkness, but this does not come with a volcanic cloud.  It is a supernatural darkness and it will SEVERELY HURT those who are around the throne of the Beast.  Although the ulcerated sores that men received during the 1st Phial are not healing, the agony brought by the darkness to those around the throne of the Antichrist is much greater than the rest of the Earth because of the 5th Phial.

Even though there are some connections, this creates much more agony than the 1st Woe does.  This is probably centered in Israel as he has tried to make Jerusalem his center of religious operations by using religion mixed with finances to control the world.
So, is the darkness over the country of his origin, or in some country where his capital is?  Or is this the capital of this empire of 10 or 11 nations?  Is that capital Israel?  Is it is the throne put in the desecrated Holy of Holies?  Whichever it might be, this darkness will only be over the Antichrist’s kingdom and in particular where his headquarters is.  
THE EMPIRE OF THE BEAST WILL BE FULL OF A PAINFUL DARKNESS LIKE A TANGIBLE THING THAT IS FELT.
Even though it is possible that something technological might be tried to keep out the damaging rays of the sun that causes this terrible darkness and pain, it is more likely that this is something plainly supernatural.  It seems that most of what occurs in the Greater Tribulation is easily seen as the Hand of God in undiluted judgment.

This darkness will be the source of intense pain.  We are really not given too much understanding on what the cause will be other than it is a judgment of God.  But this darkness will cause them severe agony.  

But this torment seems to be greater than the one earlier in the 1st Woe.

And the other one was wide spread over the earth, and this one is just over the Antichrist’s seat of power.  It will be highly directed.  Do you suppose that God is saying something?

In the Beast’s kingdom, the people will blaspheme God for their pains and sores.  Whatever causes this darkness will bring severe pain, and the “sores” that they received from the 1st Phial are not healing.  Sore is from the Greek “helkos” which means a wound or ulcer or sore that produces pus.  
These are the same sores that you see in the 1st Phial, but made much worse by the Darkness.
Is this demonic or chemical or physical?  We simply are not told enough to know.  But it is much more than just a darkness over the land.  Something very painful and directed is going on. 
You have sores from the first phial plague and burns from the sun, and now they will not heal but fester and remain open ulcers as agony is multiplied upon the Beast and those who worship him.  THIS IS AN ACCUMULATION OF MISERY AS THESE PLAGUES COME OVER THESE 3 ½ YEARS.
These open pus-filled sores which came at the middle of the Tribulation are still a serious issue years later as they are not healing.  The DARKNESS adds to the misery to the point where men and women are chewing on their own tongues in agony.  The Darkness itself has pain within it.  It is more than just going dark.
It is almost as if the darkness of their souls (as they pushed the light of God out) has come to haunt them both spiritually and physically as they are literally consumed by this painful plague of dark.  

This blasphemy goes beyond what you see in Revelation 9:  Revelation 9:21 “ Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.” 
They blaspheme specifically the name of God for bringing on their agony and judgment.  They are totally without remorse or repentance, and are full of hatred for God and His power.  They refuse to see that they have brought it upon themselves.

THEY WERE WARNED AND STILL DID EVERYTHING TO BRING THE JUDGMENT OF GOD UPON THEMSELVES

· The church before the catching away of the church preached and taught the gospel into all the world before the Tribulation began, and these people disregarded it.  

· When the Tribulation began, the martyrs that would give their lives for their faith preached the gospel, and these people turned a blind eye and a deaf ear away from them.

· The 144,000 were miraculously kept from harm (although many imprisoned them and tried to harm them) and they had a perfect testimony of Jesus Christ, and these same blasphemers would not hear them.

· These 144,000 were caught up supernaturally just as the church had, and these people still did not consider that they spoke the truth and would recognize their danger before taking the mark.

· Angels (Eagle in Greek) from space (probably Christian satellites but it could be an angel) preached loudly the warning not to take the Beast – to repent and be saved instead of being damned with the Antichrist – and all of these people shut their ears to the Truth.

· The 2 Witnesses who are so powerful in God that they consume people with fire by their words and stop it from raining on the Earth preach the gospel and give the warning and these same people simply hate them and blaspheme.

· Another angel flying in space in the 2nd half of Greater Tribulation preaches the everlasting gospel calling for people to worship God and understand that the day of his judgment had come and they turned to the lies of the Beast instead.

· Another angels after that one proclaimed that Babylon the Great Whore had fallen, and yet these people drank of her fornication and turned to the Beast.

· A last angel warned them from taking the Mark of the Beast and falling down and worshiping the Beast, and these same people who were warned decided not to listen and took the mark and DAMNED THEMSELVES.

· They were warned and warned and warned through the grace of God, and now grace is over!

They refuse to take the responsibility for themselves getting themselves cursed by their own great iniquities and doing exactly what God commanded not to do and rejecting Jesus Christ as their savior, and instead decide to blaspheme God and blame Him for their own terrible condition.

THESE ARE NOT ATHEISTS, FOR THEY BELIEVE IN GOD BUT HATE HIM!

Revelation 16:12 “ And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. “

THE SIXTH PHIAL:   the sixth bowl brings the advancing Chinese army west enough to cross the Euphrates River.  The river is dried up so that the armies of the Chinese may pass through on their way to the final battle.  Devastation follows them.  Blow the trumpet in Zion!
The 6th Phial is directly related to the 6th Trumpet in its dealing with the Chinese Army, but it is not at all related to the 6th Seal.  The 6th Trumpet saw the greatest army ever gathered of 200 million soldiers, and here they cross the Euphrates going toward Palestine.
They have been waging war claiming countries from their march out of China over 3 years before this point.  Here they are ready to march and challenge the European World Leader we call the Antichrist in a Battle that we call Armageddon.  Revelation 9:14-16 “ 14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great river Euphrates. 15 And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men. 16 And the number of the army of the horsemen [were] two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them. “
Remember that there are four fallen angels that were bound that came up out of the Euphrates and they came out to drive the Chinese army toward the Euphrates River driving them toward Israel.

Iran is one of the major oil countries that the Beast took when he took control of Gog and Magog’s holdings in the middle of the Tribulation with his European peace-keeping forces.  It is one of the 3 horns or toes taken by force (the clay toes) added to the European countries of his new 8th Empire.  One wonders if the first fights occur over Iran and those oil platforms before the Chinese make it to Israel.  

Considering where the Euphrates is and the course the Chinese would take, they will probably come up through Saudi Arabia and move up through Iraq (source of the Euphrates) and cut off Iran from the rest of the European kingdom of the Beast.  He will probably make moves into Iran since much of what is going on is over OIL and resources.
Point to Ponder:  Note that in the last decade when every major power on earth has declined its military spending and building, China is the one nation (even though it has been the most secure in it’s history of late) that has radically increased building and spending.  It seems taking financial leadership in production in the world is not enough, but they keep increasing their military capability steadily.  They are reaching for a dominant position in the world.  Although it now has 2.3 million in its People’s Liberation Army (at the date of this writing), they boast that they are able to raise up to 200 million in reserve forces if necessary.

At this point, that mighty river Euphrates which for millennia has been a great barrier to armies crossing from the East and West will be dried up.  Syria has built the largest fill dam in the world called the “Syria Dam” or Sad Al Furat.   It was built through the 80's and inaugurated by President Assad in 1993.  It has brought hydroelectric power to the region, but it is capable of doing one other thing.  

It is capable of literally cutting off the water supply to the Euphrates River and drying up the river.  It brought panic one year over a decade ago when the Euphrates dried up downstream because of a drought.  But now, it can be controlled by man... and a gateway through the river for China’s infantry heavy forces can be made at will.

It has been said that they can dry it up in one day WITH THE SYRIA DAM.  When the Chinese Army marches through, they will dry it up so that they can cross over to Palestine.  This suggests that they have taken Syria at that point.  
This Phial Judgment is the terrible Chinese Army bringing their war to Palestine.  Let us also add the fact that the two witnesses or prophets are causing the heavens to hold back their rain.  So, after 3 years of drought, the river would lower it’s levels radically anyway.  Plus who knows what the temperatures will be with the atmosphere so damaged after nuclear war.

The Euphrates River is around 1700 miles long (2736 kilometers) and is the longest river in southwest Asia.  It varies from 900 to 3600 feet across and from 10 to 40 feet and deeper feet deep at different sections.  It is a mighty river and has stopped many armies from crossing.  But between the drought of those years and the Syria Dam, it will be completely dried up for the crossing of the horsemen that Joel foretold for the End Times.

Joel 2:1-11 speaks of their entry and destruction as they go.  God speaks of the as His army for they will fulfill His will in the same way that Nebuchadnezzar did when he carried into Captivity Judah.  The greatest army ever assembled on earth is see here.
Joel 2:1-11 “ 1 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for [it is] nigh at hand; 2 A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: a great people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, [even] to the years of many generations. 3 A fire devoureth before them; and behind them a flame burneth: the land [is] as the garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing shall escape them. 4 The appearance of them [is] as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall they run. 5 Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, as a strong people set in battle array. 6 Before their face the people shall be much pained: all faces shall gather blackness. 7 They shall run like mighty men; they shall climb the wall like men of war; and they shall march every one on his ways, and they shall not break their ranks: 8 Neither shall one thrust another; they shall walk every one in his path: and [when] they fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded. 9 They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief. 10 The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining: 11 And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his camp [is] very great: for [he is] strong that executeth his word: for the day of the LORD [is] great and very terrible; and who can abide it? “

This is important, for this is where that advancing Chinese army that was the 2nd Woe or the 6th Trumpet in the middle of the Tribulation suddenly advances toward the end of the Tribulation across the Euphrates on the way to Israel.  This is the beginning of the last battle of the age.  The battle we call Armageddon.
Great devastation will begin again and go westward toward Palestine as the armies of China prepare to engage the armies of the Antichrist.  We know from the Daniel 11 reference that Russia will come down at the same time as a power play for the future of the world is being made.
Israel shall be occupied by the Beast’s European Forces, and then the Chinese Army will move in from the East.  In the end, the Russian Army (Gog the King of the North) will move his forces southward into Israel as well.  They will all begin a fight to possess this little piece of real estate that has always been called the “navel of the world”.

The 3 armies are setting up what you see at the end at the 7th Phial at the Day of the Lord.

INDEED IT WILL BE TIME TO BLOW THE TRUMPET IN ZION AND SOUND THE ALARM!
Revelation 16:13-16 “ 13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs [come] out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 
14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, [which] go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 
15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed [is] he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. 
16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. “

Revelation 16:13-16 (ALT) “ 13 And I saw [coming] out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet three unclean [or, defiling] spirits like frogs.  14  For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole inhabited earth, to gather them together to the battle of that great day of God the Almighty.  15  "Listen! I am coming like a thief! Happy [is] the one keeping watch and keeping his clothes, lest he be walking about naked, and they shall be seeing his shame."  16  And they gathered them together to the place, the one being called in Hebrew, Armagedon. “

Before you see the four fallen angels, but now you see three demons.  And the interesting thing is that each of these “frog-like” demons came from the each of the unholy trinity.  The Dragon spat one out, and the Antichrist (Beast) spat one out, and the False Prophet spat one out.

You see very powerful demons come from the Unholy Trinity.  “Spirits of demons” working miracles, and they will have one purpose: to gather the kings of the earth to one place for a final battle.  
This is why some people are paranoid of “frogs”.  But they weren’t frogs, but had the appearance like frogs.  They are unclean and ugly as frogs are.  They are repulsive both in form and in activity.  They are lying demonic spirits.
THE WHOLE WORLD (KJV):  I would point out that it says that they will deceive the kings of the earth and in the Greek literally, the entire inhabited world (interesting wording).  

This means the civilized known word inhabited still by man, which possibly separates it from the places of the earth that is now dead from disease and nuclear fire and fallout.  We know from Ezekiel 39 and Daniel 11 and this chapter that Africa and Europe and China and Russia (king of the north of Daniel 11 that invaded in Ezekiel 38-39) that these countries will be around at the end.  
What about the 1/3 of the Earth that is burned down in Revelation 8:7 and all the places devastated by various plagues and earthquakes?  They are not included in this “inhabited world” for they are decimated.   tHE “WORLD”’ sPOKE OF HERE IS the part of the Earth that has survived to this point.
RUSSIA AND CHINA HAS GATHERED TO ATTACK THE ANTICHRIST IN ISRAEL AND SUDDENLY, THESE LYING DEMONS CONVINCE NOT ONLY THEM, BUT ALL THE KINGS OF THE EARTH TO ATTACK THE RETURNING JESUS CHRIST.
This means that the armies of Heaven can be detected clearly enough to be believed as a threat and the armies of the world shall turn against Jesus Christ.  Certainly all who have taken the Mark of the Beast will turn against Christ.
These lying frog-demons shall perform lying signs sufficient to convince the leaders of Earth (especially the European ones and Russia and China) that they have a chance to succeed in a war against the Coming Lord Jesus.  They will believe “the LIE” that they should attack and can overcome Jesus Christ.

What will these signs be?  We can only speculate for we are not specifically told.

There will be various signs from the heavens from false signs of the false prophet to falling meteors to darkening to the sun roasting men’s flesh to things we do not know for sure.  But one sign that will cause fear for all is the sign of Jesus Christ returning to Earth again in the Second Coming.

Luke 21:26-27 “ 26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. 27 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. “

What if Jesus Christ and the armies of Heaven park above the earth within sight of the Hubble Telescope or some equivalent?  It will be a scary thing.  And the deception of the Antichrist will convince the world that they must join with him, but it will be their undoing.  If as some believe that fallen angels have been using what we call “UFOs” today (or chariots and wheels of the angels) to help sell the Beast’s Great Delusion, then the people of Earth might have a deceived confidence in the Beast’s abilities not knowing that the Hosts of Heaven already defeated Satan and all of his angels binding them to the Earth at the mid-point of the Tribulation.
2 Thessalonians 2:8-12 “ 8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 9 [Even him], whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. “

Mark 13:20-26 “ 20 And except that the Lord had shortened those days, no flesh should be saved: but for the elect's sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened the days. 21 And then if any man shall say to you, Lo, here [is] Christ; or, lo, [he is] there; believe [him] not: 22 For false Christs and false prophets shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if [it were] possible, even the elect. 23 But take ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all things. 

24 But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, 25 And the stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in heaven shall be shaken. 26 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory. “

Note that from the time of the 7th Trumpet (and the 7 Thunders) at the mid-point of the 7 Years of Tribulation unto now has been over 3 years.  The first 6 Phial Judgments has taken over 3 years to take us to the end of the Tribulation.  All the judgments have been for two purposes, to bring Israel into the New Birth (hence the Birth Pangs) and to bring judgment on the wicked who would not repent leading to what has been called by many, Judgment Day or Armageddon.  

There is an interesting question raised here by the text.  Jesus is using the “coming as a thief” to definitely mean his Second Coming and not what we call the rapture.  The kings of the Earth are deceived into gathering and fighting against Jesus.  But He is said to come as a thief to those who are believers in Jesus Christ.

The “people” who have made their garments white in the blood of Jesus do not know the timing of His coming and their salvation and will be blessed and happy when He comes and delivers them.  In fact, from readings in Isaiah and other places, it is clear that Jesus will come back to Jordan first and save the Christian refugees there from their enemies before coming as lightning from Petra/Sela from the East to the West to destroy the armies of the Antichrist, Russia, and China at Armageddon before He lands on the Mount of Olives and it splits in two.  The coming as a thief in the night is addressed to Believers who are looking for their salvation before the evil forces kill them.
Armageddon literally means the “mountain of Megiddo” north of Jerusalem.  
· I do not know who to give credit to for the Megiddo map but it is a classic picture of Israel with “Megiddo” highlighted in a balloon box.  Thank you to whoever did it for it saved me the time to do the same thing myself.
Joel speaks of the “Valley of Jehoshaphat” connected to this very “swift” battle where Jesus flash-incinerates all his enemies at once.  The actual place connected to Jehoshaphat is no longer a certainly, but it would be north of Jerusalem in the mountains of Megiddo where all these armies will gather together instead of against each other.
This area has always been a staging area for invading armies, and this will be the greatest gathering of foreign armies set against the land ever assembled, and it will be the shortest most devastating war in all of human history.  

Armageddon is a Hebrew name meaning the mountain Har- of Megiddo.  Megiddo literally means, “the place of troops.”  It is the main pass through the Carmel Mountain Range.  That pass is the plain of Esdraelon or the Jezreel Valley.  It is 20 x 14 miles in size.  It has always been a place where troops gathered and is the place of one of Judah’s greatest defeats where Josiah was killed in battle with Pharaoh-nechon in 2 Kings 23:29-30.  It is a “staging area” for invaders historically, but it will be the place of God’s greatest victory over the armies of His enemies.  
THIS IS THE DAY OF THE LORD!  And these miracle working demons will persuade them to gather at Armageddon so that it can happen.  The great deception bringing the armies together to Armageddon is the 6th Bowl Judgment, and it occurs the same time with the 7th.  This is the Day of the Lord.
Here is an exhortation to keep your walk with God so that you don’t find yourself on the losing side on the Day of the Lord.  There is another exhortation to keep your garments clean.  Don’t be naked as the Laodicean Church.  Don’t think that you are in good standing with God when you are not.  Revelation 3:14-20 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Revelation 16:17-18 “ 17 And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. 
18 And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, [and] so great.”
The end of 7 years is coming and the end of this age.

THE 7TH PHIAL:  The Day of the Lord!  It is the War at Armageddon when the nations of the Earth stand with the Beast against Jesus and lose everything.  Jesus Christ, the King of Kings returns in great glory and sets up the Kingdom of God on Earth.

The 7th Seal is the climax of all the plagues.  It is as if all the noises, thundering, and flashes of lightning from the first to this one has led to this climax.  Revelation goes into details about what is happening here on Earth and in Heaven and why it is occurring.  

The 7th Seal is the last battle for the Antichrist and the False Prophet.  It is the end of the spirit of Babylon.  

There is a lot going on here, and many of the things prior to this led up to this one event.  This is what the Old Testament Prophets called “the Day of the Lord”.  Some folks equate it to judgment day, and although in a way it could be called that but still the true final judgment is yet to come over a thousand years in the future of this.

The phial is poured into the air itself.    

This judgment comes from the air but affects the Earth with the greatest earthquake ever known and the fall of Babylon the Great Harlot.  It is the return of Jesus Christ or the Second Advent of Christ.  It is extremely possible that you have a blending of nuclear attacks (especially of the Beast against the seat of Babylon), and the shattering and blinding return of Jesus Christ over the battlefield.
This is the day of the Lord, and as Daniel 9 says, this will finish the transgression and bring the end of the judgments that are being poured out here.  The great voice is probably God the Father’s voice.  IT IS DONE.  This will finish the 70 Weeks and the transgression judgment is finished!
Daniel 9:24 “ Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. “
Other instances of “it is done” or “it is finished”
John 19:30 “ When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. “

James 1:15 “ Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. “

Ezekiel 39:4-8 “ 4 Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou, and all thy bands, and the people that [is] with thee: I will give thee unto the ravenous birds of every sort, and [to] the beasts of the field to be devoured. 5 Thou shalt fall upon the open field: for I have spoken [it], saith the Lord GOD. 6 And I will send a fire on Magog, and among them that dwell carelessly in the isles: and they shall know that I [am] the LORD. 7 So will I make my holy name known in the midst of my people Israel; and I will not [let them] pollute my holy name any more: and the heathen shall know that I [am] the LORD, the Holy One in Israel. 

8 Behold, it is come, and it is done, saith the Lord GOD; this [is] the day whereof I have spoken. “

Revelation 21:5-8 “ 5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. 6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. “
THIS IS THE DAY OF THE LORD AND THE LAST DAY OF THIS GENTILE AGE!
Point to Ponder: This occurrence of John hearing these voices (noises - Greek phone = noises, voices, utterances, a tone, a sound of music), and thunderings, and seeing these lightnings out of the throne.  They occur before traumatic events happen (mostly on Earth).  It is interesting to note however that the order in which they occur is reported differently by John.  If there is meaning to that or if it just how he happened to write it down is not clear.  But this one that occurs with the Day of the Lord is the same as it is with the 1st Trumpet (the destruction of 1/3 of the Earth by fire falling from the sky - nuclear war).  It shows cataclysmic and cosmic events.
Revelation 4:5 “ And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and [there were] seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. “  - as the vision began... the elders gathered and the scroll about to be presented.
Revelation 8:5 “ And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast [it] into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake. “  - this is the effect you see as nuclear fire is cast upon 1/3 of the Earth.
Revelation 11:19 “ And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.   - On the 7th Trumpet and the events there.
Voices (Noises), thunders and lightnings is the same order that you see in Revelation 8:5 with the nuclear war. 
There is an unleashing of the pure power of God from the 3rd Heaven where these things are seen and heard that brings an unleashing of that sheer power throughout the 1st heaven of the atmosphere of the Earth.  And then you see the world-wide destruction of the enemies of God.

AN EARTHQUAKE OCCURS GREATER THAN ANY THAT HAS EVER BEEN SINCE ADAM’S RACE HAS BEEN ON THE EARTH.  This is interesting wording!  It is possible that such a shaking has occurred before, but not since humanity has existed.  It is possible that the previous world or age in 2 Peter 3:6 saw such an event that brought the flood and darkness. 

The crash corresponds to the “Day of the Lord” descriptions from places as Zephaniah and Joel.  The event is hallmarked by a flash of light and melting warriors in the fire with a great crashing sound and a great terrible quake.

Zephaniah 1:10 “ And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the LORD, [that there shall be] the noise of a cry from the fish gate, and an howling from the second, and a great crashing from the hills. 

Zechariah 14:5-7 “ 5 And ye shall flee [to] the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, [and] all the saints with thee.  6 And it shall come to pass in that day, [that] the light shall not be clear, [nor] dark: 7 But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, [that] at evening time it shall be light. “

Joel 3:13-16 “ 13 Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness [is] great. 14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the LORD [is] near in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining. 16 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD [will be] the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel. “
Isaiah 2:19-21 “ 19 And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. 20 In that day a man shall cast his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which they made [each one] for himself to worship, to the moles and to the bats; 21 To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. “
Isaiah 34:1-4 “ 1 Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein; the world, and all things that come forth of it.  2 For the indignation of the LORD [is] upon all nations, and [his] fury upon all their armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter. 3 Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood. 4 And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling [fig] from the fig tree. “
This is a destructive force violent enough to literally shake the entire Earth!  This is a much greater quake than you see even in the 6th Seal when the Earth has most likely been struck by a meteor so that the entire world shakes and the islands and mountains move and vibrate.  THIS IS MORE DEVASTATING.
The return of Jesus Christ shall move the whole Earth.  This is the very meaning of CATACLYSMIC!  
The 6th Seal was to the following level:  Revelation 6:12-14 “ 12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. 14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. “
The Earth is struck by Jesus Christ it would seem, literally.  It makes Jerusalem (the Great City) to break apart into 3 divisions.  There might be good reason that this happens considering that it is occupied by the Beast and his armies and many unbelievers to where Revelation 11 said it became spiritually both Egypt and Sodom for both the spiritual and sexual immorality.  

ALTHOUGH WE SPEAK MUCH OF ARMAGEDDON, THERE IS A WORLD-WIDE JUDGMENT AS WELL AND EVERYONE WITH THE MARK IS NOT GOING TO SURVIVE THIS – KEEP THAT IN MIND.

As the “seat” of Babylon is destroyed by the attack of the Beast with nuclear weapons, the 2 Witnesses will resurrect and be caught up to Jesus and then the Earthquake occurs and the city falls as JESUS CHRIST returns with the armies of the Lord to Earth.  

Revelation 11:8 “ And their dead bodies [shall lie] in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. “
Revelation 11:13 “ And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven.“
THIS EARTHQUAKE FLATTENS THE MOUNTAINS AND MAKES THE ISLANDS RUN AWAY - THEY ARE DESTROYED.
Revelation 16:19-21 “ 19 And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. 
20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 
21 And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, [every stone] about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great. “
· Jerusalem itself is broken into 3 divisions from the quake of His coming.

· The cities of the nations (plural) fall – we are not told how many survive.
· Babylon’s time for judgment comes before the Lord God.

· God gives to Babylon the full cup of His judgment in the wine of His fierceness of His Wrath.

· Great hail (like the nuclear war on the first 4 Trumpets) fall.

· Men blaspheme God because of the plague of hail – nuclear war.

· Great and terrible plague with horrific death.

· The final judgment has come to Babylon, the Beast and the wicked.

The great city is Jerusalem where the religious capital of the Beast is in the corrupted temple.  We know from Revelation 11:13 that 1/10 of the city falls outright, and the rest is divided into 3 different parts.  It will tear up the ground.  This Great City isn’t Babylon who is mentioned here separately and after this.  Notice, it is separated as two different things.  Also, Babylon is utterly destroyed by fire, and not just divided into three parts.  

No wonder the question is asked through the Old Testament prophets, “Who is able to withstand on this Day?”  Although the destruction is away from the city Jerusalem, 7,000 will die that day in Jerusalem itself from the earthquake that rips the earth elsewhere.  The Mount of Olives split in two in this even, and the 7,000 die in the part of the city that literally falls.  

Now think about it:  the armies are north of Jerusalem, but Jerusalem is close enough to kill 7,000 people from the blast-quake that flattens a good section of the city.  Some would probably suggest that 7,000 is a symbolic number (derivative of 7 and 10 {three times}), but it could be literal as well.  It seems more likely to be symbolic when you see all the occurrence of sevened things and events.
Babylon the GREAT Harlot is destroyed absolutely.  That system will never raise another government or king or will kill another prophet or corrupt another church or minister.  
God holds a special judgment just for them.  Great Babylon is judged and God remembers and judges this place (and system) and will give to her the wine of God’s wrath.  This is the Day of the Lord.  The Great Whore has given her cup of spiritual fornication and riches and now she will be made to be drink from the cup of God’s wrath.
Revelation 14:19 “ And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast [it] into the great winepress of the wrath of God. “
The true identity of Babylon the Great Harlot has been debated for years – exploration comes in chapters 17-18.
Every island fled away!  Every ISLAND moved violently destroying them to a great degree.  Every mountain fell flat and couldn’t be found.  This is the worst earthquake in mankind’s history.  This is a cataclysmic upheaval of the Earth and it will destroy most of the population of the Earth.
The hail that is falling at the same time is the kind of reentering nuclear warheads that the prophet saw in Revelation 8.  In fact, it gives an interesting further description so that we can understand this a bit better.  

A talent is either 100 (45 kilograms) or 200 (90 kilograms) pounds depending upon which metal is meant.  So, you are speaking of a hailing down on the Earth of objects between 100 and 200 lbs. each, and cities will fall and literally be burned in a moment.  This is the destruction of Babylon, and might when you consider the “cities” of the nations statement be more than just one place.  In fact, it is most likely!  

The weight is about right for a re-entering MIRV (Multiple Independently Targetable Reentry Vehicle) warhead falling on the earth which would give a great quaking and fire and destruction following.

This plague is great!   This is probably the worst event of all of Revelation {believe it or not}, and it will bring blasphemies from the ungodly.  Their end is at hand however, and they know it well!  Their response to God in the face of their destruction and coming damnation will be to blaspheme God at the end.

There are a lot of things happening here.  There is the raining down of the destruction of hail as cities fall and burn and the entire world is shaken and the destruction of Babylon and the War at Armageddon and the return of Jesus Christ.  This is the Day of the Lord!
REVELATION CHAPTER 17
The Mystery of “Babylon the Great Whore” and Babylon’s Judgment
Introduction to this Section

This section deserves an introduction.  Indeed it is agreed by most fundamentalist Bible Students and Scholars that Revelation 17 (The Mystery of Babylon the Great Harlot) and Daniel 9 (70 Weeks of Daniel) are two of the most difficult sections of all of the Prophetic Scriptures to understand.  Indeed the Bible paints a very complicated picture in these verses..  We will ignore the common ideas on Babylon given from the early Protestant days (which tends to hang on) and look at this the way that the Bible does.  

The theories on Babylon’s real identity is very varied from the historical country of Iraq to the United States of America to Syria to the Catholic Church or Islam.  When you tie in what the Bible has already said about its destruction and the nuclear hailstorm that signals its end, one wonders if only one physical locality is meant, or a number of cities with the same corruptive evil system tying them together.  Babylon goes beyond a single place.  It is the spirit of Babylon that Nebuchadnezzar saw represented by all those parts which was different empires, which is spread over a wide geography.  They were different empires at different times, but the same spirit of Babylon... the same spiritual entity.  It is the spirit of this world system (Kosmos) that Satan rules.  

The heads of the beast and the dragon is the representation of these empires, which is a spirit of Antichrist that was born in a place called Babel when a king named Nimrod built a Tower (ziggurat) and established the original false religion and form of witchcraft that has been passed down to now.  Modern forms of witchcraft had their starts in Babylon in Nimrod’s day.  It was that rebellious “I WILL” no matter what God says attitude that you see culminating in the Antichrist in the last days. Babylon is that spirit of Antichrist (the spirit of this world that Satan controls), and also that political/money powerbase (also operating in false religion) that has been the one who has put the Antichrist into power. 

You must keep in mind that there is a false-religious spirit of Babylon, and a place that is destroyed that is the center of its power, or perhaps centers of power.  The physical locality (-ties) are destroyed by the Antichrist.  But there is a separate “Spiritual Babylon” that has existed a very long time before the place has.

Revelation 17:1-2 “ 1 And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: 
2 With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. “

There is a prophecy about the original destruction of Babylon that seems to have a double meaning here.  It is said there,  Jeremiah 51:12-13 “ 12 Set up the standard upon the walls of Babylon, make the watch strong, set up the watchmen, prepare the ambushes: for the LORD hath both devised and done that which he spake against the inhabitants of Babylon. 13 O thou that dwellest upon many waters, abundant in treasures, thine end is come, [and] the measure of thy covetousness. “

Point to Ponder: This is an interesting side note.  Remember that angels are not only the created spiritual angels that are far older than mankind.  But an angel is a messenger.  And sometimes Saints and humans are called angels as well.  The pastors of the seven churches in chapters 2 and 3 were called the angels of the church.

You will see later that one of these “angels” that was used to pour out the vials or bowls that is speaking to John is actually a resurrected saint of God who at one time was a prophet like John.  Revelation 22:8-9 “ 8 And I John saw these things, and heard [them]. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me these things. 9 Then saith he unto me, See [thou do it] not: for I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship God. “
This is the 2nd spiritual woman in Revelation after Israel (sun-clothed woman).  We showed how the sun-clothed woman of Revelation 12 was the nation of Israel according to references in Genesis, so the blessed sun-clothed woman who gives birth to the 144,000 Israelis who are caught up in the middle of the 70th Week of Daniel is in stark contrast to this evil, seducing woman that is called the Great Harlot.

She is about to be judged in a very final manner.  The angel is showing John both her nature and judgment.

As in the Jeremiah 51 reference, she sits on many waters.  Verse 15 explains the many waters as the many peoples and nations of the world that she dominates and seduces.  Remember when you see the waters or the beasts coming out of the seas, that is the sea of humanity and nations.

The term “Great Whore” is a reference to the seduction of people from the true worship of God to that of a false religion.  When Israel would stray from the worship of Yahweh, many times they were said to play the harlot or whore and to commit spiritual fornication.  They were supposed to be in covenant as a marriage is, and when they went into idolatry, it was as if a wife had committed adultery.

1 Chronicles 5:25 “ And they transgressed against the God of their fathers, and went a whoring after the gods of the people of the land, whom God destroyed before them. “

Jeremiah 3:6-9 “ 6 The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, Hast thou seen [that] which backsliding Israel hath done? she is gone up upon every high mountain and under every green tree, and there hath played the harlot. 7 And I said after she had done all these [things], Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. And her treacherous sister Judah saw [it]. 8 And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also. 9 And it came to pass through the lightness of her whoredom, that she defiled the land, and committed adultery with stones and with stocks. “ 
· She is a spirit of false religion that seduces people into following a spiritually adulterous lifestyle rejecting the true God.  
· She has money and power and earthly pleasure to seduce.  – KEY POINT
· She is not just a harlot, but she is the mother of harlots or the Great Harlot!
What that tells me is that she is the seducing spirit that pulls people away from righteous worship of God.  She is the spirit of rebellion against God, the structure of the spirit of Antichrist which uses greed and money (the love of which is the literal root of all evil) to seduce people from God.

She is the great seductress which is fallen, is fallen – that “great city”.  Revelation 14:8 “ And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. 

Babylon and her destruction has been heralded in a number of passages especially in Revelation 14 and 16, and now the details of her evil, nature, and destruction are given.  

Revelation 17:1-2 (AMP) “ 1 ONE OF the seven angels who had the seven bowls then came and spoke to me, saying, Come with me! I will show you the doom (sentence, judgment) of the great harlot (idolatress) who is seated on many waters,    2 [She] with whom the rulers of the earth have joined in prostitution (idolatry) and with the wine of whose immorality (idolatry) the inhabitants of the earth have become intoxicated. ”

The inhabitants of the Earth have become intoxicated with the wine of immorality of Babylon.  The rulers are seduced and controlled, but the entire population has been made drunk on her “feel-good” evil wine.

THEY ARE DRUNKEN IN THE NIGHT OR DARK OF THIS EVIL – THE CHURCH IS WARNED TIME AND AGAIN AGAINST BECOMING DRUNK WITH THE WORLD SO THAT THE DAY OF THE LORD TAKE US, TOO.

Luke 21:34-36 (KJV) " 34 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.   35 For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.   36 Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. "

1 Thessalonians 5:4-10 (KJV) " 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.   5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness.    6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.   7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.   8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.   9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,   10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. "

Ephesians 5:17-18 (KJV) " 17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.   18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; "

She seduces governments and is the main power behind the powers that you see.  Much as Jezebel did with King Ahab, so this last days Jezebel seduces the leaders of governments such as presidents, prime ministers, kings, etc.

She herself rules through others as Jezebel did through Ahab.  She uses her cup of evil pleasure to convince the world to follow her in her evil.  The Kings of the Earth had committed fornication with her.  She rules them through seduction and manipulation as a whore (harlot) does to a man.

She seduces them into this new age pagan religion of the Antichrist which is spiritual fornication that brings the pure wrath of God.  There is great pleasure in giving into her seduction for the inhabitants (not just the kings being seduced) are made drunk on the pleasure of this great sin.  And in their drunkenness they will not realize their peril.  
1 Thessalonians 5:6-9 “ 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as [do] others; but let us watch and be sober. 7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. 8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. 9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, “

2 Peter 2:9-13 “ 9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished: 

10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous [are they], selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. 11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord. 12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption; 13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, [as] they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots [they are] and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you; “

 This political/spiritual power (for both are shown here: the fornication shows spiritual, and the power and influence over the kings shows political) will sit on many waters.  This shows that it will dominate many different peoples and many different lands.  THE WORD MANY IS USED!
You have the religions of the world including what is left of what is called Christianity being seduced with the world.  The Antichrist’s religion will try and incorporate all the major religions into a one world religion in which he steps in and becomes god.  This is the fornication... the seduction away from the true worship of God.  Mankind is being corrupted so that it will not have relationship with God.

You will find in a moment that the blood of the saints and prophets are on her hands.  She is the instrument of the spirit of Antichrist that kills the true worshipers of God.

Comparison is made between the 2 wines spoken of here.  Those of the Earth who will get drunk on the wine of the Harlot’s immoral spiritual fornication will also be forced to take the wine of God’s Wrath.  You reap what you sow.
Revelation 17:3 “ So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.“

It should not strike us as odd when the European Union consistently is shown as a symbol of a woman riding some kind of beast.  From Time Magazine covers to their own minted money and stamps, the same imagery is used again and again.

Now through the Spirit, John is carried away into the barren desert to see an amazing sight!  Note that the woman on the Beast (the Antichrist is the Beast) is said to be in the WILDERNESS.  The question arises to is this joining of Babylon the Whore and the Beast (man Antichrist) has something to do with being in a wilderness, or is the wilderness locale just a contrast with the Heavenly scene John saw when the Spirit first carried him?

Considering that the Antichrist shall gain the oil fields of Sudan, Libya, and Iran that will draw the power-wielding Babylon to marry him in power might have something to do with the WILDERNESS. 
One thing for certain, that the iniquity and fornication of the woman so corrupts the land of the Earth that it makes the Earth into a wilderness.  Could the wilderness represent the spiritual condition of the Earth under Babylon and the Beast’s influence?

As the Dragon is red, so the Antichrist is red as well.  Sin is said to be red like scarlet.  Plus the power of Satan has been imparted to this Beast for this time.  Isaiah 1:18 “ Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. “
The woman sitting upon the bright red beast is the symbolism that the E.U. uses today. This is the sign of the E.U., and it is the Roman Empire arose from the dead who will produce the Antichrist. 
So prophetically, this is quite literally the symbol of the European Union.  The scarlet beast is the Antichrist.  He is described as the beast with 7 heads (7 empires) and 10 horns (10 kings or nations).  He will come out of the European Union (Roman Empire)

Daniel 9:26-27 “ 26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof [shall be] with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make [it] desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate. “

Daniel 7:7-8 “ 7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it [was] diverse from all the beasts that [were] before it; and it had ten horns. 8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn [were] eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things. “

There is a kind of marriage of world power here.  The Beast becomes the ruler but he carries the woman (which suggests that she is controlling him as in riding an animal).  These are the ones who have craved world domination for many generations, and here they have the one that they believe will become the one world leader.

He has the armies and the oil and resources.  They have the riches of the world of the wealthiest of the world that rules from the background.  There will be a Satanic religion that will bind them along with greed.

The spirit of Antichrist has been kept alive all these generations from the Tower of Babel through this Harlot Spirit, and now the culmination of all the wickedness is instilled into the Beast as he institutes the Mark of the Beast and the total domination and damnation of all of mankind that will submit to him.
The institution-spirit known as Babylon is sitting on the Beast as if the Beast is her pet.  He is not though!  He will eventually be used by Yahweh to destroy her once and for all with a quick, fiery end.  It is almost like she is now resting on this Beast in a false confidence.
Revelation 13:3-4 “ 3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. 
4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who [is] like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? “

He is full of names of blasphemy.  Babylon seduces NATIONS and empowers the Beast who blasphemes.  

Revelation 13:1 “ And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. “

Revelation 13:5-6 “ 5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty [and] two months. 6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. “
Daniel 7:25-26 “ 25 And he shall speak [great] words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. 26 But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy [it] unto the end. “

Daniel 11:36 “ And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done. “

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 “ 3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for [that day shall not come], except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. “

He has the seven heads and ten horns.  Ten kings who give him power, and the authority of the spirit of Babylon is given to him.  The seven heads being the seven empires that has stood against God.  This is the same man who is called a beast in Revelation 13 and spoken of as the son of perdition in 2 Thess. 2.
We have already seen before in Daniel and will again see here a bit later in the chapter that “each head” is an Empire that was so used of this “spirit of Babylon” that it oppressed the people of God.  The “head” which had a death wound and lived again is ROME.  The Roman Empire fell and dissolved, but it has been reborn under the European Union.  Quickly for this verse, the 7 empires in history who oppressed Israel is Egypt, Assyria, Babylonia, Persia, Greece, Rome, and the restored European Union (the Roman Empire reborn).

We saw him in Revelation 13 as he instituted the Mark of the Beast, and now we see him tied to Babylon, the Great Harlot.  She is riding on his power.  They will ride him and his power, being the power that puts him in power and tries to rule the Earth through him.  But he will not be controllable.
The seven heads or empires each had this spirit of Babylon controlling and manipulating them.  It used wealth-greed with false religion to move these great empires.  This “spiritual institution of Babylon” will put the Beast into power and attempt to ride him as you would a horse.  They will try and use this coming world leader to their own advantage, but he will turn on them.  They will underestimate who he really is and what time this actually is.
There is a strong delusion at work here that will convince people to worship this “man” known as the Beast (which is a more accurate description considering he ascends out of the bottomless pit).  They will wonder after him in a lust-stricken condition thinking he is the greatest thing that has ever been and will fall down to worship.
This is more than just using his “mark” to buy and sell.  Remember there is a virtual reality image that connects with people as well.  Something is going on to cause this delusion to go to the utmost extremes.

They think he is unstoppable and unbeatable in war.  Actually, he will have Russia and China try to face him at the end of the Tribulation, but lying spirits will convince them to fight with him against the returning Jesus Christ and His armies.  They all lose, especially the Beast.  But there is almost a hypnotic effect seen here and a mass convincing of a lie to the population.  It is very possible that the False Prophet and his fallen angelic friends might help with lying signs in the heavens.

Revelation 17:4-5 “ 4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: 
5 And upon her forehead [was] a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. “

Purple is the color of royalty, and scarlet of sin.  She is terribly wealthy, and in fact this is a vision of gross wealth but she is drinking a golden cup of abominations and filthiness.  It looks beautiful on the outside but it is horribly corrupt.  She is decked out in pearls and gold and precious stones and the purple show both power and wealth - greed.
Revelation 17:4-5 (AMP) “ 4 The woman was robed in purple and scarlet and bedecked with gold, precious stones, and pearls, [and she was] holding in her hand a golden cup full of the accursed offenses and the filth of her lewdness and vice.  5 And on her forehead there was inscribed a name of mystery [with a secret symbolic meaning]: Babylon the great, the mother of prostitutes (idolatresses) and of the filth and atrocities and abominations of the earth. “  

She is dressed regally as if she were royal, but the truth is she is a prostitute playing the part.  She uses seduction to take power that is not hers to have, and there are consequences both for her and for those who give into her lust.

Some of these things can be used to symbolize goodness or purity or royalty, but not in this case.  It is the corruption of the love of wealth itself.  It is the harlot prostituting the true worship of God and become very wealthy through the process.  She uses this wealth for influence.  It is the same witchcraft spirit that Jezebel operated in.

1 Samuel 15:23 “ For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.”
Revelation 2:20-24 “ 20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.   21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.   22 Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.   23 And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.   24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. “
She is dressed to bring attraction to the world.  She has purple and scarlet colored clothing with gold and precious stones and pearls.  The seduction of greed and false religion is her to use to corrupt.
In her hand is a cup, and in that cup is the seduction of the false religion and iniquity to pull people from the truth.  Her fornication is a spiritual fornication of false religion and seducing people away from God.  Abominations and filthiness is what is being offered to pull people away.

Just what is the world offered? Just what is the going price of a human soul?  Abominations and filthiness all kinds of corrupting iniquities is what is offered.  She uses blatant sexual lust and greed trying to seduce men and women to turn from God and corrupt their souls permanently.  There will be pleasure, but to take the Mark of the Beast will mean eternal damnation.  Sadly, that damnation comes not that long after these people take the mark.

Mark 8:36-38 “ 36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. “

She is reveling in her false idolatrous religion and bid for world power.  
I know that some have put the words “mystery” and “Babylon” together and called it ‘Mystery Babylon’ because of the KJV and a few certain commentators, but honestly it should have a comma between them.  The New American Standard Bible says, “ and upon her forehead a name [was] written, a mystery, "BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH."
Revelation 17:5 (NJB) “ on her forehead was written a name, a cryptic name: 'Babylon the Great, the mother of all the prostitutes and all the filthy practices on the earth.' “

It is a “cryptic name”, which means that it is much more than what is given face value.  It is a musterion.  

A MYSTERY is the Greek word musterion meaning a hidden truth in the realm of religious secrets that only those who have been initiated into inner circles of trust is given.  A true musterion never means what is says at face value, but there is a deeper meaning that conveys so much more to those who are trained to understand.

It seems that Revelation tends to mark everyone with the true identity of the person and their lord.

THE NAME OF BABYLON ITSELF IS A MYSTERY.  A mystery is the Greek musterion, which means a deep truth that goes beyond the surface.
So, when you see this, it is not the obvious answer for there is a deeper truth that exists here.  The obvious answer is that this is the historical Babylon which is a destroyed pile of rubble in the unlivable section of the desert in Iraq.  But there is a deeper truth here!  
In fact, there are some fundamental problems with this being literally Iraq or the old city of Babylon.  It is an empy land-locked piece of desert today which has unlivable conditions.  The place is destroyed by enemy armies (the salt in the broken bricks of the ancient city poisoned the ground and nothing can grow there now).  According to Revelation 18, the merchants will watch it burn from the sea and Babylon is landlocked.  There is no commerce out of there, and yet it is supposed to be a port for ships moving good all over the world.  In fact, Saddam Hussein tried to rebuild the historical city of Babylon (where the average temperature is over 110 degrees F.) only to have the allied forces level it during the Gulf War in Operation Desert Storm.  It is an empty ruin now.  Some authors have made money writing books on how Iraq will somehow rise to the world pinnacle of power and religion, but it is not so.  
The description of the center of Babylon which is destroyed is not the historical city of Babylon.  No city in Iraq is the sea port/commerce center described in these chapters.  Remember that ancient Babylon had already fallen and was only a small town in the time of John.  It is dead desert today.
THE MYSTERY IS THAT THIS SPIRIT WAS BORN IN BABYLON AT THAT INFAMOUS TOWER.  It is named after Babylon where it began its rise against God’s plan for redemption.  When God told Noah to spread out over all the world, those who followed Nimrod would gather in rebellion in the place called Babel and would build towers and offer prayers to fallen angelic false gods.  All of the pagan religions from Egypt to Rome was born there.
The abominations are in her hand, and she is the one offering the cup as a seductress to the world.
The spirit of Babylon which is the controlling force behind the governments of the Earth was born at Babylon.  False religion, and astrology, and witchcraft, and sorcery all have their roots after the Flood in that same city of Babel.  
BABYLON THE GREAT WHORE IS NOT JUST THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.  The controlling tentacles of Babylon is no doubt embedded in the Roman Catholic Church and in a vast amount of other denominations usually at the top levels.  The Jesuits are a grand example of Babylon corrupting covertly from within, but the Jesuits and what they are do not constitute the power structure of Babylon.
You can see Babylon in presidential cabinets, especially in Trilateral Commission members.  You can see Babylon in the Catholic Church through the workings of Jesuits many times and even the pagan and even witchcraft symbols found in certain old cathedrals are bountiful proof if you know what you are seeing.  Babylon commissioned Karl Marx to write his Communist Manifesto, and the blazing truth to that can be seen in its primary tenants which were a repeat of the tenants of the Bavarian Illuminati written by the defrocked Jesuit Adam Weishaupt over a century before.  You see their hand moving in the French Revolution and Russian Revolution.  You see their hand in the American Civil War and the First World War.  

You see their power structure in the banks of the world who has pulled the biggest scam in the world taking our properties and making currency units of debt.  They control most everything through money, and it will see it culmination in the credit system of the Mark of the Beast.  

Babylon is the kosmos or spirit of this world that uses WEALTH to manipulate POLITICS and RELIGIONS.

THEY OWN THE WORLD BANKS – ROTHSCHILDS, BANK OF ENGLAND, BANK OF AMERICA – the world’s wealthiest people are usually (but there are some exceptions) a part of this system we call Babylon that corrupts so many through false religion and wealth.
They call for the wars that we fight many times which explains some of the fiascos of modern days as some rulers were unseated in favor of someone more controllable, or oil fields were taken.  They control many religious groups.
Several  authors and witnesses have stated that the highest leadership of most organized witchcraft groups (who have covens, etc. under them) answer to the third tier.  The first tier is witchcraft.  Witches claim no association to Satanists even though Satanists on the most part do perform ritual magic.  It has been said that the highest leadership of the first tier (witchcraft) and the second tier (Satanists) both secretly report to a group with many names, but the most known of them is the Illuminati.  They are the illuminated ones (with arcane knowledge) that represent the 3rd tier that quietly rules both lower tiers of the occult.  

Much of what is called Hermetic Magic is directly connected to this abominable group.  The religion of Babylon is actually Satanism, even though many within it do not recognize it.  The upper levels do.
Note that one very notable group, the Tyhponian Ordo Templi Orientis based in Great Britain (the California O.T.O. is an offshoot) is infamous for being Aleister Crowley’s coven.  They admit to trying to contact daemons and extraterrestrial entities and in fact, Crowley painted what we know in or society today as a Grey Alien he called Lam in 1917.  The Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn is the Rothschild coven and is at the top of the power structure.  Much of these structures has been handed down from what we know as “gnostics” going all the way back to Babel.  There have been Jewish Gnostics and Christian Gnostics  and Islamic Gnostics, but the reality is that they take bits of religions and mix it with their worship of demons and magic.  The Rosicrucians (Order of the Gold and Rosy Cross) is the group we can see that has brought much of this mysticism into our day.  It is Babylon the Great Whore.
In these Last Days, the idea of denominationalism will be unimportant.  It is a man-made concept anyway.  God established the CHURCH, which is the Body of Christ and that has to do with a person believing on Jesus Christ for the remission of their sins and nothing to do with the name on the door of where they worship.

THE DIVISION WITHIN THE CHURCH WILL BE THIS IN THESE LAST DAYS:  (1) The remnant church that is revived and watching and praying and ready for Jesus when He calls us out  (2)  The lukewarm foolish church who has been born again, but has grown lukewarm and worldly and will be left behind (the 5 foolish virgins) when Jesus calls us out  (3)  THE APOSTATE CHURCH who has become politically correct and now preach “another Jesus” than the one of the Bible.  

This Apostate Church is ruled by Babylon the Great Whore.  She has given her cup to Catholics and Protestants alike and some have taken the cup and compromised Jesus to the destruction of their soul (names blotted out as in Sardis in Revelation 2), and some have remained faithful to Jesus Christ.

At this time in the Tribulation, those who have believed on Jesus Christ is hiding out for their very lives.  It will cost you your life if you are caught and a true Christian during this time.  ONLY THE APOSTATE CHURCH WILL THRIVE UNDER THE BEAST AND BABYLON.

Babylon the Great is the spirit of this world that the Bible declares that Satan rules.  John 12:31 “ Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. “

The word world is the Greek word kosmos which is the system that runs the world and not just the world itself.  There is an evil world system that is run by the “spirit of this world”.  It is the spirit of Antichrist that is already in the world.  It is the anti-God and anti-Christian spirit that is corrupting people.  Babylon the Great is the seat of this power behind the world powers.

1 Corinthians 2:12 “ Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. “

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 “ 3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them“

Ephesians 2:2 “ Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: “

1 John 4:3 “ And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that [spirit] of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. “

Ephesians 6:12 “ For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high [places].“ 

Although the name for Babel means gate of God, because of the false religion and pride personified in the building of the infamous Tower of Babel (a huge ziggurat with astrological symbols to give honor to the false gods of Babylon), its name has become synonymous with “confusion”.
Babel under King Nimrod and his harlot queen reinvented the old religions before the flood of worshiping the fallen angels who were at that time bound to the abyss with the mythos of Tammuz and Semiramis which later in Sumeria became Marduk and Ishtar (earlier Belit), which would in other cultures become Baal and Ashtaroth, and Eros and Aphrodite, and even Cupid (not what we think of on Valentine’s Day) and Venus.  Note that these are all the same false gods of fertility and sexuality.  They have the same corrupt wine that they offer both nations, kings, and peoples.
The profoundly sad thing is that the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Church has paganized the “Madonna and child” to where the history of Jesus’ virgin birth is changed to fit in better to the “mother of God”, Mary – Ashtaroth.  It is sad that something truly wonderful is paganized in a false worship to fit in better with the very false gods that we are forbidden to worship.
This pagan Queen literally is the image you see here as the Great Whore of Babylon.  Babylon is the birthplace of this wicked spirit of corruption and is the literal image that King Nebuchadnezzar saw of the different coming empires.  The whole thing together is this spirit that controls nations and peoples.  And Jesus Christ, the “rock” will destroy it completely.
She is great and powerful and ancient having her roots in ancient Babylon.   She is the mother of harlots and abominations.  She is the root of the false religion in the world.  Babel under Nimrod in Genesis became the originator of astrology and witchcraft at the Tower of Babel in Genesis before God scattered them.  The ancient rebellion against God’s will started there after the flood.  Babel means confusion, and Babylon was named after this city.  If you look up the Gnostic Rosicrucians in many encyclopedias, you will find them credited for modern magical movements from Wicca to New Age to the neo-pagan movement with strong ties to all the kabbalah groups.  They provided the symbols found in the Masonic Lodge (though most Lodge Brothers never know the true source and meaning of their occult “mystical” symbols) and other secret societies such as the Ancient Order of Druids for example.
The old Babylon is just a miniature compared to this Great Babylon.  Babylon and the spirit of witchcraft and rebellion toward God that was born there has grown into a spiritual system that is alive today even though ancient Babylon is dead and destroyed.  It exists today!  It has a purpose!  In the same way that you have a New Jerusalem from God coming down and a man made Jerusalem and they are not the same place, so do you have ancient Babylon and a Babylon the Great of evil.
The golden cup full of abominations will look good and will look pleasurable, but she is feeding the earth with corruption and planting the seeds of the righteous’ death.  She is a choice instrument of evil.  
The mystery is the same mystery of iniquity or lawlessness that you see in 2 Thessalonians 2.  2 Thessalonians 2:6-7 “ 6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth [will let], until he be taken out of the way. “

Babylon is the birthplace of the abominations and spiritual harlots that seduce people from the true worship of God!  
The word MOTHER is used.  She is the MOTHER of both whores and abominations.  She is the mother of all those who seduce men and women to turn away from God with lusts.  This is both a sexual enticement and a spiritual one.  She is behind all the false religions and false prophets and false teachers and false preachers and demonically-inspired religions that seduce you into falling from the truth and believing a lie.

The Bible has always considered turning from God in works of apostasy as an adulterous wife turning from her husband (God).  Babylon is the source of that seduction that pulls people into the kind of deep sin that satisfies flesh and makes people the enemy of God.

She mothers the ABOMINATIONS or things that God hates.  She is the source or that which births the foul things of iniquity that stand against the light and love and righteousness of God.

1 Timothy 4:1-2 “ 1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;   2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; “

This prediction of demonic seduction works hand in hand with this system of Babylon that maintains these false religious beliefs and teachers which is literally inspired by demons.  This is DEMONIC SYSTEM that in some cases, seduces the elect so that they “depart from the faith” and give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons.

Babylon is almost like Satan’s personal harlot of evil which has birthed all kinds of iniquities in this world all with a strong delusional seduction.  They convince people to turn from God into iniquity.  This is sexual, religious, and even spiritual.  People forget that the Holy Spirit is not the only thing that is spiritual.  Demons are spirits also, and they literally try to deceive people into flowing in them instead of God while giving the worship to Satan.
ABOMINATIONS – the Greek word bdel-oog-mah which is a “foul” thing that is despised or detested by God. All abominations come from Babylon.  It is so against the nature of God that He literally despises it.  Abominations are hated things of iniquity or spiritual sin.  An iniquity is worse than a sin in this way, it curses you and your home and what it touches.
QUICK LIST OF THINGS HATEFUL TO GOD (ABOMINATIONS) found in both Old and New Testaments:
· Idolatry – worshiping false gods and making images to them from passing your children to the fire to falling down before them to calling them gods to burning incense to them.  
· Sacrifice of the wicked – when people are religious without repentance and give their sacrifices in pride.

· A proud heart is an abomination to God and He will resist it.

· Sexual immoralities such as adultery, homosexuality and unclean behavior are abominations.

· Lying and especially bearing false witness and spreading discord among the brethren are hated by God.
· Witchcraft and sorceries and wizardry and enchanting are all demonic and abomination to God.

· Those with spirits of divination (psychic network for example) and those who claim to talk to the dead (really to demons) with familiar spirits (such as channelers or mediums) or necromancers who claim to raise the dead are all abomination to God.  He hates them and they are all demonic in nature and deceptive in character.

· One who lies in business and has double standards because of greed along with the general love of money are abominations to the Lord.

· Hands that shed innocent blood and especially the very innocent of children are abomination to God.

· False religion and lying false prophets are abomination to the Lord.

Babylon is the system that gives birth to all the false religions of the world, all the witchcraft groups of the world, the political darkness that hides behind politicians through greed in the world.  It is the evil sick system that twists people’s minds where they believe evil is actually good, and good becomes evil.
Revelation 17:6  “ And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration. “

She is responsible for the death of God’s innocents and those who have died for the testimony of Jesus.  There is a great martyrdom that her false religion is responsible for, but it goes beyond that. Revelation 18:24 " And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth. “
This system is behind the false religions and governments that have persecuted and killed God’s prophets and saints throughout the age, and not just at this time.  But it hits its high point here just before it is completely destroyed.
Think on that:  ROME, Communist Russia, Communist China, Nazi Germany, and Jihadist Muslims all come from the same source though they are not aware of it.  It is the same Antichrist Spirit that was working in John’s day that is behind all of these Anti-God movements.  They are the enemy of Jesus and through that, the enemy of God’s people.

As Queen Jezebel persecuted the true prophets of God in Israel while supporting all her priests and prophets of Baal, so this spirit was behind her all the time.  In fact, Babylon is the mortal enemy of the true prophet.  It has been called the spirit of Jezebel (which is why the woman at Thyatira was called Jezebel) and the spirit of Antichrist.  It was consolidated as a force on Earth at the Tower of Babel in ancient Babylon.
Besides all the religions and governments and groups who have shed the blood of Saints and Prophets, Babylon the Great Harlot Religion will be responsible for this last days (New Age) religion that will try to slaughter anyone who becomes converted to Christ during the Tribulation.  She is the enemy of God’s people.
She offers her cup of greed and iniquity to the kings of the world to seduce them into worshiping the Beast and doing her bidding, but she herself is drunk on the blood of the righteous.  She, like Jezebel, revels in the death of God’s saints (especially His prophets).  EVIL WILL BE THE NEW GOOD UNDER HER INFLUENCE.
You have to indulge to become truly drunk, so she had spilled much blood and drunk down their lives.  She has overindulged in the blood of the innocent.  Revelation 16:6 “ For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy. “

John wondered at her with great admiration, which is a King Jamesian expression that doesn’t mean what we would today by saying that.  He didn’t like her, but he was simply amazed at her power and the immensity of her evil.

Revelation 17:7 “ And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns. “

Translation:  The angel warns John to not be caught up in this unbelievable sight and become filled with awe!  Don’t get caught up in the confusion of what you are seeing, for I will tell you the meaning of this thing.

The angel is about to tell him what the meaning of the mystery is, and there is so much detail if you are not careful it will become more confusing.  We must take it one piece at a time and then put it together.  Revelation 17 and 18 has to be taken one part at a time and then assembled to be understood, or it gets overwhelming.
There is a mystery of the woman, and there is a mystery of the beast (although we have already seen him in Revelation 13).  He is the Antichrist and the kingdom that he establishes.  There is the mystery of the sun clothed woman in Revelation 12 who is national Israel, but here is another mystery woman (the antithesis of the sun-clothed woman) who is a harlot and responsible for manipulating governments and martyring saints and prophets.  

Note: Protestant paranoid teachers have for centuries associated this with the Roman Catholic Church, and declared that Babylon was the Roman Church, or the “apostate church”.   The biblical description of Babylon however does not truly match a description of “just” the church.  This is not to say that the Roman Catholic Church and other church groups who are left behind on Earth at this time will not be a “part” of this Babylon, for they will.  Babylon will manifest through the apostate church, Catholic or Protestant who has been left behind and is compromised to the Beast along with other religious groups such as Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, and anyone who has taken the Mark of the Beast.  

When you look at this scripture objectively, the Catholic Church is not the end-all bad guy that holds all of Babylon.  It just isn’t fair to put it all on them.  But Babylon has certainly corrupted the Catholic Church, and many others.  The coming “7 Mountains” being connected to the 7 Hills of Rome reference is what many base their whole belief of Babylon on.  It actually describes what the 7 mountains and the 7 heads are, and it is dishonest to the Bible to translate it differently when it suits the translator to try and make it the Roman Church.  
•
I will tell you the mystery of the Woman

•
I will tell you the mystery of the Beast who carries her

•
I will tell you the mystery of the seven heads and ten horns

The woman is riding upon the power of the beast with 7 heads and 10 horns, so we already know that this is speaking of the “coming world leader”, or Antichrist.  So, this woman will ride upon his glory and power and try to manipulate him as a rider of a horse does.  It does not work out for he cannot be controlled by her.

The symbols of the 7 heads and 10 horns were actually explained in Daniel 7, but we will receive a further explanation here.  Daniel and Revelation are companion books although they were written hundreds of years apart. 
The woman is said to “sit on many waters” which shows a multiplicity of location and peoples that she controls, but as far as power moves go, she is literally sits atop and tries to rise to world domination on top of the Beast (Antichrist) and his Empire and monetary/religious system.

THE EXPLANATION OF THE MYSTERY OF THE BEAST

Revelation 17:8 “ The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. “

The beast that you saw (the same beast that rose up out of the sea in Revelation 13) has both a human and supernatural origin.  He is said to be given the heart of a man and have the eyes of a man and be seen with a religious heritage that he will deny using both Daniel and Revelation for reference up to this point.

However, there is a supernatural element to this Beast as well.  He is not spoken of as just a man, but always as a “beast” as if he is subhuman.  And to those who claim that he is some resurrected Judas Iscariot since they are both said to be born to perdition or damnation, Judas was a human apostle who literally committed suicide after denying Jesus Christ.  Lost and apostate human souls go to Hell or Hades, and not the abyss (bottomless pit or abussos).  The Abyss is currently (until the 1,000 years of peace when the Devil and his angels go there) ONLY the prison of those fallen angels who have sinned sexually with human women creating the fallen nephilim (or giants), which we have already fully covered.  Judas would not come up out of the bottomless pit.  A power angel, one of the fallen watchers (see Daniel 4:17) of Enoch’s day would.  THIS BEAST IS A BEAST BECAUSE PART OF HIS NATURE IS HUMAN AND PART IS FALLEN ANGEL.  This is the biblical recipe for a “NEPHILIM”, one of the fallen or damned ones from birth.  A nephilim has literally the “soul” of a “demon” with the camouflage of an outer human-like body for a shell.  Their creation is the primary cause of the darkness which caused the Flood of Noah.  Jesus said, “as it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be in the days of the coming of the Son of Man.”  
Revelation 17:8 (NASB) " The beast that you saw was and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss and to go to destruction. And those who dwell on the earth will wonder, whose name has not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast, that he was and is not and will come.”

Revelation 17:8  (AMP) “ The beast that you saw [once] was, but [now] is no more, and he is going to come up out of the Abyss (the bottomless pit) and proceed to go to perdition. And the inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been recorded in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world will be astonished when they look at the beast, because he [once] was, but [now] is no more, and he is [yet] to come. “  [Dan. 7:3.]

Revelation 17:8  (ALT)  " The beast which you saw was, and is not, and is about to be ascending out of the bottomless pit and to be going away to destruction. And the ones dwelling on the earth will be amazed, whose names have not been written on the Scroll of Life from [the] laying of the foundation of [the] world [or, from [the] beginning of the creation of [the] universe], when they see the beast that was, and is not, and will come.”

Revelation 17:8 (Greek Literal) “ [THE] BEAST WHICH THOU SAWEST WAS, AND IS NOT, AND IS ABOUT TO COME UP OUT OF THE ABYSS, AND INTO DESTRUCTION TO GO; AND SHALL WONDER THEY WHO DWELL ON  THE EARTH, OF WHOM ARE NOT WRITTEN THE NAMES IN THE BOOK OF LIFE FROM [THE] FOUNDATION  OF [THE] WORLD, SEEING  THE BEAST WHICH WAS AND NOT IS, AND YET IS.”

If you understand the 2-fold nature of this Beast, that he is not just a human but has a supernatural fallen angelic nature, then it begins to make some sense.  If you don’t understand that, then this will just give confusion.  There is a duality that this scripture shows.  This is not so much a paradox, but the declaration of a dual-nature.
•The beast who was - past tense:  He was once and at one time was known on the earth.  There was a time when he was here on the earth once before.  There was a time when he was and was probably noteworthy.  But he was on the Earth once before.  

•The beast who then is not or no more - a passing away:  He had his time once and passed away and was no longer on the Earth for a period.  At this time of the writing of the book of Revelation by John in fact and throughout a time, he is gone and is not.  It is as if he has died or was removed.  Actually, he was banished for a long time in the abyss.

•The beast who then shall come up out of the abyss– he is coming back:  He was banished and now through this “man” Antichrist, this Beast is back on the Earth again in great power.  It is almost like he is incarnated through the body of this seeming man.  The man is a hybrid of this Beast who was on Earth before and was bound for a long time in the abyss and human.  He will appear human, but he is not.  THIS IS THE BEAST’S MYSTERY!
Only fallen angels who have committed the iniquity as Sodom according to Jude and 2 Peter are bound in the abyss right now.  The king of the Abyss is Abaddon (or Apollyon), and not Satan.  According to 1 Enoch Samyaza was the name of the leader of the Watchers (the bene ha’ elohim or sons of God of Genesis 6) who fell sexually with the women of Enoch and Noah’s day.  Azazel (the horned beast fallen angel/goat/satyr spirit) who is named in the Bible as who the scapegoat is sent to is among those mentioned Watchers in the Abyss.  He is possibly one of the ones who will be released in the Tribulation to do some of these evil works (such as to open the Euphrates or lead the Chinese Army or father the Antichrist).  It has been suggested that Abaddon is Samyaza and that he was released at some time to father the Beast and through him, walks the Earth again.

Satan is not bound to the abyss, so that great red dragon is not the true “biological/spiritual” father of the Beast.  Only breaking the ban on having sexual relations with humans causes angels to be bound to the abyss currently.
This man will move in angelic power and charm.  It will literally be amazing the kind of supernatural pull this fellow will have, in fact it will be inhuman.  The Beast who was, and was bound in the chains of the abyss, is now free in this nephilim known as the Beast of Revelation.  
He is coming back.  Yet this nephilim is seen as a man and will be seen as a charismatic leader.  Angelic-human hybrids are biblical and was the hallmark of the happenings that caused the Flood of Noah.  Jesus said it would be as it was in Noah’s Day and Lot’s Day.  Homosexuality and immorality and hard hearts were the hallmarks of Lot’s Day.  It is an evil and supernatural mix.
Luke 17:26 “ And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man. “
Luke 17:28-29 “ 28 Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded;  29 But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. “

It is believed by some scholars that before the Flood of Noah, Satan had encouraged the angels to sin sexually in order to corrupt the bloodline and frustrate God’s prophecy in the garden about the woman’s seed crushing his head (Genesis 3:14-15).  This was a prediction about the coming Messiah (Jesus), and the corruption of the human bloodline would prevent this prediction from happening.  They were usually giants because most warrior angels are from large to huge size (Genesis 6:1-5).  Larger genetic parents make larger children usually.  But not all were abnormally tall.  
The hexadactyly (having six fingers and/or six toes) is a sign of a birth defect from this angelic genetic engineering (2 Samuel 21:20; 1 Chronicles 20:6).  There are flaws in the gene sequences in blending two similar but different physical species.  Hexadactyly is a sign that there are flaws within.   As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be but it would not be for the same reason outside of just lusting after that which you are forbidden to have.  There is a Last Days plan in effect.  It is too late to stop Jesus from coming to the Cross, but it might literally have something to do with the 2 Beasts of Revelation, the Antichrist and the False Prophet since neither seem to be truly human and cast alive in the Lake of Fire at the end of the Tribulation and missing the Judgment of God and the Great White Throne Judgment.

That would mean that the last 5,000 years have been used by Satan to develop a more human-like camouflaged body for a nephilim within to put a demonic soul.  In other words, they will be making shorter, more human-like nephilim for this plan and the Antichrist and False Prophet would be examples of the end of this program.

Only a few decades ago, the idea of a succubus and incubus was understood to be sexual spirits and demonic in nature.  What they call alien abductions have been occurring a very long time and have always been demonic.  We are just now trained by Hollywood and other media to believe it is some Extraterrestrial.  It is more extradimensional and demonic.  

Of course, there are always conspiracy theorists that err on the side of insanity in believing not only the insane ramblings of some, but also the disinformation put out to hide what is really being hidden.  But there is well-documented evidence in the Conspiracy Theory of Modern History (going back several hundred years).  A. Ralph Epperson’s book, “The Unseen Hand” is a good well-documented and footnoted example.  But the Bible talks about such works of darkness and signs in the heavens (including space) that makes men’s heart stop with fear and the Great Delusion of the Last Days along with the false miracles and signs of the False Prophet.  But there are far too many stories for decades now about women having abduction experiences and becoming pregnant mysteriously, only to have another late night experience 6 months later when the fetus disappears.  A few accounts could be dismissed as paranoia or hysteria, but there are a “lot” of these stories told, though few are believed.  At this point, millions and millions of Americans believe that they have been abducted and almost all speak of sexual experimentation going on during the abduction.  It is demonic and part of a Last Days plan.
I realize that this is debated, but what if a fallen angel is released from the abyss to intermix with a human female and produce a nephilim hybrid that we call the Antichrist?  He is perceived as a human being, but these scriptures are about a fallen angel.  Yet, this is a man who is the coming world ruler.

•The beast who is going to perdition - he is already damned:  Unlike Adam’s race, this one is born damned which is what nephilim actually means.  Nephilim is from the Hebrew root word naphal (damned or fallen).  A human is born and lives and dies and after this is judged by God (Hebrews 9:27).  But the Beast is born already damned and will be cast alive into his final destination, the Lake of Fire.  The Bible gives him both a human and fallen angelic nature simultaneously.  This is not a paradox if he is a nephilim.
Hebrews 9:27 “ And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: “

Revelation 19:20-21 “ 20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which [sword] proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh. “

Argument has been made that this is discussing the head that was wounded and recovered which is the old Roman Empire being reborn as the European Union.  It was, and then was not (though it actually was under Nero in the day that John wrote it), and to the surprise of the world came up again.  This actually is much how it is discussed in Revelation 13 with the deadly wound.  IT DOES NOT FOLLOW HERE HOWEVER.  AN EMPIRE DOES NOT GO DOWN AND COME UP FROM THE BOTTOMLESS PIT.
Plus, the idea that the kingdom itself (which is what each head was, as the Persian Empire and Roman Empire) was going to perdition or damnation would not be used in this way with the whole country.  This speaks of an individual who is damned and going to the Lake of Fire, and not some metaphorical language about a country going to Hell.
Although we must recognize that the kingdom of the Beast is tied into the Beast, when you speak of personal terms and destinies to damnation and the fact that it rose up out of the Abyss first then it is clearly speaking of the individual, and not their kingdom.  SO THESE VERSES SPEAK OF THE “PERSON” OF THE BEAST AND ITS ORIGIN.
This explanation of the “mystery” involved here moves from point to point.  It shows the mystery of the person of the Beast, and then is about to move to the mystery of the kingdom-structure of the Beast and the nature of his power.  Then there is the mystery of Babylon herself, and this ends up to the physical localities that Babylon sits (on many waters).  The way to keep confusion down is to take each explanation and keep it separated as a part of the explanation, which is indeed the way that it is given to us here.

Perdition is the Greek apoleia which is the same root word that Apollyon (King of the Abyss - Abaddon) is taken from.  It means perishing or damnation or utter ruin.  He is damned to the second death in the Lake of Fire.

He brings a great wonder to the earth and astounds the ones with his Mark.  This is the devil’s day, and there will be great deception in this day and this man who Satan uses will seem like a savior and invincible. 

Revelation 13:3-4 “ 3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. 4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who [is] like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?  “

Revelation 13:8 “ And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. “

2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 “ 9 [Even him], whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. “  See also Romans 1:21-32 – REPROBATES
The ones who are reprobate will give into this great deception completely and worship this Beast and think that he is everything to them.  What is this deception that is so great?  They will fall to the supernatural side of the Beast.  He will cause all of those who have been seduced and given into the mark of the beast and damned to fall in behind him in fascination.  

THE MYSTERY OF THE EMPIRES AND BABYLON 
WHO HAS HELD IT TOGETHER AND THE MODERN EMPIRE

Revelation 17:9-11 “ 9 And here [is] the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. 
10 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, [and] the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. 
11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.“
The 7 mountains have been associated with Rome (the 7 hills of Rome) in a lot of older commentaries, usually by commentators who are very “cautious” about the Catholic Church and its motives.  People tend to ignore the explanation of verse 10.  
If you do associate it with Rome, then you need to understand that it would be the actual Roman Empire that existed when John wrote these words and not the Roman Catholic Church which John was a part of and indeed all Christian denominations and churches sprang from.  When John wrote these words, there was just “the church”, and it wasn’t Roman, but belonged to Jesus Christ.  

The part of Catholic Church that is left behind after the catching away of the Saints will have a part of this false religion, but it is bigoted and naive to place all the blame upon them.  The so-called City of the 7 Hills is not enough by itself to say this is the Catholic Church.  To hold on to this idea dogmatically breaks the integrity of the scriptures here.
The 7 heads/mountains are something else that Babylon sits upon.  Babylon sits on the Beast, and she sits on many waters, and now we see that she sits on all of these heads throughout history.

Here is the mind that has wisdom means, “I am going to explain this mystery so listen very carefully and be wise for it is complicated”.  You must have a mind which has wisdom or you will never follow this.  It helps to pray and allow the Holy Spirit to open the understanding to you.
Greek Literal Revelation 17:9-11 (Greek Literal) “ 9 HERE [IS] THE MIND WHICH HAS WISDOM: THE SEVEN HEADS MOUNTAINS  ARE SEVEN, WHERE THE WOMAN SITS ON THEM.  
10 AND KINGS SEVEN THERE ARE: THE FIVE  ARE FALLEN, AND THE ONE IS, THE OTHER NOT YET IS COME: AND WHEN HE SHALL HAVE COME, A LITTLE WHILE HE MUST REMAIN.
11 “ AND THE BEAST WHICH WAS, AND NOT IS, ALSO HE AN EIGHTH IS, AND OF THE SEVEN IS, AND INTO DESTRUCTION GOES.”
Revelation 17:10-11 (ALT)  " 10 There are also seven kings: the five fell, the one is, the other did not yet come, and when he comes, it is necessary [for] him to remain a short time.
11 And the beast which was, and is not, is himself also an eighth, and he is out of the seven, and he is going away to destruction.”
Could the 7 mountains be pointing at least to a degree to the 7 hills of Rome?  It is certainly possible, but it is not the main meaning when you take all of this in context.  It probably does indeed also allude to Rome and is probably the reason that it went from the already explained 7 heads to 7 mountains showing a duality of meaning.
So, is it the Roman Church or Rome?  Daniel 9:27 tells us that the Beast is of the same people who destroyed the Temple and Jerusalem, Rome.  Babylon has been in existence thousands of years before the church and before the one segment settled in Rome, Italy (the Vatican).  Remember this is about where Babylon is sitting.  All those kingdoms of Nebuchadnezzar’s Image in Daniel 2 are all part of this same thing, Babylon.
She sits on the waters and here upon the seven mountains. Her evil influence has covered the entire world throughout this last age through the rising and fallings of various kingdoms and empires.  The false religion which will bring the wrath of God on the whole earth originates in her but is spread to all peoples.  She also sits or rides atop the Beast; that is both the person and his empire.
In Daniel, we have seen the various beasts rise representing both the empires and the great leaders sometimes who ran them.  Each of these beasts are shown as a head here in Revelation, and you can further see that they are lands with the parallel imagery of mountains.  

The woman sits or controls or uses and has dominion over (much like Jezebel over Ahab) these kingdoms, and 6 of these kingdoms (heads) existed BEFORE the end times.  In Revelation 13, we discussed the 6 head (ending with Rome) and the head that recovered (New Rome or the European Union).  In all of these empires and times, Babylon like Jezebel controlled each of them: Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, Grecian, Roman, and now with the European Union the head wounded unto death lives again (Revelation 13:1-3).

She is a seducer and she uses political power and wealth to manipulate kings and their countries.  Through this unholy influence, she is able to control all the peoples of the world.  This is why the love of money is the “root” of all evil.  It is the lust for power and money and the world that is such a strong lure into the trap/domination of Satan.
Is Rome being emphasized here?  Possibly in part, but it is clear that these heads all represent kingdoms that have come and gone and coming, so it is secondary if it is.  It becomes very clear that the last head (which is a mountain) is the modern version of Rome (the E.U.) and through this new Rome, the Beast will make an 8th Empire.  This will be the last before Jesus brings the Kingdom of God to Earth.  
A new Rome is emphasized as the European Union is used to bring forth the Beast and his armies.
I am not negating the possibility of the city of Rome being implicated here from the 7 mountains or hills reference, but it is in the context of the heads always being empires.  Europe will be the origin of the Beast and his armies. The meaning of these mountains and heads have been consistent throughout the prophecies. 

Quite literally: the woman is the spirit of Babylon that has existed since the days of the Tower of Babel, and all these heads are a part of her.  And as the different parts of the statue that Nebuchadnezzar saw was part of the whole, it is this spirit of Babylon that has been the guiding and meshing force in these empires throughout history.  

She sits upon them showing dominance.  She is the power behind the authority.  She uses influence to control nations and whole empires.  But here you see something that makes total sense.

TIMELINE OF THE HEADS-MOUNTAINS

In John’s day while he is writing the Apocalypse:

· Five of these “kings”or kingdom/empires have fallen in John’s day.
· They were Egypt; Assyria; Babylonia; Persia, and the Grecian Empires. 
· One is in John’s day – the Roman Empire under Nero Caesar.  It has since then fallen of course.

· One is to come (in the Last Days) from the “wounded unto death head” - the European Union
· The 7th Head is the European Union (a resurrected Rome) which will produce the Beast.

· He makes an 8th Empire which will consist of those 10 nations (horns).

Although he will rise up in importance through that treaty and negotiations and military prowess against Russia and the Islamic countries such as Iran, Sudan, and Libya, it is his control of the oil and resources of those Islamic countries and of the vast reserves of Israel itself in the aftermath of a world/nuclear war that will give him the power to break off from the European Union and become a dictator/emperor of a band of 10 nations of the 8th Empire to oppress the people of God.  

Revelation 17:10 (AMP) “ And they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one still exists [and is reigning]; the other [the seventh] has not yet appeared, and when he does arrive, he must stay [but] a brief time.”

The European Union (the 7th head) will only continue but a brief time.  Once the European Union truly becomes an empire and stands to take Israel from Russia and the Islamic invaders truly occupying Israel, they will continue as a true power for only a very short space of time.  The Beast will see his chance and decide to take power himself.

Short space is the Greek oligos which means a minuscule amount of time.  Compared to the other empires, it will have a very short life.  This word is different from the small season mentioned elsewhere which is from the word “chronos” which usually means 3 ½ years.  

Please note that the Bible makes it clear that this kingdom that births the Beast (the European Union) would continue only a very short time.  It is in existence today, which means that we are in the season of all these Last Days Events coming to pass.  It is very, very close at hand.
GRAPHIC TIMELINE OF KINGDOMS (Empires) WHICH HAVE OPPRESSED ISRAEL

1ST  HEAD     EGYPTIAN KINGDOM {EMPIRE}

The 1st world empire to oppress Israel: Egyptian Empire under Pharaoh until Moses.

Symbol for Egypt is the eagle: Ezekiel 17:7-18

2ND  HEAD     ASSYRIAN KINGDOM {EMPIRE}

The second world empire to oppress Israel:  Assyrian Empire – the Mesopotamian Valley is the birth place to this spirit at the Tower of Babel.  Before Nebuchadnezzar's Babylonian Empire, Assyria is the lion:  Ezekiel 50:17-18

3RD  HEAD      BABYLONIAN KINGDOM {EMPIRE}

The third world empire to oppress Israel:  Babylonian Empire who invaded and took captive Israel under King Nebuchadnezzar : Daniel 7:4; Revelation 13:1-2.  It is the head of gold in Daniel 2.

The ruling country of Babylonia was the same land as the older Assyrian Empire, but it was a different government and people.  This is also the Golden Head. 

4TH  HEAD   MEDEA-PERSIAN KINGDOM {EMPIRE}

This is the kingdom that took the power away from Babylon and the crown prince Belshazzar in Daniel's later years.  Daniel 7:5; Revelation 13:1-2

This kingdom is symbolized by a ram with 2 horns in Daniel 8:3, 20

5TH  HEAD     GRECIAN KINGDOM {EMPIRE} {ALEXANDER THE GREAT}

Alexander the Great's Grecian Kingdom that took the world.  It took the Persians by force and took all of the then civilized world.  Daniel 7:6; Revelation 13:1-2

This kingdom is also typified by the symbol of a he-goat in Daniel 8:5, 21.

6TH  HEAD     ROMAN KINGDOM {EMPIRE}

Old Roman Kingdom was described as a terrible beast with iron teeth in Daniel 7.  Daniel 7:7, 8, 12, 24; 9:26; Revelation 13:1-3.  
The head (empire) as it were wounded to death.  Rome fell over one thousand years ago.  It seems that it has been wounded to death, but it arises again.  And that is the next head recovered from its wound.

Now, the hard part to understand was how the head that had a wound unto death somehow recovered.  And some bible teachers of the past predicted that somehow Rome would rise again.  And most looked to the Roman Catholic Church as being the medium in which this religion/financial/political empire would rise and try and take the world.  But today, we have seen an actual New Roman Empire rise from the ashes of the old as Europe is uniting to become the world dominator in finance.  The E.U. is actually putting together a military force of United European Forces that is awesome.  
7TH  HEAD     NEW ROMAN KINGDOM {EMPIRE} Revived Roman Empire: THE EUROPEAN UNION (E.U.)   

Daniel 7:7, 8, 12, 24; 9:26, 27; Revelation 12:3, 12, 13

His deadly wound was healed.  This is the power of the last empire that will be given from the dragon (Satan) unto the beast (Antichrist).
This 7th Head (the European Union) will produce the Antichrist (the Beast) that will rise with 10 nations and be the leader of an 8th Empire, the Empire of the Beast which will produce the Mark of the Beast.
VERSE 11 SPEAKS OF THE MYSTERY OF THE ACTUAL BEAST HIMSELF.

Revelation 17:11 (AMP) “ And as for the beast that [once] was, but now is no more, he [himself] is an eighth ruler (king, head), but he is of the seven and belongs to them, and he goes to perdition.”

Here is a MYSTERY.  The beast is the Antichrist.  He is both of human and fallen angelic nature.  He is the beast.  You must focus on who he is talking about.  

He is the beast who was - and is not – and will go to perdition.  This is highly debatable once again.  The part about going to perdition is understandable, for this is his literal destination at Armageddon as he is cast alive into the Lake of Fire.  THE ESSENCE OF THE BEAST IS OF THOSE EMPIRES BOTH PAST AND PRESENT.  

This is why he is like a leopard, and has the feet of bear, and the mouth of a lion as he is as those other heads and empires.  He is out of the European Empire literally (Daniel 9:27), but his power (back to the spirit of Babylon) is the spirit that has given each of these kingdoms power over the years and ruled them.
He makes a separate 8th Empire that will oppress the people of God like never before. He is of the 7 empires before him in power and nature, and literally comes from Europe.  The Beast has a kinship to Alexander the Great and the leopard mostly, and the mouth as Babylon in its pride, and his ability to take land as Persia the Bear and how he is of Rome or Europe, but could this be more.  
In Daniel 2, when Nebuchadnezzar saw the vision of the image of empires with Babylon as gold on top, and the European Union mixture with clay (oil nations) on the bottom, the king was actually seeing this same Babylon the Great Whore who controls and holds all these empires together and inspires them to attack Israel and Christians (the people of God).

He and the False Prophet are destined to go straight to damnation unlike anyone else in the universe (Revelation 19:19-20).
The United States of America and Canada will have fallen in nuclear war.  Russia has been devastated by that same war.  Saudi Arabia has been greatly hit because of this same war and the U.S.A. using it for a base of operations.  It is very possible that Australia might very well suffer the same troubles from this war.  The status of all of South America is unknown here, and in fact will probably be struggling to survive after their northern neighbors have been radiated and burned.
The American Stock Market is destroyed.  China’s war in the East has destroyed Japan’s Market.  The economies of the world has totally crashed in a profound way that has never occurred before.

The Beast now has the most viable and ample oil fields left in the world that is not radioactive.  He owns them and will literally trade power and land for gain.  Europe is in control of these fields for just a short time until the Beast rises up and much of Europe follows him as he creates a New World Order from his control of the oil and the land.

· Oil

· Resources

· New cashless monetary system

· New religion that tries to bring all major ones together to stop fighting

· Computerized marking system takes away crime

· Cries peace, peace but brings death

He will be like a savior-general to Israel, pushing out the invading Iranian, Libyan and Russian forces, but this will not be enough for him.  He is a hybrid being of evil that is born to this destiny.  He is the Beast.  The Internet and virtual reality computer technology and the tagging of every human being that they can will give him a network power to rule the world economically while making reprobate converts to Satan.  He truly is the son of blasphemy. 

He will have at least those 3 Islamic oil countries, Iran, Sudan (and possibly Ethiopia), and Libya that he will take through war violently since they were the invaders with Russia into Israel.  He will take their land and oil.  There is a real possibility that there is an ISLAMIC connection in this that will make the Islamic world want to follow him.
Some see the Mahdi as the False Prophet doing the miracles and signs and saying to worship the Beast.  It is believed by Shiite Muslims that the Mahdi (the 11th Imam) will bring judgment to the world with the prophet Jesus (Muslims see Jesus as a returning prophet and not Son of God).  Could the False Prophet try to declare that the Beast is Jesus reborn?  Could this be the key in convincing Christians, Jews, and Muslims to come together to the same religion as the Beast declares himself as god as the False Prophet does miracles?

The 10 kings will make him ruler over all of them and their countries, although 3 of them shall be by force according to Daniel.  Dr. Jack Van Impe (who I deeply respect for his knowledge of eschatology, but must after a lot of prayerful thought disagree with him on this one point) speaks of 13 countries instead of 10 because of the 3 that are taken by force, but I believe that those 3 are part of the 10.  It actually says so in Daniel 7:7-8, 2O, 24.  There are 10 nations, not 13.  There might possibly be an 11th if he is from an 11th that is not one of the 10.  It might well be that he already ruled one nation and the other 10 gave him power over oil and resources, which would make 11.  That is possible, but not directly stated.  
Three will be taken by force.  I believe that is the clay (non-European) taken by his European Forces according to the European Treaty signed with Israel.  He will go and conquer the three countries that Russia and Kazakhstan backs in the world war over Israel which are Iran, and Libya, and Sudan (was part of Ethiopia).  This is the mixture of iron (ROMAN EMPIRE) and clay (OIL) in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the kingdom of the 10 toes.  It will not stand and be weakened because iron cannot truly blend with clay.  
The Beast will take the greed for oil however and use religion and finances together to form a new coalition and be its Caesar or Alexander.  But it ends at his own damnation at Armageddon.  Revelation 19:20-21 “ 20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which [sword] proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh. “
Revelation 17:12 “ And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast. “

This sounds much like a lightning fast revolution.  They are 10 kings, and they achieve great power in the same hour that the beast does.  Are these puppet leaders he has put into power for money (Daniel talks about it) and he appoints at once?  Will the Antichrist be a leader of another country himself?  It is not clear.

This scripture makes it look as if although the man Antichrist (Beast) has had some authority as being the one who signed the peace treaty with Israel 3 ½ years before and negotiated and then forced Russia’s withdrawal out of Israel with military forces, but he will gain a tremendous amount of power in the middle of the Tribulation.  He might be a general and negotiator, but he is not as much a political leader until the middle when he becomes a dictator.
As he captivates the world, he takes his peace keeping forces into Israel and makes it his second capital.  Jerusalem will then become his religious capital city with the Temple his shrine, and through his new computerized financial system (the Mark of the Beast) and the New Age religion that goes along with it will begin to rule.

They will flock behind him as the New Messiah, but he is the genuine Antichrist who has finally come to deceive the world with the help of the False Prophet and all of Satan’s forces.  He will be an emperor and as the emperors of old, he will declare himself a god to be worshiped.  And when people use his financial system the will worship the beast and through him they will worship the dragon (Devil).
Note that in Daniel 2, the 10 toes were mixed of iron and clay.  Iron is the symbol in Daniel 7 of the Roman Beast.  The mixture comes from taking the 3 Islamic oil-producing countries which is easily understood as being clay.  Daniel 7 tells us that 3 of the 10 horns (countries/kings) are taken by force.  These are the 3 leading Islamic protagonists from the Ezekiel 38 World War (also in Revelation 6).  Russia is a guard for Cush (Sudan and Ethiopia-more likely Sudan), Put (Libya), and Iran.  The 3 oil-producing nations that he takes by force are Iran, Sudan, and Libya.

Daniel 7:7-8 “ 7 After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it [was] diverse from all the beasts that [were] before it; and it had ten horns. 8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn [were] eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things. “

Daniel 7:24 “ And the ten horns out of this kingdom [are] ten kings [that] shall arise: and another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall subdue three kings. “  -  They will rally behind him and support him as the new messiah/emperor.  

They will give them their power and strength, and he will control their armies and resources.  HE WILL CONTROL THE LAST OF THE NON-RADIATED OIL FIELDS.  These countries are also in addition to the oil reserves under Israel that he will take.  HE will rule these ten countries and perhaps an eleventh (his own), and they will give him absolute power.  He will come out of the European Union, but his new Empire will be his own.

HE WILL ESTABLISH A CASHLESS MONETARY SYSTEM AND CONTROL THE OIL RESOURCES OF THE WORLD TO ENFORCE IT.  CONTROLLING THE OIL MAKES HIM THE MOST POWERFUL MAN ON THE PLANET.

They have no kingdom yet, which has 2 possible meanings.  It probably means that in John’s day that these kingdoms are not kingdoms yet.  Most European nations were not around in the first century A.D.  The other possibility is that there is such a revolution with the Beast’s rise to power and empire that 10 nations are suddenly given 10 new leaders or kings/presidents through this move.  That would mean that it is concentrating on the kings and not the nation.  
But whichever of these are true, these leaders receive the kind of absolute power that they enjoy in one day with the Beast.  It is a true REVOLUTION with oil, resources, military, and religion being the glue that holds it together.
Interestingly, they receive their power in one hour just as Babylon will be destroyed in one hour.

Revelation 17:12-13 (AMP) “ 12 Also the ten horns that you observed are ten rulers (kings) who have as yet received no royal dominion, but together they are to receive power and authority as rulers for a single hour, along with the beast. [Dan. 7:20-24.]  13 These have one common policy (opinion, purpose), and they deliver their power and authority to the beast. “
The Beast becomes an absolute dictator as there is a revolution in these 10 nations and they totally surrender their authority to the Beast.  This is the kind of authority that the Caesars had and that Adolf Hitler had.  It could very well be a 10 nation (not counting Israel which is taken as well) revolution in a time where there is no oil giving absolute power in these areas over the control of the oilfields.  
Whatever events give rise to their power gives rise to his power as well.  Babylon will put them in power and will attempt to ride or harness them.  But this will backfire on Great Babylon the Whore.
Babylon will think to use prostitution of resources to gain power and use (as any good Jezebel-like entity would) the Beast as her Puppet-King, but he will turn on her when it is finished after 3 ½ years.

Revelation 17:13 “ These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. “

The 10 rulers who follow the Antichrist will have one purpose... to make the Antichrist their Emperor... a ruler of many nations under one empire or kingdom.   They will have unity.  There is power in unity, even though three of them he already has taken by force.  

They will have one purpose:  They will join their authority and power to the man Antichrist or Beast.  
His power derives from them as much as anything else.  Daniel saw it in his visions, and here you see the 10 kings giving him this power.  

They had no kingdom or country in John’s day, but they will arise at the same time as the Beast.  It sounds like in the lieu of the World War turned nuclear and the devastations that preceded and followed that they are taking advantage of the situation.

Revelation 17:14 “ These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him [are] called, and chosen, and faithful. “

The Russian and Chinese army will be coming against the Antichrist’s European army, but something will bring them together with the Antichrist’s European Plus army to oppose the Lord Jesus Christ.  If they really understand that this is Armageddon and they are about to be destroyed by the Son of God is not certain, but it sounds like they know He is coming and try to rally together.

TRUE PURPOSE:  They are seduced by the riches of the Harlot’s cup, and they are mesmerized by the Beast’s magnetism and power, and stunned by the False Prophet’s miraculous powers; but the true purpose of these 10 nations gathering to create one last 8th Empire that will persecute the people of God (especially Israel and its Christian converts) will be to make war against Jesus Christ when He returns at the Second Coming.
The Lying Spirits (which looks like FROGS from the mouths of Satan, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet) and the situation will convince them that they think that they can actually make war with Jesus Christ and His armies.  This is the point where the Great Delusion will hit its peak and deceive them to their deaths.
Jesus Christ is the Lord of lords and the King of kings!  
The reality is that every power and authority must bow before the authority of GOD HIMSELF.  The fullness of God was placed in Jesus Christ and all power in Heaven and in Earth was given to Him.  This is GOD bodily coming in His armies.  These who oppose him (including Satan and all of his angelic power) are God’s creation.  The CREATOR has the power and authority to overcome any time that He wishes to impose it.
Matthew 28:18 “ And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. “

Colossians 1:16-19 “ 16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:   17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.   18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.   19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; “

Colossians 2:8-10 “ 8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.   9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.   10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: “
The term “King of Kings” was used early on as seen in 1 Enoch 9:4 “ And they said to the Lord of the ages: 'Lord of lords, God of gods, King of kings, 〈and God of the ages〉, the throne of Thy glory (standeth) unto all the generations of the ages, and Thy name holy and glorious and blessed unto all the ages! ”
This is also seen in the apocryphal books of 2 and 3 Maccabees.  The Ethiopian version of Revelation 17 adds the God of gods to the text actually, which is interesting.  One other scholar using the Aramaic fragments from the Ethiopian text amended the text in Revelation 17 to say this: “Lord of the ages, Lord of lords and God of gods and King of the ages”.
The only ‘true God’ is the one who created ‘all’.  He is the Lord of all authorities or lords.  He is the King over and of all kings and all authorities are in place by His tolerance for He can removed whoever He wishes.  And HE is the true and living GOD and created all things that men in their foolishness worship.
ALL OTHER AUTHORITIES AND GOVERNMENTS WILL FALL AT THE KINGDOM OF GOD!

This is a milestone on universal history as this process of cleansing and redeeming the universe that will repent comes to a head here on Planet Earth where Satan and his angels have been bound.  Here, Jesus Christ is returning to not only clean house, but to set up a new Kingdom that will reign over all.

And Jesus will overcome them with the sword that comes out of His mouth.  He will speak the WORD (sword) and they will be annihilated.  Jesus Christ is truly the King of kings, and all kings and kingdoms at this time will fall before Him and His majesty.  He is the Lord of lords and all powers and principalities will fall at His feet.  He is not coming this time as a little humble baby in a manger or as a lamb to the slaughter, but as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah.
He does not come alone.

Revelation 19:14 “ 14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.   

Jude 1:14-15 “ 14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, 15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. “

2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 “ 7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,   8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:   9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;   10 When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day. “

Psalm 149:4-9 “ 4 For the LORD taketh pleasure in his people: he will beautify the meek with salvation.   5 Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their beds.    6 Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a twoedged sword in their hand;   7 To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon the people;   8 To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron;   9 To execute upon them the judgment written: this honour have all his saints. Praise ye the LORD. “

Who comes back with Jesus Christ according to Revelation 17?  
· the “CALLED” 

· the “CHOSEN”

· the “FAITHFUL” – all three conditions together.
Who is it that has these attributes in scripture?  We see that it is not just the created “angels” who are coming back with Jesus in His armies, but the Saints who have been called and chosen and been faithful who come as well.  Revelation 19:14 made it clear that the armies who follow Him on white horses (victory) are clothed in fine white and clean linen, which is the clothing of the redeemed Saints of God and not the angels.
•
Called (Greek kletos): as invited to the banquet.    
Matthew 22:4 “ Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and [my] fatlings [are] killed, and all things [are] ready: come unto the marriage. “

Matthew 22:8-9 “ 8 Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. 9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. “

Matthew 25:6 “ And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. “

Romans 1:6-7 “ 6 Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: 7 To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called [to be] saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. “

Romans 8:28 “ And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to [his] purpose. “

Ephesians 4:4 “ [There is] one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; “

Colossians 3:15 “ And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. “

1 Timothy 6:12 “ Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. “

Hebrews 9:15 “ And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions [that were] under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. “

1 Peter 5:10 “ But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle [you]. “

We have been invited to the Marriage of the Lamb of God.  It is those who answered the Midnight Cry to come to the Marriage Feast in the beginning of the Tribulation (both the dead in Christ and those wise Virgins ready to go – Matthew 25) who come back with the Lord on white horses dressed as the redeemed in their wedding garments.
Note that there were those of the House of Israel who were called first and rejected the call.  The Lord said to go to the highways and byways and call them in.  The 5 foolish Virgins heard the call and were called, but were not ready.  It requires more than to just be called.  It is similar to King Agrippa in Acts 26:28 who was “almost persuaded” to be a Christian.  Yes, we must be called, but we must answer the call to be “chosen”.

•
The Chosen (Greek eklektos): picked out by God and chosen, the elect of God, Christians.

Matthew 20:16 “ So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chosen. “

Matthew 22:11-14 “ 11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment:   12 And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless.   13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.   14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”

John 15:16 “ Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and [that] your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. “

1 Corinthians 1:26-28 “ 26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, [are called]: 27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, [yea], and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: “

2 Thessalonians 2:13 “ But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: “

2 Timothy 2:4 “ No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of [this] life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. “

James 2:5 “ Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him? “

1 Peter 2:9 “ But ye [are] a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: “
Understanding being chosen means that you must understand that God knows ahead of time who will decide to believe by faith.  God has given every single human a measure of faith, but most will choose not to believe upon Jesus Christ.  The chosen has been picked out by God because they are willing to believe by faith in Jesus.  He has called many, but few are chosen.  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, but sadly most will not believe upon Him.  It is not God’s will for any to perish, but that all should come to repentance.  

To be chosen, you must decide to believe and then obey by repenting and turning from you sins unto Jesus instead.
· The faithful (Greek pistos):  a trustworthy believer who walks in obedience.

Matthew 25:20-21 “ 20 And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. 21  His lord said unto him, Well done, [thou] good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. “

Luke 12:42-44 “ 42 And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom [his] lord shall make ruler over his household, to give [them their] portion of meat in due season? 43 Blessed [is] that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 44 Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath. “

Luke 16:10-11 “ 10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. 11 If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true [riches]? “

Luke 21:36 “ Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. “

John 14:15 “ If ye love me, keep my commandments. “

John 14:21 “ He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him. “

Ephesians 1:1-2 “ 1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace [be] to you, and peace, from God our Father, and [from] the Lord Jesus Christ. “

James 1:22 “ But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. “

1 John 2:3-6 “ 3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. 6 He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked. 

Revelation 2:10-11 “ 10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast [some] of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.
The faithful are those who follow through and love Jesus enough to follow His commandments.  In fact, your “want to’s” change to where you want to please God more than yourself.  This is an act of love and it comes after our faith connects us into the love of God.  It beings with faith and carries on with a love of Jesus Christ.

The faithful are those who will have the oil in their vessels and have not grown lukewarm as the world.  They shall be called to the Marriage Supper and shall return with Jesus at the Second Coming literally always being with the Lord.

Those that are with Him are the angels and the Saints of God.  But the Saints of God who were caught up in the First Resurrection are the ones being highlighted here with the references to the called, the chosen, and the faithful.  These are the overcomers from the church that you see in the second and third chapters of Revelation, and those who were faithful under the Old Covenant before Jesus went to the cross along with the 144,000 caught up from the middle of the Tribulation.  
They are coming back with Him to reign with Him for they are joint-heirs with Jesus Christ in this Kingdom.  That is why Daniel 7 talks about them having thrones and judging the nations.

Revelation 17:15 “ And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. “

1. A further explanation: back to the Babylon the Great harlot... the harlot sits on many waters which he explains are peoples and multitudes and nations (ethnos) and languages.  She controls different races of peoples and different countries and people of all different languages.  

She has a world-wide power that corrupts across the whole of the surviving world.  The waters are people.  In fact, anytime you see this kind of language it is peoples.  In Daniel and in Revelation 13 when you see a beast rise up out of the sea, it is the same thing.  It is out of a sea of peoples.  
She sits on “many waters” and is worldwide.  The reality that she controls the governments of the world, and through them and the Beast’s financial system controls people’s day to day lives is clear.  But the question arises, could the “city of Babylon” which is seen in Revelation 18 when it focalizes on a place that brings control actually be a number of cities throughout the world since it is not the literal Babylon in Iraq?  Is it possible it could be cities such as London and Rome and Brussels where this world system of evil manifests?

This spiritual prostitute will sit over and manipulate-control through her seductions:

•
Peoples (Greek laos)= a people or country of the same stock and language... nationalities, nations.

•
Multitudes (Greek ochlos)= crowds and multitudes of common people.

•
Nations (Greek ethnos)= ethnic groups... black, white, Jewish, Arab, Native American, etc.

•
Tongues (Greek glossa)= languages of the world.

Just as there were Saints in Heaven taken out of each of these groups that belong to God, there are also representatives of all these groups who have fallen to the seduction of Satan and given into the immorality and greed of the spirit of Babylon and become slaves to Satan through it.  In fact, that is happening now.
The harlot sits on many waters which shows a multitude of locations through the Earth with all different kinds of people from all nations and ethnicity.  Yet she is riding the Beast.  She thinks that she is riding the BEAST into a goal of her own.    

The Beast (Antichrist) which both has a fallen angelic nature (ascending up from the abyss) and a human nature (eyes of a man, rejected the god of his fathers, and out of the sea of humanity) is given his power by the 10 leaders of 10 other nations.  He is a leader of a small nation, or a lesser leader of an authority as a little horn among the others.  The 10 will give the Beast his power.  The Beast is also a scarlet Beast just as the Dragon was red.  He becomes the spiritual child of Satan and reflects the same color accordingly.
And the woman will be behind it all, trying to control the beast and riding him to her destination.  She is trying to use the Beast and ride on him.  The kings with the Beast however will eventually destroy Babylon’s control centers as we will now see.
Revelation 17:16 “ And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.“ 

The 10 horns (which is also the 10 toes from Daniel 2) or the 10 kings of the 10 nations will hate the harlot.  Do you see the imagery here?  The 10 horns are one the beast.  The Beast is the Antichrist and his empire here, and the 10 kings and their nations are helping to make up this last 8th empire.

The whore is a system that has controlled world powers since the days of the Tower of Babel.  She has always been immoral and used wealth and pleasure to seduce men.  She is a spirit of this world, but she moves through men however.  There are cities where the power of the Whore Babylon originates from, and those places will be destroyed by the 10 nations of the Beast.
You can see the Harlot behind the United Nations.  Even though it claims to try to bring world peace, what it is really trying to bring is world domination and the dissolution of independent powers and thinking.  The United Nations is a part of this just as religious groups such as the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches and religions such as Islam will.  These are institutions of men that this spirit inhabits and perverts and seduces.  They are control tools for the masses.

The harlot will ride the Antichrist, but there will be a falling out.  The harlot who is the seducer who manipulates the world will fall from the very one that she helped put into power.  The harlot put the Beast in power thinking that he was on their side and controllable as well, but they underestimate what he actually is.  And he will wind up destroying her at the very end.
They will despise and detest the whore.  They will make her desolate and naked literally by destroying the physical power bases or cities of Babylon.  They will take down her defenses and completely destroy her by fire (as we see in the next chapter).  

They make her to be:

•
Desolate (Greek eremoo)= to ruin and lay waste, to utterly desolate.

•
Naked (Greek gumnos)= to lay bare and strip.

They will:
•
And eat her flesh - an expression we see in Daniel 7 of one kingdom conquering another nation.

•
Burn her with fire.  In fact, it will be a Sodom and Gomorrah type destruction.

They are going to completely overthrow the land where the Great Whore sits.  The “city or cities” that are the center of this controlling entity shall be annihilated.  And they will conquer the land (eating flesh) where the Harlot sits.  They will take her monetary power and her military might away and consume their lands.  
She shall be dethroned from her seat or throne upon the Beast.  And all of the delicacies and riches that have seduced so many for so long going back to Nimrod and Babel, shall be destroyed by them.  She will be burned by fire in one hour.  
Right now as of this writing in 2011, there is a strong effort to not only have a European Union, but an African Union and a North American Union and a South American Union and so on.  The United Nations are moving with great effort under the news radar for the most part (it helps when the majority of the media is controlled by Babylon) to dissolve national boundaries and establish these sections of unions to make it easier for a single ruler to control the world.  The idea is to huddle us together into these unions and then find a man so empowered that he can rule them all.  This man will be the Antichrist or Beast.

The world war will destroy much of the idea of unions, but at the end the one that they put their hope in will ultimately refuse to have them control him.  He will under satanic power decide that he controls the oil and the resources and has the military might to take the world for himself and not share power.  This ultimately leads to a final confrontation at the end and much of the world will burn in nuclear fires.

In earlier years and previous versions of this Bible Study, I promoted the idea that London, England would be the actual physical place that is destroyed by the Beast and his nations.  I thought so because of the fantastic amount of financial power and manipulation that comes from certain groups that have their highest concentration of upper echelon leadership in London.  The Rothschild Bank and the Bank of England and those who control these entities are those who flow with the Great Whore Babylon.
But I have from the reference of many waters and considering the description of the goods and trade of Babylon in chapter 18 come to the belief that the more likely location is not a single city, but a number of cities from London to Rome to Brussels to Lisbon to Geneva.  The power base’s capstone is indeed in London, but it is spread out through the most major cities in the world.

If it is only one city, then it is most likely London for the above reasons.  It is not Rome, although Rome and the Vatican are certainly compromised and to a degree dominated by the Harlot.  But Rome does not control the whole world and the world is not all Catholic.  The main seduction is one of wealth which corrupts religion and government alike, but would be based out of the money systems of the world.  The groups that are called by different names such as the Bilderberg Club or Illuminati has its greatest concentration of power (such as the Rothschild Family) and banking control out of London, England.  If you must narrow it down to just one city, this one seems to be the most likely candidate.

Although it is a judgment of God, the nations of the empire will be the device from weapons from the 10 countries that is used to annihilate Babylon.  They burn them with fire and they will be consumed and burned in one hour’s time which shows a strong nuclear power is being used.  
Here is yet another use of nuclear weapons toward the very end of the age at the end of the Tribulation.
According to several sources, burning was in some places the legal punishment of fornication.  And Babylon has committed spiritual fornication.  The harlot reaps what she has sown.  The statue of Nebuchadnezzar is about to fall, for the Son of God is about to come.  He is that stone that no man cut that will destroy the kingdoms of this world.  
Revelation 17:17-18 “ For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. 18 And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth. “ 
God is fulfilling His will through them.  He is using these unrighteous kings to bring judgment upon the ruling seat of the power behind the power.  The Great Whore Babylon whose spirit is responsible for so many of the Saints and prophets being martyred is actually destroyed by the empire of the Beast.  It is reminiscent of when the armies of the enemy would wind up slaughtering each other when they came against Judah.  The world market and banking system that is controlled from here will be destroyed.  

The great financial influence that has been pressed upon the world for centuries and centuries will die.  God will use them to fulfill His own will.

It is almost as if they put the Antichrist into power and then he breaks off and goes out of their control and becomes so powerful that they start to oppose him.  Since their power is both spiritual and economical, and he has become the newest god of the Earth they will probably fight him through the banking system.  He will remember control the oil, and it will be their undoing.

They will not realize who “Mr. 666" really is.  They will not realize that they have been manipulated to get this demonized individual into power, and he takes more power than even they wish for he becomes unmanageable.  They cannot control him.  They have created a monster.  Actually they have fallen to their own seduction.
These kings will give themselves completely to the beast so that the judgment of God can be finished.  This will fulfill the judgment of God toward Babylon the Great Whore.  
Up until now, we have seen Babylon as a spirit, in fact the spirit of this world that moves through corrupted governments and corrupted religions and corrupted leaders through the seduction of wealth.  Once again, the love of money is the root of all evil.
Now, we are focusing in on the physical location or city where Babylon is based.  We know that it cannot be the desert location of the ancient city of Babylon (Babel) which is in Iraq.  It is already the habitation of jackals.  We know that this harlot is a economical and spiritual entity whose spirit has controlled the political powers throughout all of the 7 heads or kingdoms or empires.  
But we now look to the city where she rules from.  If it is a single city or representative of a number of cities (sitting on many waters) is not completely clear.  We will try to keep both possibilities in mind in this study.

Babylon is the secret base of power behind the powers of this world.  It is what is called the “shadow government” or power behind the powers at times.  If you call it the illuminati or the owners of the resources or the Bilderbergers or the banking system it does not matter.  

Their true religion is a Satanic mysticism passed down through the Rosicrucian and similar secret societies which represent the Kabbalist Gnostics that were already enemies of true Christianity preaching another Jesus back in the time of the apostles.  They started actually at the Tower of Babel.  Modern witchcraft from the black Thelemic magic to Wicca goes back to Babel and the false religions of Nimrod and the worship of fallen angels.

In the 1700’s they seduced the wealthy and the nobility of Europe and even some of the founding fathers of America.  Their mystic rites have found their ways into many secret societies, and when you add the power of real money to that they become the hidden powers behind the power.  They are the ones who control Congressmen and Senators and Ministers and Prime Ministers and Presidents and Kings.  They are the hidden seducers that try to control the people and dumb them down.

The power bases in the United States will be destroyed in that nuclear war in Revelation 8 at the end of the confrontation of the world war with Russia and the Islamic invaders of Israel.  New York and Los Angeles and Chicago and Detroit will no longer be in the running along with the Canadian power structure.
The leadership of these people who are such tools of Satan is found in London England.  But to be fair, they are also found to a lesser degree throughout the world in cities before mentioned and others.

SHE SITS ON MANY WATERS – THIS IS NOT JUST ONE LOCALITY, BUT BABYLON LIVES AND MOVES IN A NUMBER OF CITIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.  THE HAIL FALLS ON MORE THAN ONE PLACE.  SHE SITS ON MANY WATERS AND MANY LOCATIONS, NOT JUST ONE.

It truthfully describes a nuclear hail storm much like the earlier one over the U.S.A. in Revelation 8 that burns down 1/3 of the Earth.  It only takes on nuclear warhead to level a city.  A hailstorm of destruction is described later.
Revelation Chapter 18

The Judgment of Babylon the Great Whore
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Revelation 18:1 “ And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. “
He is a powerful messenger angel who appears with the glory of God lighting him up to the point that the whole Earth is full of the glory.  He comes from Heaven to give a world-changing message.  His appearance is similar in description to the angel at the tomb of Jesus Christ whose countenance was as lightning that rolled the stone away.

He has such great power that he lights up the world with his glory.  Angels tend to glow when they stand in the presence of the Lord absorbing Yahweh’s glory just as Moses did in Mt. Ararat.  Some have alluded that this is Christ as the powerful Angel of the Lord who has come to bring the destruction Himself.  This is not clear.  One thing for sure, it is “another” angel than the one that is showing John these things.

More than likely, this is a very powerful angelic being and not Jesus.  We are not given any more information to draw any other conclusions.  This angel was so bright that he literally lit the Earth with his glory.
The temptation to speculate arises from a “messenger” of God and the differing entities that have been called “angels” because they were messengers.  The immortal created angels of God (the b’nai ha elohim of the Old Testament), pastors of churches, a saint of God who was used as a messenger, possibly a satellite that proclaimed the gospel from orbit are all examples of what has been called angels in the Bible.  The normal connotation is one of the created beings that serve God (the 2/3 who are still part of the host of heaven and the 1/3 who fell).  

This is an angel of the Lord (of obvious power) that will signal the destructive end of Babylon the Great.  God has sent him with sufficient power (which is seen lighting the Earth) to bring the events to pass on the Earth to finish the judgment of Babylon.
Revelation 18:2 “ And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. “
Babylon is fallen twice to emphasize the utter fall of the city as it was in Revelation 14:8.  As there, the wording “is fallen, is fallen” shows the utter devastation of Babylon’s end.  It shall fall so soundly that it can never arise again.  The fall of Babylon is complete and forever.  In this blow the city and the seat of the harlot’s power will be eradicated forever more.  The wrath that is seen here is unparalleled anywhere.
This “spirit of this world” that is represented by Babylon the Great Harlot began at Babel in the days of Nimrod.  All those generations of false religion and corruption of governments through greed with all the innocent blood of the saints and prophets in her will come to a cataclysmic end here.

Isaiah used the same “fallen, fallen” in Isaiah 21:9 to describe the fall of the then Babylon.  But the physical natural Babylonian Empire and city of Babylon had long since fallen in John’s day.  John did not copy Isaiah, but the angel literally said it.  The fall of the natural Babylon and its prophetic doom given by Isaiah was a foreshadowing of a greater fall of a much greater entity called Babylon here in the Apocalypse.  
Is this the same angel who cried in the heavens that Babylon was fallen in Revelation 14:8?  It isn’t clear because that came before the actual fall.  Here is the actual fall and the angel who brings the power to bear to bring it down.  Many wars and events on planet Earth in the natural are literally decided in a spiritual battle between good and evil in the heavenlies with angels literally struggling above us.  This is seen vividly in Daniel 10 for example.
The time of Babylon’s final destruction is at the End of the Tribulation during the 7th Vial Judgment during the greatest shaking the Earth has ever known, Babylon the Great comes before God for judgment.  This coincides with the resurrection of the 2 Witnesses in Jerusalem at the same time.  This is at the DAY OF THE LORD.

Revelation 16:17-20 (KJV) “ 17 And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done.   18 And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great.   19 And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.   20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. “

Remember the Great City spoken of in this reference is Jerusalem, but then Great Babylon comes to God’s remembrance.  And she gets the full dose of God’s cup of wrath.  
UNDERSTAND:  The destruction of the structure of this “world system of evil” will be carried out through the destruction of the city(ies) which is its home.  There is a physical location that will be burned up suddenly.   Wherever the heart and control of that spiritual world system that Satan dominates is shall be physically destroyed.
There will be no more goods or money flowing from Babylon again for the place where it abides will be a radioactive pile of ashes forevermore.  

What the CITY that Babylon dominates has become:
Revelation 18:2 (AMP) “ And he shouted with a mighty voice, She is fallen! Mighty Babylon is fallen! She has become a resort and dwelling place for demons, a dungeon haunted by every loathsome spirit, an abode for every filthy and detestable bird. “
It has fallen and become the home of demons and the guarded hold of every foul spirit, and unclean and hateful bird (that is interesting).  This goes back to the original destructions of doom of the original Babylon which had already been destroyed in John’s day.  This place will fulfill to a greater degree the prophecies of doom for the original Babylon.
Isaiah 21:9 “ And, behold, here cometh a chariot of men, [with] a couple of horsemen. And he answered and said, Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the graven images of her gods he hath broken unto the ground. “
Isaiah 13:19-22 “ 10 And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 20 It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their fold there. 21 But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there.  22 And the wild beasts of the islands shall cry in their desolate houses, and dragons in [their] pleasant palaces: and her time [is] near to come, and her days shall not be prolonged. 
This one in Isaiah 13 is directly connected into this wording and prophecy.  
Isaiah 13:21-22 (AMP) “ 21  But wild beasts of the desert will lie down there, and the people's houses will be full of dolefully howling creatures; and ostriches will dwell there, and wild goats [like demons] will dance there. 

22  And wolves and howling creatures will cry and answer in the deserted castles, and jackals in the pleasant palaces. And [Babylon's] time has nearly come, and her days will not be prolonged. “

This is the condition of a currently inhabited city that is the stronghold of this world-system of Babylon.  We have seen by the Revelation 18 main text that this city has become a habitation of demonic powers of horrendous magnitude.  The Satyr is the horned beast that is seen in so much dark pagan worship imagery.  In satanic circles, it is known sometimes as Baphomet, or to a lesser extent the Celt’s Cernunnos the Stag Lord.  But the original connotation is a goat-like demonic spirit.  
The evil of Babylon causes the city or cities that they rule from to become the habitation of demonic and unclean spirits, and centers of OCCULT pagan worship.  Witchcraft and the demons associated with it will make its home there.

Jeremiah 51:5-9 “ 5 For Israel [hath] not [been] forsaken, nor Judah of his God, of the LORD of hosts; though their land was filled with sin against the Holy One of Israel. 6 Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul: be not cut off in her iniquity; for this [is] the time of the LORD'S vengeance; he will render unto her a recompence. 7 Babylon [hath been] a golden cup in the LORD'S hand, that made all the earth drunken: the nations have drunken of her wine; therefore the nations are mad. 8 Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed: howl for her; take balm for her pain, if so be she may be healed. 9 We would have healed Babylon, but she is not healed: forsake her, and let us go every one into his own country: for her judgment reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up [even] to the skies. “
Zephaniah 2:13-14 “ 13 And he will stretch out his hand against the north, and destroy Assyria; and will make Nineveh a desolation, [and] dry like a wilderness. 14 And flocks shall lie down in the midst of her, all the beasts of the nations: both the cormorant and the bittern shall lodge in the upper lintels of it; [their] voice shall sing in the windows; desolation [shall be] in the thresholds: for he shall uncover the cedar work. “
The original Babylon did not fulfill these prophecies completely.  They will be fulfilled completely through Great Babylon.  When John wrote this, Babylon had been destroyed for centuries but the spirit was alive and well.  The completion of these prophecies of judgment will be fulfilled in this Last Days Babylon the Great.

There is a spiritual truth that is seen here that most people miss by trying to fit in the original Babylon.  Let us break down the scripture to what it says literally:

Revelation 18:2 (ALT) “ And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, "fallen [is] Babylon the great! And she became a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean [or, defiling] spirit and a prison of every unclean and having been detested bird. “

· Habitation:  katoiketerion – dwelling place or abode (Thayer).
· Demons:  daimon (the KJV mistranslates it ‘devil’) – an evil spirit.  Evil spirits are many times involved in receiving worship for an idol in idolatry, or the spiritual agents involved in the occult, fortune telling, and demonic possession.

· The hold:  phulake – a prison keep under guard, or a place guarded by soldiers such as a “keep”.

· Foul Spirit:  akathartos pneuma - unclean spirit, a spirit whose influence and presence brings corruption and iniquity.

· Every unclean (akathartos as above) and hateful:  miseo – a hated or detestable thing.

· Bird:  orneon – bird.  This is thought to be something like buzzards or carrion birds by many commentators.
The keep of every unclean and detested bird is a question in understanding.  Since this is before its fiery destruction at the end, then to have unclean birds kept in its keeps would be inappropriate if we were speaking of just vultures or crows.  This city (or cities) is a splendid place full of riches and earthly glory.  It will look clean to the naked eye, but is spiritually foul and the idea that it holds these foul birds is almost definitely a spiritual image.  It is not that these “foul” birds “will” like vultures look to make a home in the rubble of her ashes – no - it has already become the habitation (the natural habitat) of unclean spirits and demons, and unclean and hateful birds have a spiritual application taken in this context.

Perhaps we are speaking of the “phoenix” which seems to be a prevalent sign of certain world domination groups historically (Hitler, the New Age, certain occult brotherhoods). And indeed within certain of this Gnostic groups whose mystic religion moves within the powerful wealthy circles of Babylon, the phoenix is a powerful symbol along with Horus’ hawk, and the symbol for Athena the goddess of wisdom is the owl.  It would not be a far reach to look to some of these as a possible explanation for unclean bird.
It is the holding place or cage of every hateful bird:  like messengers of destruction to the world, Babylon is the holding place for the evil that feeds the world.  This is part of the reason of its destruction.

The Amplified Bible says this:  Revelation 18:2 (AMP) “ And he shouted with a mighty voice, She is fallen! Mighty Babylon is fallen! She has become a resort and dwelling place for demons, a dungeon haunted by every loathsome spirit, an abode for every filthy and detestable bird.”
It has become the resort and dwelling place for demons.  This is their home and their home base.  The city is filled with the kind of iniquity to make it a playground for demons and a source for evil to the world.  It is a dungeon haunted by every loathsome spirit, which means it is a prison.  This kind of iniquity and demonic powers makes prisoners of men and women.  It is the home of every filthy and detestable bird.
It is interesting that the New American Standard Bible says “the prison for every unclean and hateful bird”.  The word cage is translated prison.  It can be translated as a prison since the word literally means keep, but I think that the birds are the ones keeping guard over the keep and not prisoners themselves.  
Some have connected it to the Great Supper of God where the carrion birds come to help clean the bodies of the armies, but this is highly doubtful.   The word cage or prison seems to point to a connection to it and the demonic habitation of the city and the bird is most likely the symbol (as seen in many countries) of the powers that keep Babylon safe (as governments).
Revelation 18:3 “ For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. “
The word “for” is used which explains what has just been given to us.  

Why has Great Babylon become the habitation of unclean spirits and demons and the prison of hateful and unclean birds?   Because of her wine of fornication that she has given to the kings of the Earth.
HERE IS MORE ABOUT BABYLON’S NATURE: 
· all nations have drunk from her spiritual immorality (her false immoral religion).  
· The wrath of God is incurred over it.

· The kings (the governments of planet Earth) of the Earth have committed fornication with her.
· The merchants of the Earth are made sickeningly wealthy through the abundance of her goods.

· There is a direct link between greed, immorality, and false religion in Babylon’s seduction. 

Leaders of the countries and the people of the nations have been seduced away from God and the true worship of God.  The greed for wealth has bought their souls and damned them.  But much as Jezebel finally did, she will now pay for her seductions.  When the iniquities come to a full, judgment comes always.
All nations have drunk of here abominations.  Nations is the Greek ethnos.  This means every ethnic people outside of Israel.  All of them have been seduced, so it has been a world-wide corruption.  
Spiritual fornication in the Bible is always the worship of other gods or false religion.  It is turning from Yahweh, the true and living God to worship idols and through that, demons.  THERE IS A DEFINITE LIKE BETWEEN GREED, WEALTH, AND IDOLATRY HERE.

SHE HAS ADDICTED THE WORLD TO HER ABOMINATIONS.  From the love of money to mysticism and false religion to immorality, she has addicted the world to her wine. Demonic spirits feed on carnal sin of men and experience through men (which is why they seek to possess human beings).  The iniquities of the people as they drink her cup feeds the demons, who in turn dominates mankind and controls them.  The demons increase the evil and you have a kind of lascivious time where people are being intoxicated and addicted to pure evil and demonic powers. 

This is the working of the spirit of Antichrist that was born at the Tower of Babel Rebellion against the true God and the true worshipers of God.  That is where the pantheon of pagan gods for early man was invented from their worship of fallen angels.  Gnostic and occult groups have carried those beliefs and knowledge of evil up until modern times where it has been blended with wealth.  Now, you see the blending of financial power of world banks and the wealthy with occult powers here in Babylon.  It uses the wealth of the wealthy to control both religious institutions and governments and governmental leaders.
The MERCHANTS OF THE EARTH are made richer and richer through Babylon.  This is her main tool in seduction, finance.  This once again is why Jesus said that the love of money was the root of all evil for it is through greed that so many turn from God and damn themselves.  
1 Timothy 6:9-12 “ 9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and [into] many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 11 But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses. “
Delicacies is Greek strenos which means strength or luxuries.  And abundance is dunamis, which means power!  From the power of her luxuries.  It has been said that money is power, and this is the dynamic of the spirit of this world.  Babylon seduces the world through the power of her wealth. There is power to change governments and nations through wealth.  This is the kingdom of darkness and how it moves in the Earth.

Revelation 18:3 (NASB) "For all the nations have drunk of the wine of the passion of her immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed [acts of] immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich by the wealth of her sensuality."
There is more than one kind of lust, and here you see the lines blurred as the world is seduced by the Great Prostitute Babylon.  She is the world’s financial power.  
When speaking of Babylon, you must recognize that this is NOT the original Babylon that is in war-ravaged Iraq.  This is why many think that the United States of America is Babylon.  And you can see this spirit working in the U.S.A.  This is the financial base of many of the merchants of the world.  That is clear.  
Why the United States of America and in particular New York City is not Babylon the Great Whore:

However, it is the world banks that own much of the USA’s structure.  This has been deliberate and covert, and only now is being truly understood by some of its people as the financial structure of the country is being sabotaged.

The United States has to be lowered in importance for this European leader to have a change of creating a world monetary system.  The disassembly of the dollar and the destruction of the American Dream has already begun.  The USA has to be put in an inferior position for this European power to dominate.  The Federal Reserve and certain politicians have moved to put the USA into the kind of world debt (to the banks of the world) that will break its domination and humble it.  

The idea is to break the financial base of the world and for the Beast to come up and have the solution that all will by that time be willing to accept.  Europe will take a more dominate role and the United States will be humbled in the eyes of the world.  But ultimately the European Union will fail also and the Beast with his oil fields and world-wide computerized system will come like a savior at the critical time in the midst of the Tribulation.

The USA will continue to be eroded, and the biblical evidence points to the United States of America being part of the 1/3 of the Earth burned down in Revelation 8 as its war with Gog/Magog (Ezekiel 38) comes to a climax.  The finality of this continuing process will be seen at the nuclear destruction of the United States at the end of this world war.  

With the American New York Stock Exchange and the Japanese Stock Exchange (from China’s invasion) being out of the way, the center of world finance will be Europe.  The Antichrist who initiates the cashless monetary system of the world in the Mark of the Beast is biblically out of Rome or European.   New York will have been burned along with America’s infrastructure and the world finances will be in total ruins.  Most of the world’s oil reserves will be destroyed or radiated into uselessness, and the Beast will be the one who will have control over the remaining large oil reserves.  

The world banks such as The World Bank, and the Rothschild Bank, and the Bank of England, and the Bank of America are the primary controlling forces in our economy.  And through their control (in America, the Federal Reserve Act which is a private and not a federal organization) they make the world’s merchants richer and more powerful, and take more domination over our lives.  

There is well documented evidence that many of these powers, be it the hidden puppet-masters or the elite politicians that they decide to put into power have a strange “religious” connection between many of them besides money and power.  Some light has been shed on societies or fraternities such as Skull and Bones or Bohemian Grove, but the truth is that there are clear historical connections between the occult and politics.

Karl Marx’s Communist Manifesto was a revised repeat of the manifesto for the Bavarian Illuminati (1776) given by the defrocked Jesuit priest turned Satanist named Adam Weishaupt who founded it.  The Rosicrucian and Gnostic mysticism and symbols and beliefs spread through fraternities such as the Masonic Lodges of Europe and then America.  Most lodge members have no idea that their ceremonies are based on real ancient idolatrous and witchcraft practices.  Only those of the highest degree understand what they are a part of.  This is only a part of the financial infiltration through groups such as this of the “Illuminati” or Babylon.  The Jesuit Order within the Catholic Church and their colorfully violent history is another example of an infiltration which can trace itself to the original religious-wealth society, the Knight Templars.
Actually a historical study of the Knight Templars shows that they are the continuation of that Gnostic mysticism blended with great wealth and hidden within religious borders of the church.  Much of the mysticism is passed down through groups like the Gold and Rosy Cross and others.  Suggested reading on the Conspiratorial View of History:  “The Unseen Hand” by A. Ralph Epperson.
She is that world system that has put the Beast into power.  He in turn, established the Mark of the Beast (Revelation 13) where no one may buy or sell unless taking the Mark (most likely a biochip).  That cashless system will be incorporated into a neopagan worship of a new religion where he sits in the Temple with a virtual reality image saying that he is god (the abomination of desolation).  She rides the Beast and puts him into power, but he turns on her and at this time her judgment by the hand of God is at hand.
Revelation 18:4 “ And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. “
This is another voice (after the angel) out of Heaven giving the command to come out.  This is the voice of God.

THE QUESTION:  Is this just one city, or is this a number of major cities where Babylon through commerce has ruled?  There is a possibility that the idea of Babylon as a city being destroyed is actually a number of cities being destroyed.
Notes on Babylon’s Destruction from Revelation 16, 17, and 18:

Revelation 16:19-21  

· The destruction is part of the 7th Vial Judgment at the time of the Day of the Lord

· A hail falls on the Earth, and each “stone” falling weighs between 50-100 lbs (the same as a warhead)

· This Occurs during a quake so bad that it shake the entire Earth together (along with flashes and booms)

Revelation 17:16

· The Beast’s 10 nations are used to destroy Babylon (they hate her)
· They make Babylon desolate (unlivable) and naked (tears down defenses)

· They eat her flesh (conquering countries biblically)

· They “burn” her with fire – once again you see a hailstorm and fire put together

Revelation 18:8

· The destruction comes in “one day”

· She dies and famine and mourning follows

· Babylon is “utterly” consumed with fire

Revelation 18:9

· The nation’s leaders bewail her destruction

· They lament her (could it be that there are cities within their borders destroyed?)

· The smoke of Babylon’s burning will be seen by all the leaders of the countries

Revelation 18:10

· If you get too close to the burning city, then its torment will take you too – probably radioactive
· It is destroyed in “one hour”

Synopsis of the Fall of Babylon the Great:  At the 7th Vial, the Lord will use the Beast’s 10 nations to send a fire upon Babylon.  There will be a quaking and flashes and booms and a hailstorm of 100 lb. hail, and Babylon will be literally consumed as a millstone thrown into the water with fire.  This is a nuclear destruction and it will be dangerous to come near it, but the question arises if it is a hailstorm, is this just one location or a number of major commercial cities in the world?
If it is one city, it is not New York for it is already destroyed.  It isn’t the wilderness of the original Babylon in the lonely Iraqi desert.  It is most likely not Rome either since this is not the control center of European finances.  So, where is it?  Or is it a number of commerce centers which would include Rome, but also cities like London, and Brussels and Geneva?
There are Christian believers (who have not taken the Mark of the Beast) who have been born again and living in the city.  There is a cry made to those who belong to the Lord within Babylon to escape before its total destruction.  Here, a way of escape is made before the wrath and complete judgment of God is poured out upon Babylon.  
ARE YOU A CITIZEN OF BABYLON OR HEAVEN?  WHICH KINGDOM DO YOU BELONG TO?

This is a testimonial to grace.  At the end of the last acts of judgment of this Gentile Age that God would still be working grace to save His people from wrath.  He is making a way for them to escape if they will but leave before the end.  Sufficient time will be given to God’s people to get out.
This gives new meaning to the exhortations given to us in 2 Corinthians:  2 Corinthians 6:14-18 “ 14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?   15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?   16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.   17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,   18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. “

There is an exhortation to not become a partaker of her sins like Lot’s wife be pulled into longing for the pleasures of sin and be destroyed with her.  And just as for Sodom and Gomorrah, Babylon’s fiery destruction will be final.

If you do not come out you will partake of her sins and her judgment.  The reason for leaving is to avoid being corrupted and then destroyed with her.  If you will not partake of her sins, you will not receive her plagues.  But the implication is that if you do partake of her sins, then you will eat of the wrath of God with her.

Revelation 18:5 “ For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. “
The Living Bible says her sins are piled unto heaven, which is a good commentary on the scene.  Literally her sins reached the throne of God and must be judged.  
A person or a nation will reap what they sow.  And when you have walked past grace, you will find judgment.  God is not only love, but He is a just and holy God.  He is balanced and as much as God loves you, He hates sin and unrepented sin must be judged. 
There is a difference in sin and iniquities.  Iniquities are spiritual sins that corrupt not only your souls but will curse your house and the land on which you live.  The abominations of Babylon brought a curse upon herself.  When a nation’s iniquities have come a full, then judgment comes.  Babylon has 5,000 years or so worth of iniquities built up to her account.
Isaiah 53:5 “ But he [was] wounded for our transgressions, [he was] bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace [was] upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. “

Leviticus 18:20-25  “ 20 Moreover thou shalt not lie carnally with thy neighbour's wife, to defile thyself with her. 21 And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through [the fire] to Molech, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I [am] the LORD. 22 Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it [is] abomination. 23 Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith: neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it [is] confusion. 24 Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you: 25 And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants.” 

The sins were piled high, but it was the curse that comes with the iniquities (spiritual sins) that caused the judgment to fall on the land.  Iniquity curses land.  That is why in 2 Chronicles 7:14 it speaks of healing the land.  

Revelation 18:6 “ Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double. “
This spiritual prostitute has been so wicked that God gives her a double portion of His wrath!  The judgment of the 7th Vial is severe enough and is given without dilution, but hers is a double amount of judgment.

The cup that she fed the nations of his world filth and abominations to lead them to destruction away from God will be used against her.  Babylon put the Beast into power and helped put the financial system of the Mark of the Beast into place and give the 10 nations such power.  They will be now used against Babylon to a double degree.

The ones who have been martyred and suffered under her is being addressed.  It isn’t that God is giving out a disproportionate judgment:  a double portion of judgment is what she deserved.  
It is that she gave out a double amount of evil to the world and in persecuting the righteous and the prophets, so now, God is giving her back double “according to her works”.  As terrible as it is, she deserves it.
Israel was given a “double-portion” of judgment (which is actually seen fulfilled here in the Tribulation) in Jeremiah for a particular iniquity that cursed the land.   Jeremiah 16:18 (NASB) "I will first doubly repay their iniquity and their sin, because they have polluted My land; they have filled My inheritance with the carcasses of their detestable idols and with their abominations."
Babylon is literally responsible for the world-wide distribution of idolatry and filth which has polluted the whole Earth.  She has earned a double-portion of the wrath of God.
Revelation 18:7 “ How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow. “
She glorified herself and felt as if she could not be touched.  Babylon is controlled by the most powerful people on Earth.  This includes the richest of the rich, royalty, presidents and congressmen and prime ministers and the world bankers.  They sit in their cities feeling secure as if nothing can touch them and they can continue to put out their filth forever and be treated as royalty as they do.

Babylon is a prostitute who has delusions of being royalty.  She sought power like Jezebel through manipulating kings and presidents and the news and entertainment media (to brainwash and control the masses) and religious leaders, and tried to rule from the background.  
Revelation 18:7 (NASB) "To the degree that she glorified herself and lived sensuously, to the same degree give her torment and mourning; for she says in her heart, 'I SIT [as] A QUEEN AND I AM NOT A WIDOW, and will never see mourning.'
She lived as the rich do, sensuously, in the pleasures and sins of the world with the pride of ruling it covertly.  These who rule through Babylon feels like that they controlled the world and feels so powerful and wealthy enjoying pleasures of their iniquities that they do not realize that are bringing judgment upon themselves.

Galatians 6:7-8 “ 7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 8 For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. “
1 Corinthians 10:20-22 “ 20 But I [say], that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils. 21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils. 22 Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he? “

The rich get richer and the poor still suffer.  The sad fact is that most of the overtly wealthy of this world are part of this wicked system (but not all).  The super-rich are the movers and foundation of this worldly financial system.  But God will judge accordingly and they will fall in their arrogance.
She feels as if she is a queen and ruling from the throne (much like Jezebel), with the Beast as her king.  She thinks she has finally gotten what she has worked for in all these generations.  The original Jezebel was consumed by this spirit of Babylon.  

Many times we call someone who manipulates and pretends to be righteous while opposing the true prophets and righteousness of God a spirit of Jezebel.  This is seen in Revelation 2 with the woman Jesus called Jezebel who led some of them into immorality and false religion while saying she was a prophetess.  Jezebel is a good example on how the prostitute Babylon works.
The original Jezebel ruled the northern country of Israel through manipulating her husband King Ahab and being the biggest promoter of the idolatry of Baal.  She hated and murdered the true prophets of God and fed Baal’s prophets at her table.  Babylon will think she is a queen sitting on the throne of the world with the Beast.  But he is not controllable.  This will be her undoing when he turns against her and destroys her.

God uses the enemy’s forces to bring judgment on other of the enemy’s forces.

She thinks she will see no mourning.  This is after a large part of the population has been killed in plagues and wars and natural disasters.  Billions will have died, but these super-powerful who rule through Babylon feels that they are where they have wanted to be now – in control.  They think that they will never mourn, but they are wrong.
Remember the story of Lazarus and the rich man?  God has a way of making sure that (especially) in the end, we reap exactly what we have sown.  The irony in these people who Babylon flows through is that they are the wealthiest and most powerful in the governments and financial structure of the Earth.  As they have tried to gain power over others (the basis of witchcraft actually), they have themselves become simple pawns in Satan’s game of trying to destroy the human race.  When Satan loses, so will they.

Revelation 18:8 “ Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong [is] the Lord God who judgeth her. “
The fiery destruction will come in one day on the Day of the Lord when the 7th Vial is poured out.  One day is all that it takes to bring this devastation.
Actually it tells us a little farther down that she is burned suddenly as a millstone is cast into the sea, and will be destroyed in “one hour”.  So why emphasize the day here?  Because Babylon’s End comes on a very special specific day, the Day of the Lord.
HER DESTRUCTION IS BY TOTAL ANNIHILATION BY FIRE.
Death, and mourning for the city (or perhaps cities), and famine will follow her sudden fiery death.  The city controls food distribution which means a famine.  Many shall die which causes mourning.

The destruction of Babylon will affect many people who survive on the Earth and cause hardship for a while, but she must be destroyed and the world must be rebuilt in a different way.

You must understand that all commerce and goods distribution is controlled through Babylon.  At the destruction of Babylon comes also the destruction of Earth’s infrastructure and people will do without for a while.

God is stronger that all of her political and demonic power.  The spirit of this world that has moved through men and governments since the original Babel is now destroyed by the Kingdom of God.  Jesus Christ is bringing His everlasting Kingdom and the kingdoms of this world shall bow before Him.  

All the manipulations of money, governments, and armies by Babylon are puny compared to the power of God.  

Although the nations of this new 8th kingdom under the Antichrist will fire the destroying missiles upon her, it is actually the JUDGEMENT OF GOD that is destroying her.  God uses the Beast and his nations to destroy Babylon who helped give the Beast power.
There is a kind of reaping and sowing justice seen throughout history with the enemies of God where they are turned upon themselves to fulfill the judgment of God.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Revelation 18:9 “ And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning, “ 
The nations and the leaders of the nations just cannot comprehend that this seat of financial power has been totally destroyed.  The world is in such chaos anyway from the last 7 years, and now the center or hub of their financial system is destroyed.
There is another possibility also:  If Babylon’s location is a number of cities in the world, such as Paris, London, Brussels, etc., then they will all be lamenting her for all will be touched by this nuclear destruction.  It will be a source of mourning for the leaders of the Earth nonetheless as their riches cities burn.
It is a nuclear fire that will leave a crater and just burning rubble.  She will literally burn with literal smoke.

There will be lamenting among the kings of the Earth, but in Heaven there is rejoicing.

Revelation 18:10 “ Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come. “
They will be afraid to approach because the burning city is dangerous.  You cannot approach a nuked city safely for fear of being killed in the same radiation as killed the city.  This keeps all at a long distance in fear of “her torment”, so that they are not destroyed as well.  They will cry at the destruction of such a great power.  Its might is totally destroyed in one hour.  There will be danger in that smoke and that fire.  
One hour shows that this must be a nuclear strike.  You cannot burn a city in one hour any other way.  From the time that they fire their missiles until its devastation, it will all be over in one hour.  
No matter the amount of might this power and associated country had, anything in creation will fall when God seriously reaches down His hand in judgment.  God is greater than all his enemies put together.
THE WORLD IS GOING TO LAMENT THE PASSING OF BABYLON AND ITS RICHES, BUT SOMETHING FAR BETTER IS COMING TO THIS WORLD AS A TRUE NEW AGE OPENS AT THE RETURN OF JESUS CHRIST.
Revelation 18:11 “ And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more: “
The markets of the world will be destroyed.  The great commerce will stop completely and cause the wealthy to be saddened greatly.  They will not make money off of her anymore.  The rich and powerful will lose their powerbase and riches instantly.  Everything will suddenly change and the meek will inherit the Earth.
Psalm 37:9-13 “ 9 For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth.   10 For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be.   11 But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.   12 The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth upon him with his teeth.   13 The Lord shall laugh at him: for he seeth that his day is coming. “

Matthew 5:5 “ Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. “

James 5:1-8 “1 Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you.   2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten.   3 Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days.   4 Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth.   5 Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter.   6 Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you.   7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.   8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. “

1 Timothy 6:9-10 “ 9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.   10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. “
1 Timothy 6:17 “ Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; “

The center of the world banking system is physically destroyed.  No more world trade.  Through the last seven years, it had suffered greatly even without this.  This is the last blow on world commerce.  
It is believed that several times in history (such as times of economic depressions), the ultra-wealthy with names such as Rothschild and DuPont would help the markets crash so that they could in that time buy properties and stocks of businesses so that after the collapse, they would be even more powerful and wealthy.  The destruction of the United States and Japanese markets earlier in the Tribulation actually gave the ones with the greatest wealth even more power.  But here, the wealthiest ones no matter what their name or history is impoverished and loses their influence and power in the world.  The merchants shall truly mourn.
Babylon has fallen, has fallen.  Not only is the city or cities destroyed, but Babylon herself is forever destroyed and the love of money will no longer be the driving factor in people’s lives on the Earth.  The wealthy, and the bankers, and the royals will lose their treasures and power and influence in one hour.
There is a close connection to the merchants and to Babylon’s power.  Over and over again they are mentioned with the kings of the earth.  It is a seat of false religion, but it uses the influence of wealth to bring the control it wants.
Revelation 18:12-13 “ The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, 
13  And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. “
All of the finest things that are traded in the world are controlled and move through Babylon.  The best of the best go through Great Babylon.  This world system controls all of the main commerce.  The banks flow through Babylon, and the hidden wealth of the evil abides there and will be undone.
The buying and selling (and those who do it) of precious metals and items such as gold, silver, and precious stones and pearls are named first.  All the things that make men’s eyes light up with greed that is considered treasure.  

Notice that oil is mentioned.  This was important in John’s time for lamps etc.  Petroleum or crude oil is of even more importance in our society today.  Oil is the bargaining chip of nations.  Everything from our lights to the transportation of our food into cities is controlled by oil.
Oil has been the hook that has manipulated so many countries during this time, and its control is lost forever here.
Even slaves and the souls of men are traded through Babylon.  There is still a slave market today and many of the wealthiest elite still trade secretly in human slavery.  It is must more hidden than it used to be.  There are some countries where it is even legal.

There is still a very active slave market in many parts of the third world today, and there is a number of teenage runaways that find themselves on the world slave market.  This evil system has a hidden market underneath the open one where human beings are traded and sold to this day.
The word translated slave is the Greek soma which means bodies, living or dead.  So, bodies aren’t necessarily slaves.  This could have a more uncomfortable meaning in the world of genetic engineering and experimentation and trade that we live in today.  Here is an alternative possibility: right now, the aborted fetuses of babies are sold to companies to make manufactured products.  There is a standardized trade opening with this practice.  Could the bodies have something to do with a further abomination as the value of human life diminishes during this time?
The term “souls of men” is used.  Soul is the lifeforce or breath of a man.  The lives of people are literally bought and sold.  This wicked system not only buys and sells goods, but the very souls of men are corrupted and captured and sold in the abomination of Babylon’s cup.
All who followed the Beast so that they could buy and sell basically sold their soul to Satan through the system of Babylon.  Literally the souls of men were bought and sold through this evil.
Everything from food to money to gold to fine goods to military goods goes through this earthly power which will die.
Revelation 18:14 “ And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from thee, and all things which were dainty and goodly are departed from thee, and thou shalt find them no more at all. “
A lust is an unrighteous desire.  All the things that they lusted for and the power that they desired, and all the earthly goods and riches and money that gave them power is become like dust in the wind.  

The things they used to seduce humanity will no longer have an appeal after Babylon’s destruction.

The attempt to control men to the point of even controlling their thinking from a hidden elite has been in effect since men gathered in a place called Babel and a wicked rebellious king named Nimrod wanted to revive the worship of the fallen angels from before the flood as gods.  It has existed both within mystical Gnostic orders or religion and magic and infiltrated the wealth of the world centuries ago.  It is the statue that Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream that held the different empires.  From wealth and governments to idolatry and false religion, it has seduced while corrupting mankind for millennia.  

In Daniel 2, the king saw that a stone that God had made would come and destroy the statue and this system of Babylon would be no more and the Kingdom of God which is an everlasting kingdom would take its place.  This is the end of an age and Babylon dies at its end.  It has been a long time in coming, but it will be final.
We see many prophecies about Ninevah and ancient Assyria and Babylon that have to a great degree come to pass before this book was ever written.  However, this will be the final fulfillment of the destruction of this spirit of Babylon that has existed for so long.  It will be no more.
Revelation 18:15-17 “15 The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, 
16 And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! 
17 For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, “
The merchants were made rich and powerful by Babylon.  Babylon is the market system which makes the merchants  of the world wealthy. The economy of the world is totally destroyed in one blow.

It was destroyed in one hour and the city and market system was destroyed in one hour in a fiery cataclysm.  
You see Babylon as a sea port which shows completely that it is not the original historical Babylon in the landlocked desert of Iraq.  The shipmasters and great ships will watch from afar off and watch her burn.
They will weep and wail with great mourning as everything that they have lived and worked for it taken from them in one hour.  All their plans and wiles and deceptions and energies and money will go up in smoke before them.
It is a seaport and a mighty city.  It is either one of the great cities of the world, or it is a number of the greatest cities in the world.  It is probably the kind of place that is a tourist attraction for it is ornate in the extreme and shines with an old-world luxury.  It is also the center of a banking system which controls other countries.  It is flashy and beautiful and every luxury imaginable can be found there, and it will be brought to total ruin.
If this is just one city and one place, then the most likely location would be London, England.  This is true because of a number of factors including some of the oldest powerful money is there.  The Rothschild Bank and the Bank of England will be one of the main surviving European banks in the end times (considering the Bank of America would be no more).  And from its gnosis-filled history of mystics and occult blending with royalty, much of the witchcraft of the world has flowed from England (and London in particular).  It is the “old religion” of the United Kingdom.  And the old pagan gods were the same as Bel or Baal tracing back to Babylon and the Tower of Babel.  It is also possible that the entire United Kingdom would be meant by destruction if it is just London.  The angel describes it as a great millstone splashing into the sea, and England is an island country.  It is a seaport and some of the greatest good move through England.  The ones who move in the shadows behind governments seem to be based there in history.  For example, Abraham Lincoln had on his cabinet a member of the Rothschild Bank from England that was one of the factors that helped make friction between the North and the South because they had decided that the USA had grown too big to control and wanted to divide us (see A. Ralph Epperson’s “The Unseen Hand”).
Since Babylon sat literally upon many waters and their nuclear end comes with a hail storm of missiles, it is quite possible that there is more than one world city meant.  But London cannot escape considering what is there and its control over Babylon right now.

Revelation 18:18 “ And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What [city is] like unto this great city! “

There has never been a city like this one.  This is one of the great cities of the world, and in fact at the time that this happens, it will be the greatest city of the world.

She will burn though and through, and the smoke will be the only witness that something once alive was there.

Both the system that brought wealth and the place on Earth is spoken of here with lament.  It is a glorious city like none other in the world.  Not only do they miss the merchandise of Babylon, but the city itself will be missed sorely.
Revelation 18:19 “ And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate. “

They mourn for their loss.  There is one other place that the Bible talks about them being so mournful at the destruction of a city that they threw dust on their heads and that was Tyre in Ezekiel 27:30 (considering the evil of that area, this is interesting). International commerce is destroyed in one hour.  The ship masters cry for they have been made poor in one hour.  This is the destruction of a way of life.  One hour’s time will see the end of this great system and place forever.

The ships of the sea no longer carry their oil and goods for the economy of the world is totally destroyed.

Revelation 18:20-21 “ 20 Rejoice over her, [thou] heaven, and [ye] holy apostles and prophets; for God hath avenged you on her.  
21 And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast [it] into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all. “

As the merchants of the earth rejoice, the inhabitants of Heaven (us as well) rejoice.  It is time for the apostles and prophets were put to death by this world system of false religion and economic power to receive justice.
You cannot have the love of the Lord and the love of the world at the same time.  All those who love the world will mourn the financial loss of Babylon, but those of the Kingdom will rejoice over the destruction of the very heart of evil that has in her the blood of the saints and prophets from generation to generation.
In fact, Heaven is commanded to rejoice at her destruction.  This is the power that has opposed every move of God since the Tower of Babel after the flood of Noah.  It is the spirit behind Stalin’s Communist Russia and Hitler’s Nazi Germany.  It is the spirit behind the Roman Empire and the rising New World Order.  It is the spirit of Antichrist that is seen in New Age Religion.

It is responsible for the shedding of innocent blood of the apostles and prophets and saints.  

Vengeance is the Lord’s and the final revenge for us is His right here.  Romans 12:19 “ Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but [rather] give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance [is] mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. “
A mighty angel took up a large stone and threw it in the sea and showed the quickness and engulfing nature of Babylon’s demise.  Babylon shall be thrown down and not found again.
It sounds like an island that is sunk by a fiery attack of nuclear weapons.  It will be engulfed by fire and consumed.  It sounds like an island being sunk suddenly as a large stone engulfing the waters.  It is a sea port that sees a lot of trade.  Once again, it sounds as if it could be an island like London, England.

The most probable meaning is the idea of an instant fiery obliteration of the land and a complete destruction at once.  John is being shown the quickness and finality in which it will be engulfed.  This fits the destruction from nuclear weapons that would be launched by missile attack.  In one hour, the devastation would be immediate, as the splash of a great stone, the city would be consumed.

Still, the idea of an island being sunk is interesting.  That does fit the description here.  Either way it will be an instant engulfing of flames and total destruction will occur immediately.  

Revelation 18:22 “ And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft [he be], shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee; “

It will be a place where much music is created and played.  There are many musicians there and music is heard all through the city. There will be no more music of any kind and no enjoyment of music for all time.  No joyful sounds will ever come from here again.  Babylon is a currently a place where music is widely heard but the sound will be silenced in one moment.

Babylon is a place of fine craftsmanship.  If this is fine work of crafts or technology is not specified, but probably means both.  Fine works and fine technology will be produced in Babylon, but it will be stopped suddenly.

Not only does Babylon control wealth and the market, but it is a great producer of both goods and the arts.  It is finished, though.  Factories, music, and arts will go up in smoke.  The sounds of the factories will go silent after the devastating fiery destruction.
The great control over the luxuries will be destroyed and the market system will die with it.  There will be no more life in this place that seemed so full of life anymore.
Revelation 18:23 “ And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived. “

The power will go out and the lights of the city will forever be dimmed.  There will be no more lights - no more power for lights - and no one to turn on the lights.  There will be no more life and the affairs of life such as weddings for they will be silenced in death.  There will be no families or people – only ashes.
This is more than just that spirit of Babylon being extinguished.  But the place it operates out of will be annihilated.  It will be a dead place with no life and no light.
Look at the correlation to the prophecy of destruction in Nahum to the city of Ninevah, the capital of the Assyrian Empire that was overcome by Babylonia.  This spirit has been in the world for a long, long time and although they were destroyed then - and Babylon afterward - and so on and so on up through Rome, the final destruction of this spirit will occur in the Last Days.

Nahum 3:1-4 “ 1 Woe to the bloody city! it [is] all full of lies [and] robbery; the prey departeth not; 2 The noise of a whip, and the noise of the rattling of the wheels, and of the pransing horses, and of the jumping chariots. 3 The horseman lifteth up both the bright sword and the glittering spear: and [there is] a multitude of slain, and a great number of carcases; and [there is] none end of [their] corpses; they stumble upon their corpses: 4 Because of the multitude of the whoredoms of the wellfavoured harlot, the mistress of witchcrafts, that selleth nations through her whoredoms, and families through her witchcrafts. “

THE GREAT MEN OF THE EARTH WERE THE MERCHANTS.  THIS IS THE SOCIETY OF POWERFUL MEN WHO CONTROL THE MARKETS OF THE WORLD.  THEY ARE DESTROYED UTTERLY.

This is a KEY to understanding the hidden shadow world of Babylon in today’s society.  They are there and have great power, but they hide behind politicians and corporations.  They are the merchants who control us through goods and prices.  They control the banks and interest rates and the world through money.  

They are the great men of the Earth, and HERE THEY ARE COMPLETELY DESTROYED.

The sorceries that Babylon uses to deceive the Earth comes from the merchants and powerful men that make up Babylon the Great Harlot.  THIS IS A KEY VERSE IN UNDERSTANDING THE NATURE OF BABYLON.  IT IS THE MERCHANTS OF THE EARTH THAT ARE THE GREAT MEN WHO MAKE UP THIS WORLD SYSTEM OF BABYLON THAT SATAN CONTROLS.
Revelation 18:23 (AMP) “ And never again shall the light of a lamp shine in you, and the voice of bridegroom and bride shall never be heard in you again; for your businessmen were the great and prominent men of the earth, and by your magic spells and poisonous charm all nations were led astray (seduced and deluded).”

SORCERIES:  here witchcraft is being invoked as the controlling factor of the wealthy men of the world in how they controlled the masses.  
The Amplified says by your magic spells and poisonous charm all nations were led astray or seduced.  Sorceries is from the Greek pharmakeia {far-mak-i'-ah} [in the King James translated sorcery twice and witchcraft once]. 
It is the use of magical arts as in conjuring demons and powers for personal gain.  It is used many times in connection with idolatry and involves the use of potions or drugs.  That is the root word that the word pharmacy is based upon.  True sorcery is the use of witchcraft involving demons and mixing it with drug abuse or drug induced poisons (mandrake root, etc), or through the use of incantations and symbols.
THE BIBLE LITERALLY SAYS THAT THE MOST POWERFUL MERCHANTS IN THE WORLD USES OCCULT POWERS TO SEDUCE THE WORLD AND DECEIVE THEM.  THIS IS BABYLON THE GREAT WHORE.
This connotation to Babylon has to do with the OCCULT FALSE RELIGION THAT SHE SPREADS TO THE WORLD.  They use witchcraft and occult powers and the power of money in our world to deceive the world.
So, you have a connection to the false religion of the Antichrist and sorcery (occult religion and witchcraft) and the merchants of the earth who are called the MIGHTY MEN of the earth. This is the Spirit of Babylon.

Revelation 18:24 “ And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth. “

Babylon the Great is responsible for the martyrdom that you see all through Revelation.  In fact, the connotation here is that she is responsible for all martyrs for the cause of God and Christ and all prophets and saints through history.

Interestingly enough, Jesus said that Jerusalem had also killed the prophets, which means that Babylon was in operation there in Jerusalem working through groups like the Pharisees and Saducees.
Matthew 23:35 “ That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. “

1 Thessalonians 2:14-15 “ 14 For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they [have] of the Jews: 15 Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please not God, and are contrary to all men: “

Revelation 6:10 “ And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? “

Revelation 17:6 “ And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration. “

Revelation 19:2 “ For true and righteous [are] his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. “

But the Spirit of Babylon or Antichrist is responsible for the blood of all the martyrs and prophets throughout history.  Great Babylon is the influence behind the great murderers of righteousness throughout history.  From Jezebel to Rome to Stalin to Hitler to today, Great Babylon is the power behind the power that influences false religion and the martyrdom of the righteous.  

The carnage of the earth is her doing.  She is the mother of evil upon the Earth.

Though it is not generally known, there were more martyrs for the cause of Christ in the 20th Century than in all the previous ones back to the time of Jesus Christ.  In America we have been “spoiled” in that we ignore the suffering of believers in oppressed lands or ignore the murder of missionaries, but it is time that we wake up and let God give us light!  

Ephesians 5:11-16 “ 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove [them]. 12 For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret. 13 But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. 14 Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light. 15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. “
REVELATION CHAPTER 19

The Marriage Supper and Second Coming of Christ

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Revelation 19:1-2 “ 1 And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: 2 For true and righteous [are] his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. “
The text says, “after these things” – what things?  After the destruction of Babylon and the devastation that it brings, then we are taken back into Heaven and given a much different scene.  After Babylon is destroyed, our attention is put on the events occurring in Heaven right after the destruction of Babylon.
You see the chorus of the redeemed in Heaven praising God for His righteousness and His righteous judgment.  
In Revelation 18:1-3, the angel declared the destruction of Babylon and justice was coming, but here it has already been accomplished and thanksgiving is being given.
Although it is a terrible punishment, it marks the end of the system that has brought so much rampant evil for so long on the Earth.  The structure that fought God’s plan for so long over mankind is now destroyed.  It is a reason to rejoice among the righteous.  Those who had been persecuted and martyred over the centuries by the spirit of Babylon and those who were martyred during the Tribulation rejoice in Heaven!

Look at this Heavenly Worship:
· Hallelujah!  The highest worship praise that can be given using God’s personal name.  Praise and glory to Yahweh!  Hallelujah! 
· Salvation = Greek Soteria = salvation and deliverance... our salvation comes from God!

· Glory = Greek doxa = praise and glory!  The splendor and excellence belonging to God the King

· Honor = Greek time {tee-may} = reverence and showing the great value of God

· Power = Greek dunamis = energetic power and great might!  Root word of dynamo and dynamic.
This burst of worship that concentrates on the Saints’ salvation and God’s greatness and power and glory is directly tied to His judgment of Great Babylon and Babylon’s destruction.  Vengeance truly is the Lord’s.
This is a true “HALLELUJAH MEETING” where the Lord God is being worshiped, praised, and thanked.  This is a time of great celebration and joy.  This is both the Marriage Supper and a time to thank God for the destruction of the evil system of Earth that Satan used.
To avenge is from the Greek ekdikeo which is to vindicate one’s right or to do justice or give the retribution for what is deserved.  God not only sees to it that people reap what they sow, but nations and even this system will.
Romans 12:19 “ Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. “
We forgive and let God have people, and He brings justice.  That is the message of Jesus Christ to us, that we are not to take vengeance.  The truth is that God takes care of it.  And here, the final judgment on Babylon is given and rejoicing ensues.

God is balanced.  He is a God of love, but He will not ignore sin.  If sin is not repented of, it will eventually be judged.  And here you see a final judgment upon both the center of this spirit and the land it sat upon and upon those who were a part of it.  There is some 6,000 years worth of persecution and murder piled up on Babylon’s account.
The Great Harlot was judged accordingly, and received the fullness of her wrath.  Babylon is responsible for much evil and persecution, but will be judged completely.

These are the saints of God who are worshiping and rejoicing for the word salvation is used.  Among them will be those martyrs that have been gathering under the altar that Babylon has murdered during the Tribulation.  But it is understood that the innocent blood of the Saints and Prophets for 6,000 years is in here and her victims are here. 

Revelation 6:9-11 “ 9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they [were], should be fulfilled. “
Revelation 19:3-4 “ 3 And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever. 
4 And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia. “
Again it says that they cried Hallelujah!  This is a second round or praise to Yahweh!  The first one was in response to God avenging the saints when He destroys Babylon.  The martyrs are totally avenged for the wrongs done to them.  

Now, this next round of worship is said to bring in the 24 Elders (the Old Covenant Saints and the New Covenant Church) and the 4 Cherubim falling down before Yahweh (God the Father) and worshiping and again saying Hallelujah!  They are giving glory and praise to “Yah” or Yahweh.  This is the highest possible praise due to the fact that God’s personal name that He gave to Moses is within it.  He is the I am that I am - Yahweh.
This suggests that the group worshiping in verses 1 and 2 were all those who have been martyred by Babylon, and now all the rest of the Saints of God join in them in verse 4.  This shows round after round of worship to God.
This is not a dead church service, but loving vibrant worship of Yahweh in His presence.

The cherubim (4 Living Creatures of Zoa) also join in the worship at this point.  Normally they are the worship leaders, but it seems that what is happening here is spontaneous worship without them until this point.
The smoke rising up forever from burning Great Babylon shows the fullness of her destruction.  And it is an interesting picture painted for us here.  Actually the literal translation of the Greek says, “... and her smoke goes up to the ages of the ages.”
This is reiterated in the dirge for the armies and enemies of God’s people in Isaiah 34 which is also said to be on the Day of the Lord’s Vengeance (same thing).  All of Isaiah 34 is a reference here, especially verse 10 with the smoke.
Isaiah 34:10 “ It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for ever and ever. “

Instead of the sweet incense of the saints going up, you have the smoke of the destruction of Babylon going up.  The term “to the ages of the ages” shows the utter destruction of this place and evil system.

What do they say?  They say Amen which literally means “so be it”.  And they say Hallelujah!  Amen, the great enemy of the church and the saints is dead forever!  There will never be another martyr, amen.  And then Hallelujahs to glory to Yahweh who brought this about!  Amen.

Revelation 19:5-6 “ 5 And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great. 
6 And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. “
A voice comes out of the throne leading the worship of “our God”.  The voice is not God’s voice, but it comes out of the throne itself which is interesting.  We can speculate that the voice belongs to a cherub (Heaven’s highest angelic worship leaders) since they surround the throne, but it is not said.  Some have suggested the throne itself is alive and the voice belonged to it.  We do not know.
Praise our God all of the servants of the Lord.  Who makes it to Heaven?  The servants of the Lord and those who fear Him are those who are standing here in victory.  It is not just great, but the small also.  It does not matter if you were great or small, only that you were faithful servants who feared the Lord.
Servant here is doulos, which is a voluntary bond servant to a Lord.  We voluntarily have pledged ourselves and bound ourselves into service unto the Lord God Almighty.  He is Lord, and we acknowledge that in all ways.  This is a call for all angels and saints and all creation who serve and fear the Lord to praise Him.
There is an element of healthy fear along with love in serving God.  One of the signs of the last days is when men love themselves more than love God and the fear of God grows dull.  Most do not fear God anymore.

Ecclesiastes 2:13 “ Then I saw that wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth darkness. 14 The wise man's eyes [are] in his head; but the fool walketh in darkness: and I myself perceived also that one event happeneth to them all. “

Psalm 89:7 “ God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all [them that are] about him. “

Psalm 111:10 “ The fear of the LORD [is] the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do [his commandments]: his praise endureth for ever. “

Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the LORD [is] the beginning of knowledge: [but] fools despise wisdom and instruction“
I know that God is love, and we love Him (if we truly know Him then we love Him), but when we really understand who He is and who we are then we understand that He is an awesome God and have an awe for Him!  

This is an innumerable number of saints and angels in a joint chorus of worship and praise.  It is a thunderous sound of joint worship of saints and angels and all of the servants of the Lord together.  It will be the greatest joint worship service that you have ever seen.  If you are uncomfortable with worship and praise on earth, perhaps you should retrain yourself for if you make it to Heaven you will be doing much of it there.
There will be so many joint voices that it sounds to John like many thundering together and all praising God.

THE COMBINED SERVANTS HALLELUJAH CHORUS:

· Hallelujah!  - once again, Hallelujahs

· Lord God Omnipotent – The Almighty Lord God who is Lord of all and has all power

· He Reigns! – He reigns and rules over the universe

The worship now focuses in on God for the sake of who He is out of love for Him and worshiping Him for reigning.

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb
Revelation 19:7-8 “ 7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 
8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. “
Let the celebration begin!  It is time for the Marriage Supper which begins in the Tribulation and heralds in the 1000 years of peace and lasts until New Jerusalem with the Church comes to Earth as the Bride of Christ.
The marriage supper of the Lamb is the most awaited event in a fundamentally schooled Christian’s life.  One of the events is when the Bridegroom is married to the Bride of Christ.  Many of the parables that Jesus used about the Kingdom and the church’s future was given as a Marriage.  The Kingdom is spoken of as a wedding, and the bridegroom (Jesus) joining with a bride (both the church and the coming New Jerusalem) that has made herself ready.  Matthew 22:3-14; 25:1-13; Luke 12:36-37; 14:8
What we have been going through throughout this age has been making the bride ready for the joining to Jesus Christ.  This is the work of the atonement bringing us back into relationship with God Almighty. 

We were separated by our sins from the kind of relationship that God desired.  Throughout the Old Testament, you see Israel as a kind of bride that God had chosen that kept playing the harlot and being unfaithful.  The Tribulation will finally get Israel ready to be the bride that God desired.  The church has been going since the Day of Pentecost and been in a process of becoming ready.

Hosea 2:19 “ And I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and in mercies. “
Isaiah 54:5-7 “ 5 For thy Maker [is] thine husband; the LORD of hosts [is] his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called. 

6 For the LORD hath called thee as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused, saith thy God. 7 For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee. 

Ezekiel 16:4-8 “ 4 And [as for] thy nativity, in the day thou wast born thy navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed in water to supple [thee]; thou wast not salted at all, nor swaddled at all. 5 None eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto thee, to have compassion upon thee; but thou wast cast out in the open field, to the lothing of thy person, in the day that thou wast born. 

6 And when I passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said unto thee [when thou wast] in thy blood, Live; yea, I said unto thee [when thou wast] in thy blood, Live. 7 I have caused thee to multiply as the bud of the field, and thou hast increased and waxen great, and thou art come to excellent ornaments: [thy] breasts are fashioned, and thine hair is grown, whereas thou [wast] naked and bare. 8 Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time [was] the time of love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord GOD, and thou becamest mine. “

Ezekiel 16:15-17 “15 But thou didst trust in thine own beauty, and playedst the harlot because of thy renown, and pouredst out thy fornications on every one that passed by; his it was. 16 And of thy garments thou didst take, and deckedst thy high places with divers colours, and playedst the harlot thereupon: [the like things] shall not come, neither shall it be [so]. 17 Thou hast also taken thy fair jewels of my gold and of my silver, which I had given thee, and madest to thyself images of men, and didst commit whoredom with them,”

The Bride of Christ is the Old Covenant and the New Covenant Saints together with their promised City (inheritance), New Jerusalem.  When the church is called into Heaven, this is the “midnight cry” that is made for the marriage supper.  We are taken to that time of celebration while the world is wailing.
The saints both Old and New Testament have been gathered together in Heaven to become the bride of Christ.  Here the marriage has come.   This is more than just a 7 year celebration in Heaven.  This will continue until you see the New Heaven and New Earth and New Jerusalem as a bride come out of Heaven.

***Note about timing of the catching away of church*** This Marriage Supper begins before that Christ comes back with the saints behind Him on white horses at Armageddon during the 7 year Tribulation on the Earth.  
Actually, the idea of a Jewish marriage with its wait period and feast is used by God to paint a picture of the preparation and final glorification of the church in the Kingdom of Heaven being spread and come to the Earth.  
Look at these examples: 

Matthew 22:1-14 “ 1 And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, and said, 2 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, 3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. 4 Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and [my] fatlings [are] killed, and all things [are] ready: come unto the marriage. 5 But they made light of [it], and went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise: 6 And the remnant took his servants, and entreated [them] spitefully, and slew [them]. 7 But when the king heard [thereof], he was wroth: and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. 8 Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. 9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. 10 So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered together all as many as they found, both bad and good: and the wedding was furnished with guests. 11 And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: 12 And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. 13 Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast [him] into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 14 For many are called, but few [are] chosen.“
· The King is God the Father and His son is His son, Jesus Christ the Living Word of God.  

· Many who were called have rejected Jesus and destructions have come upon them.  

· And in fact, there is a final destruction that is coming upon those who refuse to come to the wedding. 

· But now, we are to go and try to pull those in from the highways and byways to come in to the wedding. 
· We must be prepared, made white in the blood of the lamb with our wedding garment.
The 10 Virgins - 5 foolish and 5 wise
Matthew 25:1-13 “ 1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 2 And five of them were wise, and five [were] foolish. 3 They that [were] foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 4 But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 9 But the wise answered, saying, [Not so]; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. 11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. 12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. “
· All were virgins... that is usually missed

· Half were foolish and lost the oil or did not take care to have any oil. 

· The presence of God out of their lives so that their lights could not shine.  

· 5 were wise and kept the oil ready.  

· They went into the marriage before the door was shut.

· When the door was shut, there was no opening it again for the 5 foolish.  
Paul spoke of those who he had ministered to as one who was to be presented a chaste virgin to Christ her husband.  He also spoke of the marriage of a man and woman to be as the spiritual relationship of Christ to His church.  Jesus is currently betrothed to His church and will be married to her.
2 Corinthians 11:2 “ For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present [you as] a chaste virgin to Christ. “
Romans 7:4 “ Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. “

Ephesians 5:22-32 “ 22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.   23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.   24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.   25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;   26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,   27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.   28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.   29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:   30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.   31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.   32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church. “
Interesting note here:  the church along with New Jerusalem makes up the Bride of Christ.  John saw it coming down from Heaven.  We are closely connected in our joint inheritance with New Jerusalem after the 1000 years.  

Revelation 21:2 “ And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. “

Revelation 21:9-10 “ 9 And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. 10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, “
The church is currently engaged (betrothed) to be married, but we aren’t married until that supper in Heaven.  The bride of Christ is also connected into the coming city New Jerusalem.  The church with New Jerusalem is the glorified bride of Christ.  We are to be the bride of Christ.  The bride is dressed in the fine linen of the righteousness of the saints (and that righteousness is of God). This is the promised that Jesus gave the churches that overcame and repented in Revelation 2 and 3.

God granted that they should be arrayed in white.  The white is the righteousness of the saints.  This is the spotless wedding garments that we must have to be a part of God’s Kingdom.  Notice that it is God who allowed it to happen.  What does this tell us?

That our righteousness is as filthy rags, and our real righteousness comes from God.  God is our righteousness and allows us to be arrayed in these arrayed in these clean and fine linen.  

The word for white is the Greek lampros which means so white that it is glowing brightly!  The presence of God which brings righteousness and purity is flowing through them giving them glowing white fine clothing.  Clean is katharos which is pure and clear.  We will not walk ashamed if our righteousness is in God, instead we will walk in a glowing white clothing forever showing that we clothed ourselves with Jesus on Earth.  
The spotless white linen of the Wedding Garments of the Redeemed is in stark contrast to the blazen red of Babylon in the chapter before.  
The Old Covenant Saints  were righteous through looking forward to the cross, and the New Covenant Saints walking in faith in Jesus Christ are righteous looking back to the cross.  1 Corinthians 1:30 “ But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: “
Revelation 19:9 “ And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed [are] they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. “
Who is blessed?  This goes along with another scripture.   Revelation 20:6 “ Blessed and holy [is] he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. “
Who has part of the Marriage Supper?  
1. The first group are those who were saved in the Old Covenant and before that trusted God and looked forward by faith to the cross (through sacrifices of animals until God’s Lamb was sacrificed).  
2. The second group is the church who had watched and prayed and was ready to go when the Midnight Cry was given along with all the dead in Christ (the 5 wise virgins of Matthew 25 – those alive and remaining in 1 Thess. 4).  
3. The third group are the 144,000 out of the tribes of Israel taken up in the middle of the Tribulation.

If you are one of the Dead in Christ who raises first or the ones alive and remaining at the Catching Away (harpazio) of the Church as seen in 1 Thessalonians 4, or one of the 144,000 from the middle of the Tribulation then you will be at this Marriage Supper.
If you have received Jesus Christ as you Lord and Savior, then you are invited to a dinner in His honor.  This is the Marriage Supper of the Lamb when the betrothed becomes the bride!  Not everyone invited will attend as seen by the 10 Virgins of Matthew 25 and the Laodicean Church of Revelation 3.  But if you obey the Lord (as He commanded in Luke 21) and watch and pray always, then you will be accounted worthy to escape all these things of the Tribulation (as Jesus promised there) and stand before the Son of Man.  You will be at that Marriage Supper.
If you make it there, then you are blessed and have missed the judgment of God because of grace.  These are the true sayings or words of God.  You can count on it.  Those called to the marriage supper are the blessed.  The Blessed of God who are at the Marriage Supper will return with Jesus Christ at the Second Coming.
Revelation 19:10 “ And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See [thou do it] not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. “
This is the first of two times that this angel does this.  Don’t worship me, but worship God (Revelation 22:9)   Colossians 2:18 “ Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 
This angel showing him around is not one of the old created angelic beings, but he is an angel in the sense that he is being used by God as a messenger to John.  John was overcome with emotion and fell down, but he makes it clear here not to worship him for only God is to be worshiped.
He said, don’t worship me, for I have the same testimony of Jesus that you have.  This means he was a brother in the Lord.  He is saying that he is a saint of God, and a fellow-brother in Jesus Christ.  So, this angel (which is one of the 7 angels that poured out the 7 Vials) is not a created angelic being, but a redeemed resurrected saint.  The second time this occurs he gives even more information about himself.
SPIRITUAL KEY:  THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS IS THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY.
As 1 Corinthians 14 tells us, don’t despise prophecies.  Understand that everyone who claims to prophesy is not of God, but the all true prophecy will reveal Jesus.
The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.  This prophecy of Revelation actually reveals Jesus and the things that the angel is showing John is glorifying Jesus.  Is prophecy relevant?  Indeed it is as long as Jesus is the center of its message.  Remember that according to John 1, Jesus Christ is the Eternal Word or LOGOS of God.  True prophecy will testify of Jesus Christ, the Son of God and His will and truth.
1 Thessalonians 5:19-21 “ 19 Quench not the Spirit. 20 Despise not prophesyings. 21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. “

1 Peter 1:10-11 “ 10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace [that should come] unto you: 11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. “

2 Peter 1:19-20 “ 19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. “
Real prophecy from God will reveal Jesus and His will.  It is the testimony of Jesus Christ.  If it tears down the Word of God or glorifies flesh, it isn’t God.  It is the testimony of Jesus Christ and will be in agreement with the more sure word of prophecy, the Bible.  God doesn’t contradict Himself.  The time when that is Perfect is come is not here yet, and there is need for prophecy until the Perfect One is come and brings that perfect Kingdom of Heaven upon the Earth.  Then, we won’t have to have prophecy to reveal the testimony of Jesus Christ, we will literally have Jesus Christ on the Earth physically.  
1 Corinthians 13:9-12 “ 9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.
This refers of course to this prophecy of the Apocalypse, for it is the Revelation of Jesus Christ.  It reveals Jesus and shows the truth of His victory over Babylon and Satan and the establishment of the Kingdom of God on Earth.  But beyond that, the essence of all prophecy from God is the testimony of Jesus Christ.
The Second Coming of Jesus Christ - Armageddon

Revelation 19:11 “11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him [was] called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. ” 
Heaven is opened again.  And now we move from the Marriage Supper of the Lamb to another vision.  The revelation is given to us in verse 10 that the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of Prophecy.  Here you see Jesus being revealed in His glory as the Second Coming of Christ is about to occur.

Keep in mind that all these events from the fall of Babylon to this the Second Coming of Christ and the short war that we call Armageddon is part of that last 7th Vial or Bowl Judgment that was poured out into the air in Revelation 16:17.  The last angel pours out the Vial and all these events occur on the Earth.
A white horse is seen in the midst.  The first white rider we saw in Revelation was the first rider of the apocalypse and showed the judgment of the invasion of Israel beginning the Last Days War seen in Ezekiel 38 and with a bow also seen in Ezekiel 39:3.  This rider is a different rider altogether.  The white horse is still symbolic of Victory.
THIS RIDER IS THE TRIUMPHANT SON OF THE LIVING GOD, JESUS CHRIST!  He is not coming back as a little baby or the Lamb of God, but as the overcoming Lion of the Tribe of Judah and is going to roar out of Zion as He returns.  He exchanged the foal of an ass in the First Coming for the White Horse of Victory in the Second Coming.  

This is the second vision of a white horse actually.  The first rider of the Apocalypse was the first who sat on a white horse (a sign of a conqueror) with a bow which can be correlated to the bow in Ezekiel 39:3.  This is another conqueror however.

The first white horse was the beginning of the plagues and the beginning of the time that the devil had free reign.   This conqueror on a later white horse will take all of that away!  This white horse rider rides to Earth stopping the rampant evil that has consumed most of the Earth.  It is the King of Kings in His glory.
The Roman “TRIUMPH” was a celebration where the conquering general of a war who had won the decisive battle that would eventually win the war for Rome was paraded around Rome in a chariot pulled by a WHITE HORSE with his conquered enemy generals drug behind his chariot.  A white horse became a “symbol” of victory because of this.  

Colossians 2:14-15 “ 14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 15 [And] having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. “ 
This is the “triumph” that the Apostle Paul was writing about when He spoke of Jesus’ victory on the cross over the Principalities and Powers of evil fallen angels in Colossians.  When Christ was nailed to the cross, not only did He nail our sins as well to it, but He won the “decisive battle” that would win the war for good and humanity.  The war still rages, but God has won and everyone who will make Jesus Christ Lord of their lives wins as well.   We are the “spoil” that Jesus took from the devil and his fallen angels.  We are the “spoils” of war that Jesus Christ took when He redeemed us by His own blood on the cross.
Upon His vesture there is a name written upon Him, for He is Faithful and True.  Jesus said, 

John 14:6 “ Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me “
Jesus Christ is the one that we can have faith in for He is faithful.  He is the Truth and you can believe Him and believe upon Him.  And He is the source of faith because He is faithful.  His name is the name that God the Father gave to us that through Him we might be saved.  He literally is True and Faithful.  We can have faith in Him for He is faithful and He will fulfill His Word, for He is “the Word”.

His truthfulness and faith-worthiness is in stark contrast to the deceits and deception of the Devil and Babylon, and for that matter the False Prophet and the Beast.  Jesus Christ is the Truth that will undo all their lies.
Revelation 19:11 (AMP) “After that I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse [appeared]! The One Who was riding it is called Faithful (Trustworthy, Loyal, Incorruptible, Steady) and True, and He passes judgment and wages war in righteousness (holiness, justice, and uprightness).” [Ezek. 1:1.]
In righteousness, He has come to wage war.  God is not only love and graceful, but holy and righteous.  And that righteousness brings judgment to sin.  Jesus Christ is opposing the forces of the Antichrist.  

Guess who loses?  Anyone and anything that stands against Jesus Christ will lose.  
I know that God is love according to 1 John.  But here we see the just side of God coming in wrath at those who have destroyed so many righteous ones.  They are the ones who have destroyed the Earth.  You cannot understand the great love of God unless you understand the righteous justice of Him.  God wants you to know Him in GRACE, but if you reject Jesus Christ then you bring damnation upon you.  Mark 16:16 “ He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. “
He came at the First Coming as the Lamb of God.  But at the Second Coming, He is coming as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah.  He has been in this role since Revelation 5 at the beginning of the Tribulation where He took the little scroll (book) from God the Father (Yahweh).  

He has stood as intercessor and High Priest, but now He comes as Judge and Conqueror.  The time of grace has expired, and now the wrath of God is come and the Day of the Lord is at hand.
He has come to make a righteous war.  This is one of the few “righteous” wars ever waged.  It is literally between good and evil, and evil’s days are finished.  The Day of the Lord stops the week of evil years.
Revelation 19:12 “  His eyes [were] as a flame of fire, and on his head [were] many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. “
I know that there is a worship song that speaks of the fire in His eyes being the love for His church.  This might be true in part, but we are seeing a frightening image here of one who is coming in the fiery judgment of God.  He came before as a savior, but now He is coming as “the ultimate judge” and the wrath of God will be given in full measure.

This is the same vision of the glorified Christ that you see in the beginning of Revelation.  His eyes are all powerful and all seeing, burning down to the root of what is there.  That flame of fire is piercing and omniscient, and all consuming.  Fire is a symbol of purity and judgment.  
On His head is many crowns, not just one.  This is not the stephanos that you see on the saint’s heads (crowns of victory, or golden laurels), but this is the diadem or kingly crown.  Jesus is quite simply the King of all kings (Revelation 19:16) and all authority will bow unto Him.

You can bow now or you can bow later, but you will bow before Jesus Christ.  Philippians 2:9-11 “ 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of [things] in heaven, and [things] in earth, and [things] under the earth; 11 And [that] every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord, to the glory of God the Father. “
He has a name written upon him that only He Himself knows.  It is a mystery to all and shows the depth of who Jesus Christ the Eternal Word of God truly is.  It is suggested that this name might be written on the crown or his forehead, but that is not specifically clear.  

Here is a mystery given unto us about this unknowable name.  The very next verse declares that His name is the “Word of God”.  So, why is there also written on Him an unknowable name?  Could it be the sheer revelation of the fullness of who Jesus Christ is cannot be understood without a divine revelation?  How that He can be the immortal Word of God who was with the Father, and somehow separate from the Father and yet still connected might be meant.  He is wondrous and truly beyond His creation’s ability to fully comprehend Him.
Is this the new name that Jesus promises to write on the believers who overcome in Revelation 3?   Revelation 3:12 “ 12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. “
It has also been suggested that the name that no one knew was the true way that YHWH or Yahweh is pronounced.  It is sometimes called the tetragrammaton, and some believe that the true pronunciation of the word was lost at the Babylonian Captivity.  So, this would be a restoration of the true pronunciation of that name.  This is reading much into the text that it really does not say.  The fact it is, it says that only He Himself knew this name.  Only He had understanding about the importance and meaning of His name.  This is much more than just regaining a pronunciation.

There are religious groups and mystical cults that have strange fixations with the names of God.  Some claim this special revelation of his name, and yet another group thinks that all of the first group is damned because they don’t use this other name of God.  He was called Jesus or Yeshua (the same as Joshua) actually and was known by the title Immanuel or God with us.   The idea of a special name of God that separates your group from the others is cultic by nature.  It is arrogance by thinking that man has through a certain understanding a handle on God that nobody else has.  

Here we see that the eternal LOGOS or Word of God who is Jesus Christ the Lamb of God.  He is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah who we see has the names True and Faithful and is the Word of God at the same time.  He also has a name that no one knows.  He is beyond our understanding!  We can know Him through the Holy Spirit, but we will never really wholly comprehend all of Him for He is God!  And His name is beyond our understanding.  
Revelation 19:12 (AMP) “ His eyes [blaze] like a flame of fire, and on His head are many kingly crowns (diadems); and He has a title (name) inscribed which He alone knows or can understand. “ [Dan. 10:6.]
All through scriptures you see where to name something invokes its nature and sometimes its power.  It isn’t magic, but the names of God describe the attributes of God.  Examples of this would include Yahweh Yireh is the Lord God who provides, El Shaddai means God Almighty, and Yahweh Rapha or the Lord God who heals.  Immanuel is God with us, but here Jesus Christ as the returning King of Kings has a name written on Him that only He understands.  The attribute of God seen written (probably on his crowns) here is beyond the ability of John or any other creature to understand.  It truly is a mystery name.

Revelation 19:13 “ And he [was] clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.“
This is the vesture of cloak that has the name upon it, and it is dipped in blood.  It is unlikely that His own blood that was shed for us is meant here although it could as God’s Paschal Lamb.  He is the lamb who was slain for the world, but He isn’t coming back as the lamb but instead as the lion. This is an image of the wrath of God and not redemption, so this blood on his vesture is most likely a reference to the blood of his enemies.
This is a premonition of what is about to come when He returns.  Isaiah speaks of his garments stained with the blood of His enemies when He returns.
In Isaiah 63, He has the blood of His enemies which will go as high as a horse’s bridle the length of Israel.    Isaiah 63:1-3 “1 Who [is] this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? this [that is] glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength? I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save. 2 Wherefore [art thou] red in thine apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the winefat? 3 I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people [there was] none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment. “
From these scriptures and other references to the refugees at Bozrah (Petra), we know that He will appear to them first and destroy the enemy that is at their steps and then go west to the Mount of Olives thus destroying the armies that have gathered there.  That is why he comes out of the Eastern Sky.  He has come from the east of Jerusalem at Petra first and is already bloody with the slain there.  The King of Kings will have their blood sprinkled on His garments and all of His raiment will be stained.
Read Isaiah 34:1-15

Amos 1:11-12 “ 11 Thus saith the LORD; For three transgressions of Edom, and for four, I will not turn away [the punishment] thereof; because he did pursue his brother with the sword, and did cast off all pity, and his anger did tear perpetually, and he kept his wrath for ever: 12 But I will send a fire upon Teman, which shall devour the palaces of Bozrah. “

Revelation 11:17-18 “ 17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. “

Revelation 14:19-20 “ 19 And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast [it] into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand [and] six hundred furlongs. “
As the Great Harlot and the Beast has shed the blood of the innocent (Saints and the Prophets), so shall Jesus Christ shed the blood of the guilty.  The unrighteous will reap what they sow here, and since they have sown doubly evil then this is the return that they receive.

He is the Word or Logos of God.  He the Living Word of God pre-existed before the Earth.
John 1:1-3 “ 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God.  3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. “
John 1:14 “ And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. “
1 John 5:7 “ For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. “
Before Jesus was placed in the Virgin Mary’s womb, He is (was) the immortal Word of God, and one with the Father (YHWH).  His name is “called” the Logos (written Word) of God.
Put Revelation 19:12-13 together in relation to Jesus’ name.  He has written on Him a name that no one knows but Himself, and yet His name is “called the Word of God.”  He has an unknowable name only knowable to Himself and His name “is called” the Word of God.  

Revelation 19:12-13 (AMP) “12 His eyes [blaze] like a flame of fire, and on His head are many kingly crowns (diadems); and He has a title (name) inscribed which He alone knows or can understand. [Dan. 10:6.]  13  He is dressed in a robe dyed by dipping in blood, and the title by which He is called is The Word of God.”
He is the immortal Word of God, but there is more to this. This would qualify as a mystery.  The unknowable name is called the Word of God.  The full meaning of this will probably not be known until these events actually occur.

Revelation 19:14 “ And the armies [which were] in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. “
Armies are plural.  There are multiple armies following Him on white horses.  This will be quite a sight that they see on the earth before their destruction.  The fine white and clean linen refer to the clothing of the saints.

They are on white horses, which is a symbol of conquering and yet it does not specifically state that they are armed.  It is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah who is armed in this battle, but the armies of Heaven follow Him in this victory.

This is the saints of who are made white by the blood of the Lamb and now in the bright white righteousness of the saints.

Revelation 4:4 “ And round about the throne [were] four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold. “

Zechariah 14:5 “ And ye shall flee [to] the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, [and] all the saints with thee.  “

Jude 1:14-15 “ 14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, 15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard [speeches] which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 

Revelation 17:14 “ These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him [are] called, and chosen, and faithful. “

2 Thessalonians 1:7 “ And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, “

Matthew 24:27-31 “ 27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 28 For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together. 29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. “
On the Day of the Lord, the word “armies” is used for the armies of angels and the armies of the Saints who shall always be with the Lord and no doubt the 144,000 shall be coming as well.  We will be coming with Jesus Christ in victory.

Revelation 19:15 “ And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.“ 
The sharp sword (references are made to the words of His mouth [the Word of God is the Sword of the Spirit] is mentioned here and the brightness of His coming is what will destroy them.
Sword here is rhomphaia, which is an unusually long and powerful sword.  The words that comes from Jesus’ mouth is the sword of the Word of God, and it is more powerful than any other weapon there.
As the Word of God is said to be as a two-edged sword, so shall a sword proceed out of the Living Word (Logos) of God’s mouth.  His very words shall be a sword that will destroy the armies to the extent of if their blood was put into a river, it would be as long as the nation of Israel.
Jesus Christ is the literal LOGOS or Word of God.  The Bible makes it clear that the Word of God is like a “two-edged sword”.  We are told in Ephesians 6 to take the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God.  That word is rhema which means spoken word of God.  The word is a powerful sword, and when you speak it you invoke the authority of Jesus Christ given power by the Holy Spirit.

Jesus will “speak” as the Word of God, and it will be a weapon that will flash and destroy the enemies of God.  He is spoken of in the beginning of this vision of the Revelation of Jesus Christ as having a sharp two-edged sword.  The sword according to 2 Thessalonians 2 is the “Spirit of his mouth”.  It is devastating to God’s enemies.  Even Isaiah says that the “breath of his lips” shall slay the wicked.
Revelation 1:16 “ And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance [was] as the sun shineth in his strength. “

Ephesians 6:17 “ And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: “

Hebrews 4:12 “ For the word of God [is] quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and [is] a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. “

Revelation 2:12 “ And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; “

2 Thessalonians 2:8 “ And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: “

Isaiah 11:4 “ But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. “

Isaiah 26:20-27:6 “ 20 Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast. 21 For, behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain. 

27:1 In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that [is] in the sea. 2 In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine. 3 I the LORD do keep it; I will water it every moment: lest [any] hurt it, I will keep it night and day. 4 Fury [is] not in me: who would set the briers [and] thorns against me in battle? I would go through them, I would burn them together. 5 Or let him take hold of my strength, [that] he may make peace with me; [and] he shall make peace with me. 6 He shall cause them that come of Jacob to take root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit. “
The nations will be smitten.  Nations is plural.  Nations is ethnos or all the ethnic nations of the world.  It is debatable how far that this will go, but one thing for sure, the enemies who have gathered together in Israel shall be utterly destroyed.  The armies of Europe (the Antichrist) and Russia and China shall be annihilated. 

The survivors at their homes will be ruled by Him with a rod of iron and we will rule with Him.  Jesus Christ will rule the post-Armageddon Earth with a rod of iron.  When you add to that, the Devil and demons shall be bound for a 1000 years with no spiritual temptation.  Sin will on the most part not be seen on Earth during this time of peace.
The word meaning “rod” is the Greek rhabdos which means both a king’s scepter and a shepherd’s or walking staff.  It is iron to show the absolute authority of Jesus Christ and that there is no weakness in His rule.  He will keep all even at bay and will lead all the nations with a rod of iron.  The idea of the scepter is the main idea because He is the King of Kings.  

But the word also means a shepherd’s staff and it is not totally out of the realm of possibility to suggest that the Good Shepherd who gave his life for the sheep is at this time leading His sheep into green pasture and by still waters as He finally brings peace to the Earth.
The peace is kept and a time of rebuilding will begin.  Jesus is that stone that Nebuchadnezzar saw in His dream destroying the kingdoms of this world and establishing an everlasting kingdom.  The Kingdom of Heaven is come to Earth.  
He will take the rod of iron and destroy the evil and keep this world under His rule.  THE SCEPTER OF THE LORD SHALL BE STRONG AND ABSOLUTE.
Psalm 2:7-9 “ 7 I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou [art] my Son; this day have I begotten thee.  8 Ask of me, and I shall give [thee] the heathen [for] thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth [for] thy possession. 9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. “

Psalm 110:4-5 “ 4 The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou [art] a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. 5 The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath. “

Revelation 2:26-27 “ 26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: 27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. “

Revelation 12:5 “ And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and [to] his throne. “
The winepress of His wrath is the Day of the Lord.  This is what many call Judgment Day, although the Great White Throne Judgment is still a thousand years ahead.  But the Day of the Lord brings a crashing end to this age.  The wrath of God is poured out and in the grapes of wrath and red wine of the blood of the guilty is spilled.

This is the Great Supper of God that he calls the fowls of the air to enjoy.  This is the judgment of the wicked and they are on the menu as opposed to the supper before this where Christ is honored and we become the Bride of Christ.  Here is the apocalyptic dualism again.

Going further in that dualism, Great Babylon made the kings of the Earth drink from her cup of fornication and abomination.  Here, those who have become drunk on the blood of the Saints are themselves brought to an end, and their blood is now shed and is mingled with the wrath of God.
He treads the winepress.  As grapes are crushed in the winepress to make wine, so shall the enemies of God be crushed by Christ and the wine is their blood.  Blood for blood is shed.
Isaiah 63:3 “ I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people [there was] none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment. “
Revelation 19:16 “ And he hath on [his] vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. “
There are other kings, but Jesus Christ is their King.  The Bible in Romans 13:1 shows that God controls who is in power anyway.  If He did not allow it, they could not get into that office.  Romans 13:1 “ Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. “
Jesus Christ is their King!  This is why that He is wearing “many diadems”.  He is King of Kings, and wearing many crowns to show authority over many realms.  There has never been a monarch like Christ.  He is Lord of all Lord and King of all Kings and every knee will bow to Him.  

You might as well bow now and surrender now and get on the victorious side of God now, for even the most rebellious and Satan himself will someday have to bow before Christ our Lord.

Philippians 2:9 “ Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of [things] in heaven, and [things] in earth, and [things] under the earth; 11 And [that] every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord, to the glory of God the Father. “
1 Timothy 6:14-15 “ 14 That thou keep [this] commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ: 15 Which in his times he shall shew, [who is] the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; “
Even evil Nebudchadnezzar in Daniel 2:47 recognized Daniel’s God as being King over himself:  Daniel 2:47 “ The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth [it is], that your God [is] a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret. “
This name is probably written into the garments that Jesus is wearing.  They tried to mock Him at the crucifixion as being King of the Jews, but here His true title is seen for all to behold.  This world system has fallen to Him and all evil is being destroyed at His presence. The King has come.  The garment that has this name will cover his thighs.

As many knights going into battle that have their coat of arms sewn into their clothing and armor, so Jesus has His name on His.  It is the “title” King of Kings and Lord of Lords!  It is the name above every other name.  

Philippians 2:9-11 “ 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of [things] in heaven, and [things] in earth, and [things] under the earth; 11 And [that] every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord, to the glory of God the Father. “
Revelation 19:17-18 “ 17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God;  
18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all [men, both] free and bond, both small and great. “
John looked up and saw an angel standing “in” the sun.  The text literally says that the angel is standing “in” the sun!  The sun is a burning ball of gases through nuclear fusion, so this is a radical thing to declare.  Although it might mean that the angel was outlined in front of the sun, but the text says that it is literally standing in the sun.
This might very well be literal with the angel in outer space, because of the Greek wording of what the angel says.  It is a very difficult thing to understand when you look at what is actually said.  The base message and meaning is very understandable, especially when in context of all the other prophecies about the Day of the Lord and the Great Supper of God.  But there is a question about a point to this.
He calls to the fowls of the air to come and eat at the Great Supper of God.  Revelation 19:17 (NASB) “ And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the birds which fly in midheaven, "Come, assemble for the great supper of God;”’
It is pretty much agreed today that the word “great” needs to go before the word supper.  His is the Great God and not trying to take away from that, understand that the emphasis in the Greek of the word “great” here is on this supper than on the word “God”.  These carrion birds eat on the greatest slaughter of armies in all the Earth’s history.
There are two suppers.  The hosts of heaven have just left the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, which is a wonderful celebration event.  The Great Supper of God is about to occur and it is the carrion birds feasting on the dead bodies of these armies of the Beast.  There is quite a contrast here.
The carrion birds have been breeding in greater numbers than the norm since the 1970’s in that part of the world, and we know from other scriptures that they will be used to eat of the dead bodies that are killed by the Lord at His Second Coming.  
The odd thing is that the word “mid-heaven” is used.  There are three words for heaven to the Hebrews and seen in the Greek language.  The first heaven is the atmosphere from the air you breathe up to the highest mountains at the top of the atmosphere.  The third heaven is the dimensional realm where Yahweh reigns among His angels and saints.  It is in a dimensional realm past all the stars and galaxies of our 4-dimensional universe.  

The 2nd Heaven is mid-heaven and is the realm of outer space.  In orbit around the Earth or where the sun is (where the angel is standing) to the far reaches of the physical universe throughout all the galaxies and stars is mid-heaven.  This is really strange for the call is given in the sun by the angel to all the birds which fly in mid-heaven.  Perhaps the translations which say the birds which fly in the middle of the sky is accurate, but it is not accurate taking the literal meaning of the words.  

The normal flying range of all natural birds is the first heaven, and not mid-heaven.  Is this the normal birds like buzzards and crows and the like as we see in all the other prophecies?  Or is there something odd from space that is being called?  I believe that it is normal birds being called, but these are radiated bodies that are being eaten.  Perhaps there is more at work than is normally thought.  It is odd that the angel is “in” the sun, and the birds are supposed to be flying in space or mid-heaven if you take what is said literally.  This sounds like a little mystery in the text.
This event is spoken of in a number of places in scripture: 
Ezekiel 39:17-22 “ 17 And, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD; Speak unto every feathered fowl, and to every beast of the field, Assemble yourselves, and come; gather yourselves on every side to my sacrifice that I do sacrifice for you, [even] a great sacrifice upon the mountains of Israel, that ye may eat flesh, and drink blood. 18 Ye shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs, and of goats, of bullocks, all of them fatlings of Bashan. 19 And ye shall eat fat till ye be full, and drink blood till ye be drunken, of my sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you. 20 Thus ye shall be filled at my table with horses and chariots, with mighty men, and with all men of war, saith the Lord GOD. 21 And I will set my glory among the heathen, and all the heathen shall see my judgment that I have executed, and my hand that I have laid upon them. 22 So the house of Israel shall know that I [am] the LORD their God from that day and forward. “
This is the Day of the Lord.  In Ezekiel 38 and 39, there are many details to these events that help to pain a complete picture of the Day of the Lord and the Great Supper of God.  You can also find references in Isaiah 34.
Isaiah 34:1-13 “ 1 Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein; the world, and all things that come forth of it.  2 For the indignation of the LORD [is] upon all nations, and [his] fury upon all their armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter. 3 Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood. 4 And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling [fig] from the fig tree. 5 For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment. 6 The sword of the LORD is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness, [and] with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams: for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea. 7 And the unicorns shall come down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls; and their land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat with fatness. 8 For [it is] the day of the LORD'S vengeance, [and] the year of recompences for the controversy of Zion. 

9 And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof shall become burning pitch. 10 It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for ever and ever. 
11 But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it; the owl also and the raven shall dwell in it: and he shall stretch out upon it the line of confusion, and the stones of emptiness. 12 They shall call the nobles thereof to the kingdom, but none [shall be] there, and all her princes shall be nothing. 13 And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the fortresses thereof: and it shall be an habitation of dragons, [and] a court for owls. “
This is the Day of the Lord.  The birds mentioned are considered unclean birds.  The cormorant is translated pelican in modern translations, and the owl and bittern are also unclean birds.  The land will be made completely desolate (probably from radiation) and burning pitch (like what you saw when the oil fields of Iraq was on fire) will burn and smoke continuously.  The land of Edom or Jordan is mentioned and Bozrah specifically.  That is in the same district that Petra is in.

Jeremiah 46:8-10 “ 8 Egypt riseth up like a flood, and [his] waters are moved like the rivers; and he saith, I will go up, [and] will cover the earth; I will destroy the city and the inhabitants thereof. 9 Come up, ye horses; and rage, ye chariots; and let the mighty men come forth; the Ethiopians and the Libyans, that handle the shield; and the Lydians, that handle [and] bend the bow. 10 For this [is] the day of the Lord GOD of hosts, a day of vengeance, that he may avenge him of his adversaries: and the sword shall devour, and it shall be satiate and made drunk with their blood: for the Lord GOD of hosts hath a sacrifice in the north country by the river Euphrates. “
Actually, the Antichrist will come up with his armies from Egypt (we know this from Daniel) and will move to meet the other armies.  The same ones that is involved in the original world war will be there with others.  It is the time of retribution.  The blood will flow.

Point to Ponder: In the mid 1970's, the number of vultures and other carrion birds started inexplicably multiplying to alarming numbers and that trend continue today.  God is preparing his own dinner guests at this blood-letting that will kill at least hundreds of millions.  
Matthew 24:27-28 “ 27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 28 For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together. “
Zechariah says that on this day of vengeance, He descends and touches ground that He will land on the Mount of Olives and it will be with such an earthquake that it splits it in two and make a valley and the saints will be with Him.  It will happen at night, but it will be as the flash of the day!   Zechariah 14:1-7 
This death will come to all who gathered there against Jerusalem and the Lamb of God!  Jesus Christ, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah has prevailed against those who would rage!
The groups listed that shall die by the judgment of Jesus Christ at Armageddon, or who is on the menu for the carrion birds is as follows:

· Kings are basileus, which is a leader of the people, prince, lord of the land, commander, or king.

· Captains are chilliarchos, which is a chilliarch or a commander of a thousand soldiers.  It is a general or military commander.

· Mighty men are ischuros, which are “strong men” or warriors.  They are either strong in body and force, or in mind.

· Horses or hippos.  Although we have seen that many “cavalry” mentioned is speaking of motorized divisions of modern-day cavalry such as tanks and helicopters, it is not that far fetched to see certain military groups in the Middle East on camel or horseback.  In some mountainous areas, horses are still used.

· The ones sitting on them, that is the soldiers or cavalry personnel.  

· The free and bond (slaves or servants).

· The small and the great.

· Synopsis:  all classes of men from high to low were included in this meal for the birds.

Revelation 19:18 (ALT) “ so that you* shall eat [the] flesh of kings and [the] flesh of commanding officers [or, Chiliarchs] and [the] flesh of mighty [people] and [the] flesh of horses and of the ones sitting on them, and [the] flesh of all [people], both of free persons and of slaves, and both of small and of great."

If you are gathered there against Jesus in that day, no matter the army or if you are enlisted or conscripted or an officer or a political or business leader then you will die and become a meal for the carrion birds.  God will clean up the land after the battle with these birds.  When you consider the extra possibility of nuclear contamination (which Ezekiel 39 speaks of decontamination procedures for 7 years in cleaning up the bodies), then the birds are very helpful.
Revelation 19:19 “ And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army. “
The beast is of course the man we call “the Antichrist”.  His lying spirits have seduced the kings of the earth to gather with him against Christ.  THEY HAVE GATHERED AGAINST JESUS CHRIST AND HIS ARMY OF SAINTS AND ANGELS.
John literally sees these gathered here to make war against Jesus Christ:

1. The Beast (Antichrist)

2. The kings (rulers) of the Earth

3. Their armies

Joel speaks of the Chinese army that literally leaves everything behind it black and burned going into the cities of Israel and breaking through their defenses in a rush.  Daniel speaks of the Antichrist hurrying back out of Egypt to Israel to protect his interests from the attack from the north.  And Ezekiel 39 tells us how Russia (the king of the north in Daniel) returns with other countries as Kazakhstan to invade.  Remember, the oil and the control of oil is the most likely key or hook in all of this.  But God will have them all gather together in a place in Megiddo known as Armageddon.

Ezekiel 39:1-9 (AMP) “ AND YOU, son of man, prophesy against Gog, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I am against you, O Gog, chief prince (ruler) of Rosh, of Meshech, and of Tubal.  2  And I will turn you about and will lead you on, and will cause you to come up from the uttermost parts of the north and will lead you against the mountains of Israel;  3  And I will smite your bow from your left hand and will cause your arrows to fall out of your right hand.  4  You shall fall [dead] upon the mountains of Israel, you and all your hosts and the peoples who are with you. I will give you to the ravenous birds of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be devoured.  5  You shall fall in the open field, for I have spoken [it], says the Lord God.  6  I will send fire on Magog and upon those who dwell securely in the coastlands, and they shall know, understand, and realize that I am the Lord [the Sovereign Ruler, Who calls forth loyalty and obedient service].  7  And I will make My holy name known in the midst of My people Israel, and I will not let them profane My holy name any more; and the nations shall know, understand, and realize that I am the Lord, the Holy One of Israel.  8  Behold, it is coming and it will be done, says the Lord God; that is the day of which I have spoken.  9  And [when you, Gog, are no longer] they who dwell in the cities of Israel shall go forth and shall set on fire and burn the battle gear, the shields and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, the handspikes or riding whips and the spears; and they shall burn them as fuel for seven years, “

They will burn their gear and use their materials and fuel for their fuel for 7 years.  God will also send a fire on the land of Magog (Russia) and on those who dwell securely on the coastlands (possibly England considering the other scriptures on this, and the coastlands can also be translated islands).

They actually think that they can overcome Jesus, but they will be totally annihilated.  The ones who are invited to this dinner are basically cursed unlike the ones invited to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb in verse 9.  The armies are the main course of the birds and animals.  THE STARK CONTRAST HERE CONTINUES THE DUALITY OF REVELATION.
There are two armies.  The Lord Jesus Christ is literally “the Truth” and leads His armies in truth.  The Beast’s armies have been deceived by lying spirits from the Dragon (Satan), the Beast (the Antichrist), and the False Prophet to come and oppose the returning Jesus Christ.  The army of the Beast is there because of lies.  

Ezekiel 13:4-9 “ 4 O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the deserts. 5 Ye have not gone up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in the battle in the day of the LORD. 6 They have seen vanity and lying divination, saying, The LORD saith: and the LORD hath not sent them: and they have made [others] to hope that they would confirm the word. 7 Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have ye not spoken a lying divination, whereas ye say, The LORD saith [it]; albeit I have not spoken? 8 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye have spoken vanity, and seen lies, therefore, behold, I [am] against you, saith the Lord GOD. 9 And mine hand shall be upon the prophets that see vanity, and that divine lies: they shall not be in the assembly of my people, neither shall they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, neither shall they enter into the land of Israel; and ye shall know that I [am] the Lord GOD. “
Point to Ponder:  Now, here’s a question: if they have rejected God throughout all of this and they have followed this “Antichrist” into this new false religion with his monetary system, then who do they think that they are gathered together to fight against?

They gathered their armies to fight against one another, but the lying spirits like frogs have deceived them into coming as one army to fight against the Son of God coming back.  The question is, do they know it’s the second coming of Christ and that they are doomed and this is the Battle of Armageddon? Or do they think that they are gathered against some sort of “space invaders”?
Remember that the demons who have seduced them are lying spirits.  Do they know that they are actually trying to overcome God?
Although they gather together to fight against Jesus Christ and His saints and angels, it is recorded that they turn on one another as well.  In that night which becomes the brightest day, they turn on their neighbor.  Remember that there are 3 different armies from Europe, China, and Russia.
The following are different descriptive points about this very short war of the Lord against the nations gathered against Jerusalem.  Jerusalem will have become the religious focal point and will be the city that all are either trying to possess or destroy by this point.  The enemies of the Lord will suddenly quit fighting each other (thanks to the lying spirits as frogs that come from the Dragon, the Beast, and the False Prophet), and will now attempt to face against the returning Jesus Christ and the hosts of heaven.  
This is just some examples of descriptions of the Day of the Lord, but there are many more scriptures that describe the same Day/War.  These give a good idea of what is happening in Revelation 19:19-21.
Zechariah 12:9-11 “ 9 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.   10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.   11 In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon. “  

Zechariah 14:2-9 “ 2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people shall not be cut off from the city.   3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle.   4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.   5 And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee.   6 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark:   7 But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at evening time it shall be light.    8 And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be.   9 And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one. “

Zechariah 14:12-13 “ 12 And this shall be the plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth. 13 And it shall come to pass in that day, [that] a great tumult from the LORD shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbour. “
Isaiah 66:14-16 “ 14 And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like an herb: and the hand of the LORD shall be known toward his servants, and his indignation toward his enemies.   15 For, behold, the LORD will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.   16 For by fire and by his sword will the LORD plead with all flesh: and the slain of the LORD shall be many. “

· All nations who have opposed Jerusalem (interesting that that the city is singled out) is gathered to be destroyed.

· The Lord (who they have pierced – Jesus Christ) will return with a sword to bring the indignation of the Lord to them.

· There will be a great mourning in Jerusalem.

· The battle will be fought in the valley of Megiddo.  

· He will destroy through fire and the sword of the Lord.

· The enemies will also lay hands upon their neighbors and destroy each other.

· Jesus will have the Saints of God with him.

· The Saints and Angels will come with chariots that are like tornadoes.

· Flames of fire will show his fury at the wicked gathered against Jerusalem.

· The day leading up to it will not be clear, but dark.

· He will return at night, but it will look like the brightest day.

· The armies of the enemies will be consumed on their feet instantly.

· Their eyes will consume in their holes and their tongues shall consume away in their mouths.

· Many will be slain by the Lord.

· When Jesus returns, he will land on the Mount of Olives and it will split in two in a fantastic earthquake.

· The Lord shall be king over all the Earth and all will only worship the Lord.

CONSIDER PLEASE:  Ezekiel 38:21-23 “ 21 And I will call for a sword against him throughout all my mountains, saith the Lord GOD: every man's sword shall be against his brother. 22 And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that [are] with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. 23 Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I [am] the LORD. “   - it might be argued that this is the nuclear retaliation from the nuclear war of Revelation 8 and the first 4 Trumpet Judgments.  This looks like the same nuclear war, and follows the challenge above it that corresponds to the nuclear war that occurs in the first half of the Tribulation.  It depends how you interpret it and where you place these events.
The Antichrist’s armies will die before the Lord in a consuming of the flesh in a flash of light and fire.  Their flesh will consume away while they stand upon their feet instantly.  Their eyes consume away in their holes and their tongues consumed.  This describes pretty accurately a nuclear destruction of armies.  
If this is a nuclear destruction or only the pure power of God or a mixture of supernatural and nuclear together is unclear.  It is recorded that the words from Jesus’ mouth (the sharp two-edged sword), and the brightness of His coming, and the armies turning on one another all bring the fiery destruction to these armies.  So, either one, it is the judgment of God coming from Jesus Christ.
Either way, Jesus by speaking the Word (the sword from His words) will cause their destruction.  The Antichrist had come against Egypt and somehow they are involved in this as well.  For it is mentioned in Jeremiah.  Ethiopians (Sudanese terror-trained troops) and Libyans who the Antichrist has taken by force years before in their war against Israel will be involved.  Lydia is modern Turkey.
Jeremiah 46:8-12 “ 8 Egypt riseth up like a flood, and [his] waters are moved like the rivers; and he saith, I will go up, [and] will cover the earth; I will destroy the city and the inhabitants thereof. 9 Come up, ye horses; and rage, ye chariots; and let the mighty men come forth; the Ethiopians and the Libyans, that handle the shield; and the Lydians, that handle [and] bend the bow. 10 For this [is] the day of the Lord GOD of hosts, a day of vengeance, that he may avenge him of his adversaries: and the sword shall devour, and it shall be satiate and made drunk with their blood: for the Lord GOD of hosts hath a sacrifice in the north country by the river Euphrates. 11 Go up into Gilead, and take balm, O virgin, the daughter of Egypt: in vain shalt thou use many medicines; [for] thou shalt not be cured.   12 The nations have heard of thy shame, and thy cry hath filled the land: for the mighty man hath stumbled against the mighty, [and] they are fallen both together. “
We also know that the King of the North or Russia and the kings of the East (China) and the Antichrist’s European Army are there as well.  It will gather the enemies of the Lord in one place.

Revelation 19:20 “ And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. “
The fate of the Beast and False Prophet is unique and separate from any judgment of mankind.  The Beast (Antichrist) and False Prophet (the spiritual leader who did the miracles – possibly the Islamic Mahdi) who implemented the Mark of the Beast and deceived the ones who damned themselves by taking it and initiating this false religion has a judgment like none other.

Even the Devil himself does not have to face the Lake of fire for a little over 1,000 years after this.  But these two have a fate that is quite literally horrific.  They are cast alive (without given the benefit of dying first) into the Lake of fire burning with sulfur.  

The Lake of Fire is a separate place other that Hell or Hades.  Hades is a temporary holding place for the followers of the Devil, but it will someday give up its dead to be finally judged.  The Lake of Fire is the Second Death.  Revelation 20:13-15 “ 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. “
All those who do not have their name written in the Lamb’s Book of life will wind up there eventually.  The devil will be cast there after he has been bound in the abyss (bottomless pit) for 1,000 years.  All the wicked will stand before God in the Great White Throne Judgment and Satan and his angels and demons, and all the wicked of humanity whose name is not in the Book of Life will be cast into the Lake of Fire, where the Beast and False Prophet already are.  
As angels are, these two are cast alive into the Lake of Fire.  All of humanity must die first once and then face God after the second resurrection in the judgment.  Hebrews 9:27 makes it clear that all humans must die once and then face God in the judgment.  The “saved” will be judged for their works for rewards before the “Bema” throne of Christ and have part in the First Resurrection.  All the “damned” will be raised after the 1,000 years and be judged at the Great White Throne Judgment and face the Second Death in the Lake of Fire.
The Antichrist and False Prophet actually are cast alive into the Lake of Fire as all the fallen angels will be after the Millennial Reign of Christ.  They are unique in that they are damned over 1,000 years before anyone or anything else is there.  

Revelation 20:10 “ And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. “
Hebrews 9:27 “ And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: “
Revelation 20:11-13 “ 11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is [the book] of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. “
The Bible speaks of the Beast as both having human heritage and fallen angelic heritage as ascending up out of the Abyss.  The only way you can have both at the same time is with a forbidden angelic-human hybrid creating nephilim (or the giants of old) such as Goliath and the pre-flood hybrids that brought such evil to mankind and the Earth.  The fact that they do not die and face the judgment as all mankind must tells us that the Antichrist and False Prophet cannot be wholly human. These two are not human and do not stand before God in judgment.  
They are cast into damnation right here.  He is called the son of perdition at one point, and is born damned as any nephilim is.  They will suffer the “Lake of Fire” 1,000 years longer than even the Devil.  These two are given a fate worse than any other recorded in the Word of God.  Once you go to the Lake of Fire you can never get out.
THE FATE OF THE ARMIES ON THE DAY OF THE LORD!
Revelation 19:21 “ And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which [sword] proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh. “
The remnant is those who were left of the armies and those who are gathered with the Antichrist and False Prophet are now killed outright.  This brings a river of blood the length of the country of Israel from one tip to the other.

The ones who are with these two are killed completely by Jesus Christ by the Sword of His Word that comes from His mouth.  Jesus Christ, the Living Logos of God will speak and destruction will occur.

The fowls will eat of the Great Supper of God.  Over and over again in apocalyptic scriptures in the Old Testament do you see the calling to the great supper of God at the Day of the Lord.  You see it also in the Gospels.  The animals and fowls will help with the clean up after this occurs.

In Ezekiel 39, you see the events of the Day of the Lord coming to pass.  You see, Russia (Magog) has been pushed out of Israel years before after its first attempted invasion.  Now, God puts a hook in the leader of Russia’s mouth and pulls him back into the land again.  The hook is most likely the need for the oil that the Beast has taken a monopoly on.
Ezekiel 39:1-8 “ 1 Therefore, thou son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I [am] against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal: 2 And I will turn thee back, and leave but the sixth part of thee, and will cause thee to come up from the north parts, and will bring thee upon the mountains of Israel: 3 And I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will cause thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand. 4 Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou, and all thy bands, and the people that [is] with thee: I will give thee unto the ravenous birds of every sort, and [to] the beasts of the field to be devoured. 5 Thou shalt fall upon the open field: for I have spoken [it], saith the Lord GOD. 6 And I will send a fire on Magog, and among them that dwell carelessly in the isles: and they shall know that I [am] the LORD. 7 So will I make my holy name known in the midst of my people Israel; and I will not [let them] pollute my holy name any more: and the heathen shall know that I [am] the LORD, the Holy One in Israel. 

8 Behold, it is come, and it is done, saith the Lord GOD; this [is] the day whereof I have spoken. “
Once again, the leader of Russia is addressed and told the God is against him.  This is the doom of the Russia, their government and their armies.  God turns them back to Israel.  He will come back to fight the Antichrist (he has to come up from Egypt to deal with Russia in Daniel 11).  

The bow in which he conquered is smacked out of his hand by God.  The arrows fall and he is powerless to defend himself.  He and they will die on the mountains of Israel on the Day of the Lord when Jesus Christ comes back in power.  The White Rider in the beginning of the 7-Year Tribulation is now defeated utterly and his bow is knocked out of his hand and his land is burned with fire.
The fire is sent on Magog.  FIRE FALLS ON THE LAND OF RUSSIA AND ALSO UPON THOSE WHO LIVE CARELESSLY IN THE ISLES (possibly the destruction of Babylon if it is indeed England).  
The ravenous birds and beasts come to this supper.  AS YOU HAVE A MARRIAGE SUPPER FOR THE SAINTS, SO YOU HAVE THE GREAT SUPPER OF GOD WHERE THE ARMIES ARE ON THE MENU.

Matthew 24:27-28 “ 27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 28 For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together. “

Luke 17:37 “ And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said unto them, Wheresoever the body [is], thither will the eagles be gathered together. “
After this battle, it will take seven months to clean up all the remains and to bury them safely in the land for they will be contaminated and deadly.  Ezekiel 39 speaks of the protocol used in disposing of the remains even after the birds are finished with their meal.  After 7 months, if a body is found then a marker will be set for the professional buriers can safely bury the bones so the land can be cleansed.
Ezekiel 39:11-17 (AMP) “ 11 And in that day, I will give to Gog a place for burial there in Israel, the valley of those who pass through on the east side in front of the [Dead] Sea [the highway between Syria, Petra, and Egypt], and it will delay and stop those who pass through. And there shall they bury Gog and all his multitude, and they shall call it the Valley of Hamon-gog [multitude of Gog].  
12  For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them, that they may cleanse the land.  13  Yes, all the people of the land will bury them, and it shall bring them renown in the day that I shall be glorified, says the Lord God.  14  And they shall set apart men to work continually who shall pass through the land, men commissioned to bury, with the help of those who are passing by, those bodies that lie unburied on the face of the ground, in order to cleanse the land. After the end of seven months they shall make their search.  
15  And when these pass through the land and anyone sees a human bone, he shall set up a marker by it as a sign to the buriers, until they have buried it in the Valley of Hamon-gog or of Gog's multitude.  16  And Hamonah [multitude] shall also be the name of the city [of the dead]. Thus shall they cleanse the land.  17  And you, son of man, thus says the Lord God: Say to the birds of prey of every sort and to every beast of the field, Assemble yourselves and come, gather from every side to the sacrificial feast that I am preparing for you, even a great sacrificial feast on the mountains of Israel at which you may eat flesh and drink blood.”
REVELATION CHAPTER 20

The Binding of Satan and the Millennial Reign

Revelation 20:1-3 (KJV) 1 And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 
2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 
3 And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season. 

These events occur after the return of Jesus Christ at Armageddon after the Beast and False Prophet are cast into the Lake of Fire.  This is the THOUSAND YEARS OF PEACE where Jesus Christ reigns from Jerusalem (Ezekiel 40 on).
This angel is unnamed, but has the authority, power, and tools to accomplish his goal.  He has the singular honor of being the angel who binds Satan with a great chain and taking him into the abyss.  
He has the key to the Abyss.  Is he the same angel (star) who had the key to the abyss in Revelation 9 when the Locust-like fallen angels were released in the First Woe?  It is not actually said.  He has the key to the abyss however just as the angel did in Revelation 9.
This angel has a great chain in his hand.  This chain is strong enough to bind Satan, the most powerful angel God ever created.  Obviously, this is a spiritual chain of some power.  He has the key that will open the abyss and the restraint to put Satan into it.
It does not say that there is any smoke at the opening of the abyss as there was in Revelation 9, but it is very probable that the smoke was actually the presence of the horde of angelic fallen locusts that flew out in the First Woe (5th Trumpet).  The darkness that was seen as volcanic might have been the result of the escaping angels.

Here, there are no escaping angels and in fact at this time every single fallen angel and demon are bound to the abyss (and possibly Hell).  They are taken out of the Earth’s domain and mankind is given 1,000 years of peace.

He laid hold of the Dragon, which is the fallen cherub Satan.  He is the “old serpent” that tempted Eve in the garden.  He is the serpent and dragon and the Enemy (Satan).  He is the accuser (devil) of the brethren.  He bound him a thousand years.  The evil that Satan and his cohorts inspire will be bound with them for a thousand years of peace.  There will not be any demonic temptations.  There will be no influence of the Devil during this new age of Jesus Christ’s reign.
He is cast into the Abyss and shut up.  The abyss is closed and locked and a seal is set upon him.  He is not allowed out and a seal of God is put upon him personally.   He and all who followed him will be bound during this time.  The nations will not be deceived during this time and Jesus Christ, the Truth will lead the Earth back into restoration.
The thousand years is a set time by God that cannot be violated by anything demonic.  Satan is stuck in the abyss until the thousand years are accomplished.  He will be set free for a little season afterward as the last of the rebels will rebel and sin is purged from the universe and in particularly, from the Earth.
Revelation 20:1-3 (AMP) “1 THEN I saw an angel descending from heaven; he was holding the key of the Abyss (the bottomless pit) and a great chain was in his hand.  2  And he gripped and overpowered the dragon, that old serpent [of primeval times], who is the devil and Satan, and [securely] bound him for a thousand years.  3  Then he hurled him into the Abyss (the bottomless pit) and closed it and sealed it above him, so that he should no longer lead astray and deceive and seduce the nations until the thousand years were at an end. After that he must be liberated for a short time.”
This unnamed angel shall lay hold of the Dragon and hurl him into the abyss.  The evil of Satan and his followers being bound for a thousand years allows Jesus Christ to bring a restoration to the Earth and the human race.
This marks the beginning of the Millennial Reign of Jesus Christ on planet Earth.  The Kingdom of God will no longer just be in believers’ hearts, but will be literally the power of the Earth replacing all the governments of the Earth as the King of Kings rules from Jerusalem.  Here are some quick references to that time when all shall know the Lord and the Saints literally are joint-heirs with Jesus Christ and will help Him rule and restore the human race.  There will be no open sin and there will be no killing or war.  They will quit making weaponry.
Isaiah 2:1-5 “ 1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.   2 And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.   3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.   4 And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.   5 O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the LORD. “

Isaiah 11:6-9 “ 6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.   7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.   8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice' den.   9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. “

Amos 9:11-15 “ 11 In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins, and I will build it as in the days of old:   12 That they may possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth this.   13 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt.   14 And I will bring again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them.   15 And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith the LORD thy God.”

Satan will be released for a little time or in the Greek, micros chromos.  It is not a specific amount of time, but it will be a short amount of time.  Many believe it will be perhaps 3 ½ years because of the times given in Daniel concerning the 2nd half of the Tribulation.  There is also the idea of a time and times and half a time, which would put this perhaps at just one year.  Either way, we are not told specifically how long he will be released, but it does not take long to raise up rebels against Jesus Christ and the Kingdom.

Note that the saints of God that come back with Jesus Christ will help rule and reign with Jesus with a rod of iron during these thousand years.  Those who overcome and come back with the Lord have a part of this kingdom.
Revelation 1:6 “ And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 
Daniel 7:18 “But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever.“
Revelation 2:26-28 “ 26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:   27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.   28 And I will give him the morning star. “

Revelation 20:4 “ And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. “

This is the judgment of the nations that the saints of God will help judge with Jesus Christ.  Literally, we who are part of that First Resurrection will also be given our own thrones and will judge the nations.  This is the same vision that Daniel saw in Daniel 7.  

Daniel 7:8-10  (KJV) “ 8 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things.   

9 I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire.   10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened. “

Quite literally, the judgment of the nations occurs here and the saints will sit upon thrones by Jesus and will assist in their judgment.  It is not the Great White Throne judgment that the saints sit, but this is over a thousand years before where the nations must be judged.

First he sees the thrones and the ones that sit upon the thrones, and they are seen in Daniel as the saints.  Judgment is given to the ones on the thrones, and these are the ones who were resurrected and caught up at the beginning represented by the 24 Elders.
John then sees a second group which are the “souls” that were martyred by beheading in the Tribulation who refused to take the Mark of the Beast.  These are two distinct groups that he separates, and yet they share the promise of the “First Resurrection” and the freedom from the Second Death.  

They are noted after the ones on the thrones, but are given special significance for they resisted taking the Mark of the Beast and died for their testimony of Jesus Christ.  Revelation 13:15-16 “ 15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.   16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: “
These are given special honor.  They are the souls under the altar that were crying out, “how long?”

There are some questions that arise here because they are said to be souls here as well as when they are mentioned before, but they have part of the first resurrection at the same time.

Revelation 6:9-11 “ 9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. “

The martyrs for Jesus Christ are included in this section and they are said to also have part of the first resurrection.  

This is the scripture that gives hope that the martyrs who missed the catching away of the church is resurrected as some point.  They are also said to nave part of the first resurrection and because of that, the Second Death (Lake of Fire) has no power over them.

That their status is different is seen in previous scriptures.  They are said here to reign with Christ a thousand years along with the ones who are seen on the thrones.  The question on their status comes from the differences seen in those who are in the catching away of the church, and those who miss that event who were lost or lukewarm at the time of the “rapture”, and then are martyred.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 “ 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:   17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.   18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.  “

Revelation 2:25-27 (KJV) “ 25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.   26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:   27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. “

The ones who are caught up and hold fast to what God has given to them are the same who watch and pray in Luke 21 and miss the Tribulation.  They will return with Jesus Christ to planet Earth as seen in the armies of heaven in chapter 19.  But what of the martyrs who refused the mark and was murdered for their testimony?
Revelation 7:13-17 (KJV) “ 13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they?   14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.   15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.   16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat.   17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. “  

The martyrs who are waiting upon Babylon to be judged that rejoices earlier in chapter 19 do have part of this blessing even though they never have the “sun” light on them again and never leave the throne room of God.  This has to be balanced against the scriptures here who say that they also are with the ones who did go in the “rapture” in the beginning as helping reign with Christ a thousand years and not being touched by the Second Death for they have some part with the First Resurrection.

This gives hope for an eventual resurrection, even though they are still “souls” here and not resurrected yet.  The full truth of this is clouded.  

Revelation 20:5-6 “ 5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection.   

6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. “

The “dead” without Christ are in a holding place known as Hell or Hades.  They do not live again until the thousand years are finished.  They will be raised in the Second Resurrection so that they may stand and be judged.  

It may be that the martyrs will be resurrected in some future date.  It may be that they do have part of the Kingdom so are also said to reign with Christ, however they are still souls at this time and cannot leave the throne room of Yahweh, the Father.  And in fact, the earlier text says that Jesus wipes away their tears away and that they never leave the throne room, so they cannot come back to Earth during these thousand years.  Yet they have a part of it, so the second death has no power over them.  
Souls would have substance in the 3rd Heaven where God’s throne is, where they are said to be.  That is a spiritual realm and a spiritual soul would exist there substantially.  Those who are resurrected and translated at the beginning of the Tribulation need a spiritual body to return to planet Earth with Jesus Christ.  

The resurrected spiritual body is flesh and spirit instead of flesh and blood.  It is the body like Jesus has and similar to that of the angels.  It might be that when New Jerusalem comes down as a bride that the martyrs will be in it.  Heaven will intersect with Earth in New Jerusalem as it is not actually entirely physical, but a spiritual and physical city simultaneously.  In fact, it breaks some laws of gravitation by being a cube of a mass that size (300 miles cubed).  Although it has been suggested that the New Heaven and New Earth gives new laws of physics which allows it, it is more likely that it is an intersection of a part of the pandimensional 3rd Heaven existing on Earth.
That would allow spiritual “souls” to be a part of the inheritance of Jesus Christ and reign, and yet keep the prophecy of serving the Father day and night forever before the throne.  Then again, they might be resurrected at another time, but they do not leave the throne room.  IF THEY EVER GET RESURRECTED BODIES, WE ARE NOT TOLD WHERE IT OCCURS.
The text says that all who live during the 1,000 years are part of the First Resurrection.  This is significant.  It means that all the ones on the thrones who ruled and all of the martyrs are all in the Book of Life.  They have part of the life of God.  Jesus declared that He was the resurrection and the life, and all those who live during the 1,000 years have JESUS CHRIST and are a part of the First Resurrection.  

All who have part of the First Resurrection are first Blessed, and secondly Holy.  It is the presence of Jesus Christ in our lives that gets us to this place where we are both blessed and holy.  

A KEY POINT is that all those who have part of the First Resurrection are priests of God the Father, and priests of Jesus Christ the Son of God.  Yes it is true that the Father and Son are one, and when we serve Jesus Christ, we are serving God.  But there is a point beyond that.

The saints that were resurrected at the Midnight Cry to come to the Marriage Supper that you see in Matthew 25 and 1 Thessalonians 4 are those who were either the “dead in Christ” or those who had made themselves ready and was watching and praying.  Those shall serve Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

The saints who were not born again yet, or were lukewarm or even backslidden when the trumpet sounded and was not ready and did not go, but repented during the Tribulation will serve God the Father in the throne room in the 3rd Heaven.  The ones on the throne will be kings and priests on Earth helping restore and rebuild the survivors on the Earth, and the ones who were martyred during the Tribulation and did not take the “mark” will serve God the Father.  Both are blessed and holy and have part of the First Resurrection, so the Second Death will have no power over them.

 Note also that there is another class of people that will be a part of the Kingdom of God.  The natural people that are still in fleshly bodies that refuse to take the Mark of the Beast and survive to see the Second Coming of Christ will live under the rule of Jesus and the saints for a thousand years.  Those nations who refuse to give into the temptation of the Devil when he is released (given to us in the next few verses) will live on forever in the state that mankind was supposed to live in.  There will be a new heaven and new earth and literally there will be no more sin.
The nations will serve the Lord and literally have access to God through the city New Jerusalem on this planet.  New Jerusalem is the home of the saints of God.
Who do the saints serve as priests to on Earth?  Who do they help Christ to reign?  There will be survivors of the holocaust of the 7-Year Tribulation that will rebuild the Earth.  These people will be the first ever since Adam and his wife to experience the true peace of God without a world of sin pressing upon them.
The millennial reign of Christ is a fascinating study all in itself found in many of the Prophets of the Old Testament.  Health will be better and there will be no violence and no weapons during this time.  Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace will enforce the peace and bring back hope to the world.

In fact, the lifespan of people shall grow where a 100-year old will be considered a child.  But those who live that long and refuse to quit sinning will be accursed.  Isaiah 65:19-20 “ 19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying.   20 There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed. “
This will be another factor in the repopulation of the Earth.  The death rate will be almost non-existent except for those who willingly rebel and sin during Jesus’ reign.  The sinner being 100 years old will be “accursed.”  In fact, he will be put to death if he willingly commits “death” sins.  This is further backed by Isaiah 11.  Isaiah 11:2-5 “ 2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. 5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. “
To those who just don’t decide to rise up against Jesus and blatantly sin, they will live in peace and abundant life during the thousand years.  The meek literally shall inherit the Earth thanks to Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ shall balance things finally and then things become truly fair, and life will be good and right to live.  He will slay with His lips those who hate righteousness and want to be wicked.  He will speak and they shall die.  THERE SHALL BE DEATH IN THE millennium FOR THE WICKED.
People will rebuild and live well under Jesus’ reign.  There will be good life and joy for those living in these days upon the Earth while natural human men and women enjoy the blessings of the very supernatural God living on Earth and literally hearing them.  

Isaiah 65:21-25 “ 21 And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. 22 They shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 23 They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with them. 24 And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD. “

They shall rebuild the devastated Earth and people shall plant again and the Earth will bring forth the fruit of their labors.  And God will make it enjoyable to work.  Man will not labor harshly with the sweat of his brow being the theme, but shall at this time enjoy the work that they do.  Mankind will also not labor in vain, for God shall prosper what they do.
Women will not go into the jaws of death as they do now at childbirth.  They and their offspring shall be the blessed of the Lord.  Isaiah 65:23 (AMP) “They shall not labor in vain or bring forth [children] for sudden terror or calamity; for they shall be the descendants of the blessed of the Lord, and their offspring with them.”
The curse on the Earth and Adam and Eve shall be reversed
by the very presence of Jesus Christ and His Kingdom.

Isaiah 65:21-25 (CLV) “ 21 And they build houses and dwell in them, and they plant vineyards, and eat their fruit."  22  They will not build, and another dwell; they will not plant, and another eat. For as the days of the tree of life {according to the Septuagint, Arabic Versions, and the Targum) are the days of My people, and their handiwork shall be worn out by My chosen."  23  They shall not labor for naught, nor shall they generate for decadence. For the seed of the blessed of Yahweh are they, and their offspring with them."  24  And it comes, ere they are calling, then I will answer; they are still speaking when I will hearken."  25  Then a wolf and a lambkin will graze alike, and the lion, as the be eve, will eat crushed straw, and the serpent has soil for its bread. They will not do evil, nor ruin in all My holy mountain, says Yahweh."

When people pray, Yahweh (God) shall answer their prayer before they are finished speaking.  The Kingdom of God shall be on Earth literally and shall be everywhere.  There will be no spiritual resistance, for God has put that resistance down at this time.  People will know true faith without doubt.
If the supernatural peace is only near Jerusalem and the holy mountain (Mount Moriah), or if it is now the whole Earth as Jesus has brought Mount Zion in Heaven (the Kingdom of Heaven) to Earth is not totally clear.  But it shall be a phenomenal time on Planet Earth.

The curious note about dust being the serpent’s meat arises.  Snakes are hunters.  Do they become like earthworms, or are they even allowed to live since they wind up eating dust and not hurting anything again?  The serpent is connected to the actual Devil and demons biblically.  When telling that spiritual serpent in the garden (Genesis 3:15) that he would eat dust, there seemed to be a connection to actual physical snakes.  There is another usage to the Genesis reference about demons “devouring” the dust of mankind (carnality) that man is made from.  That is not the case here, as it is a limiting factor put on serpents, and demons will be bound at this time.  Genesis 3:14-15 (KJV) “ 14 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. “
It is a curious side-point in Isaiah.  It seems to be a continuation of the curse of Genesis 3.  

Isaiah makes mention of the New Heavens and New Earth in Isaiah 65 and 66).  In Isaiah 65:17, it is a reason for much rejoicing forever, or an eternal source of joy.  In Isaiah 66:22, it is used again as showing eternity and how the offspring of Israel shall endure forever throughout the ages just as the New Heavens and New Earth.  In the New Testament, 2 Peter 2:12-14 tells us that the timing of this time of new creation of a New Heavens and New Earth shall be after the Earth is inundated by fire in God’s Judgment (the Battle of Gog-Magog), and that it will be where righteousness dwells.  He further exhorts us to seek God’s righteousness if we want to be a part of that time.
The Isaiah 66 reference also gives us some interesting points about the Millennial Reign of Christ.

Isaiah 66:22-24 (NASB) " 22 For just as the new heavens and the new earth Which I make will endure before Me," declares the LORD, "So your offspring and your name will endure.  23  "And it shall be from new moon to new moon And from sabbath to sabbath, All mankind will come to bow down before Me," says the LORD.  24  "Then they will go forth and look On the corpses of the men Who have transgressed against Me. For their worm will not die And their fire will not be quenched; And they will be an abhorrence to all mankind."

· The offspring of Israel shall continue through the Millennium and throughout the later New Heavens and New Earth.  

· Understanding that salvation is through faith in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, God’s Paschal Lamb, there will still be memorial sacrifices given on the special Sabbath Days in worship to the Lord directly to Jesus in Jerusalem.

· All mankind, and not just the Jewish Nation shall come and bow before the Lord on Earth.

· Worship will be direct unto God and will be seen and experienced by all on the Earth.
· They will during this time be able to look upon the unquenchable fire of Hell and see the ones who rebelled against Yahweh, and they will be an abhorrence to all mankind.   

· From worship to God physically being there through the Messiah to the ability to see into Hell in some places, there will be a lot of reason not to sin and commit iniquity.

The presence of God and true worship of Jesus and the returning blessing of God upon mankind shall become the norm, and not the exception.  And though there is worship and the saints serve as priests, there are some very interesting differences in what we have today operating in the church.

The need for prophecy shall be over.  The need for tongues shall be over, for Jesus Himself will be here and will move and answer and use the Saints of God to minister to the people directly.

1 Corinthians 13:8-10 (NASB) “ 8  Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.  9  For we know in part and we prophesy in part;  10  but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.”

Ephesians 4:10-15 (NASB) “ 10 He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.)  11  And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,  12  for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;  13  until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.  14  As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;  15  but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,”
There will be use anymore for prophetic gifts such as prophecy, tongues (glossolalia), and words of knowledge shall pass away for Jesus Christ will be here physically.  He shall lead.  The revelation of Jesus Christ is the spirit of prophecy, and Jesus Christ the living Word (prophecy) shall be on the Earth guiding its peoples.  
The saints of God shall be kings and priests (and judges) to the people here.  But the 5-fold ministry shall be passed away as well for all have come to the unity of the faith and the mature or perfect knowledge of Jesus the Son of God to the fullness of Christ.  The work of the ministry is to bring people to they are here when Jesus comes and finishes the work.  Jesus is the one who brings the Kingdom.  We are to preach and teach the Kingdom until He returns.
Revelation 20:7-8 “ 7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, 
8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. “

Note that when Satan was bound, an unnamed angel came with a chain and bound him into the abyss.  We are not told the details of how he is released, but he cannot be released until God allows after the thousand years are finished.  There must be a completion of time under the reign of Christ where these people learn and understand the love and peace that comes from God’s reign on Earth.  They will then be given the choice of good (Jesus) or evil (rebellious self-will) just as Adam was.  Their salvation or judgment will be much swifter than those of the original Garden.

It is interesting to note that according to Isaiah 59 the nation of Israel will never backslide again, but will have the New Covenant, and the word of God that God will place in their mouth will be in their seeds mouth and in their seeds mouth on and on.

Isaiah 59:19-21 “19 So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the west, and his glory from the rising of the sun. When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against him.   20 And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD.   21 As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth and for ever. “

Once the entire surviving Nation of Israel comes into the New Covenant through their faith in Yeshua Messiah, the entire nation will be born again.  They will all know the Lord and not backslide again.  This is further backed by Jeremiah 31.

Jeremiah 31:31-34 (NASB) "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,  32  not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them," declares the LORD.  33  "But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  34  "They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."

However, other nations outside of Israel have been procreating during the thousand years and the population of the Earth has now increased and filled the Earth once again.  These repopulated children of other nations outside of Israel will be raised during the peace of Christ, and will have a very serious test at the end of the millennium.  
When the thousand years are fulfilled, Satan is allowed a “short or little season” (20:3) in order to seduce any who are willing to rebel against Jesus Christ.  Think about our knowledge now, and add a thousand years of progress.  Mankind will have advanced greatly by this time and the temptation will be given to rebel and go his own way.

The abyss or bottomless pit is a zone of outer darkness that is a literal prison for angelic beings.  According to Jude and 2 Peter, it is currently the prison of the angels that sexually sinned with the daughters of men (Genesis 6) and created the race of nephilim (the Fallen Ones, sometimes translated giants).  During the thousand years, it will hold much more than the original fallen angels who sinned sexually (The Watchers of Enoch).  It will be the prison of Satan himself.  It is a place of outer darkness within Hades (Hell).  It is a part of Hell, but is separate also being a deeper prison within for powerful fallen angels.

Satan will go out to deceive the nations (ethnos).  Even though it is suggested that Satan and his angels will be loosed, it actually only says that Satan is loosed.  Jude 1:6 talks about the fallen angels being held until the Day of Judgment of the Great Day, so these other fallen angels might not be released with Satan.

They go to the 4 quarters (and yes, the Bible declares that the Earth is round like an orange with quarters) of the Earth.  The Devil and his forces will seduce all from all points of the Earth that can be deceived and will rebel against Jesus Christ.

Note though that the rebellion begins and centers around Gog and Magog once again.  The lessons of the past are forgotten with the passage of time, and out of the nation of Russia the rebellion will gain power.  Gog (the leader of Russia) and Magog (Russia) will lead the rebels against Jesus Christ and Jerusalem and the Saints of God.

This is the evil force of people north of the Caucasian Mountains in modern-day Russia.  It seems that this once land and people of barbarians went through a period of Christianity, but the Eastern Orthodox Church went much the way that the Roman Catholic Church did and got too closely involved with the Russian Aristocracy.  This fed the discontent of the Russian people that the Lenin and his followers used to raise the people in the Russian Revolution and literally outlaw Christianity and in fact, outlaw Jesus Christ himself.  

It had returned once again to an evil society that opposed God and His righteousness.  When the Iron Curtain fell, there was a brief surge of Christian Evangelism.  BUT RUSSIA ALWAYS HAD A REMNANT OF UNDERGROUND BELIEVERS THAT SHOWED THEMSELVES WHEN THE WALL FELL.  And although there were a few good years, it seems that the powers that be there along with other criminal forces have brought persecution back into play.  Also, it seems that their government has decided to placate Muslim forces growing from the south and now it is becoming Antichristian in a religious sense through Islam.

They will side with the Islamic Jihadists in the Last Generation of the Last Days and invade Israel being a cover for Islamic invaders.  They will be devastated twice in the Tribulation.  The Day of the Lord will see most of Russia’s military forces destroyed.  Ezekiel 39:2 says that only a sixth part of their military survives and does not go to Armageddon.  Here, 2,000 years living under the love and care of Jesus Christ, this land becomes the center of the rebellion against God once again for the literal FINAL BATTLE.
At the end of this age of peace, all who will be redeemed will stand with Jesus and all who wish to rebel will stand against Jesus.  The technology at that time will be so great that they dare to think that they can defeat God.  Plus their numbers will be so great that it will be like the sands of the sea.

This is astounding when you consider that these people have lived and been brought up in the love of Jesus Christ.  They have known true peace and love on the Earth.  They have seen the lion lay down with the lamb.  They have known the blessings of God under Jesus Christ.  
There are those with the backing of ultra-liberal psychologists who blame their society or environment or their evil parentage for the evils that they have committed.  They try to negate the idea of evil in mankind and say that everyone is basically good unless society or religion or parents make them evil, and then they are not truly evil but sick or misunderstood.    They claim that they are not evil, but forced into this lifestyle – a product of their environment.  IT WILL BE SHOWN HERE THAT MAN IS EVIL BECAUSE HE CHOOSES TO LIVE THAT WAY.  We choose if we want to be selfish and evil, or if we will choose God and His love.  That is the real choice, and we all must make it for ourselves.
The environment will be perfect with perfect peace and harmony.  There will be love and blessing and the work that people do will be pleasure.  Yet, after just a short of temptation from Satan, there is a group who was raised in holy love that is ready to attack Jesus Christ and the saints of God.  
Yet for a great number of them, the desire for sin is so great that when given the motivation of the temptation of Satan comes to sin, they will follow Gog and Magog into the literal final battle against Jesus Christ and the saints.  Their pride in their own knowledge and power (over a thousand years ahead for us) will convince them that they can win.  They have forgotten about the lesson of the past and Armageddon.  
Note that this is the FINAL BATTLE and NOT ARMAGEDDON.  This is the BATTLE OF GOG-MAGOG.
Revelation 20:9 “ And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. “

Ezekiel 38 and 39 speaks of 2 different invasions of Israel in the Last Days by Gog and Magog.  The second one in Ezekiel 39 is at what is called Armageddon.  That could be dubbed the first Battle of Gog and Magog.  But actually, there is more than just Russia involved in that very short war.

This is the full-blown Battle of Gog and Magog or War of Gog and Magog.  I read one commentator call it the battle of Gog and Magog II.  I would think of it as the 2nd War of Gog and Magog.  Either way, Armageddon will seem small in comparison of size and scope of this attack on Jerusalem.
Revelation 20:9 (AMP) “  And they swarmed up over the broad plain of the earth and encircled the fortress (camp) of God's people (the saints) and the beloved city; but fire descended from heaven and consumed them.”  
This is a “lot” of people and is a bigger slaughter than what you see at Armageddon.  Yes, many are vaporized in Armageddon, but many will die and have toxic bodies that the birds will eat and people will have to mark and bury for safety’s sake.  Here, God just consumes them all with a flood of fire falling out of heaven.  
God has done this before in smaller measures such as the captains and their fifty soldiers (102 in all) who fire consumed when Elijah called for help from the Lord when they came to get him in 2 Kings 9-15.  In Genesis 19:24-26, God rained fire out of heaven and literally consumed Sodom and Gomorrah and all the cities of the plain save Zoar who God saved in response to Lot’s plea.  

That area which includes much of the lower Dead Sea covers was consumed by fire.  Literally fire fell down over an area that would require a number of nukes by our standards today.  Vaporized globules of gold have been found in that area which was once jewelry or furniture, but the gold vaporized and only a hollow golden orb is all that survives.  

Much of the minerals that make up the Dead Sea come from this devastation of the land that so flaunted its lusts and idolatry and lack of compassion for their neighbors that God devastated them cataclysmically.  

God promised mankind that he would never flood the Earth with water again, but the next time it will be with fire.  I do not know what kind of ark will keep the faithful ones to God safe, but they are kept safe when God floods the Earth with fire.  If God uses a fire-proof version of an Ark or takes them into His safety zone, we are not told.  We do know that multiple nations shall be saved and live the way that humanity was supposed to live before sin on into the end of ages when New Jerusalem comes to Earth.  
2 Peter 3:10-13 “ 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.   11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,   12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?   13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. “

Here, Peter shows the Day of the Lord being connected not only with Armageddon, but the fiery melting of the Earth that leads to the New Heavens and New Earth.  There are a thousand years and a little season between those two events, yet to God they are the same thing.  Remember that a thousand years is as a day to the Lord.

The fire comes down out of Heaven from Yahweh Himself.  This is no super-technology.  This is not natural.  This is the supernatural God overpowering the force and numbers and the advanced technology of mankind a thousand years ahead.
Just as the as the age of the church is basically a gap between the crucifixion of Jesus Christ and the 70th Week of Daniel in Daniel 9:24-27 (around 2,000 years known as the Last Days), so the thousand years of peace is the “day of rest” for those between the Day of the Lord or the War of Armageddon and this last rebellion and war here of Gog and Magog.

The Battle of Gog and Magog is post-millennial.  

2 Peter 3:3-7 “ 3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,   4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.   5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:   6 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:   7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. “

The next time that God floods the world in judgment, it will be a flood by fire.  This is what precedes God leaving his current time of “rest” and begins creation again as New Heavens and a New Earth is created as God renews creation removing the scars of sin and judgment. 

The devastation of the Earth from this FINAL BATTLE will be so great that God must start creation again.  Also, the Great White Throne Judgment is coming where all evil is absolutely removed from this universe and cast into the Lake of Fire.  God will then begin the work of creation again and the world will be made pure again.   The Heavens and Earth shall be as it was supposed to be before sin corrupted it.

Isaiah 51:6 “ 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished. “

Matthew 24:35 “ 35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. “

Zephaniah 3:8-9 “ 8 Therefore wait ye upon me, saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey: for my determination is to gather the nations, that I may assemble the kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy.   9 For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one consent. “

This is an event where the fire comes from the presence of the Lord and will devour all of God’s enemies.  This is the final destruction of those who would rebel against God.  Their rebellion actually is the last sinful act you see ever happening in scriptures.  After this, you have the Great White Throne Judgment and the doom of those whose names are not in the Lamb’s Book of Life.
The world will be purged by fire, and this current Heaven and Earth shall pass away.  God will restore it unto a New Heavens and New Earth.

This will be a flood of fire to where the actual “elements” shall melt.  This sounds like some kind of nuclear event that is not the normal fission or fusion we know of today.  The elements are melting in a supernatural fire.  It shall prevail against the Devil and against the technology and might of humanity over a thousand years in our future.
Our God is a consuming fire.  This is stated in the Old Testament when they stood under the mountain of fire when God gave His commandments to Moses for his people Israel.  It is still true and here more applicable for we have received the Kingdom of God literally and been to Mount Zion – the real one where heaven intersects with our lives.

Hebrews 12:22-29 (NKJV) “ 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels,  23  to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect,  24  to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel.  25  See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did not escape who refused Him who spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him who speaks from heaven,  26  whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has promised, saying, "Yet once more I shake [60] not only the earth, but also heaven." [61]  27  Now this, "Yet once more," indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain.  28  Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may [62] serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.  29  For our God is a consuming fire.”

Revelation 20:10 “ 10  And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. “

This is the end of the Dragon who led the rebellion of 1/3 of the angels, and led the rebellion of mankind on the planet he once ruled as a cherub of God before he fell.  This is the doom that has been prepared for Satan and his angels.

Isaiah 14:9-16 “ 9 Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations. 10 All they shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also become weak as we? art thou become like unto us? 11 Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and the worms cover thee. 12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 15 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. 16 They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; “

Ezekiel 28:12-19  “12 Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty.   13 Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.   14 Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.   15 Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.   16 By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.   17 Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee.   18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.   19 All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more. “

The abyss will not only give up the Devil, but all the fallen angels and demons that have been bound.  Jude 1:6 “ And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. “
Note that it is noted that the Lake of Fire is already the place of torment that the Beast and False Prophet are already trapped.  They have been there over a thousand years longer than anyone else including Satan.  Besides the points that the Bible makes on this torment being forever and without ceasing, this is a good point that the Beast and False Prophet has been there over a thousand years before anyone else is and they are still being tormented.
The torment of the Lake of Fire is more than that of the holding prison, Hell (Hades).  The torment of the Lake of Fire is constant day and night forever and ever.  Unto the ages of ages this torment shall continue.  The Lake of Fire is literally a place outside of our universe, for the universe is now going to be cleansed of all sin and its effects.  God will do a work of creation to repair the damage and all evil is now put outside the universe in the Lake of Fire where there is torment.

Note that this doom was not intended for mankind, but for Satan and his angels.  It is when man decides to reject Jesus Christ and refuse the gift of eternal life and forgiveness that he decides to follow Satan by following himself and his sin.  That choice also brings the doom of Satan who led man into sin originally.

Matthew 25:40-41 “ 40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.   41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: “

Matthew 25:46 “ And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”
Revelation 21:8 “ But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. “

It is interesting that Satan is the first one mentioned after the Beast and False Prophet are cast there.  He will be cast first and his angels.  The one who led the rebellion against God and righteousness will now be the first to reap what he has sown.  The universe will witness this, the mightiest angel ever created humbled before Jesus Christ and God the Father and be cast into eternal torment.

Satan will be humbled before the universe and even the ones who he deceived.  He will be brought down to the ground and humbled.  Satan will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord and bow before Jesus.  

Philippians 2:9-11 “ 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Satan will not rule in Hell.  Dante’s Inferno could not have been more wrong.  Satan shall not rule in Hell, but he will be the most tormented and humbled in Hell.  

All those who are tormented with him shall be astonished at how he has been brought low.  His pride will be humbled.  
He shall be tormented day and night forever and ever or throughout eternity (the ages of the ages).

This is the strongest way that the Bible uses to show eternity.  It is not just Satan, but also the Beast and False Prophet who is tormented day and night throughout eternity.  Understand this: that we receive according to our works, these three have the worst works imaginable in all of creation.  They will all be punished without relief for all eternity.  

The Bible doesn’t talk about different circles of Hell as some poets and certain religions teach, but it is sure to have harsher punishments for the more wicked.  We receive justly according to our works, and all those works are recorded without failure.  SATAN IS THE WORLD’S “BIGGEST” LOSER OF ALL TIME, AND WILL BE TORTURED BEYOND ALL OTHERS WHO FOLLOWED HIM.
Revelation 20:11-12 “ 11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 
12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. “

THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT:  this is the judgment of the Great Day.  This is the judgment that you do not want to be in, for if you are a part of this judgment then you are damned and have no hope at all.
· This is the Lord God’s throne – it is the “Great” throne
· Jesus Christ is the One who sits upon it – it is the Son of God.

· He is given judgment because He is also the Son of Man and the Father gave Him judgment

· This is the same throne in Revelation 4:4, but the word “megan” is added to it meaning “GREAT”
· The throne is great because this is the FINAL JUDGMENT from GOD.
· It differs from the throne in the “bema” seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10) or the thrones of the saints in Rev. 20:4.
· The throne is white representing pure righteousness and holiness.

· This judgment comes directly from the Throne of God and this judgment is eternal.

· There is no higher court or judge, so there is no appeal.

John 5:22-30 “ 22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:   23 That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him.   24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.   25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.   26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself;   27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man.   28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,   29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.   30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.  “  

JESUS CHRIST is sitting on the throne and there is nowhere to hide from this judgment.  You cannot hide from Him no matter where in the universe you run.  He is there and He will call the ungodly to this judgment.  You cannot escape this unless you are forgiven by the blood of Jesus Christ.
Be you human or angel or demon or any created being, there will be no hiding place found for you that can possibly hide you from the Ancient of Days.  He is GOD and He will bring you to this judgment.  The time of grace and mercy has passed.  You are either holy and redeemed, or you must stand before God in this judgment.  

There is only one way that a man or woman can escape the Great White Throne Judgment, and that is through faith in Jesus Christ where your name is placed into the Book of Life.  The Book of Life is the absolute determinate on if you are forgiven or damned.  Every sin and iniquity shall be revealed before all.  Nothing shall be missed.
John witnessed the “dead” of all classes and powers stand before God in this judgment.  You will not talk your way out of this judgment.  You will not be wealthy enough or powerful enough or smart enough or wise enough to get out of this judgment.  If your name is not in the book of life, then you will stand before God in this judgment.
Jesus has already stood as the sacrificial lamb of God for all who have believed upon Him for salvation.  But now, we are to the point where there is no more grace.  There is no more hope.  There is just judgment.
THE FACE OF GOD IS GIVEN GREAT EMPHASIS HERE.  Remember that when Moses asked, God let him know that he could not look at the face of God in His glory or he would simply die.  We think of Yahweh (Jehovah God) being God the Father.  We see Him on the throne many times as the one who showers glory in His presence.  But we do not think of Jesus Christ so much as being “God”, although the Word clearly says that He is.

Here, Jesus Christ, who is one with God and is God (John 1:1-2) who created all things for His pleasure is the one whose face is so terrifying.  
The face is the revealing of God’s glory.  At that face the Heavens and Earth melt.  The heavens and earth flee away and there is no hiding place.  Before His presence, the heavens and elements melt away.

Nahum 1:5 “ The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. “

Amos 9:5-6 “ 5 And the Lord GOD of hosts is he that toucheth the land, and it shall melt, and all that dwell therein shall mourn: and it shall rise up wholly like a flood; and shall be drowned, as by the flood of Egypt. 6 It is he that buildeth his stories in the heaven, and hath founded his troop in the earth; he that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the earth: The LORD is his name. “

Psalms 97:5 “ The hills melted like wax at the presence of the LORD, at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. “

Isaiah 51:6 “ 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished. “

The dead both great and small will stand before GOD.

The cherubim and holy angels stand before him.  We have seen the multitudes of saints represented by the 24 elders stand before him in white.  We have seen the Tribulation Martyrs who were slain for the testimony of Jesus stand before Him in white.  We have seen the 144,000 taken up in the middle of the Tribulation stand before Him.

However, these who stand before the Great White Throne do not stand themselves in the white of righteousness.  They are guilty and there is not found a place for them in all the universe to hide.  They do not wish to be standing there, but there is no choice now.
All those who are not already in white before God must stand before God and His Great White Throne and be judged.   It is so much better if we do it before this judgment through the blood of Jesus Christ and stand in Jesus’ righteousness.  See, we will stand in God’s white of His righteousness if we come through Jesus Christ.  Otherwise, there is the future doom seen here where all those whose names are not written in the Book of Life must stand before this Great White Throne and be judged.  The terrible thing is that those who stand here will be given clear evidence of why they are being damned and shown their own guilt.

The books where opened.  What books?  The books of remembrance for one are opened where every thought and motive and deed have been recorded for all creation.  Quite literally, everything from thoughts to actions has been recorded.  Nothing shall be overlooked and all shall be shown and heard.  All who are there shall be judged according to their works.  The works shall be made known to all for they have all been recorded in the books of remembrance.  

Records are kept for the righteous and unrighteous and we shall all be judged according to our works.  

Matthew 16:27 “ For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.“

Romans 2:4-6 “ 4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds: “

Ecclesiastes 12:14 “ For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”
Malachi 3:16-4:1 “ 3:16 Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name. 17 And they shall be mine, saith the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 18 Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not. 

4:1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.”

Daniel 7:10 “ A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened.”

The Word of God will have a part in this coming Great White Throne Judgment.  It shall be there and those who have rejected Jesus Christ and not received the gospel shall be judged by the Word that Jesus has spoken.  The Bible or Word of God shall stand against those who have rejected it and Jesus Christ.
John 12:48 “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. “

2 Thessalonians 1:8-10 “ 8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:   9 Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;   10 When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day. “

Mark 16:15-16 “ 15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.   16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. “

There is another book separate from these books:  The Lamb’s Book of Life is opened at this judgment.  
The book of life is the key to if you will face this judgment and the Second Death or have Eternal Life through Jesus Christ.  If your name is in the book of life, then you have life and will not stand here.  The absence of their names in the book of life is the one sin over all that will condemn those who stand before God in this judgment to an eternal death of the Lake of Fire.

Luke 10:20 “ Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven. “

Philippians 4:3 “ And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life. “
Those whose name is not in the Book of Life were people who were never born again, or who were born again and their names were blotted out when they became an apostate.  Both categories will be standing here without their names in the Book of Life.  Those whose names were blotted out will be actually in a worse place than those never saved.  They had the truth and walked in Jesus once, but turned away and fell from the truth rejecting the gospel.  This is equal to blaspheming the Holy Spirit.
Revelation 3:4-5 “ 4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. 5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. “

Revelation 22:19 “ And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.  “

1 Timothy 4:1-2 “ 1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;   2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; “
2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 “ 9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,   10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.   11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:   12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. “
2 Peter 2:20-22 “ 20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.   21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.   22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. “

Romans 1:16 “ For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. “

Romans 1:18 “ For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; “

Romans 1:21-22 “ 21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.   22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,   

Romans 1:24-32 “ 24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves:   25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.   26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:   27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet.   28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;   29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,   30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents,   31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:   32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. “
The decision found in this judgment will be final and there will be no appeals!  The judge of the universe is giving a final judgment according to their works.  It will be totally righteous and just.  This judgment is for eternity with no escape.  

They are judged according to their works.  This is reiterated in the next verse for emphasis.

Those who have escaped this judgment have come through the most wonderful advocate, Jesus Christ the Son of the Living God.  Those who have believed upon Jesus have forgiveness of sins and do not have to stand before God in this judgment.  The church and all those during the Tribulation have stood before Jesus in the bema Seat or Throne of Jesus and received rewards for their works.  Everyone is judged according to their works, either good or bad.
Matthew 16:27 “ For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works. “
Revelation 2:23 “ And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works. “

Hebrews 9:27 “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: “
Revelation 20:13 “ And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. “

THE SECOND RESURRECTION:  Resurrection of those who have died without Jesus Christ in their lives.
· The sea and death and hell delivered up the dead that were in them.  

· The bodies that were in the Earth whether in the oceans and waters or in the Earth,   

· If they are freshly dead, bones, or dust, or vapor does not matter.  

· The point is that God will take from the Earth and create new bodies for the souls of the ones that death and Hell deliver up. 

Revelation 20:13 (AMP) “ And the sea delivered up the dead who were in it, death and Hades ( the state of death or disembodied existence) surrendered the dead in them, and all were tried and their cases determined by what they had done [according to their motives, aims, and works].”

They have to be resurrected in order to stand physically in the physical 4-dimensional universe just as the righteous saints did over a thousand years before this (so they could return with Jesus to reign with Christ on the Earth).  

The sea is mentioned.  This is the Greek word tha-la-sah, which is the “sea” such as the Red Sea or Galilee or Mediterranean.  This is also the word used when speaking of the “Beasts” coming out of the sea of humanity, and the “many waters” that the Dragon sat on in Revelation 17:15.  So, does this mean just that the bodies in the sea gave up the dead bodies in it, or is this a reference to the many waters and many peoples around the globe that this references?    

Souls have substance in the 3rd Heaven and also in Sheol, whether the former paradise section which was moved into Heaven when Jesus resurrected, or in the current Hades torment side of Hell.  Jesus made it abundantly clear that Hell is real and actually preached more about Hell than Heaven for He just didn’t want anyone going there.
Luke 16:23-26 “ 23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.   24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.   25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.   26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.  “ 

This was not a parable, and Jesus even said that there was a certain rich man and named a beggar man named Lazarus.  Besides, a parable is a true natural story showing a spiritual truth.  This was a spiritual truth from beginning to end, but it is still a “real” situation which even a parable would show.  But these were particular real men and a real example.

In Hell (Hades – the torment side of Sheol), he lifted up his eyes.  He had his senses including touch, taste, and sight, and hearing.  He was burning in tormenting flames.  Keep in mind, this is an unresurrected soul.  This is before the Great White Throne Judgment and the Second Resurrection.  In the spiritual realm of Hell, these souls have reality.  

Hell is a spiritual realm that is a temporary holding jail that holds the souls until the Great White Throne Judgment.  The only time a human is let out of Hell is to stand before God before being sentenced forever to the Lake of Fire and Brimstone.
Before Jesus’ resurrection, Paradise and Hades was both a part of Sheol (realm of death).  The abyss or great gulf separated the two compartments.  Since Jesus raised and led captivity captive and led those in paradise into the 3rd Heaven to await the First Resurrection, there is now only in Sheol the compartments of “Hades” and the Abyss.  

Ephesians 4:8-10 “ 8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) “

Note also that Hell increases its size when it is needed.  

Isaiah 5:13-16 “ 13 Therefore my people are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge: and their honourable men are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst. 14 Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it. 15 And the mean man shall be brought down, and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled: 16 But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness. “

DEATH and HELL “gave up” their dead.  Death gave up their bodies, and Hell gave up their souls.  The soul and bodies were reunited in the Second Resurrection.  

Jesus has the keys to Death and Hades, and that is declared in Revelation 1:18.  He now uses that authority over Death and Hell to command them to give up their dead.  It is also interesting to note that both death and hell are themselves cast into the Lake of Fire as enemies of God as well.
Since the unrighteous stand before Jesus Christ before His Great White Throne, it is likely this is occurring in the 3rd Heaven.  This raises an interesting point.  If souls have substance in that dimensional realm we know as the 3rd Heaven, then why do they have to be resurrected at all to stand and be sent to the Lake of Fire?
It seems that it is necessary to give people a supernatural body before they are cast into the Lake of Fire.   Then again, it might be that God is casting the “whole” person into the Lake of Fire.  The Beast and False Prophet were cast bodily into the Lake of Fire.  Perhaps God wants to put the entirety of a person into the Lake of Fire.

Every single man is judged according to his own works.  You cannot blame society or your church or preacher.  You cannot blame your parents or your spouse or children or friends.  You cannot say that this one hurt me or that one tempted me.  You cannot even blame the Devil because you are the one who decided how you would answer temptation.  You will be judged according to your own works.
Hebrews 2:3 “ How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; “

Hebrews 9:27 “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: “
Psalms 9:8 “ And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness. “
The most hidden secrets of the heart will be exposed openly.  Romans 2:16 “ In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel. “

THIS IS NOT A TRIAL.  THIS IS A SENTENCING.  God already knows about your life.  THE TRIAL WAS HELD IN YOUR LIFE WHEN YOU MADE YOUR DECISIONS.  God knows already the circumstances that brought you to the decisions you decided to make.  There is no reason to weigh evidence, for the evidence shall be open and the judgment of God shall be given.
If you are standing before this Great White Throne, then you are already damned.  If you came out of the torments of Hell, then you are already damned.  However, the level of punishment will be decided by your works.  There really is only one punishment for sin, and that is death.  Sin has always brought death.
Genesis 2:17 “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”   (Hebrew literally says, “dying you shall die”)    
Ezekiel 18:4 “ Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die. “

Romans 6:20-23 “ 20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness. 21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death. 22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. “

James 1:13-15 “ 13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: 14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. “

UNDERSTAND THAT THE PENALTY FOR ANY SIN WHATSOEVER IS THE SECOND DEATH.  SIN IS WHAT STARTED physical and spiritual death.  

Even in this world, there are different levels of penalty and curse that comes with certain offenses.  Iniquities (such as adultery, idolatry, homosexuality, murder, witchcraft, sorcery, drug abuse) are spiritual sins and literally curse you and your home and the land where it is performed.  This is different than simply sins, which are transgressions of God’s laws.  This is why you see Jesus on the cross dealing with both sins and iniquities.  Isaiah 53:5 “ But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. “
When a nation’s iniquities come to a full, the land will vomit them out.  Leviticus 18:24-25 “ 24 Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you: 25 And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants. “
The baseline penalty for all sin is “death”, and these who stand before the Great White Throne are facing the Second Death.  But within that, there are rewards to the evil which they have done according to each of their works.
But we will receive rewards (either good or bad) according to our works.  The Lake of Fire shall be hotter and more severe for some than for others.  It will be horrifically painful for anyone who finds themselves trapped there for eternity.  Eternity is a long, long time.
Revelation 20:14-15 “ 14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 
15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. “

Who has been named to go to the Lake of Fire so far?

· Beast

· False Prophet

· Satan

· We can add to that the fallen angels and demons with him

· The dead without Christ whose names are not in the Book of Life

· The dead from the Earth new or long dead reconstituted bodies with their souls

· The dead from the seas are reunited with their damned souls

· DEATH ITSELF IS CAST INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE

· HELL (Hades) which includes all of Sheol and even the Abyss
· Literally, anyone not written in the Book of Life was cast into the Lake of Fire

There will never again be a need left for a Hell.  All the prisoners of Hell will have been thrown into the Lake of Fire.  The filth and corruption that has dwelt in Hell will be destroyed here along with any demons as it is cast into the Lake of Fire.

Death is an enemy.  We know that death is a result of sin, and when there is no sin there is no death.  But Death itself is personified into a “spirit”.  Is there a “Spirit of Death” or “Spirits of Death”?  

The Bible portrays Death as an actual enemy.  A true enemy is an entity that is moving with purpose.  It is not impersonal, but a personal entity.  Jesus overcomes this enemy and in fact, death is the “last” enemy that Jesus conquers.  

Isaiah 25:8 “ He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD hath spoken it. “

Romans 6:9 “ Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. “

Revelation 21:4 “ And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. “

Revelation 6:8 “ And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. “

1 Corinthians 15:23-26 “ 23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.   24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.   25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.   26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. “

The last enemy to be destroyed is DEATH.  Death is our enemy, and it will be the last one destroyed and literally put to death.  

Everything that is evil is cast into the Lake of Fire.  Satan and his 1/3 of fallen angels, and the demons and unclean spirits, and the souls of men and women who have rejected Jesus Christ and walked their own way (becoming evil) and all things evil are literally cast into the Lake of Fire.  
This tells us that the Spirit of Death is evil in itself, for only things that are evil are cast into the Lake of Fire.

All of these are “cast”.  It is truly doubtful if any of them just marched or danced into the pit of outer darkness and judgment, but they are literally cast into the Lake of Fire.  There was no choice.  Once judgment is given, it is carried out.  They were cast into the Lake of Fire.

Being cast into the Lake of Fire “Is” the Second Death!
It has been said that if you are born twice, then you die only once.  If you are only born once, then you die twice!

Hebrews 9:27 “ And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: “

If you receive the “new birth” and believe upon Jesus Christ for forgiveness of sins, then the Holy Spirit has birthed you into the Kingdom of God.  

John 3:3-8 “ 3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. “

Revelation 20:6 “ Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. “

Revelation 2:11 “ He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death. “

The Lake of Fire is where all evil is locked into outside the coming New Heavens and New Earth.  The New Heavens and New Earth will be free from sin and evil.  The universe is going to be restored to its original righteous state and the scars and pains and hurts of the older sin-filled universe will be forgotten.  Remember Isaiah 25:8 – already quoted.

Revelation 7:17 “ For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. “  

Revelation 21:4 “ And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.  “ 

2 Peter 3:13 “ Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. “

This is the absolute end of sin and evil.  Evil when it is finished brings forth death.  This is the Second Death.  It is eternal separation from God, and sharing the same doom as Satan.  It was never meant for humanity, but when human beings reject God and His love and righteousness by rejecting His only begotten Son then they share the doom of God’s enemy.  Sin makes us the enemy of God.  God wins.
Matthew 25:41 “ Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: “

1 Corinthians 16:22 “ If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha. “

If your name is not in the book of life then you were not born again.  If your name was blotted out of the book of life, then you were born again, but turned into apostasy away from Jesus Christ and literally blasphemed the Holy Spirit.  An apostate’s name is no longer there, but has been blotted out.  Except for a very few names, the church at Sardis almost quit being a church and had fallen into apostasy.  We are living right now (2011 at this writing) in the Great Falling Away or Apostasy.  There are many who have departed from the faith.  You cannot depart if you do not have it.
1 Timothy 4:1-2 “ 1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; “

Romans 1:18-22 “ 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, “

2 Peter 2:20-22 “ 20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. “

2 Peter 3:9 “ The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. “

Matthew 7:13-14 “ 13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. “

Later verses open more understanding on the Lake of Fire as we shall see.

Revelation Chapter 21
New Heavens and New Earth
Revelation 21:1-2 “ 1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.   

2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. “

God rested on the 6th Day.  According to Hebrews 4, God is still enjoying that “day of rest” or Sabbath.  You see 2 times of recorded creation occurring on Earth before our era.  Genesis 1:1 declares that God created (Hebrew ba’raw) the heavens and the Earth.  Genesis 1:1 (AMP) “ IN THE beginning God (prepared, formed, fashioned, and) created the heavens and the earth.” 
Hebrews 11:3 (KJV) “ 3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. “

The Earth and stars and planets were created and finished right there.  The word means to literally make from nothing.  Later on, we see the Earth flooded and dark, and God brings life back (He tells them to “replenish” or refill the Earth) to the Earth, and as His last act of creation at this time, He forms Adam (mankind) and breathes His Spirit into Adam’s nostrils and man became a living soul.  
God began His Sabbath or day of rest at that point.  Genesis 2:1-2 “ 1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. “
Hebrews 4:1-11 “ 1 Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. 2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 3 For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For he spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all his works. 5 And in this place again, If they shall enter into my rest. 6 Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was first preached entered not in because of unbelief: 7 Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 8 For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day. 9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. 10 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his. 11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. “

He did not have to begin creation again after Noah’s Flood.  The land creatures were protected in the ark, and the sea creatures unharmed.  The plant life was there when the waters receded.  But after the Battle of Gog and Magog, the Earth will have been flooded with fire.  God used an ark with Noah’s Flood, but we are not told how the righteous mortal humans survive this fiery flood.  

Afterward, God creates a “new heaven” and a “new earth”.  This new heaven and earth will have all scars from the former acts of sin removed from it.  It will be new again and good, without the evils that marred this universe.  
Remember that these verses are the first since Genesis 1:2 that has seen the universe without sin.   There is no evil in the universe whatsoever at this point, and the creation brings pure good as creation was in the beginning.
Prepared is the Greek hetoimazo, which is the same word that Jesus used when saying that He was going to prepare a place for us in John 14:2-3.  This is the home that Jesus went on to Heaven to prepare for the saints.  It means to make ready, prepare, and make all the necessary arrangements so that something is ready.
John 14:2-3 “ 2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. “
Hebrews 11:16 “ 16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. “
It is also used of the church as the Bride of Christ that made “herself” ready for the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.  This is different from the City New Jerusalem, but is in Revelation 19 the church and Old Covenant Saints at the Marriage Supper.  
Revelation 19:7 “ Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. “
The Life Application Bible Commentary presents us with a chart that is helpful to understand the vast difference in the world of sin compared to this literal new age of creation.  It compares the fall of Genesis with the rebirth of the universe of Revelation 21.

THE BEGINNING AND THE END
The Bible records the beginning of the world and the end of the world. The story of mankind, from beginning to end—from the fall into sin to redemption and God’s ultimate victory over evil—is found in the pages of the Bible.

	Genesis
	Revelation

	The sun is created.
	The sun is not needed.

	Satan is victorious.
	Satan is defeated.

	Sin enters the human race.
	Sin is banished.

	People run and hide from God.
	People are invited to live with God forever.

	People are cursed.
	The curse is removed.

	Tears are shed, with sorrow for sin.
	All sin, tears, and sorrow are gone.

	The garden and earth are cursed.
	God’s city is glorified, the earth is made new.

	Paradise is lost.
	Paradise is regained.

	People are doomed to death.
	Death is defeated, believers live forever with God.



 
I will add three more differences to the LABC listing on the Beginning and the End:

· In Genesis, humanity is barred from the Tree of Life  

· In Revelation, humanity is given access to the Tree of Life.

· In Genesis, the language of man is confused through their rebellion

· In Revelation, humanity is brought together to sing praises to Jesus together

· In Genesis, mankind is separated from God by sin

· In Revelation, mankind is atoned to God and sin removed
Genesis and Revelation is not so much the “beginning” and the “end” of the story, but instead it is the beginning and then the “new beginning” of a new story of God’s love to mankind and the world He created.
The Apostle John “saw” a new heaven and new earth.  One wonders just how new and different it really is.  

Revelation 21:1-2 (ALT) “ 1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth passed away. And the sea is not [any] more [fig., the sea no longer exists].  2  And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, having been prepared like a bride having been adorned [for] her husband.”

The time of the current universe of galaxies and stars and nebulae and this current Earth has come and gone.  It’s time is over and there is a renovation of the universe occurring here.  They have passed away which mean the current heaven and Earth went away and is gone.  Roberstson’s Word Pictures connects this with the “fled away” of Revelation 20:11, where the face of Jesus Christ at the Great White Throne Judgment was so powerful that heaven and Earth fled away.   

The word heaven here is singular and not plural.  It is the stars and planets and not the 3rd Heaven of God and the angelic realm.  These are the galaxies of outer space.  There are other prophetic predictions about the current cosmological state passing and a refreshed, renewed heaven and Earth taking their place.
Jesus prophesied that heaven and earth would pass away.  Matthew 24:35 “ 35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. “  

Isaiah 51:6 “ Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished. “
Hebrews 1:10-12 “ 10 And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: 11 They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as doth a garment; 12 And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail. “
Hebrews 12:26-27 “  26 Whose voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. 27 And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. 

Here, not only is mankind redeemed, but the universe and Earth is also redeemed and made new again.  The old world of sin has passed away and not it is made new again.  The old world of sin went away or fled away from the face and presence of Jesus Christ, and now Yahweh is making everything new again.  It is as it was before Satan’s Rebellion.
We shall see later that possibly even the laws of physics have seemingly even been changed (such as the gravitational constant of the universe perhaps) because a 300 mile cubed city cannot exist on the Earth without its own gravity collapsing it into a sphere.  Dr. Hugh Ross of the website “Reasons to Believe” suggested this, and it certainly is a possibility considering the “new nature” of the universe and the current laws.  But an alternate explanation is that the 300 mile cubed New Jerusalem is literally a 300 mile cross section of pan-dimensional heaven intersecting our planet and 4-dimensional physical reality.
On a side note 1 Enoch 45:4-5 mentions a renewed heaven and earth as well.  Enoch was quoted by both Peter and Jude, and some scholars sees a connection to that prophecy and this one.  

1  Enoch 45:4-5 “ 4. Then will I cause Mine Elect One to dwell among them. And I will transform the heaven and make it an eternal blessing and light
5. And I will transform the earth and make it a blessing: And I will cause Mine elect ones to dwell upon it:  But the sinners and evil-doers shall not set foot thereon.”

The very configuration of the Earth and its land masses and water and atmosphere is now made all new.  There is no more sea.  The oceans are changed.  If there are large bodies of water (such as oceans) that will exist or not is not clear, but the current oceans are no more.  There is a reconfiguring of land and water.
Right now, roughly 70% of our surface is covered by oceanic and sea waters.  30% of our surface is solid land.  This will change.  To what degree is not specifically said but the current oceans and seas are gone. 
Many students believe that there will only be fresh water throughout a garden Earth.  This is very likely, but not specifically said.  It is strongly implied by the text however.  It seems that God is creating a world that is Eden-like throughout with rivers and fresh water and lakes dominating instead of current ocean-dominated model we have.
Either way, the old Earth has passed away, and now John sees a “new” heaven and Earth that has replaced the old.  God has begun a new work of creation and all things are literally become new.
Holy City New Jerusalem

Revelation 21:2 (AMP) “ And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, all arrayed like a bride beautified and adorned for her husband;“

Babylon the Great Whore was a greater Babylon than the original city Babylon.  It was a system that sat in all the major cities of the world and literally was world-wide.  The dualism is seen here in a greater city than Jerusalem.  This is not a revamped Jerusalem built in latter times, but a GREATER HOLY CITY than Jerusalem.  

The name Jerusalem itself means “set you a double peace”  or “teaching of peace”.  According to a better word study lexicon, “HEIGHT or foundation of peace” is a better translation.  Shalom is peace in Hebrew.  Yawraw can mean to point or teach, or to rain (rain of peace is another possible meaning within the name) (as in a flowing of water) also.  YarawShalom is the proper pronunciation of the name.
This “New” Jerusalem is literally a HOLY CITY because it has literally come out of Yahweh’s 3rd Heaven.  It is the “home” that Jesus said He was returning to Heaven to prepare for us in John 14:2-3.  In fact, it is a 300 mile cube of the 3rd Heaven that now intersects on the face of the physical Earth where you see a blending of the physical and spiritual realms.  This is literally something that has never occurred before.
This is literally that “city” not made by hands that the righteous has sought by “faith”.  Hebrews 11:8-10 “ 8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. “

This is the inheritance of the Saints of God.  We are joint heirs with Jesus Christ and this is the Kingdom of Heaven come to Earth literally.  New Jerusalem shall be our home forever.  Romans 8:16-17 “ 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. “
Luke 22:28-30 “ 28 Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations. 29 And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me; 30 That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. “

The Wedding Supper has been completed and the wedding of the bride united with the groom has occurred.  And now, the decked out bride of Christ is coming home to be ever joined with Jesus Christ, the groom.

The church was exhorted and exhorted by Jesus Christ to make yourselves ready and make sure that you had the wedding garment.  The 5 wise virgins had their lamps trimmed and their vessels filled so that they would be ready to come when the Midnight Cry was given to come to the Marriage Supper.  We know from the past chapters that the church and the Old Covenant Saints are blessed because they have part of that Marriage Supper.
The bride of Christ was exhorted to make sure there was no spot or wrinkle.  Ephesians 5:26-27 “ 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. “
2 Corinthians 11:2 “ For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. “
Romans 7:4 “ Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God. “
Matthew 25:5-10 “ 5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. “

Revelation 19:7-9 “ 7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God. “

Most Christians recognize that the church is referenced many times in the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.  The church has been adorned here with the white linen of holiness, which is the wedding garment.   The church is in part the Bride of Christ, and the wedding garments is the righteousness of the Saints.  In Revelation 19:7-9, the Bride of Christ is the saints of God.  But here, it is not just the church that is referenced by the bride.  Remember this is the same book and writer and the same vision.  This is just a deeper understanding of the same thing, the Bride and the promised city (home of the saints) is the adorned bride of Jesus Christ.   
The understanding that the church is to make herself ready for that marriage is usually known.  HOWEVER, THIS IS ONLY A PART OF WHO THE BRIDE IS.
NEW JERUSALEM, WHICH IS THE HOME OF THE RIGHTEOUS ‘SAINTS OF GOD’ IS LITERALLY THE “BRIDE OF CHRIST”!
It is not just the church who is the Bride in this Wedding, but it is our home New Jerusalem coming down to Earth with the Saints that is the glorious Bride of Christ.  This is the Kingdom of Heaven or God that is promised that will come to Earth.  It is an everlasting Kingdom with no end.  It is the promise of the Saints and the Church.
New Jerusalem is glorious, clothed in the splendor of the righteousness of the Saints.  This is the fulfillment of many prophecies as the Kingdom of God comes upon the Earth as an everlasting kingdom with Jesus as the King.  This is the home of the saints and the promise fulfilled.
This is the fruit of the patience of Jesus Christ.  It is what the pain and suffering He endured was for.  It is the salvation of mankind and the redemption of those who would believe upon Him and the joy of a sinless future with Jesus.  It is the fellowship of God and man together forever.  Hebrews 12:1-2 “ 1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. “

Philippians 3:13-14 “ 13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. “
This is that joy that Jesus looked to.  This is the prize that we are to look to as we follow Jesus Christ.

The cross led to this.  Faith in Jesus Christ leads to this.  Walking in the Spirit and keeping ourselves in the love of God leads to this.  This is the glorious city and people of God who shall forever be “MARRIED” to Jesus Christ.  We shall be in eternal covenant and there will be nothing that shall ever break that bond again.
Revelation 21:3 “ And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 
4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. “

This is the fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles.  The Millennial Reign also showed that of course, but now it has become permanent.  Heaven is literally among mankind on Earth.  Physical men shall live in proximity to the literal 3rd Heaven as New Jerusalem is a part of Heaven on Earth.  It is the only real Heaven on Earth.
Ezekiel 37:27 “ My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they shall be my people. “

The literal dwelling place of God shall be among mankind and they shall be His people.  They will be able to worship Jesus Christ in person.

Revelation 21:3-4 (CLV) “ And I hear a loud voice out of the throne saying, "Lo! the tabernacle of God is with mankind, and He will be tabernacling with them, and they will be His peoples, and God Himself will be with them.  4  And He will be brushing away every tear from their eyes. And death will be no more, nor mourning, nor clamor, nor misery; they will be no more, for the former things passed away."

Revelation 21:3 (AMP) “ Then I heard a mighty voice from the throne and I perceived its distinct words, saying, See! The abode of God is with men, and He will live (encamp, tent) among them; and they shall be His people, and God shall personally be with them and be their God. “

The picture of a totally different world is being painted for us here by John’s vision.  Quite literally, there will be no struggle to know the will of God or a struggle to keep the Word of the Lord.  Mankind shall know the Lord and shall be His people and He shall tabernacle among them.  Also, those of us who have a part of the First Resurrection will have our home with Jesus Christ here in New Jerusalem.  

The promise that God gives about wiping the tears from the eyes of the martyrs who suffered under the Antichrist is now expanded to literally everyone.  God wipes away all tears and there will be no depression; there will be no sadness; there will be no struggle to just survive.  God’s presence brings beauty and love and life and comfort.  

People shall know their God.  There is no confusion or superstition or idolatry, for the true Living God shall be among them.  His light shall light the world and all shall know the Lord personally.
Once again, this is why we do not need the spiritual gifts of prophecy or tongues or interpretation of tongues.  For the same reason, we shall not need the 5-fold ministry, for Jesus Christ is literally and physically here among mankind and He is their God.  

Everyone will know the Lord and God shall abide with mankind on Earth.  The resurrected Saints of God shall be priests unto Jesus unto the physical people that shall live here.  People will come and go out of the city and visit the Lord directly.  His glory shall be such that His light shall fill the whole Earth.

These descriptions give us a vision of a very different Earth, although it is the same physical Earth.  There has been a renovation.  But it has a new form and creation has occurred once again to bring life once more.  The former earth with all of its pain and sin and death is now passed away.  It has had its time and it is no more.  There is a new form that has taken that is as it would have been without sin.
There shall be no more death or loss.  There shall be no more crying.  There will not be any more sorrow.  Pain shall even be a thing of the past.  This is what the world was like the Garden of Eden before the Fall.  
The former things (our world and troubles) shall be passed away.  The troubles and pains and death shall be passed away just as the former Earth and heaven (universe).  It is as it was in Genesis 1:1.  All is good for God has made it so.  Mankind has literally had sin taken from them and the curse is broken and reversed.  And now, mankind lives with God.  

Isaiah 65:16-19 “ 16 That he who blesseth himself in the earth shall bless himself in the God of truth; and he that sweareth in the earth shall swear by the God of truth; because the former troubles are forgotten, and because they are hid from mine eyes. 17 For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. 18 But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. 19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying. “

There are certain apocryphal books that go along with this idea that suggests that the stars are 7 times brighter.  That is an interesting thought, but whatever the outcome it looked radically different enough for John to see its difference.  The sinful world that the Earth currently is has so changed toward Godliness that quite literally, the present world has passed away.  
It shall look different and shall be different.  John “saw” a new heaven and new earth, so it was visibly very different.
The things such as death and sorrow and loss that sin brings shall be a thing not even to be remembered anymore as God has made all things new as He states in the next verse.
Revelation 21:5 “ And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful. “

Genesis begins the Bible with the creation of the heavens and earth, and Revelation ends this story with a new creation where all things are made new.  God brings it back to where He made it in the beginning.  
Understand that it is not just the Earth that has gone through this transformation and redemption, but it is all of the created universe that is made new.  It is not just the world of the Earth that is new, but the heaven is new also.  

Yahweh states plainly that He makes all things new.  This is not some things, but all things.  Even humanity is different as they have lost their sin nature.  God has created again, and it is all good.  

All that is in this universe is now “new”.  The description given here by John gives certain hints that things look different and are different from the current universe.  John did see a “new heaven or galaxies and stars” and a “new earth”.  

Revelation 21:4-5 (AMP) “4 God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall be no more, neither shall there be anguish (sorrow and mourning) nor grief nor pain any more, for the old conditions and the former order of things have passed away.  5  And He Who is seated on the throne said, See! I make all things new. Also He said, Record this, for these sayings are faithful (accurate, incorruptible, and trustworthy) and true (genuine).”

This is God, the Creator, who has made all things new speaking.  New is the Greek kainos which is to make fresh and unused, recently made.  It is a brand new world that we, the saints shall enjoy.  Not only the saints, but the natural humans of nations and Israel on the Earth from this time on shall enjoy this new world.  This is life as it should have been.  It will be an amazing thing to live life in a way that is always constructive and enjoyable.  The things that cause men and women to tire with life will be no more.
Not only does God restore the world to make everything new, but the goodness and newness remains.  There is no sin to bring death and entropy.  ENTROPY is the physical law that more organized systems tend to degrade to less organized systems.  Things get old and fall apart.  This physical law is directly connected to the infection of sin in the universe.  It brought death and entropy is the slow wasting of the universe as a result.
God makes all things new and the sin that brought us things like death and entropy is not even remembered anymore.  The universe will remain good and new.

God says, “Write:  for these words are true and faithful.”  It is interesting that this is the name that is on Jesus Christ in Revelation 19, True and Faithful.  Jesus Christ is the living Word or Logos of God.  And God’s Word is true and faithful.  You can totally count on this occurring and coming to pass.
Only God can declare the end from the beginning for He is already in the future now as much as He is here with us in this time now.  He transcends time.  When God says it is so, it simply is so without any doubt.

THE EMPHASIZED MESSAGE FROM GOD:
Revelation 21:6-8 (KJV) “ 6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 
7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 
8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. “

· It is finished – God’s work of Redemption is finished here
· Jesus Christ’s identity – Alpha and Omega
· A promise to those thirsty for God – access to the Water of Life freely
· A promise to overcomers – God will be their God and they will be His children
· A fearful Warning to those who reject Jesus Christ – the Lake of Fire which is the Second Death
· A listing of the damned’s works is given – the works of the flesh:  fearful, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, whoremongers, sorcerers, idolators, and all liars
It is done or finished.  This is the same as was said about the Day of the Lord in Revelation 16:17 when the 7th Vial is poured out upon the Earth.  It is finished is also what Jesus Christ said on the cross when He took all of humanity’s sin upon Himself and fulfilled the Law by dying for us.  Here, what you see on the cross is completely fulfilled here in creation as the work of redemption is completed and the universe is now sin-free and “new”.
Who finished it?  The ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE BEGINNING AND THE END finished it.  Yahweh, the Creator who stands outside of time and space has made the entire universe whole and new.  Creation shall be as He designed it to be in the beginning.  It is finished.
Both God the Father and the Son are referred to as the Alpha and Omega because they are together ONE GOD, YAHWEH.  Yahweh, the I am that I am is the one who literally exists when there is no time, before time if you will.  He is the only truly eternal God.  He is the Alpha and Omega and created it and existence owes its life and being to Yahweh, the I am. Revelation 22:13 “ I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.”
1 John 5:4-5 “ 4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? “

Jesus Christ, who was literally “slain from the foundation of the world”, now finishes the work of creation after bringing the completion of “redemption”.  The good shepherd now is able to literally feed all and give the water of life to all.  The universe who was willing to be redeemed has now been redeemed.  Those who are saved are there, and those who rejected Jesus and rebelled are removed from the universe and will be no more here again.
Jesus said this when He walked on the Earth with his disciples.  John 4:14 “ But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. “
John 6:35 “ And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. “  

Please take note of this.  God is speaking to those who are thirsty!  He wants the thirsty to come to him.  He wants to give those who will thirst after God and His life these spiritual waters.  It is God’s desire to save you and give you the abundant life in Jesus Christ.

John 7:37-39 “ 37  In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.   38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.   39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.) “

John 10:10 (KJV) “ The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. “

Revelation 22 repeats this water of life promise that He will give of the river that flows from God.  Revelation 22:17 “ And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”   

But here in chapter 21, the Lord uses the word “fountain” specifically just as Jesus did in John 4.  To the believer now who is a part of the Kingdom of God, the Holy Spirit is an artesian well of the waters of life.  But there is coming a day when literal waters of life will be given to those who live on the Earth during this age of God.
Joel 3:18 “ And it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains shall drop down new wine, and the hills shall flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and a fountain shall come forth of the house of the LORD, and shall water the valley of Shittim. “
Matthew 5:6 “ Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. “

Isaiah 12:3 “Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation. “

The spiritual life in God that comes from the Holy Spirit when we believe in Jesus Christ are those spiritual waters.  God says here that He will give to drink literally anyone who is thirsty and willing to come to him.  At this time, the world will come to the Lord for this life.
Jesus Christ the Son of God is a gift to us from Yahweh the Father.  These spiritual waters are the Holy Spirit which is a gift from Jesus the Son unto us.  The Father gave us the Son who in turn gave us the gift of the Holy Spirit.  He flows through us to give to us that satisfying waters of life.

He that overcomes shall “INERIT” all things.  We are literally joint heirs with Jesus Christ and shall inherit the Kingdom of God with Jesus the King.
Romans 8:15-17 “ 15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.”

1 Peter 1:3-4 “  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, “
This inheritance of the Kingdom is incorruptible, for it is part of God’s new order that shall never fade away.  Never again will things run down and die from entropy, but all things shall be and remain new.  Our inheritance is connected in with that and we shall be joint heirs with Jesus Christ because of our active faith in Jesus Christ.
Yahweh shall be their God and Jesus Christ (God the Son) shall reign among men and all shall know the Lord personally in person.

Isaiah 65:9 ” And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains: and mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants shall dwell there. “
Matthew 19:29 “ And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. “
Matthew 25:34 “ Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: “
We are His children, adopted by the Holy Spirit into the family of God.  We are joint heirs to Jesus Christ, and are the children of God if we be those who overcome.  WE SHALL BE GOD’S SONS OR CHILDREN.
1 John 3:1-3 “ 1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. “
Galatians 4:6-7 “ 6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.”

Romans 8:14 “ For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. “
There is a very personal way in how the Lord is speaking here, “and he shall be ‘my’ son.”  This is a very loving and personal thing that God desires for you and me.  It is up to us to walk in faith to be an overcomer to have it. Those (as John says) who have this hope purifies themselves for God is pure.  
Do you want this?  Do you really want this?  Then your lifestyle shall reflect it and Jesus will already be your Lord.

2 Corinthians 6:17-18 “ 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. “

After this wonderful promise is given to those believers who are overcomers, we see the contrast of this prophecy manifest itself again.  THE CONTRAST HERE BETWEEN VERSES 7 AND 8 IS BETWEEN THOSE WHO INHERIT THE KINGDOM AND ALL THINGS WITH CHRIST, AND THOSE WHO ARE DAMNED WITH NO HOPE WITHOUT CHRIST.
Then the Lord goes into a description of those who will have part of the Lake of Fire and suffer the Second Death.
Those who are not written in the Lamb’s Book of Life

Revelation 21:8 (NASB)  "But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death."

1. Fearful (cowardly) – deilos - afraid to come out of the world and be a witness for Jesus Christ
2. Unbelieving – apistos - those who do not believe upon Jesus and live by faith
3. Abominable – bdelyssomai - those who live lifestyles that God particularly hates – iniquities
4. Murderers – phoneus - those who take life wrongfully
5. Whoremongers – pornos – immoral persons
6. Sorcerers – pharmakeus – witches who use sorcery and drugs to open doors for demons to attack
7. Idolators – eidolotres – worshipers of any other god outside of Yahweh
8. All Liars – pas pseudes – “all” false ones or all those who tell untruths

· The “fearful” or spiritual cowards shall find themselves in the same category as immoral people and idolators.  

2 Timothy 1:7-8 “ 7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; “

The fearful or cowardly does not speak of people just being afraid in general.  But it speaks to those who are not willing to be counted for Jesus in public.  It counts to those who are not willing to deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow Jesus.  It speaks to those not willing to suffer with Jesus from persecutions for being a Christian.  To those who deny Jesus before men, Jesus will deny them before the Father.
We are to be witnesses in this world for Jesus Christ.  Romans 10:9-10 “ 9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. “
1 John 4:15-16 “ 15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. 16 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. “

This also applies to those who in fear of others turns from the “Way” and turns back into the world.  Those who are “fainthearted” and not stable that turn away from the Lord after starting in “this way” is not worthy for the Kingdom of Heaven Jesus said.  

Luke 9:61-62 (NKJV) “ 61 And another also said, "Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house." 62 But Jesus said to him, "No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." 

James 1:6-8 (NKJV) “ 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. “

You cannot be two-souled or double-minded and overcome.  A two-souled or double minded person is unstable in all their ways.  If you turn back and do not stand, but faint, this warning on the fearful applies to you.  

John 12:25-26 (NKJV) “ 25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor. “
Luke 17:32-33 (NKJV) “ 32 Remember Lot's wife. 33 Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. “
God has not given to us a spirit of fear, but of POWER and LOVE and self-control or a sound mind.  1 John tells us that fear has torments, and a perfected or mature love of God casts out fear.  When you walk in the Lord, it takes the power of fear out of our lives.  1 John 4:17-19 “ 17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 19 We love him, because he first loved us. “

We can have boldness in the Day of Judgment if we are walking in Christ and His love flows through us.  We can know that we are secure in the Lord.  But, if we are spiritual cowards and not willing to confess Jesus before the world, or not willing to take a stand for Jesus and live godly in this world then Jesus will not confess you and you will not have boldness in the Day of Judgment.  In fact, if you have not stood for Jesus, then you are one of these “fearful” ones who were ashamed or fearful to be recognized with Jesus Christ.
Luke 12:4-5 “ 4 And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. 5 But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him. “

Luke 12:8-9 “ 8 Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God: 9 But he that denieth me before men shall be denied before the angels of God. “
We are actually told specifically that we are to live “by faith”, and that if we draw back that God will have no pleasure in us.  Hebrews 10:38 “ Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. “
There were people such as many of the chief rulers who believed that Jesus was the Messiah, but they were afraid to confess him.  They literally lost their souls because they were afraid of men and losing what they had in the world.
John 12:42-43 “ 42 Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: 43 For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God. “

· The Unbelieving is the fundamental way that people lose their immortal souls.  
In fact, a lack of an active faith in Jesus Christ is the base of losing your soul.  Salvation is through faith in Jesus Christ.  Faith in Jesus through God’s Word is what brings eternal life.  We come to God through Jesus Christ, the living Way.
The fearful is afraid to confess and admit that Jesus is their Lord.  The unbeliever REFUSES JESUS CHRIST, and because of that the sin in their life damns them to the Lake of Fire.  To refuse Jesus Christ and God’s Word (the gospel) is “unbelief” and leads to the Second Death.
John 3:16-21 “ 16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. “

John 14:6 “ Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. “
Romans 6:23 “ For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. “

There is only one penalty for sin really, and that is death.  This is not just physical death, but spiritual death eternal.  The one who refuses to believe and have faith in Jesus Christ for their sins is actually rejecting the Son of God, and through Him rejecting God.  God has given everyone a “measure” of faith, but it is up to us if we use that faith to believe upon Jesus Christ or not.
Romans 12:3 “ For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. “

Those who decide to not believe on Jesus has decided to take the Broad Way that leads to destruction (Lake of Fire).  By rejecting Jesus and embracing your way (sin), you are literally following Satan who manipulated men through their lusts (desire for sinful things).  It is thumbing your nose at Yahweh, the Creator by rejecting His only begotten Son because you love sin more than God.  

Mark 16:15-16 “ 15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. “

2 Peter 3:9 “ The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. “

Matthew 7:13-14 “ 13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. “

We are commissioned to go into all of the world and preach the gospel.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8) to be witnesses unto Jesus, and those who believed shall be saved and all unbelievers shall be damned.  The unbelievers are those who will not believe, and they are here having their part in the Lake of Fire.
· The abominable are those who practice what God considers an abomination or an iniquity which God particularly hates (actually a stink to God).  they have become “polluted” with iniquities.  
Do you remember what the Great Harlot (Babylon) had in her cup?  She had abominations that she gave to drink to the world.  The abominable are those people who have drunk freely of Babylon’s immoral cup and has so corrupted themselves with things hated of God that they were consumed by those evil things.  They become consumed with evil and joy in doing evil things.  God’s good becomes evil to them, for to them evil becomes good.  This is the end of such a life consumed with evil.
The abominable have become polluted with abominations until it becomes the center of who they are.  They are identified by the abomination which polluted them.

An abomination is something that is so against the natural order that God has ordained and against His nature that He literally hates it.  These are corruptive iniquities that literally bring a hatred to God and the things of God.  When a person is consumed by these abominations,, they become abominable and a walking example of something hated by God.

From page 259 of this study guide, a quick list (incomplete) of abominations are given here.
QUICK LIST OF THINGS HATEFUL TO GOD (ABOMINATIONS) found in both Old and New Testaments:

· Idolatry – worshiping false gods and making images to them from passing your children to the fire to falling down before them to calling them gods to burning incense to them.  

· Sacrifice of the wicked – when people are religious without repentance and give their sacrifices in pride.

· A proud heart is an abomination to God and He will resist it.

· Sexual immoralities such as adultery, homosexuality and unclean behavior are abominations.

· Lying and especially bearing false witness and spreading discord among the brethren are hated by God.

· Witchcraft and sorceries and wizardry and enchanting are all demonic and abomination to God.

· Those with spirits of divination (psychic network for example) and those who claim to talk to the dead (really to demons) with familiar spirits (such as channelers or mediums) or necromancers who claim to raise the dead are all abomination to God.  He hates them and they are all demonic in nature and deceptive in character.

· One who lies in business and has double standards because of greed along with the general love of money are abominations to the Lord.

· Hands that shed innocent blood and especially the very innocent of children are abomination to God.

· False religion and lying false prophets are abomination to the Lord.

So, those who have murdered or used witchcraft and sorcery, or false prophets or sexually immoral (such as homosexuality and bestiality and adultery), and those involved in false religion and idolatry become abominable or hated by God.
I recognize that God is love according to 1 John.  But God is also holy and there are times when people so choose to fill themselves with evil and they become identified with that evil.  The evil defines who they are, and that evil is hated by God.  They make themselves through being consumed by abominations abominable themselves.  

The “unclean thing” or abomination will contaminate or pollute your very soul if you give into it.  This is why we are told as the people of God not to touch the unclean thing.  Do not even touch it, for it is a source of spiritual pollution.

2 Corinthians 6:17-18 (NKJV) “ 17 Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you." 18 "I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the Lord Almighty." 

The word abominable comes from the Greek word  bdel-oos-so, which means to detest, abhor, as something that is disgusting and stinks.  It literally comes from a root that means it stinks so badly that it is disgusting.  Spiritual sins or iniquities literally smell bad to God.  They are “foul” and make a person foul when they fill their lives with them.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10 (NKJV) “ 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. “

Galatians 5:19-21 (NKJV) “ 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. “
Revelation 22:15 (NKJV) “ 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. “
Ephesians 5:5-6 (NKJV) “ 5 For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. “

1 Timothy 1:9-10 (NKJV) “ 9 knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 10 for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine, “

Those who have become evil by embracing evil and letting it literally consume them will be removed from God’s renovated universe as well.  It seems that all evil is quite literally removed from this new heavens and new earth and cast outside of the universe into the Lake of Fire.

· murderers who did not repent and gain forgiveness of sins shall have their part of the Lake of Fire.
A murderer is someone who is guilty of taking another human life wrongly (committing a homicide).  Murder can be the result of other works of the flesh such as wrath or rage or hatred and bitterness, or sometimes greed.  Whatever the motivation, it is taking into your hands the judgment of ending a human life which is reserved for God alone.
1 Timothy 1:9-10 (NKJV) “ 9 knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 10 for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine, “

Mark 7:20-23 (NKJV) “ 20 And He said, "What comes out of a man, that defiles a man. 21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 22 thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from within and defile a man." 

Revelation 9:21 (NKJV) “21 And they did not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts. “

Life is a gift from God.  Yahweh blew the breath (spirit) of life (from Himself) into the nostrils of man who he created out of the clay, and man became a “living soul”, or immortal soul.  That life of man comes from God Himself, whereas the souls or lifeforce of animals comes from the Earth.   Ecclesiastes 3:21 (NKJV) “ Who knows the spirit of the sons of men, which goes upward, and the spirit of the animal, which goes down to the earth? “
Genesis 2:7 (NKJV) “ And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.“

Job 1:21 (NKJV) “ And he said: "Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked shall I return there. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; Blessed be the name of the Lord." 

Only God has the right to take human life.  Yahweh is the only true judge of life and death.  If we kill to protect life, then that is not murder.  If someone murders another, then that blood demands blood and their life is forfeit.  This however is not to be taken by an individual in revenge.  Vengeance is the Lord’s, and we are to forgive, but our nation has the responsibility to God to see that innocent blood is answered.  It cries from the ground unto the Lord.
It is not murder to take a life to preserve your life or someone else’s life in defense.  But the murderer owes a great debt, a human life.  This person is unique.  Every person is unique and it is up to God when the “appointment” of death is to come.  If someone takes that into their own hands then they are executing the judgment that belongs to the Lord.  They become a murderer.  No murderer has part in eternal life.
Galatians 5:19-21 (NKJV) “19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. “
Yes, God forgives murderers when they repent and believe upon Jesus Christ, even though many times you still must reap what you sow in this world.  But the unrepentant murderer has their part in the Lake of Fire.

Also, anyone who hates their brother or sister is a murderer in God’s eyes.  There are bitter people sitting on church pews who are not on their way to Heaven because they are holding grudges and bitterness for others and in their hearts, they are murderers and will have their part in the Lake of Fire along with those who literally took someone’s  life wrongly.

1 John 3:14-15 (NKJV) “14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. 15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. “

1 John 2:9 says that if we hate our brother that we are not in the light, but still in the darkness of sin.  1 John 4:20 tells us that if we say that we love God and hate our brother that we are liars.  And here in 1 John 3:15, he tells us that anyone who hates his brother is a literal murderer.
Hatred not only kills love in us, it is the seeds of murder.  Something good has already started to die in us if we can freely give into hatred for our brothers and sisters in the Lord.  The Greek word here is anthropoktonos.  It is also found in John 8:44.  John 8:44 (NKJV) “ 44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.” 
If we truly hate someone, then we will literally wish them dead in our hearts.  And just like the man who commits adultery in his heart, Jesus said that in God’s view he has committed that sin.  When we wish someone dead, then we are actually guilty of their murder in our hearts.   All murderers shall have their part in the Lake of Fire.  
There are no murderers in God’s Kingdom.  There are former murderers who were redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ as the Apostle Paul (Saul of Tarsus as the fanatical Pharisee Zealot who persecuted the church until he ran into Jesus Christ on the Road to Damascus).  But, there will be no one that is an unrepented murderer in God’s Kingdom.  
· Whoremongers or immoral people shall have their place in the Lake of Fire.
Sexual immorality will corrupt you and rob you of your soul if you do not repent.  Although immorality like bestiality and homosexuality are certainly covered in the “abominable” category, those who engage in any form of fornication and adultery are covered here.  Sexual immorality corrupts the soul, and if left in your life will drag your soul into the Lake of Fire.
The word translated as whoremonger or immoral person is the Greek word “pornos”.  We get the word pornography from its root word.  It has in its very name the idea of sexual uncleanness.
The word can include a woman who is a whore, or the male counter to her who is called the whoremonger.  The word means someone who has sexual relations outside of marriage and is engaging in immorality or fornication.  So, it includes any person (male of female) who engages in sex outside of marriage, but especially those who frequently do so, such as prostitutes.
Sexually immorality is also covered in the listing of the works of the flesh in Galatians 5:19-21.  These are said here to be things that will keep you from inheriting the Kingdom of God.  The word translated fornication in Galatians 5:19 is porneia.  The word here for whoremonger is pornos.  There is not a lot of difference in the words.

Galatians 5:19 (NKJV) “ 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, “

Galatians 5:19 (ALT) “  Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, sexual sin, impurity [or, immorality], flagrant sexual immorality,”

Sexuality is actually a gift of God unto man, but it is to be between the committed covenant of a husband and wife.  God separated man in the beginning into male and female, and there is great joy when the two become one flesh again.  The problem is that sin corrupts something that God has made for the good and literally dirties something that was meant to be clean in the marriage bed.
Hebrews 13:4 (NKJV) “ Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge. “

Ephesians 5:5-6 (NKJV) “ 5 For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. “

To suffer the Lake of Fire is to suffer the “wrath of God”.  Don’t let anyone deceive you with empty words, you shall not get away with fornication and immorality, or idolatry.  You won’t get out of it, but it will bring the judgment of God upon your own head.  Temporary sexual pleasure in sin not only chokes out true love out of our lives, but it will bring the judgment and wrath of God upon us.  It is not worth the Lake of Fire.
There is a reason not to commit fornication, but obey God and wait for marriage.  There is a reason to fear committing adultery for you do not just sin against your spouse and God, but your own body.
Titus 2:12-13 (NKJV) “ 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, “

1 Corinthians 6:16-20 (NKJV) “ 16 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For "the two," He says, "shall become one flesh." 17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's. “

Do you want to be ready to go when the call for the Marriage Supper is given when the Lord Jesus Christ appears in the sky?  Do you want to be ready?  Then do not compromise yourself sexually in this world, but learn self-control and understand that God made this for marriage, and the marriage bed is undefiled.
· Sorcerers or those who practice witchcraft shall have their part in the Lake of Fire.
Sorcery is from the Greek word pharmakeus.  We get the word pharmacy from it,  Sorcerers use witchcrafts (traffic in demonic powers) by calling forth spirits to do their bidding.  They many times use potions (drugs where we get the word pharmacy from) in their magic to make the person more open to the demons’ power.  Sorcerers in particular usually will use witchcraft and demons for some personal gain.
The abuse of drugs could go into this category as it is the same spirit that drives both.  There is a reason why the abuse of certain drugs leads to occultism.  They go together.

But going back once again to Galatians 5 and the works of the flesh, any witchcraft can and is included in this group.  The truth is that sorcery and witchcraft and divination and necromancy are all trafficking in the powers of demons and it will gain you entrance into the Lake of Fire to join them forever.
.

Remember that one of the things that Babylon has espoused over the centuries is “sorceries”.  The men of power of the world has used witchcraft and sorcery to control the masses.  Revelation 18:23 (NKJV) “ The light of a lamp shall not shine in you anymore, and the voice of bridegroom and bride shall not be heard in you anymore. For your merchants were the great men of the earth, for by your sorcery all the nations were deceived. “
Revelation 9:21 (NKJV) “ And they did not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts. “

Acts 8:9 (NKJV) “9 But there was a certain man called Simon, who previously practiced sorcery in the city and astonished the people of Samaria, claiming that he was someone great, “

Acts 8:11 (NKJV) “ And they heeded him because he had astonished them with his sorceries for a long time. “

Acts 8:18-22 (NKJV) 18 And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, 19 saying, "Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 20 But Peter said to him, "Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money! 21 You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God. 22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you. “

Isaiah 47:12-14 (NKJV) “ 12 "Stand now with your enchantments And the multitude of your sorceries, In which you have labored from your youth-- Perhaps you will be able to profit, Perhaps you will prevail. 13 You are wearied in the multitude of your counsels; Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, And the monthly prognosticators Stand up and save you From what shall come upon you. 14 Behold, they shall be as stubble, The fire shall burn them; They shall not deliver themselves From the power of the flame; It shall not be a coal to be warmed by, Nor a fire to sit before! “

Deuteronomy 18:9-12 (NKJV) “ 9 When you come into the land which the Lord your God is giving you, you shall not learn to follow the abominations of those nations. 10 There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, 11 or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. 12 For all who do these things are an abomination to the Lord, and because of these abominations the Lord your God drives them out from before you. “

All witchcraft operates through the use of demons or unclean spirits.  There are different styles of witchcraft from the person who calls themselves psychic and enchants or speaks incantations, to the one who uses talismans or potions or geometric symbols to invoke demonic spirits, all are unrighteous use of demonic powers that God has forbidden.  You can’t play with the devil and not get burned, no matter if you call yourself a white good witch, or an evil black witch.   There are no good devils or good demons, and all are trafficking in God’s enemies.
· Idol worshipers or idolaters shall have their place in the Lake of Fire.  
The word idolater comes from the word eidololatres, which is someone who worships false gods.  The word demon (daimon) in its original use is an unclean spirit that receives worship in idolatry.  The original pantheon of gods that false religion is based on are Fallen Angels and kept going by demonic deception.  
The first commandment that Yahweh gave on the mountain is to have no other gods before him and then to make no graven images.  The idol or graven image in itself is a piece of wood or stone.  But there are demons that receive the worship of these gods.  The “mighty ones’ or “Elder Ones” who were the fallen angels of old were the originals that the idol is based on.  In fact, a great many idols have a small hole and space carved within to allow an unclean spirit to inhabit it during worship.

1 Corinthians 10:19-21 (NKJV) “ 19 What am I saying then? That an idol is anything, or what is offered to idols is anything? 20 Rather, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord's table and of the table of demons. “

Deuteronomy 32:16-19 (NKJV) “ 16 They provoked Him to jealousy with foreign gods; With abominations they provoked Him to anger. 17 They sacrificed to demons, not to God, To gods they did not know, To new gods, new arrivals That your fathers did not fear. 18 Of the Rock who begot you, you are unmindful, And have forgotten the God who fathered you. 19 "And when the Lord saw it, He spurned them, Because of the provocation of His sons and His daughters. “

Revelation 9:20 (NKJV) “ But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk. “

Leviticus 17:7 (NKJV) “ They shall no more offer their sacrifices to demons, after whom they have played the harlot. This shall be a statute forever for them throughout their generations." ' 

1 Timothy 4:1-2 (NKJV) “ 1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, “
Today, no matter if it is some new age god that is a rehashing of old paganism, or the idol of money, or false religion (even another Jesus/Antichrist that the Bible does not teach), idolatry is still a burning sin and all those who participate in false religion shall have their part in the Lake of Fire.  They will join in the same judgment with the demons and fallen angels that inspired the idolatry.  
The idolater and the spirit behind their idol shall share eternity together in the Lake of Fire.

· And “all” liars shall have their part in the Lake of Fire and Brimstone.
It seems odd for some when they see both the “fearful” and all “liars” mentioned here as deserving the Lake of Fire.  Note that anyone whose name is not the Lamb’s Book of Life shall find themselves suffering the Second Death, but the idea of “all” false ones or liars finding themselves there is an interesting point.

God hates liars, and in fact commends the church at Ephesus in Revelation 2 that they do not allow liars to get away with their lies around them.  They exposed “false ones”.  Those who break their covenants (covenant-breakers) are liars and have disgraced themselves by breaking their word and honor.  They will have their place in the Lake of Fire.
Revelation 2:2 (NKJV) “ I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; “

John 8:44 (NKJV) “ You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. “

1 Timothy 4:1-2 (NKJV) “ 1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, “

Revelation 22:15 (NKJV) “ But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. “

Colossians 3:9 (NKJV) “ Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, “
Romans 1:31-32 (KJV) “ 31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. “  (The NKJV says untrustworthy)
It is interesting wording here, it says all liars.  This isn’t just people who tell lies, but people who deceive other in general.  This is people who live deceitfully and pretend to be one thing when they are actually another.  

They are also those who pass gossip and lies around.  Gossip is literal bitterness in trying to hurt someone, and most of the time it has elements of lies, or may be a complete lie.  Talebearers and gossips are liars if they admit to it or not.  They shall have their place in the Lake of Fire as well.  Proverbs 6:16-19 (NKJV) “ 16 These six things the Lord hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: 17 A proud look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, 18 A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in running to evil, 19 A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows discord among brethren. “
Every pretender and hypocrite is included in this category.  All those who use manipulation to get their way telling half-truths are included.  A half-truth meant to deceive equals a whole lie.  Those who play church and have not truly been born again do not have the Spirit of Truth (the Holy Spirit), and the living Truth (Jesus Christ) living within them.  The vainly religious without the new birth will be included in this group.
John 14:6 (NKJV) “ Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. “

John 16:13 (NKJV) “ However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. “

The spirit of this world (whom Satan rules which is seen prophetically as Babylon the Great Whore) is a very deceptive spirit.  The name “devil” literally means false accuser.  It is the spirit of this world to falsely accuse.  The central power of Satan is deceit and lies.  Even when he handles the truth, it is done in a deceptive way to bring forth a lie.
Jesus Christ is the literal “TRUTH”.  The Holy Spirit is the spirit of truth that leads us into all truth.  The truth and lies are not compatible, and the end of all LIARS is seen here.  They shall be removed from the New Heavens and New Earth and cast into the Lake of Fire and Brimstone forever and ever.

· THE SECOND DEATH IS THE LAKE OF FIRE AND BRIMSTONE (BURNING SULFUR).  

Being cast into the Lake of Fire and Brimstone is eternal damnation.  Hell is a temporary jail if you will, but the Lake of Fire is the eternal prison outside the newly renovated universe.  God removes all sin from the universe and casts it all into the Lake of Fire.  Literally anyone who is not redeemed shall be cast into the Lake of Fire.
Revelation 20:13-15 (KJV) “ 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. “
Man became a “living soul” after the Lord breathed His spirit into man at his creation.  Everything that has breath has a soul, but only man on Earth has an immortal or living soul.  Your soul shall live on and cannot be made to cease to exist.   This originally was a gift of God, but through man’s rebellion and sin it becomes a curse.
The Second Death is a spiritual death that literally never ends.  

One of the words used for this by Jesus was Gehenna (taken from a place outside of Jerusalem where trash was burned and at times of apostasy, children were burned – considered a terrible place of torment).  

Matthew 10:28 (KJV) “ And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. “

Matthew 18:9 (KJV)  “ And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire. “

Mark 9:43-48 (NKJV) “ 43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched-- 44 where 'Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched.' 45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame, rather than having two feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched-- 46 where 'Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched.' 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire-- 48 where 'Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched.' 

The worm does not die (dieth not) means that the people’s spirit bodies are never, ever burned up and consumed by that fire.  Your soul cannot be destroyed.  No human soul can be annihilated because God made us to be immortal.  We are immortal spiritual beings having a temporary human experience.  
In fact, the prisoners in this prison shall have spiritual resurrected bodies (like the fallen angels),and their new spirit bodies shall not ever burn up and be destroyed.  Instead, it is a perpetual destruction that was never meant for humanity at all, but for Satan and his angels.  Matthew 25:41 (NKJV) “ Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: “

The false prophet and antichrist were cast in.  The devil and his angels and demons were cast into the Lake of Fire.  Now, every person whose name is not in the Book of Life whose sins include these listed here are cast into the Lake of Fire.  Death is cast in and literally everything that sin corrupts and controls is cast in with that sin into the Lake of Fire and is removed from the New Heavens and New Earth.
The tragic thing is that mankind will be there as an intruder because instead of being the guard of the fallen Satan on Earth, he followed him in sin and rejected God.  And even after that, Jesus Christ the Son of God was given for man and these here have rejected Jesus Christ and God and rebelliously earned the wages of sin, Eternal Death.

NEW JERUSALEM

Revelation 21:9-10 “ 9 And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. 

10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, “

This is probably the same angel that showed him Babylon and her destruction.  He was actually a saint of God, and only an angel as he was sent with one of the 7 Vials at the end of the Tribulation.  He was also a prophet and a redeemed man of God.  Revelation 19:10 (KJV) “ And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. “
John has already said in verse 2 that he witnessed the sight of New Jerusalem coming out of Heaven to the Earth.  Here, the angel wants to show him that city, the Lamb’s wife.  This is a stunning vision and difficult to imagine, but we shall take each individual part and then put them together.

Once again, John is carried in the Spirit to a vantage point on a great and high mountain to see this sight.  There is no way to say which mountain on Earth it is.  We think of Mt. Everest and indeed it would take something of that magnitude to see a 1,500 mile cubed city.  However, God remade the Earth so it might very well be a new mountain that John is taken to.  We simply have no way of knowing despite what people say.

The Great City is New Jerusalem which is literally a holy city because the city comes literally from God.  God is holy and what comes from God is holy.  This city is holy and it is the home of the Saints of God.  It shall be where the throne of Jesus Christ is, and the nations shall come in and out of the Holy City.

It is holy because it comes from God.  It is great because there has never been its like before.  It is literally the capital of God’s Heaven.  It is an intersection of pan-dimensional Heaven on planet Earth.
Revelation 21:11 ” 11 Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; “

The city comes from God and seems to be some kind of extension of God’s presence because it contains the GLORY OF GOD.  The glory only comes from the power of the presence of God.  God is literally everywhere, but where there is a greater concentration of the presence of God where the “heaviness” (khabod) of Yahweh manifests, this is called the glory of God.  It is the light and power and thoughts and just close presence of the Lord.
It literally will shine with a light.  The glory shall shine out of her as a light and that light looks like a precious stone.  In fact, much of the city sounds like a structure of precious jewels glowing with God’s glory.  They are lit up and energized crystals that have a look that is alien to our present-day Earth.  The light’s source is the Lord Himself.
Revelation 21:22-23 “ 22 And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 23 And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. “

Revelation 22:5 “ And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever. “

Isaiah 60:19-20  “ 19 The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the LORD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. 20 Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon withdraw itself: for the LORD shall be thine everlasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended. “


Understand that there is no way to properly describe what the prophet is seeing.  John is seeing things that he has no frame of reference for.  He is doing the best that he can, but no living mortal man on earth has ever seen such things yet.  

The sardius and jasper stones were both colors used in the Priest’s Breastplate.  In fact the sardius and jasper stones are the first and last stone in the Priest’s Breastplate.  This is a color well-known to the Hebrews, but there seems to be some question to us right now.  Some lexicons and commentators say it is a dark green color with streaks in it, and others say it is a dark red or purple with streaks of other colors.  Most modern encyclopedias show a dark red speckled stone as an example of a jasper stone.
Jasper means spotted or speckled stone and can come in a varieties of colors with speckled streaks of other colors going through it.  The most common variety is dark red/purple.  Jasper is a darker red or purple with lines going through it, or it is a green  stone with lines going through it.  
The most likely color description is probably a purple speckled color.
The question is what color it was in the High Priest’s Breastplate.
It shines like a glowing purple jasper stone with different bands of colors showing throughout.  It’s primary color from a distance is a red glow.  But, it has a clear crystal look to it.  It is purer than actual jasper, and has a transparent look to it from a distance.

It might very well be the reason that the High Priest’s breastplate was decorated with these colors, as being a foreshadowing of the colors of New Jerusalem.

It is a huge crystalline city radiating with the pure shekinah glory of Yahweh (shekinah meaning the habitation of the presence of God – one of the meanings of glory along with khabod which is the heaviness of His presence).  The shekinah glory of God is radiating out from this city day and night without ceasing.  Heaven shall intersect Earth here.
When you look at each level and foundation, you see a plethora of colors and crystals that are seen, but from a distance as a whole, it has a crystalline reddish tint with streaks of other colors showing through the red.  These other colors we shall explore when John is given a closer look of each of the foundations.  This is a multi-leveled super-city that has the general shape of a cube.
Revelation 21:12-13 “ 12 And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 
13 On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates. “

This is a squarish cubed city that has a reddish clear glowing crystal look, or a greenish clear glowing crystal look with a great and high wall going up the sides.  This wall has 12 gates.  There are 12 gates into the city.
The walls must have been truly something to behold considering the size of the city they cover.  The city itself is close to the size of our moon, so these gates would be many miles apart from one another.
Each gate has an angel assigned to each.  Considering the size of the city and the apparent size of the gate, each must have a sizable notable angel assigned to it.
There are 3 gates per side, and 3 were pointed to each of the compass points.  North, South, East, and West each had 3 gates per direction and each named for an Apostle.  

Each of these gates are named after the 12 Tribes of Israel.  The gates are named after the 12 Tribes.  We shall see a bit later that each of these gates are made of pearl (or at least that is the look that it has).  Revelation 7 gives the updated list of the 12 Tribes of Israel that are named:  Judah, Reuben, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Manassas, Simeon, Levi, Issachar, Zebulon, Joseph, and Benjamin.   

The Old and New Covenant Saints are combined here as seen from the names of the gates and the names of the foundations.  You see both the Tribes of Israel and the 12 Apostles both.

The city New Jerusalem is similar to the Millennial Period old Jerusalem in the description of the gates and their names in the four walls of the city.  However, New Jerusalem is 1500 miles across each wall, and the measurements of the Millennial Jerusalem’s walls are much smaller.  The 4500 measures of Ezekiel 48:30 is actually around 10 3/5 miles across.  That is much smaller than 1500 miles.
Ezekiel 48:30-35 “ 30 And these are the goings out of the city on the north side, four thousand and five hundred measures. 31 And the gates of the city shall be after the names of the tribes of Israel: three gates northward; one gate of Reuben, one gate of Judah, one gate of Levi. 32 And at the east side four thousand and five hundred: and three gates; and one gate of Joseph, one gate of Benjamin, one gate of Dan. 33 And at the south side four thousand and five hundred measures: and three gates; one gate of Simeon, one gate of Issachar, one gate of Zebulun. 34 At the west side four thousand and five hundred, with their three gates; one gate of Gad, one gate of Asher, one gate of Naphtali. 35 It was round about eighteen thousand measures: and the name of the city from that day shall be, The LORD is there. “

The Millennial Jerusalem is a precursor of the coming celestial city of New Jerusalem.  It is a smaller, natural city but the gates are named as such and laid out the same.  

Revelation 21:14-17 “ 14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

15 And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. 

16 And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal. 

17 And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel. “

There are 12 foundations of the wall of the city.  Each one has the names of the 12 Apostles of the Lamb.  The 12 Gates included the Old Covenant, and this reference is for the New Covenant.
As far as what is being described with the foundations is not totally clear.  We are speaking of something that is big enough to qualify as a moon if it were in orbit.  The foundations are probably the cause of the streaking or speckled look that the city has in the “Jasper” description.  If these are horizontal levels or different sections vertically is not said, but there are very definitive separate foundations of the city.
This angel (actually a saint and prophet) who was showing these things to John takes a golden reed.  This is very similar to the measuring of the Tribulation Temple in Revelation 11.  The golden reed is used to measure the dimensions of the city.  

They are foursquare meaning that the city makes a cube.  They are of equal sizes in each beam.  It is also interesting that the Holy of Holies was also a square shape.  The Tabernacle was squarish as well, but the Holy of Holies is a square.  There is a great difference however in the Tabernacle being temporary, and the 12 foundations of the city showing a steadfastness.  The symmetry is perfect.  It makes a perfect cube with walls over the city.  
12000 furlongs is literally in Greek 12000 Stadia.  This equals 1500 miles.  The city is 1500 miles high and 1500 miles wide and 1500 miles deep making  huge cubic shape.  This is 3,375,000,000 cubic miles of city.  Over 3 billion cubic miles of space.  There shall be ample room for the billions of Saints that shall live there.  

The walls are 144 cubits which is not as accurate as the cubit is the measure from the palm to the elbow of a man, and in this case to the angel.  This is somewhere in the neighborhood of a 250-mile thick wall.  Of course the wall is not for the purpose of defense as with cities of old, but is part of the structure of the mammoth city itself.

Our moon (Luna) is 1079 feet across.  Compare that to 1500 miles.  It is almost like having the moon come down to the Earth.
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